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KEY FINDINGS

What the four Als did with 60 questions
about online payment processing

01 75.2% Stripe leads. The four Als recommended it in 75.2% of decision answers
(90% interval 67.1-83.3), ahead of Adyen at 50.4% and PayPal at 24.3%.

02 300 ptS The Als disagree. Among the top 15, the widest gap is Braintree: Claude
recommended it in 32.4% of its decision answers, Perplexity in 2.4%.

03 43 Of 60 Gemini often answers without searching. It ran a web search on 43 of 60
guestions and answered 17 without one. The others searched on nearly
every question (ChatGPT 60, Claude 60, Perplexity 60).

04 38 - 2 Found is not cited. ChatGPT found a median of 38 pages per answer and
cited 2. Claude cited 6, Perplexity 4, Gemini 12.

05 39.6% One site leads the citations. stripe.com was cited in 95 of 240 answers
(39.6%), more than any other domain.

06 16 Of 42 They rarely agree on the best. On 42 questions all four Als recommended a
brand first; they named the same brand first on 16.

ABSTRACT

Stripe was the brand the four Als recommended most often: in 75.2% of decision answers (90% interval 67.1-
83.3), followed by Adyen (50.4%) and PayPal (24.3%). The Als disagreed: Gemini recommended Stripe in
83.3% of its decision answers, ChatGPT in 67.3%; the widest gap among the top 15 was Braintree, 30.0 points
between Claude and Perplexity. The figures come from 240 valid answers of 240 planned, to 60 questions
asked once of each Al on 29 October 2026, which named 246 brands in all.
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READING THIS REPORT

Recommendation rate

90% interval

Pages found and cited

The share of decision answers in which an Al recommended the brand. Decision
questions ask what to use or buy; here there are 43 of them, asked of four Als. The
overall rate weights each Al and each tier of questions equally.

The range the rate would likely fall in if the questions were drawn again, from a
cluster bootstrap that resamples whole questions. Overlapping intervals mean the
order between two brands is not settled.

Found: every page an Al’'s own web search returned while answering. Cited: the
pages its answer pointed to.
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Leaderboard
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Recommendation rate is the share of decision answers in which an Al recommended the brand. The

top 15 of 246 brands named.

Stripe —e— 75.2 (67.1-83.3)
Adyen —— 50.4 (42.5-58.9)
PayPal —— 24.3 (17.4-30.9)
Square —e— 23.9(16.0-31.8)
Helcim —e— 15.7 (9.2-22.8)
Checkout.com —e— 14.5 (9.5-20.3)
Braintree —eo— 13.3(8.3-18.4)
Stripe Connect —e— 8.9(2.8-15.4)
Worldpay —e— 8.5(3.9-14.2)
Shopify Payments —o— 7.9 (4.5-11.8)
Airwallex —eo— 6.9 (3.1-11.4)
Adyen for Platforms |F—@— 5.9(1.0-11.8)
Finix | —e— 5.3(1.7-9.5)
PaymentCloud |(H—e@— 4.8 (1.0-9.5)
Payment Depot | H@— 4.6 (1.8-8.1)
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
percent of decision answers
Figure 1. Recommendation rate with its 90% interval, top 15 brands. Dot: the rate; line: the interval, from a cluster
bootstrap over questions. The leader is marked in blue.
Table 1. Recommendation rate overall and per Al, percent of decision answers. Shading rises with the rate; the figures
carry it in black and white.
# BRAND OVERALL 90% INTERVAL CHATGPT CLAUDE GEMINI  PERPLEXITY
1 Stripe 75.2 67.1-83.3 67.3 73.8 83.3 76.5
2 Adyen 504 42.5-58.9 51.3 48.4 60.2 419
3 PayPal 24.3 17.4-30.9 20.2 225 34.0 20.5
4 Square 23.9 16.0-31.8 20.6 27.5 29.7 179
5 Helcim 15.7 9.2-22.8 94 25.2 233 4.8
6  Checkout.com 14.5 9.5-20.3 13.8 16.4 16.5 114
7 Braintree 13.3 8.3-184 4.8 324 13.7 24
8  Stripe Connect 8.9 2.8-154 71 9.5 11.8 71
9 Worldpay 85 3.9-14.2 9.2 111 9.2 4.6
10 Shopify Payments 7.9 45-11.8 11.3 15.9 4.6 0.0
11 Airwallex 6.9 3.1-114 24 9.2 16.0 0.0
12 Adyen for Platforms 5.9 1.0-11.8 4.8 71 4.8 71
13 Finix 5.3 1.7-95 24 94 4.8 4.6
14 PaymentCloud 4.8 1.0-95 2.4 71 4.8 4.8
15 Payment Depot 4.6 1.8-8.1 24 11.8 44 0.0
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2 Where the Als disagree
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Among the top 15, the brands with the largest gap between the Al that recommended them most

and the Al that recommended them least.

Table 2. The five widest gaps between Als, in percentage points.

BRAND HIGHEST RATE LOWEST RATE GAP, POINTS
Braintree Claude 32.4% Perplexity 2.4% 30.0
Helcim Claude 25.2% Perplexity 4.8% 205
Adyen Gemini 60.2% Perplexity 41.9% 18.3
Stripe Gemini 83.3% ChatGPT 67.3% 16.0
Airwallex Gemini 16.0% Perplexity 0.0% 16.0
3 How each Al answers
Table 3. How each Al answers: medians per answer across its 60 answers, and how many questions it searched the web
on.
PER ANSWER, MEDIAN CHATGPT CLAUDE GEMINI PERPLEXITY
Searched the web (questions) 60 of 60 60 of 60 43 of 60 60 of 60
Searches per answer 4 2 3 3
Pages found 38 18 12 15
Pages cited 2 6 12 4
Brands named 3 6 6 3
Brands recommended 3 5 5 2
Words per answer 197 410.5 484 173
ChatGPT 60 of 60
Claude 60 of 60
Gemini 43 of 60
Perplexity 60 of 60
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Figure 2. Questions on which each Al ran a web search, of 60. Blue: fewer than all.

Gemini answered 17 of 60 questions without running any web search. That is the model Citewake
asked, gemini-3.1-flash-1ite, through its API with search available. Across all four Als, 718
searches were run; 15.7% of them included a year. Every page Gemini reported was one it cited, so

its pages found and cited match.

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0

Page 5 of 273



Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026)

4

The sites the Als cite

Share of the 240 answers whose cited pages include the domain.

Table 4. The ten domains cited in the most answers.

doi:10.5281/zeno0do.23792172

# DOMAIN ANSWERS CITING IT SHARE OF 240
1 stripe.com 95 39.6%
2 adyen.com 34 14.2%
3 docs.stripe.com 30 12.5%
4 paypal.com 28 11.7%
5  connectpay.com 27 11.3%
6  docs.adyen.com 26 10.8%
7  reddit.com 20 8.3%
8  squareup.com 18 7.5%
9  airwallex.com 17 71%
10 support.stripe.com 17 7.1%
Table 5. The five domains each Al cited most, as a share of that Al's own 60 answers.

CHATGPT CLAUDE GEMINI PERPLEXITY

stripe.com 58.3%  stripe.com 18.3%  stripe.com 36.7%  stripe.com 45.0%
adyen.com 21.7%  connectpay.com 11.7% connectpay.com 33.3% docs.stripe.com 40.0%
docs.adyen.com 18.3% chargeflow.io 10.0% reddit.com 33.3% docs.adyen.com 21.7%
paypal.com 18.3% finix.com 10.0% airwallex.com 20.0% paypal.com 21.7%
squareup.com 16.7% mypayadvisor.com 10.0% wise.com 20.0% adyen.com 18.3%
5 Agreement

On 42 of the 60 questions all four Als recommended a brand first; they named the same brand first
on 16.

6

Method in brief

Questions. 60 scored questions in three tiers (head, mid, tail), written as a buyer would ask them and
never naming a brand: 43 decision questions and 16 informational. They are listed in section 9. A

further 15 validation questions are kept private.

Asking. Each question was asked once of each Al through its official API, with its own web search on
and no location sent. Models: ChatGPT: gpt-6-1una; Claude: claude-haiku-5-5; Gemini:
gemini-3.1-flash-1ite; Perplexity: perplexity/sonar.

Collection. 29 October 2026, 13:38-14:03 UTC. 240 valid answers of 240 planned: 209 named at
least one brand, 31 named none.
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Reading. One grand master model (Claude Opus 5.5) read the four answers to each question side by
side and marked each brand as recommended, mentioned or negative. A brand counts only if its
name appears word for word in the answer.

Measure. Recommendation rate is the share of decision answers in which the Al recommended the
brand. The overall rate weights each Al and each tier equally, so it can differ slightly from a raw count.
Intervals are 90%, from a cluster bootstrap that resamples whole questions. Here the base is 172
decision answers (43 decision questions, 43 answers from each Al). One popularity question (which
brand is most used, not which to choose) is reported apart and never counted in the
recommendation rate.

Method. v0.9, benchmark v1, scoring run 20261029T161421275Z. The full method:
citewake.com/methodology.

7 Limitations

One run. Each question was asked once of each Al, in one 25-minute window. Al answers vary from
run to run; the intervals cover variation across questions, not repeat runs.

English, no market. Questions were in English and no location was sent, so the results describe no
particular country.

Spellings merged. None in this category.

Benchmark figures, not market share. These are benchmark visibility figures across a fixed bank of
questions with equal weight per tier, not estimates of market share.

Top picks are rare. Most answers do not name a single best choice. Even Stripe was the top pick in
only 18.3% of decision answers, so this report ranks by recommendation rate.

s Disclosure

Citewake is operated by the team that also builds aipozi, Biotree and livedot. Biotree and livedot
appear in these categories. They were measured by the same method as every other brand, with no
adjustment. None of them was named in this category.

s Thequestions

The 60 scored questions, word for word. Each links to its page with the four answers in full, the
searches each Al ran and the sites it found. The 15 validation questions are never published.

Table 6. The scored questions, with tier and type.

ID QUESTION TIER TYPE

h01  What's the best payment processor for an online business? head decision

h02 Which payment processor is best for a small online business? head decision

h03  Which payment provider should a startup use to accept payments online? head decision

h04 What are the main online payment processors and how do they compare? head decision

h05 Which payment processor has the lowest fees for online payments? head decision

h06 How much does it cost to accept card payments online? head informational
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ID QUESTION TIER TYPE

h07 What's the difference between a payment gateway, a payment processor and a merchant head informational
account?

h08 What's the best payment processor for a SaaS company? head decision

h09 Which payment provider is quickest to set up for accepting payments on a website? head decision

h10  Which online payment processors are most widely used by online businesses? head decision

(popularity)

h11  Which payment processor is best for selling to customers in many countries? head decision
h12 How do | choose a payment processor for my business? head informational
h13  Which payment providers support the most payment methods, such as cards, digital head decision

wallets and bank payments?
h14  Which payment processor is easiest for developers to integrate? head decision

h15 Which payment processors give a business the tools and reporting to raise its card head decision
approval rate?

h16  Which payment platforms are best for large enterprises processing high volumes? head decision

h17  Which payment processor pays out to the business's bank account fastest? head decision

h18 What are the risks of relying on a single payment processor? head informational

h19  Which payment processor has the best support when something goes wrong? head decision

h20 Which payment provider gives the best checkout experience on mobile? head decision

mO01 Payment processor for a marketplace that splits each payment between sellers and the mid decision
platform

mO02 Payment provider for an agency that builds online checkouts for many clients mid decision

mO03 Payment processor for a business that other providers class as high risk mid decision

mO04 Payment processors that offer lower rates once a business processes $1 million a month  mid decision
online

mO05 Should a software company selling worldwide use a merchant of record or a payment mid informational

processor directly?

mO06 Payment processor for a B2B company taking card and bank payments of $20,000 or mid decision
more from business customers

mO07 Payment processor for a nonprofit taking online donations mid decision
mO08 How do | switch payment processors without losing customers' saved cards? mid informational
m09 Payment provider for accepting direct bank payments online instead of cards mid decision
m10 Should a growing online business use one payment provider for everything or several? mid informational
m11 Payment processor for a software platform that lets its own users accept payments mid decision
m12 Flat-rate pricing or interchange-plus: which is better for a business processing a lot of mid informational

payments online?

m13 Payment processor that helps a business fight chargebacks mid decision
m14 Payment processor less likely to freeze a new business's account or hold its payouts mid informational
m15 Payment processor for selling event tickets online with big spikes in sales mid decision
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1D
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t13

t14

t15

t16

117

118

t19

QUESTION
Alternatives to the largest payment processors with more personal support

Payment processor for taking payments inside a mobile app for physical goods and
services, such as deliveries or bookings

When should an online business move from a simple payment provider to an enterprise
one?

Payment processor for a service business that takes a deposit and charges the balance
later

Payment provider that lets a sales team send payment links instead of building a
checkout

Payment setup that routes each transaction to whichever processor is most likely to
approve it

How do I reduce false declines on genuine card payments?

Payment processor that asks for extra card authentication only when a payment looks
risky

Payment processor that lets me move my customers' stored card details to another
provider if | leave

Payment processor with reporting that matches each payout to the individual payments
init

How do | reduce my card data security compliance burden when taking payments online?

Payment processor that keeps saved cards working automatically when customers are
issued new cards

Payment processor that handles several companies in different countries under one
account

How do | work out what I'm really paying in card fees when the processor bundles them
into one rate?

Payment API with reliable webhooks and a full test environment for developers

Payment processor that lets a European company settle its US dollar and British pound
sales without converting them to euros

Payment processor that processes payments locally in each country to cut cross-border
card fees

What evidence should | submit to win a chargeback dispute?

Payment processor that can hold a payment on a card and capture it only when the order
ships

How well do payment processors' built-in fraud tools work compared with a separate
fraud product?

Payment processor that pays out every day, including weekends

Payment processor that passes extra invoice detail on business card payments to lower
the fees

Payment processor with clear terms on rolling reserves for a fast-growing business

Should a software platform become a payment facilitator itself or use a provider's
embedded payments?
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1D QUESTION TIER TYPE

t20  Payment dashboard with permissions so support staff can issue refunds but not change  tail decision
payout details

10 Data

Every answer All 240 in full, with the web searches each Al ran, every site it found (marked where cited)
and the brands read from it. They are also printed in Appendix A.
citewake.com/data/editions/2/online-payment-processing-answers.csv
citewake.com/data/editions/2/online-payment-processing-answers.json

Every brand All 246 brands named, with every measure to four decimals.
citewake.com/data/editions/2/online-payment-processing.csv
citewake.com/data/editions/2/online-payment-processing.json

Licence CC BY 4.0. Share and adapt with credit to Citewake.

11 Howtocite

APA

Citewake. (2026). Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2
(collected 29-30 Oct 2026) (Edition 2) [Data set]. https://doi.org/10.5281/zen0do0.23792172
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version = {1},
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note = {Licensed CC BY 4.0}
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Appendix A. Every answer

Every scored question, with each Al's answer verbatim, in the order ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini,
Perplexity: the exact model and time asked, the brands Citewake read from it, the web searches it
ran and the pages its answer cited. Links are shown as their text with the domain. The full list of
pages each Al found is in the answers file (section 10).

APPENDIX A - QUESTION HO1 HEAD - RECOMMEND - DECISION

What's the best payment processor for an online business?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:38 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Shopify Payments, Square, PayPal MENTIONED Shopify

For most U.S. online businesses, Stripe is the best all-around choice—especially if you have a custom website,
sell subscriptions, or want flexibility as you grow. It’s a solid default, not a universal winner.

Choose based on your setup:

e Shopify store: Use Shopify Payments. It’s built into checkout, and Shopify lists standard online card rates
starting at 2.9% + 30¢ on its entry plan. Using another provider may also add a Shopify transaction fee.
(shopify.com)

e Custom site, SaaS, or subscriptions: Stripe is a strong fit; its standard U.S. online card rate is commonly
2.9% + 30¢, with other rates depending on payment method and account. (stripe.com)

e Online and in-person sales: Consider Square for its combined checkout, invoicing, and point-of-sale tools.
Its online fees vary by product and plan. (squareup.com)

e Customers who prefer PayPal: Offer PayPal as an additional checkout option rather than necessarily
making it your only processor; check its current fee schedule for your transaction type. (paypal.com)

Bottom line: Start with the processor your ecommerce platform integrates best. If you tell me what you sell,
which platform you use, and roughly how many or how large your transactions are, | can narrow this to a more
specific recommendation.

SEARCHED

best online payment processors 2026 Stripe Shopify Payments PayPal fees official

Stripe online payments pricing official US

Shopify Payments online credit card rates official US

Square online payments processing fees official US

SOURCES CITED

squareup.com Learn about Square fees | Square Support Center - United States https:/squareup.com/help/us/en/article/5068-what-are-
square-s-fees

shopify.com Shopify Pricing: Find the Right Plan for Your Business - Shopify https://www.shopify.com/pricing

paypal.com PayPal Business Pricing | Transaction & Processing Fees | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/fees
stripe.com Pricing & Fees https:/stripe.com/pricing

plus 34 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:38 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, PayPal, Helcim, Adyen, Square, Airwallex, Shopify Payments MENTIONED Shopify

There's no single best processor. The right one depends on your platform, sales volume, and where your
customers are. Across 2026 reviews, Stripe comes up most often as the default for online businesses.
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Question h01- Claude, continued

e Stripe is the usual first choice for digital-first companies. Reviewers point to its developer tools and APIs,
broad currency and payment-method support, and fee structure that can get complicated. Many
businesses eventually outgrow Stripe due to pricing and risk controls.

e PayPal is strongest for shopper trust and quick setup. One source notes that offering PayPal as a checkout
option can increase conversion rates by 15-20%, though that figure comes from a vendor blog, so treat it
cautiously. Its standard online rate is around 2.99% + $0.49.

e Helcim suits cost-conscious merchants who want interchange-plus pricing, but it's limited to US and
Canadian businesses.

e Adyen is built for large, multi-country enterprises rather than small online shops.
e Square works best if you also sell in person and want one system for both.

e Airwallex is a fit for cross-border businesses that need multi-currency settlement and many local payment
methods.

e Shopify Payments is the natural choice if you already run a Shopify store.

For a typical online store, I'd start with Stripe or PayPal (or your e-commerce platform's built-in option), then
compare the effective rate after fees at your expected volume. If you tell me your platform, monthly sales,
countries you sell to, and whether you're a subscription or one-time-sale business, | can narrow this to one or
two recommendations.

SEARCHED

best payment processors for online business 2026

SOURCES CITED

seamlesschex.com Best Payment Processor for Online Business: 2026 Comparison https://www.seamlesschex.com/blog/best-payment-
processor-online-businesses

clearlypayments.com Best Payment Processors in USA (2026): Fees, Features & Comparison

Table https://www.clearlypayments.com/blog/best-payment-processors-in-usa-2026/

plus 7 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:38 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Airwallex, PayPal, Mollie, Square, Adyen MENTIONED Shopify, WooCommerce

There is no single "best" payment processor for every online business; the right choice depends on your
specific business model, where you are located, and where your customers are based.

To find the best fit, you should evaluate providers based on total cost of ownership (not just transaction fees),
international capabilities, and ease of integration.

Top Recommendations by Business Type (2026)

Business Needs Recommended Why?
Provider
Customized / Tech-Savvy Stripe Industry standard for developers; highly flexible APIs and broad
integrations.
Cross-Border / Global Airwallex Excellent for businesses selling in multiple currencies and countries.
Ease of Use / New Stores  PayPal High consumer trust and very fast to set up for new businesses.
European Focus Mollie Strong support for local European payment methods (e.g., iDEAL,
Bancontact).
Omnichannel (Retail + Square Best if you need a seamless, all-in-one ecosystem for both physical and
Online) online sales.
Large/Scaling Enterprise Adyen Built for complexity, global scale, and mid-to-large enterprises.
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Question h01- Gemini, continued
Key Factors to Consider Before You Choose

When evaluating these or other providers, look beyond the "headline" transaction fee. A lower fee can
sometimes be offset by hidden costs or poor conversion rates.

e Total Cost vs. Advertised Rate: Always ask about currency conversion fees, international card surcharges,
and monthly subscription costs. For example, if you sell internationally, a processor with a "cheaper"
domestic rate might actually be more expensive once cross-border fees are applied.

e Customer Trust and Checkout Experience: Your payment gateway should feel like a natural part of your
store. If customers don't recognize the payment method or find the checkout clunky, they are more likely to
abandon their carts.

e Payout Speed: Depending on your cash flow needs, check the settlement time—some providers pay out in
1-2 business days, while others may take up to a week.

¢ Integration Needs: If you use an e-commerce platform like Shopify or WooCommerce, check which
processors have native, "plug-and-play" integrations to avoid costly development work.

e Compliance and Security: Ensure the provider handles PCI compliance and offers robust fraud screening.
This protects your business from data breaches and fraudulent chargebacks.

Pro-Tip: If you are unsure where to start, many businesses begin with Stripe or PayPal due to their
documentation, reliability, and popularity. As you scale and your needs become more complex, you can always
integrate additional solutions or switch to an enterprise-focused provider like Adyen.

SEARCHED

how to choose the right payment processor for online business
best payment processors for online business 2026
top online payment gateways for small business 2026
SOURCES CITED

airwallex.com airwallex.com https://airwallex.com
connectpay.com connectpay.com https://connectpay.com
blockbee.io blockbee.io https:/blockbee.io

youtube.com youtube.com https:/youtube.com

inflowpay.com inflowpay.com https:/inflowpay.com
funnelish.com funnelish.com https:/funnelish.com

wise.com wise.com https://wise.com

gocardless.com gocardless.com https:/gocardless.com
valorpaytech.com valorpaytech.com https://valorpaytech.com
maksupay.com maksupay.com https:/maksupay.com
mypayadvisor.com mypayadvisor.com https:/mypayadvisor.com
reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 13:38 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), PayPal, Square MENTIONED Venmo
For most US online businesses, Stripe is the best default: it's a flexible, developer-friendly platform with pay-

as-you-go pricing and no setup or monthly fee. Its standard domestic online card rate is 2.9% + $0.30 per
successful transaction; international cards and currency conversion can cost extra. *

But the best choice depends on how you sell:

e Choose PayPal if customers expect to pay with PayPal or Venmo. Its checkout also accepts cards, but fees
vary by checkout option and payment method; the listed rates include 3.49% + $0.49 for PayPal/Venmo
and card rates starting at 2.89% + $0.29 for one checkout option. '

e Choose Square if your business combines online sales with in-person payments—the cited comparison
highlights its shared online and point-of-sale setup. '*
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Question h01- Perplexity, continued

Practical recommendation: Start with Stripe for a typical online store, and consider offering PayPal as an
additional checkout option if your customers use it. Compare the full costs for your country, average order
value, international sales, disputes, and any subscription features before deciding; fees and availability vary by
region.

SEARCHED

best online payment processor 2026 comparison Stripe PayPal Square fees

Stripe online payment processing pricing official

PayPal business online checkout fees official

SOURCES CITED

paypal.com Online Checkout Solutions for Businesses | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/accept-payments/checkout
stripe.com June 2024 pricing update for Instant Payouts for businesses in the ... https:/stripe.com/pricing

dupple.com 10 Best Payment Processing Software Tools in 2026 https:/dupple.com/learn/best-payment-processing-software

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION HO2 - HEAD - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Which payment processor is best for a smaill online business?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:38 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Shopify Payments, Square, PayPal MENTIONED Shopify, Venmo

For most small U.S. online businesses, Stripe is the best all-around default—especially if you're selling through
your own website, offering subscriptions, or want flexible integrations. Its standard online card rate is 2.9% +
30¢, with no setup or monthly fee on standard pricing. (stripe.com)

But the best fit depends on how you sell:

e Already using Shopify? Choose Shopify Payments for the simplest setup within your store. Shopify lists
Basic online card rates starting at 2.9% + 30¢; using a third-party processor may also trigger Shopify
transaction fees. (shopify.com)

e Selling both online and in person? Consider Square for its combined tools. Its Free plan lists 3.3% + 30¢ for
online payments and 2.6% + 15¢ for in-person card payments. (squareup.com)

e Want to offer PayPal or Venmo at checkout? Add PayPal as an option customers may recognize—but its
listed PayPal/Venmo rate is 3.49% + 49¢, so it may cost more than standard card processing. (paypal.com)

Quick recommendation: Stripe for a standalone online business; Shopify Payments if your store is on Shopify;
Square if you also sell face-to-face. These are U.S. rates, and your platform, average order size, international
sales, and subscription needs can change the best choice.

SEARCHED

2026 online payment processor small business Stripe pricing official
PayPal online checkout merchant fees official US 2026

Square online payments processing rates official US

Shopify Payments online credit card rates official US

SOURCES CITED

shopify.com Shopify Pricing: Find the Right Plan for Your Business - Shopify https://www.shopify.com/pricing

squareup.com Learn about Square fees | Square Support Center - United States https://squareup.com/help/us/en/article/5068-what-are-
square-s-fees

paypal.com PayPal Business Pricing | Transaction & Processing Fees | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/fees
stripe.com Pricing & Fees https:/stripe.com/pricing

plus 34 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:38 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, PayPal, Square, Helcim, Stax, Payment Depot, Shopify Payments MENTIONED Shopify

There's no single best processor for every small online business. The right pick depends on your platform,
whether you also sell in person, and your monthly volume. For most online-only sellers, I'd start with Stripe or
PayPal, then check the others below.

e Stripe, for most online sellers and anyone comfortable with setup. Reviewers call it the default for online
businesses, with the most developer-friendly APl in the industry. It also covers subscription billing,
international payments, fraud detection, and tax calculation. Its standard online card rate is cited at 2.9% +
30¢.

e PayPal, if fast setup and customer trust matter most. One reviewer notes it is one of the most recognizable
online payment processing companies, particularly for small-to-mid-sized businesses seeking fast
deployment. The tradeoff is cost: one source says its fee structure is complex and its fees are higher than
other platforms. It is cited at 2.99% + 49¢ online.
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Question h02 - Claude, continued

e Square, if you also sell in person. One review calls it the strongest all-around choice for businesses that
want straightforward payments today and room to add more tools as they grow. Its in-person rate is cited at
2.6% + 15¢ on its free plan.

e Helcim or Stax, once volume grows. One guide says high-volume businesses (10k+/month) should price
interchange-plus, and Helcim, Stax, and Payment Depot beat flat rates at scale. Helcim is praised for
pricing transparency, and Stax carries a monthly fee of $99.

e Shopify Payments, if you use Shopify. It is the natural choice for ecommerce-first stores on that platform,
though it requires a Shopify plan.

My suggestion: if you sell only online and can handle a little setup, start with Stripe. If you want the quickest
launch and your customers already use PayPal, choose PayPal. If you sell both online and in person, choose
Square. Revisit the decision once you process several thousand dollars a month, because the cheapest option
can change with volume. Check current rates on each provider's site, since these figures come from third-party
reviews and may be outdated.

SEARCHED

best payment processor for small online business 2026

SOURCES CITED

technologyadvice.com Best Payment Processor for Small Businesses in 2026 https:/technologyadvice.com/blog/sales/best-payment-
processors/

thinkific.com The Ultimate Guide to the Best Online Payment Processors in 2026 https://www.thinkific.com/blog/best-online-payment-
processors/

getholdings.com Best Payment Processing for Small Business (2026) https:/getholdings.com/resources/guides/best-payment-processing-
small-business

rankite.com Best Payment Processing Software for Small Business in 2026: 9 Tools Compared https:/rankite.com/blog/best-payment-
processing-software-for-small-business

flozic.ai 9 Best Payment Processors in 2026 (Tested) https://www.flozic.ai/blog/best-payment-processors

connectpay.com 12 Best Online Payment Processing Services (2026) https:/connectpay.com/blog/online-payment-processing-services/
plus 4 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:38 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Square, PayPal, Helcim, Payment Depot MENTIONED Shopify, WooCommerce, Wix

There is no single "best" payment processor for every small online business; the right choice depends primarily
on your business model, where you sell, and your technical needs.

For most small online businesses in 2026, the market is dominated by three main players, each serving a
specific strength.

The "Big Three" Comparison

Processor Best For Standout Feature

Stripe Online-first stores & tech-savvy businesses Exceptional developer APls and customization

Square Businesses selling both online and in-person Seamless integration between POS hardware and online store
PayPal Boosting conversion via brand trust Massive consumer recognition and "one-click" familiarity

How to Choose the Right One

To narrow down your options, consider these four factors:

1. Where do you sell?

e Online Only: Stripe is widely considered the industry standard for online businesses due to its flexibility and
integration capabilities.
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Question h02 - Gemini, continued

e Omnichannel (Online + In-Person): If you sell at pop-ups, markets, or a brick-and-mortar location, Square is
the most efficient choice because it unifies your inventory and sales data in one place.

e Checkout Conversion: If you are a new business looking to build trust, PayPal is often favored because
many customers feel safer and more comfortable using it than entering card details on an unknown site.

2. Pricing Structures

Most of these providers use "blended" flat-rate pricing (e.g., ~2.9% + 30¢ per transaction).

e While convenient, this is rarely the cheapest option as you scale.

e If your monthly volume grows significantly (often over $10,000-$20,000+), look into "interchange-plus"
providers like Helcim or Payment Depot, which can offer lower fees by passing through the actual cost of
card processing.

3. Technical Needs

e Plug-and-Play: If you use platforms like Shopify, WooCommerce, or Wix, these processors integrate easily
with just a few clicks.

e Customization: If you need to build a highly custom checkout experience, recurring subscription models, or
marketplaces, Stripe offers the most powerful tools for developers.

4. Payout Timing & Cash Flow

Check the "settlement time" (how long it takes for money to hit your bank). Some providers offer next-day
funding, while others may hold funds for several days. If cash flow is tight, prioritize a processor with faster
payout cycles.

Final Recommendation

e Start with Stripe if you are building a modern e-commerce website and want a clean, professional
checkout.

e Start with Square if you plan to sell in person as well as online.

e Add PayPal as an option on your checkout page regardless of your primary processor; many businesses
find that offering it as an alternative payment method reduces cart abandonment.

Important: Before signing up, always verify the current fee schedule on the provider's official website, as rates
can vary based on your location and specific plan.

SEARCHED

factors to consider when choosing payment processor for small business
best payment processors for small online business 2026

comparison of Stripe vs PayPal vs Square for small online business
SOURCES CITED

medium.com medium.com https:/medium.com

orbitforms.ai orbitforms.ai https:/orbitforms.ai

paykings.com paykings.com https:/paykings.com

connectpay.com connectpay.com https:/connectpay.com

onenine.com onenine.com https://onenine.com

maksupay.com maksupay.com https:/maksupay.com

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

wise.com wise.com https://wise.com

integralbookkeepingsolutions.com.au integralbookkeepingsolutions.com.au https:/integralbookkeepingsolutions.com.au
melio.com melio.com https:/melio.com

workwave.com workwave.com https://workwave.com

mypayadvisor.com mypayadvisor.com https:/mypayadvisor.com

gocardless.com gocardless.com https:/gocardless.com

valorpaytech.com valorpaytech.com https://valorpaytech.com
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Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Square, PayPal

For most small businesses selling online, Stripe is a strong default: it has no setup or monthly fee on standard
pricing, broad payment features, and U.S. domestic card processing listed at 2.9% + 30¢ per successful
transaction. ?

Choose based on how you sell:

e Stripe — Best general-purpose choice, especially if you want a customizable checkout or expect to grow. %’

e Square — A better fit if you also sell in person or want online and point-of-sale tools together. Its U.S. online
fees depend on the plan: Square Free lists 3.3% + 30¢, while some paid plans list 2.9% + 30¢. '°

e PayPal — Worth adding if your customers prefer paying with PayPal; its U.S. business fees vary by checkout
product and payment type. °

Bottom line: Start with Stripe for an online-first business; consider Square if in-person sales are important, and
offer PayPal as an additional payment option if customers ask for it. Fees vary by country, card type, and
product, so check the provider’s pricing page for your location before deciding.

SEARCHED

best payment processor small business online 2026 fees Stripe Square PayPal comparison
Stripe online payment processing pricing official

Square online payment processing fees official

PayPal merchant fees online payments official

SOURCES CITED

squareup.com Understanding Our Fees | Square Payments https://squareup.com/us/en/payments/our-fees
stripe.com June 2024 pricing update for Instant Payouts for businesses in the ... https:/stripe.com/pricing
paypal.com Fees | Merchant and Business | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/paypal-business-fees

nerdwallet.com 5 Best Payment Processors for Small Business in 2026 -
NerdWallet https://www.nerdwallet.com/business/software/learn/payment-processors

squareup.com Square Processing Fees, Plans, and Software Pricing https:/squareup.com/us/en/pricing

plus 10 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION HO3 - HEAD - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Which payment provider should a
startup use to accept payments online?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Shopify Payments, Square, PayPal, Adyen

For a typical U.S. startup, I'd start with Stripe. It's a strong default if you're building your own website or app: it
offers a prebuilt checkout, developer tools, and support for subscriptions and marketplace payments. Standard
domestic card pricing is currently 2.9% + 30¢ per successful transaction, with no setup or monthly fee.
(stripe.com)

Choose something else if it fits your setup better:

e Shopify Payments if your store runs on Shopify.
e Square if you also sell in person and want online and POS payments together.

e PayPal as an additional checkout option if your customers expect to pay with PayPal or Venmo; its
published online rates vary by payment type. (squareup.com)

e Adyen if you're already processing at substantial scale and need custom pricing or more complex global
operations. (adyen.com)

Bottom line: use Stripe to get started unless your platform already includes a payments provider or in-person
sales are central to your business. Revisit the choice when volume, international fees, or specialized needs
make pricing and approval rates worth comparing.

SEARCHED

Stripe online payments pricing US official 2026

Adyen pricing online payments official US

PayPal checkout pricing US official merchant fees

Square online payments processing rates official US

SOURCES CITED

adyen.com Pricing for supported payment methods - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/pricing/

squareup.com Learn about Square fees | Square Support Center - United States https:/squareup.com/help/us/en/article/5068-what-are-

square-s-fees
stripe.com Pricing & Fees https:/stripe.com/pricing

plus 34 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), PayPal, Square, Braintree, Helcim, Nickel

Short answer: for most online startups, Stripe is the default choice. The best fit still depends on your business
model.

e Stripe (most online startups): Sources consistently call it the developer-friendly option. One guide says it
has no monthly fees, quick account approval, and integrations with major platforms and scales from a first
$100 sale to millions in annual revenue without requiring you to switch providers. It's strongest for software,
subscriptions, and custom checkout flows. For pure software or digital product startups Stripe wins almost
every time. Its pricing is typically quoted at about 2.9% plus $0.30 per transaction. One caveat: a Forbes
review notes that the high rate of account issues is causing many users to look elsewhere.

e PayPal: A good choice if you want the fastest launch with minimal technical work. Businesses can set up
accounts quickly, integrate checkout buttons with minimal technical effort, and begin accepting payments
in a short timeframe.
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Question h03 - Claude, continued

Square: Better if you also sell in person. The free POS app, $49 contactless card reader, and 2.6% + $0.10
in-person rate get you started quickly, and it works for non-technical founders.

Braintree (PayPal-owned): Worth considering for marketplaces and recurring billing. One source says it
leads on recurring billing.

Helcim or Nickel: Helcim is rated for seasonal businesses and offers no setup fees and monthly volume
discounts. Nickel is a fit for B2B startups that want low-cost ACH payments.

How to choose:

1.

If you're building a software or subscription product, start with Stripe.

2. If you sell physical goods in person as well as online, consider Square.

3. If you need to launch without developers, consider PayPal or Square.

4. If you're a B2B company, compare ACH options such as Nickel.

Most of these sources are vendor-affiliated comparison blogs, so check current pricing directly with each
provider before committing. Also check whether your country and business type are supported, since
availability varies.

SEARCHED

best payment processor for startups 2026

SOURCES CITED

fintech-pulse.com Payment Processors for Startups USA: The Best Options to Use in 2026 - Fintech Pulse https:/fintech-

pulse.com/our-tech-insights/payment-processors-for-startups-usa-the-best-options-to-use-in-2026/

afcommerce.com Best Payment Processor for Startups in 2026 - AFCommerce https://www.afcommerce.com/payment-

processing/payment-processing-startups.php

connectpay.com 12 Best Online Payment Processing Services (2026) https:/connectpay.com/blog/online-payment-processing-services/

forbes.com 10 Best Credit Card Processing Companies of 2026 https://www.forbes.com/advisor/business/software/best-credit-card-

processing-companies/

connectpay.com 7 Best Payment Gateways for Startups (2026) - ConnectPay https:/connectpay.com/blog/7-best-payment-gateways-for-
startups-2026/

plus 4 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), PayPal, Mollie, Adyen, Stripe Billing, Braintree, Stripe Connect, Square  MENTIONED Shopify,
WooCommerce

Choosing the right payment provider is a strategic decision that depends on your startup's business model,
target geography, and technical requirements. There is no single "best" provider; instead, you should select a
partner based on how well they align with your growth stage and customer needs.

Quick Recommendations

Best for Developer-First Startups & Saa$S: Stripe is the industry standard for its flexible APls, developer
tools, and ease of integration. It is highly scalable and supports a vast range of payment methods and
global currencies.

Best for Fast Setup & Trust: PayPal offers immediate recognition and trust, which can help increase
conversion rates for newer, less-established brands. It is excellent for small e-commerce and service-based
businesses.

Best for European Startups: Mollie is highly regarded for its local payment method support and compliance
within the European market.

Best for Global Enterprises (Later Stage): Adyen is a powerful, enterprise-focused platform that offers deep
customization and optimization for global transaction flows, though it often requires higher transaction
volumes to be cost-effective.
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Question h03 - Gemini, continued

Key Factors to Consider

Before committing to a provider, evaluate these five criteria to ensure the platform can scale with you:

1. Business Model Alignment:
o SaaS/Recurring Revenue: Look for providers with strong "Billing" or subscription management tools
(e.g., Stripe Billing, Braintree).
o Marketplaces: If you need to pay out to multiple third parties, ensure the platform supports specialized
payouts (e.g., Stripe Connect).

o Retail/Omnichannel: If you have physical stores, look for providers that unify online and in-person
payments (e.g., Square, Adyen).

1. Cost Structure:
o Flat-Rate Pricing: Common for startups (e.g., 2.9% + $0.30). It is predictable but can become expensive
as your volume grows.

o Interchange-Plus Pricing: Often cheaper at higher volumes, this separates the card network's fee from
the processor's markup, offering more transparency as you scale.

1. Geography & Payment Methods:
o Your payment provider must support the payment methods your customers prefer (e.g., credit cards,
digital wallets like Apple Pay/Google Pay, or local methods like iDEAL or UPI).

o If you sell internationally, check the provider's currency conversion fees and how they handle cross-
border settlements.

1. Integration & Technical Effort:
o If you have a dedicated engineering team, a provider with robust APIs (like Stripe) is ideal for building a
custom, seamless checkout.

o If you are using a platform like Shopify or WooCommerce, prioritize providers with "plug-and-play"
integrations to avoid custom coding.

1. Security & Compliance:
o Ensure the provider is PCI-DSS compliant and supports necessary regional regulations (e.g., GDPR,
PSD2 for Europe).

Final Advice

For most early-stage startups, starting with a "developer-friendly" aggregator like Stripe is often the safest
bet. They offer the best balance of speed-to-market, documentation, and scalability, allowing you to focus on
building your product rather than managing payment infrastructure. As your volume grows, you can always
negotiate custom rates or explore more specialized infrastructure providers.

SEARCHED

factors to consider when choosing payment provider for startup
Stripe vs Adyen vs PayPal for startups

best payment providers for startups 2026

how to choose an online payment gateway for a new business
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Question h03 - Gemini, continued

SOURCES CITED
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stackshare.io stackshare.io https:/stackshare.io

safeheron.com safeheron.com https:/safeheron.com

forbes.com forbes.com https:/forbes.com

medium.com medium.com https:/medium.com
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Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Square, PayPal

For a typical early-stage startup, Stripe is a strong default—especially if you're building a custom website or
app, need subscriptions, or expect to sell internationally. It offers a broad payments platform with no setup or
monthly fees on standard pricing; in the U.S., domestic cards are listed at 2.9% + 30¢ per successful
transaction. '

Consider alternatives based on how you sell:

e Square may fit better if you'll also sell in person and want online and point-of-sale payments together. Its
U.S. online API rate is listed at 2.9% + 30¢; rates can vary by plan and payment type. ?

e PayPal can be worth adding as a checkout option if your customers prefer it, but compare its fees for the
specific payment method: its U.S. pricing lists card processing starting at 2.89% + 29¢, while PayPal and
Venmo payments have different rates. *

Bottom line: Start with Stripe for a software-first business; choose Square for a strongly in-person business,
and consider offering PayPal alongside your main processor if customers ask for it. Fees and availability
depend on your country, transaction mix, and business model, so check local pricing before deciding.

SEARCHED

Stripe online payments pricing official 2026

PayPal business payment processing fees official

Square online payments pricing official

SOURCES CITED

paypal.com PayPal Business Pricing | Transaction & Processing Fees https://www.paypal.com/us/business/fees

paypal.com Fees | Merchant and Business | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/paypal-business-fees

paypal.com PayPal Business Pricing | Transaction & Processing Fees https://www.paypal.com/es/business/fees?locale.x=en_ES
plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION H04 - HEAD

COMPARE - DECISION

What are the main online payment
processors and how do they compare?

doi:10.5281/zeno0do.23792172

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, PayPal, Square, Shopify Payments, Adyen

MENTIONED Venmo

For a U.S. business taking online payments, the main options are Stripe, PayPal, Square, Shopify Payments,
and Adyen. They overlap, but they're built for different needs. Fees below are published standard rates; your
actual cost can vary by card type, payment method, plan, and volume.

Processor Best fit

Stripe Online-first businesses,
custom websites,
subscriptions, and
developers

PayPal Businesses that want
customers to pay with
PayPal or Venmo, as well
as cards

Square Small businesses selling
both online and in person

Shopify Businesses whose online

Payments store runs on Shopify

Adyen Larger or international
businesses with more
complex payment needs

Quick take:

What stands out

Flexible APIs and a broad payments toolkit;
good when you want control over checkout
and billing.

A familiar wallet option alongside card
processing; convenient for invoices and
quick setup.

Combines online payments with POS,
invoices, and business tools in one
ecosystem.

Conveniently integrated with Shopify
checkout and store administration.
Compare its plan-specific rates and any
fees for using a third-party processor
against your store setup.

Supports many payment methods and
markets; its pricing can be more detailed
than a simple flat rate.

e Choose Stripe for flexibility and a custom online payment setup.

Published pricing to note

The standard U.S. online-card rate is
commonly 2.9% + 30¢ per successful
transaction; custom rates are available
for higher volumes. (stripe.com)

PayPal Checkout and Venmo are 3.49%
+ 49¢; card rates vary by checkout
product—for example, Expanded
Checkout lists 2.89% + 29¢.
(paypal.com)

On Square Free, online or invoice
payments are 3.3% + 30¢; online API
payments are 2.9% + 30¢. Rates vary by
plan and payment type. (squareup.com)

Pricing depends on the Shopify plan
and country; check the current plan
pricing for your account.

Uses a processing fee plus a payment-
method feeg; for cards, its published
model includes $0.13 + Interchange++
+0.60%. (adyen.com)

e Choose PayPal if offering PayPal or Venmo at checkout matters to your customers.

e Choose Square if you want online and in-person sales tools together.

e Choose Shopify Payments if your store is already on Shopify and you want payments integrated into that

workflow.

e Consider Adyen if you operate across markets or at a scale where its pricing model and payment coverage

are worth evaluating.

Don’t compare only the headline percentage: the fixed per-transaction fee can matter a lot for small purchases,
and international-card, dispute, currency-conversion, subscription, or platform fees may change the total cost.
These examples are U.S.-focused; rates and availability differ elsewhere.
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Question h04 - ChatGPT, continued

SEARCHED

official Stripe payment processing pricing online payments US
official PayPal merchant fees online checkout US pricing
official Square online payment processing fees US

official Adyen online payments pricing processing fees
SOURCES CITED

squareup.com Learn about Square fees | Square Support Center - United States https:/squareup.com/help/us/en/article/5068-what-are-
square-s-fees

paypal.com PayPal Business Pricing | Transaction & Processing Fees | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/fees
adyen.com Pricing for supported payment methods - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/pricing/
stripe.com Pricing & Fees https:/stripe.com/pricing

plus 34 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, PayPal, Square, Adyen, Braintree, Shopify Payments, Helcim, Authorize.net, Airwallex
The main online processors are Stripe, PayPal, Square, Adyen, Braintree, and Shopify Payments, with Helcim,

Authorize.net, and Airwallex for specific niches. Headline US card rates are close, so the choice usually comes
down to your business model.

Who each one suits
e Stripe: Its strength lies in flexibility, developer tools, and the ability to support complex payment flows
without heavy customization. It is the usual choice for SaaS, subscriptions, and marketplaces.

e PayPal: Its main draw is buyer familiarity. PayPal is built to reduce checkout friction with the most
recognized payment brand on the internet.

e Square: Square is built for businesses that sell in person as well as online. Its strength is hardware, software,
and payment processing are tightly integrated.

e Adyen: Aimed at enterprises. One source describes it as serving businesses that may encounter more
rigorous underwriting, longer implementation timelines, and technical integration processes.

e Helcim: Uses interchange-plus pricing, which one source notes is pass-through of the card networks' cost
plus a small margin.

e Shopify Payments: Built into Shopify stores, with the least friction inside that platform.
e Airwallex: Suited to cross-border sellers. It lets businesses hold balances in 20+ currencies and send
payouts to 200+ countries.

Fees (US, standard online card rates, as listed by the sources)

e Stripe: Stripe lists 2.9% + $0.30 for US domestic online card payments.
e Square: Square Online lists 3.3% + $0.30 on Free and 2.9% + $0.30 on Plus and Premium.
e PayPal: PayPal lists 2.99% + $0.49 for standard card payments and 3.49% + $0.49 for PayPal Checkout.

On a $1,000 online card sale, one comparison works out to $29.30 with Stripe, $33.30 with Square's free plan,
and $35.39 with PayPal Checkout.

Other differences that matter

e Currency conversion and international cards: Stripe adds fees for international cards and currency
conversion. One source says PayPal is often much steeper here, with fees that can climb to 3% or 4% above
the base exchange rate.

e Disputes: Stripe charges $15 per dispute, while Square is unique among traditional processors in charging
S0 for chargebacks. Chargeback costs for PayPal vary by source.
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Question h04 - Claude, continued

e Payout speed: Square pays out the next business day for free, Stripe in 2 business days, and PayPal in 1 to
3 business days.

e Subscriptions: One source notes that subscription billing has no added fees, unlike PayPal's $10/month for
recurring payments, though that figure may be outdated.

Practical takeaways

e For online-only sales with recurring billing, Stripe is usually the strongest default.
e |fyou sellin person as well, Square's integrated hardware is the main advantage.
e |f your customers already rely on PayPal, its brand recognition may offset the slightly higher rate.

¢ For high volume, ask for interchange-plus or custom pricing. One source says Mid-market businesses
typically find the "crossover point" where interchange-plus pricing saves more than flat-rate fees at
USS$5,000 in monthly volume.

Sources disagree on some figures, and processors change their pricing often. Check each provider's current
pricing page before deciding, and count the extras (currency conversion, disputes, payouts, monthly plan fees)
alongside the headline rate.

SEARCHED

best online payment processors comparison 2026

Stripe vs PayPal vs Square fees comparison

SOURCES CITED

dashdevs.com Best Payment Processing Companies in 2026 https:/dashdevs.com/blog/best-payment-processing-companies/

airwallex.com 5 Best Online Payment Processing Services in 2026 - Airwallex US https://www.airwallex.com/en-us/blog/best-online-

payment-processing

clearlypayments.com Best Payment Processors in USA (2026): Fees, Features & Comparison

Table https://www.clearlypayments.com/blog/best-payment-processors-in-usa-2026/

flozic.ai 9 Best Payment Processors in 2026 (Tested) https://www.flozic.ai/blog/best-payment-processors

connectpay.com 12 Best Online Payment Processing Services (2026) https://connectpay.com/blog/online-payment-processing-services/

chargeflow.io Stripe vs Square: Fees, POS Fit, and Who Owns Disputes https:/www.chargeflow.io/comparisons/stripe-vs-square

onenine.com Stripe vs Square vs PayPal: 2026 Payment Guide - OneNine https://onenine.com/stripe-vs-square-vs-paypal/

spark.money Payment Processor Fee Comparison: Stripe, Square, PayPal & Crypto https://www.spark.money/tools/payment-processor-fee-

comparison

orbitforms.ai Stripe vs Square vs PayPal a Complete 2026 Comparison https://orbitforms.ai/blog/stripe-vs-square-vs-paypal

globalfeecalculator.com Stripe vs PayPal vs Square: Which Payment Processor Has the Lowest Fees? -
https://globalfeecalculator.com/blog/stripe-vs-paypal-vs-square/

marketingtutor.net Stripe vs Square vs PayPal (2026): Fees Compared https://www.marketingtutor.net/stripe-vs-square-vs-paypal/

plus 8 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, PayPal, Square, Adyen, Helcim, Authorize.net, Stax

Selecting the right online payment processor in 2026 depends heavily on your business model, technical
capacity, and scale. While providers like Stripe, PayPal, Square, and Adyen dominate the market, they each
serve different needs.

Comparison of Leading Payment Processors

Processor Best For Standout Feature Pricing Model
Stripe Online-first & SaaS Developer-friendly APls Flat-rate (standard)
PayPal Conversion & Trust Instant brand recognition Flat-rate (higher)
Square Retail & Hybrid (POS) All-in-one hardware + software Flat-rate

Adyen Global Enterprise Deep infrastructure & scalability Interchange++
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Question h04 - Gemini, continued

Processor Best For Standout Feature Pricing Model
Helcim SMBs seeking savings Transparent Interchange+ pricing Interchange++
Authorize.net Gateway flexibility BYO (Bring Your Own) processor Subscription + per-tx

Detailed Breakdown

1. Stripe (The Developer’s Choice)

Stripe is widely considered the gold standard for online-first businesses, e-commerce, and SaaS platforms.

e Pros: Highly customizable, robust documentation, and support for over 135 currencies.

e Cons: The dashboard can be complex for non-technical users; it is not a "Merchant of Record" (you are
responsible for tax compliance).

2. PayPal (The Trust Booster)

Adding PayPal is often recommended as a secondary payment option because it reduces cart abandonment
by allowing customers to pay with their trusted, saved credentials.

e Pros: Immediate consumer trust and simple setup.

e Cons: Transaction fees are typically higher than competitors.

3. Square (The All-in-One)

Ideal for businesses that operate both online and in-person (e.g., retail stores, cafes).

e Pros: Seamless integration between physical POS hardware and online store tools.

e Cons: Less focus on advanced, enterprise-grade customization compared to Stripe or Adyen.

4. Adyen (The Enterprise Powerhouse)

Designed for large-scale, global businesses that need to manage complex, multi-regional payment flows.

e Pros: Deep control over authorization and settlement; excellent for high-volume international merchants.

e Cons: Requires higher transaction volumes to be cost-effective and can be complex to integrate.

5. Interchange-Plus Providers (Helcim, Stax)

Unlike flat-rate providers (like Stripe) that charge a fixed percentage, these providers pass the actual cost of the
card network (interchange) to you, adding a small, transparent markup.

e Pros: Can lead to significant savings for high-volume businesses.

e Cons: Pricing fluctuates based on card type; less "plug-and-play" than consumer-focused options.

How to Choose
e For Startups/Small Businesses: Stripe or Square offer the easiest entry points with no monthly fees.

e For High Volume/Enterprise: Look at Adyen or Helcim to leverage Interchange-plus pricing and reduce
effective costs.

e For Global Reach: Ensure your choice supports local payment methods (e.g., SEPA, iDEAL) and multi-
currency settlement.

e Don't Limit Yourself: Many successful merchants use multiple processors (e.g., Stripe + PayPal) to
maximize conversion rates and redundancy.

SEARCHED

Stripe vs PayPal vs Adyen vs Square vs Authorize.net comparison
top online payment gateways comparison criteria
main online payment processors 2026 comparison
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Question h04 - Gemini, continued
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Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, PayPal, Square, Adyen

The main options differ less in basic card processing than in how much control you want, which sales
channels you use, and what payment methods your customers expect. Exact fees vary by country,
transaction type, plan, and negotiated pricing; the figures below are U.S. examples.

Processor Best fit

Stripe Online-first businesses,
custom websites/apps,
subscriptions,

international sales

Businesses that want a
familiar PayPal
checkout option
alongside card
payments

PayPal

Small businesses
selling both online and
in person

Square

Adyen Larger or higher-
volume businesses
with complex,
international payment

needs

Strengths

Flexible APls and integrations; broad payment-
method and billing tools. Standard U.S. domestic

card pricing is 2.9% + 30¢ per successful transaction.
;

Recognizable checkout brand; customers can often
pay through PayPal as well as by card. U.S. pricing
lists 3.49% + 49¢ for PayPal Checkout and 2.99% +
49¢ for credit and debit card processing. 2

Combines online payments with POS and business
tools; useful if you want one provider for a shop,
appointments, or in-person sales. U.S. online pricing
is plan- and product-dependent: its fee page lists
rates such as 3.3% + 30¢ for some online or invoice
payments and 2.9% + 30¢ for online API payments. 3

A unified platform designed for multiple markets,
payment methods, and channels; may be a fit when
custom commercial terms and scale matter.

Trade-offs

More setup and configuration than
an all-in-one storefront or POS;
additional fees can apply for
international cards, currency

conversion, and some services. |

The fixed fee can make it relatively
costly for small purchases; rates
depend on the product and
transaction. 2

Pricing varies by plan and
payment path, so compare the

exact fee for your checkout setup.
3

Typically requires more
implementation and a sales-led
evaluation; pricing and availability
depend on the business and
market.

Quick take: Choose Stripe for flexibility and developer control, PayPal when offering a familiar wallet is
important, and Square if online payments need to work smoothly with in-person operations. Larger businesses
should also compare Adyen and request tailored quotes.

When comparing quotes, look beyond the headline rate: check international-card and currency-conversion
fees, refunds and disputes, payout timing, recurring-payment costs, and any monthly or platform charges. Fees
above are illustrative U.S. rates, not a universal comparison—confirm current pricing for your country and

specific product.
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Question h04 - Perplexity, continued

SEARCHED

Stripe online payments pricing official

PayPal online checkout merchant fees official

Square online payments processing fees official

SOURCES CITED

squareup.com Understanding Our Fees | Square Payments https://squareup.com/us/en/payments/our-fees
stripe.com June 2024 pricing update for Instant Payouts for businesses in the ... https:/stripe.com/pricing
paypal.com PayPal Business Pricing | Transaction & Processing Fees https://www.paypal.com/us/business/fees

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION HO5 - HEAD - PRICE - DECISION

Which payment processor has the
lowest fees for online payments?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Expanded Checkout (top pick), Helcim  MENTIONED Stripe, Square, PayPal, Venmo

Assuming you’re in the U.S. and mean standard online card payments: PayPal’s Expanded Checkout has the
lowest published flat rate among the options | checked: 2.89% + 29¢ per transaction. Stripe and Square’s
online API rate are 2.9% + 30¢; PayPal’s own PayPal/Venmo checkout costs more. (paypal.com)

That'’s not necessarily the cheapest for your business: rates can depend on transaction size, card mix, volume,
and payment method. For higher sales volume, compare a processor with interchange-plus pricing, such as
Helcim, against your actual processing statements; it may work out cheaper, but there isn’'t one universal
lowest-fee processor. (legal.helcim.com)

SEARCHED

site:stripe.com/pricing online card fees US 2.9% 30 cents
site:paypal.com/us/business/paypal-business-fees online checkout transaction fee
site:squareup.com/us/en/payments/our-fees online payments fee

site:helcim.com/pricing online payments interchange plus fee

SOURCES CITED

paypal.com PayPal Business Pricing | Transaction & Processing Fees | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/fees
legal.helcim.com Fee Disclosures USA - Helcim https:/legal.helcim.com/us/fee-disclosures/

plus 15 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Helcim, Adyen, Shopify Payments MENTIONED Authorize.net, Square, Shopify NEGATIVE PayPal

There isn't one processor with the lowest fees for everyone. The answer depends mostly on your monthly
volume and whether you sell online only.

e Small sellers: Stripe is the common pick. For standard US online card payments, Stripe and Authorize.net
both charge 2.9% + 30¢, but Authorize.net adds $25 per month. Square's online rate is sometimes listed the
same, but one comparison puts its free-plan online rate at 3.3% + USS$0.30, so check the current plan
details.

e Mid-volume sellers: Helcim is often cited as cheaper because it uses interchange-plus pricing. One guide
says it passes on the interchange rate the card networks charge and adds its own margin, which for keyed
and online payments starts at 0.50% + US$0.25 on monthly volume under US$50,000. Its rates have to be
confirmed directly with the provider.

¢ High-volume sellers (roughly $250K-$500K+ per month): Adyen can be cheapest. One source says above
this threshold, Adyen's lower per-transaction costs outweigh the setup and platform fees. Its pricing is
custom and it generally requires enterprise onboarding.

e Shopify stores: Shopify Payments can be the lowest total cost, since Shopify charges 0.5%-2% on top of
other processors if you don't use its own payments.

PayPal is usually the most expensive for standard online checkout, at 3.49% + 49¢ for a standard US online
card payment, though it may convert better because customers recognize it.

The sources disagree on some figures, and many are comparison sites that may earn referral fees. Before
choosing, estimate your own cost using your average order size, monthly volume, and card mix, and check
each provider's current pricing page.
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Question h05 - Claude, continued

SEARCHED

lowest fees online payment processor 2026 comparison

Stripe PayPal Square Adyen processing fees comparison

SOURCES CITED

airwallex.com 5 Best Online Payment Processing Services in 2026 - Airwallex US https://www.airwallex.com/en-us/blog/best-online-
payment-processing

getholdings.com Best Payment Processing for E-commerce (2026) https:/getholdings.com/resources/guides/best-payment-processing-

ecommerce
elogic.co Payment Gateway Comparison 2026: Fees & Tips https://elogic.co/blog/payment-gateway-comparison-a-comprehensive-guide/
merchantinsiders.com Adyen Fees Explained: Complete 2026 Guide https:/merchantinsiders.com/blogs/adyen-fees/

plus 14 more pages found, not cited

Gemini  gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Square, PayPal, Helcim, Adyen, Payment Depot, Stax, Airwallex

There is no single "lowest fee" payment processor that works for everyone. The best option for your business
depends heavily on your monthly transaction volume, average order value, and where you are located.

To find the lowest cost, you must look beyond the "headline" rate (often around 2.9% + $0.30) and understand
the three common pricing models.

1. Understanding Pricing Models

e Flat-Rate Pricing (Best for Startups/Low Volume):
o Examples: Stripe, Square, PayPal.

o How it works: You pay a fixed percentage and fee for every transaction, regardless of the card type.
o Pros: Highly predictable, easy to set up, no monthly fees.
o Cons: Often the most expensive option as your business grows.
e Interchange-Plus Pricing (Best for Scaling/High Volume):
o Examples: Helcim, Adyen, Payment Depot.

o How it works: You pay the "interchange" fee (the actual cost set by card networks) plus a small,
transparent markup from the processor.

o Pros: Generally the lowest cost for businesses with consistent or high volume.
o Cons: Fees can fluctuate; slightly more complex to understand.

e Subscription/Membership Pricing (Best for High Revenue):
o Examples: Stax.

o How it works: You pay a flat monthly subscription fee in exchange for paying near-wholesale processing
rates.

o Pros: Can result in significant savings if you process a large amount of money monthly.

o Cons: The monthly cost is a fixed expense that must be justified by your volume.

2. Summary Comparison

Processor Type Ideal For Key Benefit

Flat-Rate (Stripe, Square) New, low-volume, or simple businesses Simplicity & no monthly overhead
Interchange-Plus (Helcim) Growing or high-volume businesses Transparency & lower long-term costs
Subscription (Stax) Established, high-volume businesses Lowest per-transaction markup
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Question h05 - Gemini, continued

3. Key Factors to Watch

e Total Cost of Ownership: Don't just look at the percentage. Check for monthly account fees, setup fees,
PCI compliance fees, and chargeback fees, which can quickly outweigh a slightly lower transaction rate.

¢ International Sales: If you sell globally, processors like Airwallex may offer lower costs for cross-border
transactions by avoiding "forced" currency conversion markups.

e Hidden Savings: If your volume is low (e.g., under $10,000/year), the difference between processors is often
negligible (a few dollars a year). In this case, ease of use and integration with your website are usually more
important than the transaction rate.

Recommendation: If you are just starting out, Stripe or Square are industry standards for their ease of use and
flat-rate predictability. If your business is scaling and you want to reduce your "effective rate," look into Helcim
(interchange-plus) or Stax (subscription) to see if your monthly volume justifies the shift. Always request a
custom quote from sales teams if you process significant monthly volume.

SEARCHED

is there a payment processor with the lowest fees for all businesses
payment processors with lowest fees for online payments 2026
comparison of payment processor fees for small businesses
SOURCES CITED

youtube.com youtube.com https:/youtube.com

finix.com finix.com https:/finix.com

flozic.ai flozic.ai https:/flozic.ai

martialytics.com martialytics.com https:/martialytics.com

airwallex.com airwallex.com https:/airwallex.com

wise.com wise.com https://wise.com

medium.com medium.com https:/medium.com

forbes.com forbes.com https:/forbes.com

whop.com whop.com https://whop.com

mypayadvisor.com mypayadvisor.com https:/mypayadvisor.com

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

mollie.com mollie.com https:/mollie.com

gocardless.com gocardless.com https:/gocardless.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen, Stripe  MENTIONED PayPal

There isn't one universally cheapest processor: fees depend on your country, card type, transaction size, and
sales volume.

For a typical U.S. domestic online card payment, Adyen’s interchange-plus pricing may be cheaper, especially
at higher volumes, but its total fee varies with the card’s interchange rate. For straightforward flat-rate pricing,
Stripe is about 2.9% + $0.30 per transaction; PayPal’s standard card rate is about 2.99% + $0.49. '%°

So, Adyen may offer the lowest cost if you qualify and compare the actual interchange-based total; Stripe is
a common simple, competitive option. Compare using your average order amount and actual card mix, and
include any monthly, international-card, currency-conversion, or platform fees. These figures are U.S. examples;
rates vary by region. '2°

SEARCHED

online payment processing fees Stripe PayPal Square Adyen pricing 2026
lowest online payment processing fees providers pricing United States 2026
payment processor online transaction fees official pricing Stripe Square PayPal
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Question h05 - Perplexity, continued

SOURCES CITED

adyen.com Pricing https://www.adyen.com/pricing

stripe.com June 2024 pricing update for Instant Payouts for businesses in the ... https:/stripe.com/pricing

paypal.com PayPal Business Pricing | Transaction & Processing Fees https://www.paypal.com/us/business/fees

paypal.com How Online Payment Processing Works https://www.paypal.com/us/brc/article/how-online-payments-processing-works
plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION HO6 - HEAD - PRICE - INFORMATIONAL

How much does it cost to accept card payments online?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, PayPal, Square

In the U.S., a typical online card-processing fee is about 2.9% of the payment plus 30¢ per transaction. For
example, on a $100 sale, that’s about $3.20.

Examples of published rates:

e Stripe: 2.9% + 30¢ for domestic online cards. (stripe.com)

e PayPal: 2.89% + 29¢ for Expanded Checkout card payments; other PayPal checkout options can cost
more. (paypal.com)

e Square: 2.9% + 30¢ for online APl payments; its online or invoice rate can be 3.3% + 30¢, depending on
plan. (squareup.com)

So, as a quick estimate, budget around $3 per $100 sale, plus potentially a monthly website/platform fee.
Rates can be higher for international cards, currency conversion, or manually entered payments.

SEARCHED

online payment processing fees official Stripe pricing US online cards

PayPal online card processing fees US official merchant fees

Square online payment processing fees official US

SOURCES CITED

squareup.com Learn about Square fees | Square Support Center - United States https:/squareup.com/help/us/en/article/5068-what-are-
square-s-fees

paypal.com PayPal Business Pricing | Transaction & Processing Fees | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/fees
stripe.com Pricing & Fees https:/stripe.com/pricing

plus 30 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Square, PayPal, PayPal Checkout

Most US online card payments cost about 2.9% plus 30 cents per transaction with the big all-in-one
processors, though the total depends on the provider and your plan.

Typical range: Across the industry, the all-in cost usually falls between 1.5% and 3.5% per transaction, plus a
fixed fee of roughly 10 to 30 cents. In-person swiped or tapped transactions land near the bottom of that range,
while online card-not-present transactions land near the top.

Major providers (US, online card rates):

e Stripe: 2.9% + $0.30 per online card payment, with no monthly fee. For most online-only stores in 2026,
Stripe is the cheapest of the major options at 2.9% + 30¢ per card payment with no monthly fee.

e Square: Depends on plan. Free plan online card payments are 3.3% + $0.30, while Plus and Premium are
2.9% + $0.30. The Plus plan costs $49/month, so it only pays off at higher online volume.

e PayPal: Standard card payments are 2.99% + $0.49, and PayPal Checkout is 3.49% + $0.49.
Extra charges to watch for:

e International cards: Stripe and PayPal each add about 1.5% for cards issued outside the US. Currency
conversion adds more. Stripe adds +1% if currency is converted.
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Question h06 - Claude, continued

e Disputes: Stripe charges $15 per chargeback, and PayPal charges $15 for a dispute or $20 for a
chargeback. Square's chargeback fee is SO according to the same comparison.

e Gateway and compliance fees: If you use a separate merchant account and gateway rather than an all-in-
one provider, expect add-ons. One guide lists monthly gateway fees of $10-$25 and PCI compliance fees
of $80-$120 per year.

Example: On a $100 online sale at 2.9% + $0.30, the fee is $3.20, so you keep $96.80. The fixed 30 cents
matters more on small orders.

Rates change and vary by business type and volume, so check the provider's current pricing page or ask for a
quote before you choose. Sources also disagree slightly on Square's free-plan rate and on whether higher-risk
industries pay more.

SEARCHED

online credit card processing fees 2026
Stripe Square PayPal online card rates

SOURCES CITED

swipesum.com The True Cost of Credit Card Processing in 2026: A Merchant's Guide https:/www.swipesum.com/insights/the-true-cost-of-
credit-card-processing-in-2025-a-merchants-guide

directpaynet.com Average Fees for Credit Card Processing in 2026 - DirectPayNet https:/directpaynet.com/average-fees-for-credit-card-
processing/

chargeflow.io Stripe vs Square: Fees, POS Fit, and Who Owns Disputes https:/www.chargeflow.io/comparisons/stripe-vs-square
codecamo.com Stripe vs Square vs PayPal: Best Payment Processor (2026) https:/www.codecamo.com/how-to-choose-a-payment-
processor-for-your-online-store

startup.info Stripe vs PayPal vs Square vs Shopify Payments: Fees in 2026 https://startup.info/stripe-vs-paypal-vs-square-vs-shopify-
payments/

marketingtutor.net Stripe vs Square vs PayPal (2026): Fees Compared https://www.marketingtutor.net/stripe-vs-square-vs-paypal/

plus 12 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, PayPal, Square
Accepting card payments online typically involves a combination of transaction fees and, in some cases, fixed

monthly costs. While exact pricing depends on your provider and sales volume, most businesses can expect to
pay between 1.5% and 3.5% per transaction.

How Costs Are Structured
Payment processing fees are rarely a single number; they are usually bundled into one of two common pricing

models:

e Flat-Rate Pricing: The most common model for small-to-medium businesses (e.g., Stripe, PayPal, Square).
You pay a fixed percentage plus a small flat fee per transaction (e.g., 2.9% + $0.30). It is simple and
predictable but can be more expensive as your volume grows.

e Interchange-Plus (IC++) Pricing: Often used by larger businesses. This model separates the costs: you pay
the "interchange' fee (set by card networks like Visa/Mastercard), the "assessment" fee (paid to the
network), and a smaller "markup" paid to your processor. This is more transparent and can be cheaper at
scale but is more complex to manage.

Hidden or Additional Fees

When evaluating the cost, remember that the "headline" rate is often not the final cost. Be sure to check for:

¢ Monthly Subscription/Gateway Fees: Some providers charge a flat monthly fee (e.g., $25/month) in
exchange for lower per-transaction rates.
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Question h06 - Gemini, continued

¢ International/Cross-Border Fees: If you accept cards from customers in other countries, you will likely pay
an additional 1% to 3% in currency conversion or cross-border processing fees.

e Chargeback/Dispute Fees: If a customer disputes a payment, you may be charged a fee (often £10-£100
or $15-$50 per instance) regardless of whether you win the dispute.

e Setup or PCI Compliance Fees: Some traditional merchant accounts charge one-time setup fees or
monthly fees to maintain PCI (security) compliance.

Summary Table: Typical 2026 Landscape

Fee Type Typical Cost Range Notes

Standard Transaction Fee 1.5% - 3.5% Includes processing, gateway, and network fees.
Monthly Gateway Fee S0 - S50+ Depends on the provider and plan chosen.
International Surcharge +1% - 3% Applies to non-domestic card payments.

Recommendation: If you are just starting, a flat-rate provider is usually the easiest to set up and manage. As
your business grows and your monthly volume increases, it is worth comparing interchange-plus pricing to see
if you can lower your effective rate.

SEARCHED

cost to accept card payments online 2026

common online payment gateway fees

how do online payment processing fees work
SOURCES CITED

wise.com wise.com https:;/wise.com

payabl.com payabl.com https:/payabl.com

mypayadvisor.com mypayadvisor.com https:/mypayadvisor.com
verisave.com verisave.com https:/verisave.com

mollie.com mollie.com https://mollie.com

connectpay.com connectpay.com https:/connectpay.com
revolution-payments.com revolution-payments.com https:/revolution-payments.com
worldpay.com worldpay.com https://worldpay.com
storeengine.pro storeengine.pro https://storeengine.pro
nerdwallet.com nerdwallet.com https:/nerdwallet.com
haipay.net haipay.net https:/haipay.net

fondy.io fondy.io https:/fondy.io

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Square, PayPal

In the U.S., a typical online card-processing fee is about 2.9% of the payment plus $0.30 per transaction. For
example, a $100 sale would cost about $3.20 to process, leaving $96.80 before any other expenses. Stripe
lists that rate for domestic cards and says its standard pricing has no setup or monthly fee. '

Rates vary by provider and plan: Square lists online rates from 2.9% + $0.30 to 3.3% + $0.30, while PayPal lists
card-processing rates starting at 2.89% + $0.29. *°

You may pay more for international cards, currency conversion, or certain payment types, and some services or
ecommerce platforms can add separate subscription fees. '* These are U.S. examples; fees differ by country.

SEARCHED

online card payment processing fees 2026 Stripe pricing
PayPal online card processing fees US 2026
Square online payment processing fees 2026
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Question h06 - Perplexity, continued

SOURCES CITED

paypal.com Fee Table - PayPal https://www.paypal.com/content/pricing/evercommerce-paypal-fees?locale.x=en_US
paypal.com PayPal Business Pricing | Transaction & Processing Fees https://www.paypal.com/us/business/fees

paypal.com How to Accept Credit Card Payments for Business - PayPal https:/www.paypal.com/us/brc/article/processing-credit-card-
payments

squareup.com Understanding Our Fees | Square Payments https://squareup.com/us/en/payments/our-fees
plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION HO7 - HEAD - LEARN - INFORMATIONAL

What's the difference between a payment gateway,
a payment processor and a merchant account?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

BRANDS READ none
Think of a card payment as checkout - transaction routing = funds paid to your business:

e Payment gateway = the secure front door. It captures and encrypts payment details at checkout, then
sends them into the payment system. It’s most visible for online or in-app payments. (corporate.visa.com)

e Payment processor = the transaction’s traffic controller. It sends payment messages between the
merchant’s acquiring side, card networks, and the customer’s bank so the transaction can be authorized
and settled. (corporatevisa.com)

e Merchant account = the arrangement that lets your business accept card payments and receive the
proceeds. Traditionally, it's an account with an acquiring bank; funds are settled there before they're paid out
to your business bank account. (developervisaacceptance.com)

Example: A customer enters their card details on your site. The gateway securely passes them along; the
processor routes the request and returns an approval or decline; after approval, the transaction is settled
through the acquiring side and the money is paid out.

In practice, one provider may bundle all three services, so the terms can blur. Some payment services also let a
business accept payments without setting up a separate, traditional merchant account. (stripe.com)

SEARCHED

payment gateway payment processor merchant account difference official Stripe
merchant account payment gateway processor definitions Visa merchant services

SOURCES CITED

corporate.visa.com Payments | Visa Acceptance Solutions | Visa https://corporatevisa.com/en/solutions/acceptance/payments.html
stripe.com Payment processor vs gateway vs merchant account | Stripe https://stripe.com/en-ca/resources/more/payment-processor-vs-
gateway-vs-merchant-account

developervisaacceptance.com Introduction to Payments - Financial Institutions and Payment
Networks https:/developervisaacceptance.com/docs/cybs/en-us/payments/developer/spg/rest/payments/payments-intro/payments-intro-banks-

overview.html

plus 19 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

MENTIONED Visa, Mastercard

The three terms describe different steps in one card payment. The gateway collects the payment details, the
processor moves the transaction through the banks and card networks, and the merchant account is where
your money lands before it reaches your bank account.

e Payment gateway: This is the checkout-side technology. A gateway is the technology that securely
captures and transmits card details at checkout, the digital equivalent of the terminal. It also encrypts the
data. It moves that data securely between the customer, the merchant, and the processor.

e Payment processor: This is the back-end service that does the moving. It routes the transaction through
the card networks, such as Visa and Mastercard, to the customer's issuing bank for authorization, then
coordinates settlement toward the merchant. It is also the part that makes sure approval or decline
messages return to merchants promptly.
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Question h07 - ChatGPT, continued

e Merchant account: This is a type of bank account, not a piece of software. It allows businesses to accept
card payments. It temporarily holds funds from customer transactions before transferring them to your
primary business account, which helps with settlement and protects against chargebacks and disputes.

How they work together: In an online sale, the gateway captures the card details, the processor sends the
request through the networks and returns the result, and the merchant account receives the settled funds. The
gateway captures the payment, the processor moves the money through the networks and banks, and the
merchant account is where the funds land.

Costs: Processors typically charge per-transaction fees or a percentage of each payment to cover the costs of
authorizing and transferring funds between banks. Gateways often charge setup or monthly subscription fees
for maintaining the secure technical connection, sometimes including a small, flat fee per transaction.

Why the lines blur: Many providers bundle all three. The exact split blurs when you buy an all-in-one PSP, but
the roles remain the same: capture path versus money-movement and settlement path. So you may see one
company advertise all three, even though the functions are still separate.

SEARCHED

payment gateway vs payment processor vs merchant account explained

SOURCES CITED
solidgate.com Payment gateway vs payment processor: What's the difference? https:/solidgate.com/blog/payment-gateway-vs-payment-

processor/

razorpay.com Payment Processor vs. Payment Gateway vs. Merchant Account https:/razorpay.com/blog/payment-processor-vs-payment-
gateway-vs-merchant-account/

stripe.com Payment processor vs. payment gateway https://stripe.com/resources/more/payment-processor-vs-payment-gateway
dashdevs.com Payment Gateway vs Payment Processor (2026) https:/dashdevs.com/blog/payment-processor-vs-payment-gateway/
hlhunt.org Payment Gateway vs. Payment Processor vs. Merchant Account, Explained https://www.hlhunt.org/uncategorized/payment-

gateway-vs-payment-processor-vs-merchant-account-explained/

plus 4 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC
MENTIONED Visa, Mastercard, Stripe, Square, PayPal
To understand how electronic payments work, it helps to think of these three components as different parts of

arelay race. Each has a distinct role in getting funds from your customer’s pocket into your business bank
account.

1. Payment Gateway (The "Front Door")
The payment gateway is the technology that collects and secures your customer's payment information.

e What it does: When a customer enters their credit card details on your website or at a point-of-sale
terminal, the gateway encrypts that data to keep it safe and sends it to the payment processor.

e Think of it as: The cashier or the "front door" of the transaction. It is the interface that initiates the request.

2. Payment Processor (The "Engine")
The payment processor is the company or service that facilitates the communication between all parties

involved.

e What it does: It takes the information from the payment gateway and communicates with the card
networks (like Visa or Mastercard) and the issuing banks to verify the transaction, authorize it, and
eventually settle the funds.

e Think of it as: The "engine" running behind the scenes. It does the heavy lifting of moving information
between financial institutions.
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Question h07 - ChatGPT, continued
3. Merchant Account (The "Holding Tank")

A merchant account is a specialized type of bank account that holds your funds temporarily after a sale is
approved.

e What it does: Because credit card transactions are not instantaneous, the money doesn't go directly into
your standard business bank account. The merchant account acts as an interim holding area. Once the
processor clears the transaction, the funds are moved from this account to your actual business bank
account.

e Think of it as: A "pit stop" or temporary safe for your money.

Summary Comparison

Component Role Analogy

Payment Gateway Securely captures and transmits data The Cashier / Front Door
Payment Processor Handles authorization and communication The Engine

Merchant Account Temporarily holds funds The Holding Tank / Cash Register

Do you need all three?

In most cases, yes, to accept credit cards. However, many modern payment service providers (like Stripe,
Square, or PayPal) bundle these services together, providing you with a "one-stop-shop" so you don't have to
manage a gateway, processor, and merchant account as separate entities.

SEARCHED

what is a payment gateway vs payment processor vs merchant account
difference between payment gateway payment processor and merchant account
SOURCES CITED

vlmr.com vimr.com https:/vimr.com

highriskpay.com highriskpay.com https:/highriskpay.com

bluesnap.com bluesnap.com https:/bluesnap.com

freedompay.com freedompay.com https:/freedompay.com

wise.com wise.com https://wise.com

helcim.com helcim.com https:/helcim.com

razorpay.com razorpay.com https://razorpay.com

hlhunt.org hlhunt.org https:/hlhunt.org

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

BRANDS READ none

They're three different pieces of a card-payment setup:

e Payment gateway: The secure “front door” for payment details—typically at online checkout or a card
terminal. It encrypts and sends the payment information onward.

e Payment processor: The behind-the-scenes service that routes the transaction through the relevant
payment networks and banks, gets an approval or decline, and helps settle the payment.

e Merchant account: The account used to receive card-payment proceeds. Traditionally, funds pass through

it before being paid out to your regular business bank account. '°

A typical online card payment: the gateway sends the details to the processor; the processor seeks
authorization; after approval, the proceeds are settled to the merchant account and then paid out to your
business bank account. '’

In practice, one provider may bundle all three, so a business might not need to arrange them separately. '
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Question h07 - Perplexity, continued

SEARCHED

payment gateway payment processor merchant account difference Stripe explanation

merchant account payment gateway processor definitions Visa payment processing

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Payment processor vs. gateway vs. merchant account https:/stripe.com/resources/more/payment-processor-vs-gateway-vs-

merchant-account

corporate.visa.com Business payment services | Visa Acceptance

Solutions https:/corporatevisa.com/en/solutions/acceptance/audiences/small-medium-business.html
support.visaacceptance.com Understanding the Role of an Acquirer in Payment

Processing https:/supportvisaacceptance.com/knowledgebase/knowledgearticle/?code=000001926

corporate.visa.com How to accept payments online: A practical guide | Visa https:/corporatevisa.com/en/sites/visa-

perspectives/innovation/how-to-accept-payments-online.html

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION HO8 - HEAD - RECOMMEND - DECISION

What's the best payment processor for a SaaS company?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Paddle, Adyen MENTIONED Stripe Billing

For most SaaS companies, I'd start with Stripe. It combines payments and subscription billing in one platform,
with flexible billing features and a large range of payment methods. For a U.S. business, its standard domestic-
card rate is 2.9% + 30¢ per successful transaction; Stripe Billing’s pay-as-you-go plan adds 0.7% of Billing
volume. (stripe.com)

Choose Paddle instead if you want to outsource sales-tax and VAT compliance. Paddle acts as the merchant
of record and bundles payments, billing, and tax compliance, at 5% + 50¢ per checkout transaction. The
higher fee may be worth it if handling tax registrations, filings, and remittances yourself would be a burden.
(paddle.com)

Rule of thumb:

e Stripe: Best general-purpose default when you want control and can manage your tax obligations.
e Paddle: Best when you sell globally and want a provider to handle tax compliance as merchant of record.

e Adyen: Worth evaluating for high-volume or enterprise payment needs; its pricing is transaction-based and
varies by payment method. (adyen.com)

So, absent other details, Stripe is my default recommendation. If you share your approximate revenue, where
your customers are, and whether you sell B2B or B2C, | can make the recommendation more specific.

SEARCHED

best SaaS payment processor 2026 Stripe Paddle Adyen SaaS billing official pricing
Stripe Billing pricing official SaaS payments 2026

Paddle pricing merchant of record official 2026

Adyen pricing official online payments SaaS

site:stripe.com/pricing US online card 2.9% 30 cents Stripe pricing
site:paddle.com/pricing 5% 50 cents merchant of record pricing

site:stripe.com/tax pricing tax registration filing Stripe Tax official

SOURCES CITED

adyen.com Pricing for supported payment methods - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/pricing/
stripe.com Pricing & Fees https:/stripe.com/pricing

paddle.com All-in-One Pricing, No Hidden Costs | Paddle https://www.paddle.com/pricing

plus 43 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Helcim, Adyen, Worldpay, Braintree, Paddle MENTIONED PayPal, Venmo, Apple Pay,
Chargebee, Recurly

There's no single best processor. For most SaaS companies, Stripe is the default starting point, and the right
choice depends on your monthly card volume, customer geography, and whether you need billing tools.

e Stripe for most early and mid-stage SaaS: One comparison says Stripe is the default choice up to $1M
monthly card volume, on the strength of Billing, Smart Retries, account updater, global card support, and
developer tooling. Its subscription tooling is also a common reason it's picked: its recurring billing, usage-
based pricing, automated invoicing, and revenue recovery workflows are particularly strong. The main
drawback is cost. One reviewer warns that many businesses eventually outgrow Stripe due to pricing and
risk controls.
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¢ Interchange-plus processors at higher volume: Helcim is the usual alternative to compare. One analysis
says above $250K monthly with a commercial-card-heavy mix, run a side-by-side quote against Helcim. Its
estimate is that interchange-plus pricing usually save 0.3 to 0.6 percent of revenue per year.

e Enterprise scale and global reach: Adyen is often cited here. One source describes it as built for companies
that operate at significant scale and require global payment infrastructure. Another analysis says Worldpay
fits enterprise SaaS above $5M monthly with custom pricing and 40+ country settlement.

e Wallet-heavy customers: Braintree (PayPal-owned) suits products where customers want PayPal or
Venmo. One review says it supports global cards, PayPal payments, Apple Pay, and some local methods,
and on the SaaS essentials subscriptions, recurring billing, fraud protection it checks every box.

e Chargebee or Recurly: These are subscription management layers that sit on top of a processor rather than
replacing one. Chargebee and Recurly connect to a separate processor (such as Stripe), so they're a
complement, not an alternative.

e Merchant of record (e.g., Paddle): One roundup lists Paddle among the leading options for SaaS in 2026,
but | didn't verify its details here. It's worth checking if you want the provider to handle sales tax and
compliance for you.

A practical approach: if you're under roughly $250K a month in card volume, start with Stripe. Above that, get
guotes from Stripe and an interchange-plus provider and compare effective rates. Also check whether you sell
internationally, since that affects tax handling and local payment methods.

Most of these rankings come from payment vendors' own blogs, so treat them as starting points. Get current
pricing directly from providers, since the fee figures cited above vary by source and change over time.

SEARCHED

best payment processor for SaaS companies 2026

SOURCES CITED

clearlypayments.com Best Payment Processors in USA (2026): Fees, Features & Comparison

Table https://www.clearlypayments.com/blog/best-payment-processors-in-usa-2026/

integritas.agency Top Payment Processing for SaaS in 2026 - Integritas Agency https:/integritas.agency/blog/top-payment-processing-for-
saas

connectpay.com 12 Best Online Payment Processing Services (2026) https:/connectpay.com/blog/online-payment-processing-services/
coastalpay.com Best Payment Processors for SaaS Companies in 2026 https:/www.coastalpay.com/best-payment-processors-for-saas-
companies-in-2026/

mypayadvisor.com Best Payment Processors for B2B SaaS in 2026 https://www.mypayadvisor.com/comparisons/best-payment-processors-
b2b-saas-2026

plus 4 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Paddle, Lemon Squeezy MENTIONED Stripe Billing, Stripe Tax, Radar

There is no single "best" payment processor for every SaaS company; the right choice depends on your
company's stage, your internal resources, and your global ambitions.

To choose the right provider, you must first decide between a standard Payment Processor (Where you remain
the "Merchant of Record") and a Merchant of Record (MoR) platform.

1. The Core Decision: Processor vs. Merchant of Record (MoR)

Model How it Works Best For Popular
Providers
Payment You are the merchant. You are responsible for tax Companies with finance/legal teams or Stripe, Adyen
Processor compliance, fraud, and legal liabilities in every those wanting full control over the
region where you sell. customer relationship.
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Question h08 - Gemini, continued

Model How it Works Best For Popular
Providers
Merchant of The provider acts as the legal seller. They handle  Early-stage startups, companies scaling Paddle,
Record global tax collection, compliance, and remitting globally, or teams that want to avoid tax- Lemon
VAT/sales tax for you. filing nightmares. Squeezy

2. Top Recommendations by Use Case

Best for Flexibility & Startups: Stripe

Stripe remains the industry standard for most SaaS companies due to its developer-friendly APl and massive

ecosystem.

e Pros: Fast to integrate, excellent documentation, and modular products (Stripe Billing, Stripe Tax, Radar for
fraud) that grow with you.

e Cons: You handle the "operational overhead." As you scale globally, you are responsible for managing tax
registrations and compliance unless you use their additional (paid) tools.

Best for Global Scaling Without Tax Headaches: Paddle

Paddle is an MoR, meaning they effectively become your reseller. When you sell software through Paddle, they

take on the liability of sales tax and VAT.

e Pros: Dramatically reduces operational burden; you don't need to hire a tax compliance person as you enter
new countries.

e Cons: Higher transaction fees (usually ~5% + fixed fee) compared to Stripe's base rate, though this is often
offset by savings on legal/accounting headcount.

Best for Enterprise & High Volume: Adyen

If your SaaS is at an enterprise scale (processing millions monthly) and requires complex, global, or

omnichannel payment flows, Adyen is the top choice.

e Pros: Offers deeper, "interchange-plus" pricing which can be cheaper at very high volumes, and provides
superior global acquiring capabilities.

e Cons: More complex integration process and usually not suitable for early-stage or smaller SaaS
companies.

3. Key Factors to Evaluate

Before committing, ensure your potential partner can handle these "SaaS-specific" requirements:

¢ Recurring Billing & Dunning: Does the system automatically retry failed payments and update expired
credit cards (dunning management) to prevent "involuntary churn"?

e Tax Compliance: Does the provider calculate and collect the correct VAT/Sales Tax based on your
customer’s location?

e Developer Experience: How easy is it for your team to build and maintain the integration?

e Payment Methods: As you grow, do you need to accept local payment methods (e.g., SEPA in Europe,
iDEAL in the Netherlands, ACH for large B2B invoices)?

Final Summary

¢ If you want to move fast and have the resources to manage basic operations: Go with Stripe.

¢ If you want to focus entirely on your product and let someone else handle the tax/compliance burden: Go
with Paddle.

e If you are an established enterprise with massive volume: Look into Adyen.
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Question h08 - Gemini, continued

SEARCHED

factors to consider when choosing a payment processor for SaaS
best payment processors for SaaS companies 2026

Stripe vs Paddle vs Adyen for SaaS

SOURCES CITED

unipaas.com unipaas.com https://unipaas.com

inflowpay.com inflowpay.com https:/inflowpay.com

causo.ai causo.ai https:/causo.ai

betterlaunch.co betterlaunch.co https:/betterlaunch.co
mypayadvisor.com mypayadvisor.com https:/mypayadvisor.com
embed.co embed.co https://embed.co

processorverdict.com processorverdict.com https:/processorverdict.com
paddle.com paddle.com https:/paddle.com

dashhold.com dashhold.com https://dashhold.com

medium.com medium.com https:/medium.com

processingscoop.com processingscoop.com  https:/processingscoop.com
todapay.com todapay.com https:/todapay.com

connectpay.com connectpay.com https://connectpay.com

wise.com wise.com https:;/wise.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Paddle MENTIONED Stripe Billing

For most early-stage SaaS companies, Stripe is the best default: it's flexible, supports common subscription

and payment flows, and offers usage-based billing options. Stripe Billing pricing and features vary by plan, and
more advanced metering may require a separate product, so compare the total cost and implementation effort
against your needs. 2°

Choose Paddle instead if you sell internationally and want less tax and compliance work. Paddle acts as the
merchant of record, handling payments, subscription billing, and global tax compliance; its listed pay-as-you-
go price is 5% + 50¢ per transaction. ''?

A quick rule of thumb:

e Stripe: best if you want control and flexibility, and can manage tax obligations or use other tools for them.
e Paddle: best if you value an all-in-one merchant-of-record service and simpler international tax handling.

e Complex enterprise or high-volume needs: assess custom pricing and requirements before choosing.

If you share your country, customer locations, pricing model, and approximate transaction size, | can make a
more specific recommendation.

SEARCHED

best payment processor SaaS 2026 Stripe Paddle Adyen comparison recurring billing
Stripe pricing subscriptions usage based billing official

Paddle pricing merchant of record SaaS official

SOURCES CITED

paddle.com All-in-One Pricing, No Hidden Costs | Paddle https:/www.paddle.com/pricing

stripe.com Flexible Subscription Management Tool - Stripe Billing https:/stripe.com/billing/subscriptions
stripe.com Stripe Billing | Pricing https:/stripe.com/billing/pricing

paddle.com Paddle MoR: Everything you need to know https://www.paddle.com/paddle-101

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION HO9 - HEAD - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Which payment provider is quickest to set
up for accepting payments on a website?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Stripe Payment Link, PayPal

Stripe is probably the quickest for most websites—especially if you're okay with a hosted checkout or payment
link. You can create a Stripe Payment Link in a few clicks and add it to your site without coding. (stripe.com)

e Already using an online store platform? Use its built-in payment integration if available; connecting it may
be quicker than setting up a separate provider.

e Want a simple button or checkout with PayPal? PayPal says Checkout can be set up in minutes, though
the exact steps depend on your website and integration. (securepayments.paypal.com)

e Want payments directly on a custom-built website? Stripe is a strong quick-start choice, but embedding a
checkout still takes more work than adding a payment link.

Account verification can affect when you're actually able to accept payments or receive payouts, so “quickest”
depends partly on your business details and website platform.

SEARCHED

Stripe payment links setup no code official

PayPal checkout website setup official

Square online checkout payment links setup official

Shopify Payments setup official

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Stripe Payment Links | Simple Links to Accept Payments https://stripe.com/payments/payment-links?swcfpc=1

securepayments.paypal.com What's PayPal Checkout and how does it work? | PayPal
US https://securepayments.paypal.com/us/cshelp/article/what%E2%80%99s-paypal-checkout-and-how-does-it-work-help302

plus 36 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED PayPal, Stripe  NEGATIVE Square, Adyen

PayPal and Stripe are the two providers that reviewers most often call quick to set up, though the evidence is
mostly from third-party comparisons rather than official timings.

e PayPal: One 2026 comparison lists its setup as very fast for new businesses. Another describes integration
as quick and requiring little technical work, which suits sellers without a developer.

e Stripe: One comparison estimates it can go live in about 10 minutes. Its developer-focused tooling suits
teams that can write code, and it's better known for flexibility than for a no-code setup.

e Slower options: Square's bank verification reportedly takes about 5 days, and Adyen's application process
can take weeks to months, mainly because it targets large enterprises.

Actual setup time depends on identity and business verification, not only the platform. Most providers need
your business registration, tax ID, and bank details before you can take live payments. If you have no developer,
PayPal is probably the quickest route. If you can add code, Stripe is a strong choice. Check each provider's
current signup page, since fees and onboarding steps change.

SEARCHED

fastest payment provider to set up website payments 2026
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Question h09 - Claude, continued
SOURCES CITED
None.

plus 9 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, PayPal, Stripe Payment Links, Square, Shopify Payments, Wix Payments MENTIONED Wix, Shopify,
Squarespace

For the quickest setup, Stripe and PayPal are widely considered the industry leaders for speed and ease of use,
depending on how your website is built.

1. The Quickest "No-Code" Solutions

If you want to start accepting payments immediately without writing any code, you should look for payment
link or hosted checkout features. These allow you to generate a button or link in your dashboard and paste it
onto your website.

e Stripe: Known for its extremely fast onboarding and "Stripe Payment Links," which let you create a checkout
page in minutes and share it via a link or button on your site without custom development.

e PayPal: Offers a very simple, trusted checkout experience. Their "Payment Links" and standard button
integrations are highly accessible for non-technical users and are frequently used by freelancers and small
shops to get paid quickly.

e Square: Excellent if you have both an online and in-person component. It offers very user-friendly, all-in-one
tools that bundle payment processing with website integration options.

2. If You Are Using a Website Builder

If you are already using a platform like Wix, Shopify, or Squarespace, the "quickest" option is almost always the
native payment processor offered by that platform:

e Shopify: Use Shopify Payments to avoid third-party transaction fees and ensure a one-click setup.

e  Wix: Use Wix Payments to manage everything from a single dashboard without needing external
integrations.

3. Comparison of Top Providers

Provider Best For Why It’s Fast

Stripe Startups, SaaS, & Developers Exceptional API, pre-built Ul components, and "Payment Links" for zero-code setups.
PayPal Global reach & Trust Widely recognized; offers plug-and-play buttons that require minimal configuration.

Square Small businesses & Retail Simple, all-in-one system for both online and in-store, with very predictable setup.

Summary Recommendation

¢ If you have no developer: Use Stripe Payment Links or PayPal buttons. You can simply copy-paste these
into your website editor to start accepting payments immediately.

¢ If you are on an e-commerce platform: Stick with their built-in option (e.g., Shopify Payments, Wix
Payments) as it is already integrated and requires no manual setup.

¢ If you need a professional, scalable setup: Stripe is the standard recommendation for its combination of
speed, ease of use, and deep library of documentation should you ever need to add more complex features
later.

SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED

None.
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Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Square (top pick), Stripe Payment Links, PayPal Payment Links

Square is probably the quickest for a typical small-business website, especially if your site uses a supported
e-commerce platform: Square says most connections take a few clicks, with no coding required. °

If you only need a simple way to take payments right away, Stripe Payment Links or PayPal Payment Links
may be even faster: both let you create a payment page or link without building a custom checkout. &°

For a custom-built website, the quickest option depends on your site’s platform and how much checkout
customization you need. Account verification can also affect when you're cleared to accept live payments. '°

SEARCHED

Stripe accept payments website setup minutes onboarding

PayPal website payments setup easy quick onboarding

Square online payment processing website setup quick

SOURCES CITED

squareup.com Online Payment Services & Solutions - Square https://squareup.com/us/en/payments/online-payments
stripe.com Payments features https:/stripe.com/payments/features

paypal.com Accept Online and In-Person Payments | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/accept-payments
support.stripe.com Getting started : Stripe: Help & Support https:/support.stripe.com/topics/getting-started

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION H10 - HEAD - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Which online payment processors are
most widely used by online businesses?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED PayPal, Stripe, Shopify Payments, Square, Adyen, Authorize.net, Worldpay

The most widely used options depend on whether you mean payment processors—the services that handle
transactions—or payment methods customers select at checkout.

For online businesses, the names you'll encounter most often are:

e PayPal — one of the most widely accepted checkout options; it’s often offered alongside a card processor.

e Stripe — a popular general-purpose processor, especially for businesses with custom websites,
subscriptions, or developer-built checkout.

e Shopify Payments — widely used by Shopify stores; it’s built into the platform.
e Square — common among small businesses that sell both online and in person.
e Adyen — a major option for larger, international businesses.

e Authorize.net and Worldpay — established providers used by many merchants, including businesses with
existing payment setups.

There isn't one definitive global ranking: usage estimates vary depending on which websites are measured and
whether a study counts processors, checkout wallets, or platform-specific payment tools. Recent web-
technology data consistently puts PayPal and Stripe among the most prevalent, while Shopify Payments is
especially prominent among Shopify merchants. (almanac.httparchive.org)

Short version: for a typical online store, the familiar setup is a primary processor such as Shopify Payments or
Stripe, with PayPal offered as an additional checkout option.

SEARCHED

most widely used online payment processors ecommerce businesses market share 2025 Stripe PayPal Shopify
Payments

BuiltWith payment processor usage statistics Stripe PayPal ecommerce 2026

Datanyze payment processing market share Stripe PayPal 2025 online businesses

SOURCES CITED
almanac.httparchive.org Ecommerce | 2025 | The Web Almanac by HTTP Archive https:/almanac httparchive.org/en/2025/ecommerce?

trk=article-ssr-frontend-pulse_little-text-block

plus 39 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED PayPal, Stripe, Square, Shopify Payments, Adyen, Braintree, Authorize.net, Helcim, Worldpay

The most widely used online payment processors are PayPal and Stripe, with Square, Shopify Payments,
Adyen, and Braintree following. Which one fits best depends on the business model.

Market leaders

e PayPal: A Statista ranking of payment technologies on websites worldwide, as of August 2026, put PayPal
continued to dominate the market for online payment processing technologies worldwide, with Stripe came
in second. That ranking measures what websites use, not transaction volume. Reviewers also describe
PayPal as one of the most widely used and widely recognized payment processors.
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e Stripe: Often the default for developers and online-native companies. One guide calls it the default for
teams that want payment processing software with strong APls, documentation, and method coverage. It is
commonly used for recurring revenue models, automated retries, and subscription lifecycle management.

Other widely used options

e Square: Popular with small businesses that sell both online and in person. One guide notes it is extremely
versatile and easy to use.

e Shopify Payments: The built-in choice for Shopify stores. One comparison lists it as Best for Shopify Stores.

e Adyen: Aimed at larger companies. Reviewers describe it as an online payment processor with a wide array
of tools and note its global payment coverage.

e Braintree, Authorize.net, Helcim, and Worldpay: These also appear on multiple 2026 "best of" lists, mostly
for specific needs such as budget pricing, legacy gateway use, or enterprise routing.

Choosing by need

e Developer-controlled checkout or international sales: Stripe or Adyen.
e Customers who want a familiar wallet option: PayPal, often added alongside another processor.
e Shopify store: Shopify Payments.

e Mixed online and in-person sales for a small business: Square.

Rankings vary by source and by the measure used (site adoption, transaction volume, or reviews), so check the
current fee structures and market data before you choose.

SEARCHED

most widely used online payment processors 2026

SOURCES CITED

jotform.com The 15 best online payment processing tools for e-commerce in 2026 https://www.jotform.com/blog/best-online-payment-
processing/

microblink.com Best Payment Processors and Al Fraud Solutions in 2026 https://microblink.com/resources/blog/best-payment-processors/

statista.com Payment processing software market share 2026 https://www.statista.com/statistics/895236/australia-market-share-online-
payment-platforms/

dashdevs.com Top 10 Payment Processing Companies for 2026 (Compared) https:/dashdevs.com/blog/best-payment-processing-

companies/

thinkific.com The Ultimate Guide to the Best Online Payment Processors in 2026 https:/www.thinkific.com/blog/best-online-payment-
processors/

bitdegree.org The 7 Best Payment Processors in 2026 https:/www.bitdegree.org/money-transfer/best-payment-processor

plus 3 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, PayPal, Adyen, Square, Shopify Payments, Shopify, WooCommerce Payments, Helcim  MENTIONED
iDEAL, Bancontact, Pix

In 2026, the online payment processing landscape is dominated by a few major players that offer robust, all-in-
one solutions. Businesses typically choose their processor based on factors like their size, geographic reach,
developer resources, and specific industry needs.

The most widely used online payment processors by businesses today include:

1. Stripe

Stripe remains one of the most popular choices, particularly for online-first businesses, SaaS companies, and
those with developer resources.

e Best For: Flexibility, custom integrations, and scaling globally.
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Question h10 - Gemini, continued

e Key Strengths: Highly developer-friendly with a powerful API, it supports hundreds of payment methods
and currencies, making it a go-to for complex or high-growth operations.

2. PayPal

With hundreds of millions of active users, PayPal is a standard expectation for many online shoppers.

e Best For: Small-to-medium businesses (SMBs) and those prioritizing consumer trust.

e Key Strengths: High brand recognition and a familiar checkout experience help reduce cart abandonment.
Many businesses use it alongside other processors to offer customers more flexibility.

3. Adyen

Adyen is frequently chosen by large-scale, enterprise-level, and multi-country businesses.

e Best For: Global enterprises requiring a single, unified financial infrastructure.

e Key Strengths: It offers a comprehensive, all-in-one platform that excels in handling complex, cross-border
transactions and diverse local payment methods.

4. Square

While well-known for its point-of-sale hardware, Square is also a leading processor for omnichannel businesses
that sell both online and in-person.

e Best For: Retailers, service-based businesses, and SMBs.

e Key Strengths: User-friendly setup, a free plan for online stores, and seamless integration between physical
and digital sales channels.

5. Platform-Specific Solutions (e.g., Shopify Payments)

Many online businesses utilize payment processors integrated directly into their e-commerce platforms.

e Shopify Payments: The default and most convenient option for businesses built on Shopify, offering
integrated management of multi-currency and local payment methods.

e WooCommerce Payments: Similar to Shopify, this provides a streamlined experience for businesses
operating on the WordPress/WooCommerce ecosystem.

How to Choose

When selecting a processor, businesses typically evaluate these variables:

e Geography: If you sell internationally, you need a provider that supports local currencies and payment
methods (e.g., IDEAL, Bancontact, Pix) to reduce friction.

¢ Volume & Fees: While many offer flat-rate pricing (e.g., 2.9% + 30¢), larger businesses may benefit from
"interchange-plus" pricing models offered by processors like Adyen or Helcim.

¢ Integration: Consider whether you need a "plug-and-play" solution (like Square or Shopify) or a highly
customizable API-driven platform (like Stripe).

SEARCHED
most widely used online payment processors for online businesses 2026
top payment gateways for e-commerce businesses globally
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Question h10 - Gemini, continued

SOURCES CITED

riverpe.com riverpe.com https://riverpe.com
inqud.com inqud.com https:/inqud.com
airwallex.com airwallex.com https:/airwallex.com
connectpay.com connectpay.com https://connectpay.com
inflowpay.com inflowpay.com https:/inflowpay.com
flozic.ai flozic.ai https:/flozic.ai

payoneer.com payoneer.com https:/payoneer.com
albato.com albato.com https:/albato.com
ryftpay.com ryftpay.com https:/ryftpay.com
wise.com wise.com https://wise.com

zapier.com zapier.com https:/zapiercom

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:39 UTC

RECOMMENDED PayPal, Stripe, Shopify Payments, Shop Pay, Square, Braintree, Authorize.net MENTIONED Apple Pay, Google
Pay

The most widely used options depend on whether you mean checkout methods shoppers see or the
underlying processor handling payments:

e PayPal is the most commonly detected payment option on business websites. One web-technology tracker
counts it on 13.7 million live sites; another says it appears on 52.8% of sites where it detected a payment
provider. These are estimates of website presence, not transaction volume. "2

e Stripe is one of the most common dedicated processors, especially for businesses using custom
integrations, subscriptions, or marketplaces. '

e Shopify Payments / Shop Pay are widely used among Shopify merchants; they’re Shopify’s integrated
payment and accelerated-checkout options. **

e Square, Braintree (owned by PayPal), and Authorize.Net are also established choices. '*°

Other frequently displayed options—such as Apple Pay and Google Pay—are digital wallets rather than full
payment processors. '?

In short: PayPal is the most widespread by website presence; Stripe is a leading standalone processor; and
Shopify Payments is especially common among Shopify stores. Rankings vary by country, platform, and how a

tracker defines “use” '%°

SEARCHED

most used payment processors ecommerce websites market share 2026

payment gateway market share websites Stripe PayPal Shopify Payments 2025

BuiltWith payment processor usage ecommerce websites PayPal Stripe 2026

SOURCES CITED

trends.builtwith.com Stripe Usage Statistics - BuiltWith Trends https:/trends builtwith.com/payment/Stripe
trends.builtwith.com PayPal Usage Statistics - BuiltWith Trends https:/trends.builtwith.com/payment/PayPal
trends.builtwith.com Payment Web Usage Distribution https:/trends.builtwith.com/payment
trends.builtwith.com Stripe v3 Usage Statistics - BuiltWith Trends https:/trends.builtwith.com/payment/Stripe-v3
trends.builtwith.com Google Pay Usage Statistics - BuiltWith Trends https:/trends.builtwith.com/payment/Google-Pay
plus 10 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION H11 HEAD - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Which payment processor is best for
selling to customers in many countries?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Paddle, Stripe, Adyen, PayPal
There isn’t one best processor for every business. If you're a U.S.-based seller, my quick take is:

e Selling software or digital products? Consider Paddle. It's a merchant of record. it can handle payments
and sales tax/VAT/GST in supported markets, which can simplify international selling. It says it supports
sales in 200+ countries and territories. (developer.paddle.com)

e Selling physical goods or running a larger online business? Start with Stripe. It lets businesses in
supported countries accept payments from customers around the world; check that your business’s
countryis supported, since that’s different from where your customers live. (stripe.com)

¢ Need extensive local payment options or enterprise-scale processing? Look at Adyen. It offers a single
integration for many local payment methods, but may be more than a small business needs. (adyen.com)

e Consider PayPal as an additional checkout option. It can give customers in many markets a familiar way to
pay, but availability and features vary by country. (paypal.com)

If I had to pick one without more details: Paddle for software/digital goods where tax simplicity matters; Stripe
for a typical ecommerce business. The right choice depends especially on what you sell, where your business
is based, and your top customer countries.

SEARCHED

Stripe supported countries availability international businesses payment methods official

Adyen global payment methods countries official online payments

PayPal checkout available countries merchants official international

Paddle merchant of record countries supported official

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Stripe global availability https:/stripe.com/global

developer.paddle.com Supported countries | Paddle Developer Docs https://developer.paddle.com/concepts/sell/supported-countries-locales/
adyen.com Popular payment methods from around the world - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/payment-methods

paypal.com PayPal Checkout Solutions for Businesses | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/accept-payments/checkout?

locale.x=en_US

plus 34 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Paddle, Checkout.com, Worldpay, dLocal, EBANX MENTIONED PayPal

There's no single best processor. The right choice depends on your size, whether you sell physical goods or
digital products, and whether you want to handle tax yourself. Most sources point to a few options:

Stripe, the usual default for most businesses. Stripe is often recommended as the starting point. One source
says it offers strong coverage in the US, Europe, and many APAC markets, supports 135+ currencies, and
provides excellent APIs plus Connect tools for marketplaces. Its cross-border costs add up, though. US
standard pricing carries 1.5% for international cards and 1% for currency conversion on top of the base rate.

Adyen, for large or high-volume merchants. Adyen is aimed at bigger operations. It reaches 200+ countries
with local acquiring in major markets and delivers a unified platform for online and in-store payments. Its
pricing is less straightforward. It publishes $0.13 per transaction plus Interchange++ with a 0.60% markup on
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Question h11- Claude, continued

Visa and Mastercard, with a minimum monthly invoice that depends on your industry. Expect a more involved
onboarding process.

Paddle, if you sell software or digital products and want tax handled. Paddle works as a merchant of record,
so it becomes the seller of record. Paddle charges 5% + $0.50 as a Merchant of Record and handles global VAT,
sales tax, and chargebacks for you, landing near ~7% all-in. That's pricier per transaction, but you avoid
registering for and filing taxes in each country. One comparison concludes that Paddle's higher effective rate
buys the VAT/sales-tax filing and remittance Paddle handles as Merchant of Record.

Other options:

e Checkout.com or Worldpay are enterprise choices. Checkout.com handles payments across 150+
currencies and dozens of local payment methods.

e dLocal or EBANX are specialists for emerging markets, with deep local method coverage.

e PayPal is simple to start with, but cross-border costs can be high. One source estimates that PayPal's
domestic rates appear competitive, but compound to roughly 9% effective cost on cross-border sales due
to FX markups and missing tax infrastructure.

How to choose:

1. If you're a startup or mid-sized online seller with a developer, start with Stripe.
2. If you sell SaaS or digital goods and don't want to manage global sales tax, consider Paddle.
3. If you process large volumes across many markets, get quotes from Adyen, Checkout.com, or Worldpay.

4. If you focus on specific emerging markets, look at a local-payments specialist.

The sources | found are mostly vendor and affiliate comparison blogs, and their fee figures disagree, so check
current pricing and supported-country lists directly with each provider before deciding.

SEARCHED
best payment processor international sales many countries 2026
Stripe vs Adyen vs Paddle cross-border payments comparison

SOURCES CITED

hackmd.io Best Global Payment Processing Companies for International Businesses in 2026 -

HackMD https://hackmd.io/@thefinrate123/best-global-payment-processing-companies-international-businesses-2026

whop.com Top 42 payment processors (2026) https://whop.com/blog/payment-processors/

chargeflow.io Stripe vs Adyen (2026): Fees, Chargebacks, Best Fit https:/www.chargeflow.io/blog/stripe-vs-adyen

flowjam.com Paddle vs Stripe Billing 2024: Complete Comparison ... https:/www.flowjam.com/blog/paddle-vs-stripe-billing-2024-complete-
comparison-guide-for-saas

globalsolo.global Stripe vs PayPal vs Paddle: Fee Breakdown (2026) https:/www.globalsolo.global/blog/stripe-vs-paypal-vs-paddle-cross-
border-payment-comparison-2026

plus 13 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, PayPal, Airwallex, FastSpring, Inflowpay = MENTIONED Uber, Spotify

Selecting the "best" payment processor for international sales depends heavily on your business size, technical
resources, and where your customers are located. There is no one-size-fits-all solution, but the industry leaders
in 2026 generally fall into categories based on their primary strengths.

Top Global Payment Processors at a Glance

Provider Best For Key Strengths
Stripe Developers & Scaling Massive global reach, API flexibility, and easy
Businesses integration.
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Question h11- Gemini, continued

Provider Best For Key Strengths

Adyen Large Enterprise & Advanced, unified platform for complex global
Omnichannel operations.

PayPal Consumer Trust & Quick High customer recognition and "one-click"
Setup checkout trust.

Airwallex FX Savings & Cross-Border  Low-cost currency conversion and multi-currency

settlement.
Merchant of Record (e.g., Compliance & Tax Handles VAT/sales tax and legal compliance
FastSpring/Inflowpay) Automation automatically.

Detailed Breakdown

1. Stripe (Best for Scalability and Integration)

Stripe is widely considered the industry standard for online businesses. Its primary strength lies in its

developer-first approach.

e Why it works: It supports over 135 currencies and a vast array of local payment methods. Its
documentation is extensive, making it easy to build custom, high-converting checkout experiences.

e Consideration: While powerful, it requires some technical know-how to leverage fully, and international fees
(cross-border and currency conversion) can add up.

2. Adyen (Best for Large Enterprise)

Adyen is a "full-stack" payment provider often chosen by global giants like Uber and Spotify.

e Why it works: It offers a unified platform that covers online, mobile, and in-person payments, with excellent
local acquiring capabilities that can increase authorization rates.

e Consideration: It is typically not designed for small startups; it often requires a minimum monthly volume
and a more complex implementation process.

3. PayPal (Best for Trust and Rapid Deployment)
PayPal remains a must-have secondary option for many businesses because of its ubiquity.
e Why it works: Many international customers feel safer paying with PayPal. It is extremely easy to implement,

making it a great choice for freelancers or businesses that want to start accepting international payments
immediately.

e Consideration: Transaction fees are generally higher, and account stability (freezes) can sometimes be a
concern for rapidly growing shops.

4. Merchant of Record (MoR) Models (Best for Compliance)

If you are struggling with the legal nightmare of collecting and remitting VAT or sales tax in dozens of different

countries, services like FastSpring or Inflowpay act as the "Merchant of Record".

e Why it works: They take on the legal and tax responsibility of the transaction. This is often the best path for
SaaS or digital product companies that want to focus on their product rather than global tax compliance.

How to Choose

e Check the "True" Cost: Look past the base transaction fee. Factor in currency conversion markups, cross-
border card fees, and potential refund/dispute costs.

e Prioritize Local Payment Methods: Customers are far more likely to complete a purchase if they can use
their preferred local method (e.g., Pix in Brazil, SEPA in Europe) rather than just a credit card.
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Question h11- Gemini, continued

e Consider a Multi-Processor Strategy: You do not have to choose just one. Many businesses use Stripe as
their primary gateway for its flexibility, while offering PayPal as a secondary option to capture customers
who prefer it.

Disclaimer: | am an Al, not a financial advisor. Fees and availability can change, so always verify current terms
on the provider's official website before making a decision.

SEARCHED

how to choose a payment processor for international sales
best payment processors for global sales 2026

payment processors that support international customers best
Stripe vs PayPal vs Adyen for global business

SOURCES CITED

youtube.com youtube.com https:/youtube.com

maksupay.com maksupay.com https:/maksupay.com
connectpay.com connectpay.com https://connectpay.com
apiscout.dev apiscout.dev https:/apiscout.dev

medium.com medium.com https:/medium.com

index.dev index.dev https:/index.dev

airwallex.com airwallex.com https:/airwallex.com

inflowpay.com inflowpay.com https:/inflowpay.com

fastspring.com fastspring.com https:/fastspring.com
leanimpeccable.com leanimpeccable.com https:/leanimpeccable.com
founderyusa.com founderyusa.com https:/founderyusa.com
kanopylabs.com kanopylabs.com https:/kanopylabs.com

wise.com wise.com https:/wise.com

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

thefinanser.com thefinanser.com https:/thefinanser.com
stackshare.io stackshare.io https:/stackshare.io

inqud.com inqud.com https:/inqud.com

chargeflow.io chargeflow.io https:/chargeflow.io

gocardless.com gocardless.com https:/gocardless.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Adyen

For most small or midsize businesses, Stripe is the best starting point for selling internationally: it supports
charging in 135+ currencies and offers a broad selection of payment methods, with relatively straightforward
online setup.'?

Adyen may be a better fit for a large or fast-growing business with substantial international volume, in-person
sales, or a need for local acquiring and unified global operations. It can process payments in 130+ countries
and offers local payment methods and settlement in 30+ currencies.**

The right choice depends on where your business is based—processor availability and payment methods vary
by merchant country—as well as your sales volume, preferred checkout methods, and pricing. Compare actual
qguotes and check that each provider supports your target markets and local payment methods before
choosing.

SEARCHED

best payment processors international businesses 2026 Stripe Adyen PayPal Checkout.com global coverage
Stripe supported countries currencies local payment methods 2026
Adyen global payments coverage local payment methods countries 2026
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Question h11- Perplexity, continued
SOURCES CITED

docs.stripe.com Payment method support | Stripe Documentation https://docs.stripe.com/payments/payment-methods/payment-method-
support

docs.stripe.com Currency conversions | Stripe Documentationdocs.stripe.com » currencies »
conversions https:/docs.stripe.com/currencies

adyen.com Send global payouts in real time - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/payouts
adyen.com Global Payment Processing | Accept, Process, & Settle - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/en_GB/global-payment-processing
plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION H12 - HEAD - IMPLEMENT - INFORMATIONAL

How do | choose a payment processor for my business?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

MENTIONED PayPal

Choose a processor by comparing the total cost and operational fit, not just the advertised swipe rate.

1. Map how you take payments

List your channels and needs: in-person, online, invoices, phone orders, subscriptions, tips, refunds,
international cards, or recurring billing. Make sure the processor works with your POS, ecommerce platform,
accounting tools, and any other systems you rely on.

2. Compare total fees using your own sales pattern

Gather a recent processing statement—or estimate your monthly card volume, average transaction size, and
mix of in-person vs. online/keyed payments. Then compare:

e Percentage and per-transaction fees

e Monthly, gateway, hardware, and account fees

e Chargeback, refund, and cross-border fees

e PCl or other compliance fees

e Contract, cancellation, or early-termination costs

A useful comparison is effective rate: total processing costs divided by total card sales. Include recurring fees
too, and run the comparison with your own transaction sizes and volumes.

3. Understand the pricing model

e Flat-rate pricing is simpler and more predictable, often convenient for newer or lower-volume businesses.

¢ Interchange-plus pricing separates card-network costs from the processor’s markup. It can be easier to
inspect line by line, but statements are more complex and costs vary by card type and transaction. Ask for
the markup in writing, plus every other fee.

e Be cautious with tiered pricing if the provider can’t clearly explain which transactions land in each tier.
There isn't one model that’s always cheapest; the answer depends on your sales volume, average ticket, card
mix, and sales channels.

4. Check reliability and risk policies

Ask how quickly funds are deposited, what triggers a reserve or payout hold, how disputes are handled, and
how you can reach support. Read the agreement for termination terms and the processor’s right to delay or
withhold funds. These details can matter as much as a small rate difference.

5. Check security and customer experience

Use a processor that supports secure payment flows and clearly explains your security responsibilities. PCI
DSS applies to entities involved in processing card data, including merchants and service providers;
outsourcing checkout may reduce what your systems handle, but don’t assume it removes every merchant
obligation. (pcisecuritystandards.org)

Also consider checkout speed, payment methods customers expect, receipts and refunds, accessibility, and
whether the business name customers see on their card statement will be recognizable.
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6. Get comparable quotes—and verify the fine print

Ask at least two providers to price the same sales profile and services. Request a sample statement or a written
fee schedule, and ask: “What could | be charged beyond the advertised transaction rate?” Public rate pages
can help establish a starting point, but the published numbers may not cover every channel or fee.
(paypal.com)

Rule of thumb: prioritize simplicity and easy setup if you're small or just starting; as volume grows, compare
detailed proposals against your actual statements. If you share your business type, monthly volume, average
sale, and whether you sell in person or online, | can help build a comparison checklist.

SEARCHED

small business payment processor fees interchange pricing PCI compliance chargebacks official Stripe
Square PayPal

payment processor merchant account compare pricing interchange plus flat rate official small business
PCI DSS merchant responsibilities payment processor official PCI Security Standards Council

US FTC payment processor contracts termination fees small business

SOURCES CITED
paypal.com PayPal Business Pricing | Transaction & Processing Fees | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/fees

pcisecuritystandards.org PCI Security Standards Council - Protect Payment Data with Industry-driven Security Standards,
Training, and Programs https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/standards/pci-dss/

plus 37 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Square, Stripe, Helcim, Payment Depot, PayPal

Start with how customers pay you. The best processor is usually the one that fits your main sales channel,
whether that's in person, online, by invoice, or on a recurring schedule. Start with the channel that brings in
most of your sales and choose for that. If you have a POS system already, pick a processor that works with that
hardware. If a POS system is already in place, choose a payment processor that connects to existing hardware.

Match the pricing model to your volume. There are two main models:

¢ Flat rate is one blended percentage plus a per-transaction fee, such as 2.9% + $0.30. It's simple and
predictable, which suits low volume. For a business processing under $10,000/month, Square's simplicity
and lack of monthly fees make it the lowest-risk choice.

e Interchange-plus passes the card network's cost through to you and adds a processor markup. The card
networks set the wholesale cost, not the processor, so it is largely the same from one processor to the next
for the same transactions. So the markup is what you compare. One source suggests that any processor
markup under 0.30% plus under 15 cents per transaction is a reasonable benchmark. Interchange-plus
usually pays off as volume grows. One source says it usually wins once a business processes more than
$5,000 monthly. Treat that as a rough threshold, since card mix and ticket size matter too.

Compare total cost, not the headline rate. Add up the transaction fees along with monthly software fees,

hardware, chargeback fees, instant payout charges, and optional add-ons. Also watch for PCI compliance fees,
batch processing fees, or statement fees. To compare fairly, build one scenario and apply it to every processor
on the list. Same monthly sales, same transaction count, same average ticket, same card mix, same channels.

Check the contract terms. Some payment processing companies lock businesses into long-term contracts
and charge termination fees. If you want flexibility, look for month-to-month options.

Look at security and fraud tools. Ask whether the processor offers real-time transaction monitoring, address
verification systems (AVS), and risk rules you can customize.

Rough starting points by stage (2026 guides vary):
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Question h12 - Claude, continued

e Just starting out: Stripe or Square are common picks. Helcim or Payment Depot once your monthly volume
passes roughly $10,000 is a common next step.

e Online-only: API quality and checkout conversion matter more. If you're online-only, API quality and
checkout conversion matter more. PayPal can help conversions if your customers already use it.

If you tell me your average monthly card volume, average sale size, and whether you sell in person or online, |
can narrow this to a few specific options and show you a rough cost comparison.

SEARCHED

how to choose a payment processor for small business 2026

payment processor fees comparison interchange-plus vs flat rate

SOURCES CITED

shopify.com Payment Processing for Small Business: 8 Options (2026) - Shopify https:/www.shopify.com/blog/payment-processing-for-
small-business

lilachbullock.com Best Payment Processor for Small Business (2026): 10 Compared https:/www.lilachbullock.com/best-payment-
processor-for-small-business/

pledgebox.com Best payment processing software for small business - 2026 guide to fees https://www.pledgebox.com/post/best-
payment-processing-software-for-small-business

technologyadvice.com Best Payment Processor for Small Businesses in 2026 https:/technologyadvice.com/blog/sales/best-payment-
processors/

getholdings.com Best Payment Processing for Small Business (2026) https:/getholdings.com/resources/guides/best-payment-processing-
small-business

searcheye.io Payment Processors for Small Business in 2026 https:/searcheye.io/blog/best-payment-processors-for-small-business
strictlyzero.com Flat Rate vs. Interchange Plus: Choosing the Best Processing Model in

2026 https://strictlyzero.com/announcements/payments-announcements/flat-rate-vs-interchange-plus-choosing-the-best-processing-model-in-2026/
mannypay.io Interchange Plus vs Flat Rate: Which Pricing Costs Less? https://www.mannypay.io/beyond-the-swipe/comparisons/interchange-
plus-vs-flat-rate-pricing-which-costs-less/

anywherepos.com Interchange Plus vs Flat Rate Pricing for Retail Merchants - AnywherePOS https://www.anywherepos.com/interchange-

plus-vs-flat-rate/

plus 9 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Square, Stripe  MENTIONED Apple Pay, Google Pay

Choosing a payment processor is a strategic decision that affects your cash flow, customer experience, and
operational efficiency. Rather than focusing solely on the lowest advertised rate, you should match the provider
to your specific business model.

To choose the right processor, evaluate your options based on the following criteria:

1. Assess Your Business Needs
Before looking at providers, define how you operate:

e Sales Channels: Do you sell in-person (retail), online (e-commerce), or both (omnichannel)?

e Payment Methods: What do your customers prefer? Ensure the processor supports credit/debit cards,
digital wallets (Apple Pay, Google Pay), and any local payment methods relevant to your geography.

e Business Scale: Are you a small startup or a high-volume enterprise? Your volume will determine which
pricing model is most cost-effective.
2. Understand Pricing Structures

Don't be distracted by the "headline" rate; always ask for a full fee breakdown. The two most common models
are:

¢ Flat-Rate Pricing: A fixed percentage (plus a small fee) per transaction. This is simple and predictable,
making it ideal for lower-volume businesses.
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Question h12 - Gemini, continued

¢ Interchange-Plus Pricing: Passes through the actual network fees and adds a transparent, fixed markup.
This often becomes more cost-effective as your monthly volume grows (typically above ~5,000 in local
currency).

e Look for Hidden Costs: Check for monthly account fees, setup fees, gateway fees, chargeback fees, and
hardware costs. The best way to compare is by calculating the effective rate (total fees divided by total
processed volume).

3. Key Operational Factors

Beyond price, ensure the processor supports your daily operations:

e Settlement Timing: How quickly do funds reach your bank account? Some processors offer next-day or
even same-day funding, which is vital for cash flow.

e Integration Fit: Does the processor connect easily with your existing software, such as accounting,
inventory, or CRM systems?

e Security & Compliance: Ensure the provider is PCI-DSS compliant and offers robust fraud prevention (like
encryption and tokenisation) to protect your business and customers.

e Customer Support: When an issue arises, you need reliable help. Consider testing their support
responsiveness before committing.

4. How to Evaluate Providers

1. Build a Shortlist: Based on your needs, identify 3-4 providers (e.g., Square for ease of use, Stripe for
developers/e-commerce, or specialized providers for high-volume businesses).

2. Request a Custom Quote: Contact them to get pricing tailored to your actual volume and business type.
3. Read the Contract: Be wary of long-term commitments or restrictive terms.

4. Test the Experience: If possible, try their interface or sandbox environment to see how well it fits your
workflow.

Bottom Line: The right processor is a partner that scales with you. If you are just starting, prioritize ease of use
and transparent, simple pricing. As you grow, focus on optimizing costs and deep system integrations.

SEARCHED
payment processor selection criteria for small vs large business

how to choose a payment processor for business guide 2026

key factors to consider when choosing a payment processor

SOURCES CITED

accesspaysuite.com accesspaysuite.com https://accesspaysuite.com

connectpay.com connectpay.com https:/connectpay.com

arthatech.net arthatech.net https:/arthatech.net

staxpayments.com staxpayments.com https:/staxpayments.com

changefinancial.com changefinancial.com https:/changefinancial.com

technologyadvice.com technologyadvice.com https:/technologyadvice.com

stripe.com stripe.com https://stripe.com

maksupay.com maksupay.com https:/maksupay.com

xformative.com xformative.com https:/xformative.com

gocardless.com gocardless.com https:/gocardless.com

contactlesspaymentprocessing.com contactlesspaymentprocessing.com https:/contactlesspaymentprocessing.com
youtube.com youtube.com https:/youtube.com
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Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

BRANDS READ none

Choose a processor by comparing the total cost and fit for your business, not just the advertised transaction
rate. A practical approach:

1. Map how you take payments. List your channels—such as in-person, online, invoices, subscriptions, or
marketplaces—and the countries and payment methods your customers use. Check that the processor
supports the channels, currencies, and methods you need.

1. Compare the full fee schedule. Ask each provider to price the same monthly volume, average transaction
size, and mix of payment types. Include percentage and per-transaction fees, monthly or minimum charges,
hardware, refunds, chargebacks, international or currency-conversion fees, and cancellation costs. Estimate
your effective rate: all processing-related fees + sales volume. Headline rates can omit significant costs. '

1. Check payout timing and account policies. Confirm when funds typically reach your bank, whether faster
payouts cost extra, and what circumstances can trigger reserves, holds, or account reviews. These details
can matter as much as the stated rate for cash flow. ?

1. Review security and compliance. Ask what security protections and PCI DSS support are included, and
whether a hosted checkout or tokenization can keep card data off your systems. Outsourcing processing
does not remove all merchant responsibilities: PCI SSC says merchants should verify the provider’s
compliance, understand shared responsibilities, and meet applicable validation requirements. °

1. Test the operational fit. Check compatibility with your accounting, inventory, e-commerce, point-of-sale, or
billing systems. Look at reconciliation and refund workflows, fraud controls, dispute support, and customer
service availability.

1. Read the contract before signing. Look for term length, automatic renewal, minimums, price-change
terms, equipment obligations, termination fees, and any limits or conditions on payouts. Get important
promises and the complete fee schedule in writing.

A useful comparison is a simple table: estimated total cost, payment methods, payout schedule, integrations,
security/compliance support, dispute tools, and contract flexibility. If you share your country, sales channels,
approximate monthly card volume, and average transaction size, | can suggest which pricing model and
features to prioritize.

Sources: ' JPMorgan, Payment Processing Guide for Businesses (jomorgan.com) - > TechnologyAdvice,
Payment Processors for Small Businesses (technologyadvice.com) - ° PCI Security Standards Council, Merchant
FAQ (pcisecuritystandards.org)

SEARCHED

2026 choose payment processor business fees PCI DSS payment security guidance

payment processor business compare fees chargebacks payout timing contract integrations guide

PCI Security Standards Council merchant payment processor responsibilities PCI DSS

SOURCES CITED

pcisecuritystandards.org Frequently Asked Question https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/faqs/1092/

pcisecuritystandards.org Does PCI DSS apply to merchants who outsource all payment ... https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/fags/does-

pci-dss-apply-to-merchants-who-outsource-all-payment-processing-operations-and-never-store-process-or-transmit-cardholder-data/

pcisecuritystandards.org Merchant Resources https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/merchants/

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION H13 - HEAD - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Which payment providers support the most payment
methods, such as cards, digital wallets and bank payments?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen (top pick), Stripe, Checkout.com MENTIONED Apple Pay, Google Pay

Adyen and Stripe are the clearest broad-coverage choices, with Checkout.com also worth considering for
international businesses. There isn’'t a single provider that supports “the most” everywhere: availability depends
on your business location, customers’ countries, and whether you need onling, in-person, or both.

e Adyen — strongest candidate for broad global and in-person coverage. Adyen advertises 200+ payment
methods through one integration, spanning cards, digital wallets, bank-based methods, real-time payments,
and more. Some methods require extra setup or are limited by region. (adyen.com)

e Stripe — broad options with a straightforward online integration. Stripe says it supports 125+ payment
methods, including cards, Apple Pay and Google Pay, ACH Direct Debit, bank transfers, and local methods.
What you can enable varies by country and business model. (stripe.com)

e Checkout.com — a strong option for international commerce. It offers cards, wallets, bank transfers, and
local alternative payment methods; the specific selection varies by market. (checkout.com)

Practical takeaway: Compare the providers’ available methods in your target markets, not just their headline
counts. Check whether “bank payments” means direct debit, bank transfer, or instant bank payment—and
whether each method supports refunds, recurring payments, and your sales channels. If you share your
business country and the countries you sell to, | can narrow this down.

SEARCHED

payment provider supports payment methods cards wallets bank payments Adyen payment methods official
Stripe payment methods cards wallets bank payments official global payment methods

Checkout.com payment methods cards wallets bank transfers official

Worldpay payment methods cards digital wallets bank payments official

site:adyen.com payment methods 200 payment methods official Adyen

site:stripe.com 125+ payment methods official Stripe 2026

site:worldpay.com payment methods digital wallets bank transfer official Worldpay

site:checkout.com payment methods local 200 official

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Stripe Payment Methods for Business https:/stripe.com/payments/payment-methods

checkout.com Payment processing for global digital businesses -Checkout.com https://www.checkout.com/technology/payment-processing
adyen.com Online payments provider for global enterprises - Adyen https:/www.adyen.com/online-payments

plus 42 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen (top pick), Flywire, Worldpay, Stripe, Braintree, PayPal MENTIONED Apple Pay, Google Pay, Clearpay,
Klarna, PayNow, Venmo, iDEAL, Bancontact

Adyen and Flywire report the largest method counts, but these numbers are mostly vendor-stated and vary by
source, so treat them as rough guides.

Largest catalogs

e Adyen is the most cited for breadth. One guide says it supports 250+ payment methods globally, and
another describes it as offering more than 250 global and local payment methods available through one
platform. Its coverage includes bank-based options such as ACH and Pay by Bank.
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Question h13 - Claude, continued

e Flywire, which focuses on education and cross-border payments, claims more than 1,200 local payment
methods across more than 240 countries and territories. That is a niche provider, so it's a less direct
comparison.

e Worldpay says merchants can accept payments in 170+ countries, in 135+ currencies and with 60+
payment methods through one integration.

Broad, developer-friendly options

e Stripe advertises 100+ payment methods out-of-the-box with a single integration. It covers wallets such as
Apple Pay and Google Pay, BNPL options such as Clearpay and Klarna, and local transfers such as ACH,
SEPA, PayNow.

e Braintree (a PayPal company) covers cards, Apple Pay, Google Pay, PayPal, Venmo, iDEAL, Bancontact and
SEPA Direct Debit, plus other regional options.

Strong on wallets and consumer trust, weaker on bank methods

e PayPal is strongest on wallets and buyer familiarity. Its accept payments page emphasizes its more than
400 million active accounts, which measures reach rather than method count. One comparison rates its
local and bank options as limited, while another lists bank transfers among its methods.

Practical takeaway

e |f you need the most local methods across many countries, Adyen is usually the top pick, and Worldpay is
also a large-enterprise option.

e |f you want a broad set with simple integration, Stripe is the common choice.

e [f wallets and brand trust matter most, PayPal or Braintree are strong fits.

Method counts often depend on your country, account tier, and whether you enable each method, so check
each provider's current list for your markets before deciding.

SEARCHED

payment providers most payment methods supported comparison 2026

Adyen vs Stripe vs PayPal payment methods count

SOURCES CITED

ryftpay.com Top Payment Gateway Providers: Full Guide and Comparison (2026) https://www.ryftpay.com/blog/top-payment-gateway-
providers-full-guide-and-comparison-2026

fullfabric.com 10 Best Online Payment Gateways and Solutions for 2026 https://www.fullfabric.com/articles/best-online-payment-gateways-
solutions-2026

neontri.com Payment Gateway Comparison 2026: Best Options, Fees & Features https:/neontri.com/blog/payment-gateways-comparison/
taxually.com 7 Best Payment Gateway Providers in 2026 https:/www.taxually.com/blog/the-7-best-payment-gateway-providers-in-2025
statrys.com 5 Best Payment Gateways for Ecommerce in 2026 https://statrys.com/blog/ecommerce-payment-gateways
fintechwrapup.com Deep Dive: Stripe vs. Adyen https://www fintechwrapup.com/p/deep-dive-stripe-vs-adyen-comparing-586

askantech.com Stripe vs PayPal vs Adyen: Best Payment Gateway for Multi-Currency eCommerce https:/www.askantech.com/stripe-vs-
paypal-vs-adyen-payment-gateway-selection/

qgstomy.com Stripe vs PayPal vs Adyen: which payment gateway should you choose? - Qstomy  https:/gstomy.com/en/blog-
posts/payment-gateways-explained-stripe-vs-paypal-vs-adyen

plus 9 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen, Stripe, PayPal, Braintree, Mollie, Airwallex =~ MENTIONED Apple Pay, Google Pay, Stripe Billing, Stripe
Connect, Stripe Terminal, iDEAL, Bancontact

For businesses seeking the broadest support for payment methods—including global credit/debit cards, digital
wallets (like Apple Pay and Google Pay), and various regional/local payment options—a few major providers
stand out as industry leaders.

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 63 of 273


https://www.ryftpay.com/blog/top-payment-gateway-providers-full-guide-and-comparison-2026
https://www.ryftpay.com/blog/top-payment-gateway-providers-full-guide-and-comparison-2026
https://www.fullfabric.com/articles/best-online-payment-gateways-solutions-2026
https://www.fullfabric.com/articles/best-online-payment-gateways-solutions-2026
https://neontri.com/blog/payment-gateways-comparison/
https://www.taxually.com/blog/the-7-best-payment-gateway-providers-in-2025
https://statrys.com/blog/ecommerce-payment-gateways
https://www.fintechwrapup.com/p/deep-dive-stripe-vs-adyen-comparing-586
https://www.askantech.com/stripe-vs-paypal-vs-adyen-payment-gateway-selection/
https://www.askantech.com/stripe-vs-paypal-vs-adyen-payment-gateway-selection/
https://qstomy.com/en/blog-posts/payment-gateways-explained-stripe-vs-paypal-vs-adyen
https://qstomy.com/en/blog-posts/payment-gateways-explained-stripe-vs-paypal-vs-adyen

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172
Question h13 - Gemini, continued

There is no single "best" provider for everyone, as the right choice depends on your business scale, technical
resources, and target markets. However, the following providers are widely recognized for their extensive
payment method catalogs:

1. Adyen (Best for Global Enterprise)

Adyen is often cited as the top choice for large-scale, international businesses that require a single, unified

platform for both online and in-person (omnichannel) commerce.

e Payment Method Depth: It supports 250+ payment methods globally, including a vast array of local bank
transfers, wallets, and card schemes.

e Key Advantage: It offers direct acquiring relationships, which can reduce costs and improve authorization
rates for high-volume merchants.

e Considerations: It is a more complex, enterprise-grade solution that typically requires more engineering
resources and is often better suited for larger businesses rather than small startups.

2. Stripe (Best for Developer-First & Global Reach)

Stripe is the industry standard for developer-led companies, SaaS platforms, and businesses prioritizing speed

of integration and flexible, modern APlIs.

e Payment Method Depth: It supports 100+ local and global payment methods and is compatible with over
135 currencies.

e Key Advantage: Its documentation and developer experience are widely regarded as the best in the
industry. It is highly adaptable, offering tools for subscriptions (Stripe Billing), marketplaces (Stripe
Connect), and in-person payments (Stripe Terminal).

e Considerations: While it covers a broad range of methods, some enterprise users may find that specialized
local methods in certain emerging markets are deeper or more natively handled by Adyen.

3. Other Notable Providers

Depending on your specific needs, other providers may be better suited:

e PayPal / Braintree: Highly trusted by consumers globally. It is a strong choice if you want to immediately
leverage the high conversion rates associated with the PayPal wallet.

e Mollie: Excellent for European businesses. While its global reach is narrower than Stripe or Adyen, it
provides a very easy-to-use, localized experience for businesses operating primarily within the EU, with
strong support for local methods like iDEAL, Bancontact, and SEPA.

e Airwallex: A strong contender for cross-border businesses, specifically noted for supporting a wide range of
local payment methods (160+) in over 180 countries, often prioritizing ease of international settlement.

Summary Comparison Table

Provider Best For Scope of Payment Methods
Adyen Large global enterprises Very high (250+)

Stripe Saas, startups, & developers High (100+)

Mollie European SMEs High (focused on EU/Local)
PayPal Consumer trust/Global reach High (Wallet-focused)

Recommendation: If you are a high-volume global merchant, Adyen provides the most extensive "all-in-one"
coverage. If you are a growing business, startup, or SaaS company that values documentation and integration
speed, Stripe is generally the preferred starting point.
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Question h13 - Gemini, continued

SEARCHED

Adyen vs Stripe vs checkout.com vs Mollie payment methods support
payment providers supporting the most payment methods worldwide
global payment gateways with most payment methods cards wallets bank payments
which payment aggregator supports the most local payment methods
SOURCES CITED

medium.com medium.com https:/medium.com

embed.co embed.co https://embed.co

mollie.com mollie.com https:/mollie.com

webwinkelsucces.nl webwinkelsucces.nl https://webwinkelsucces.nl
connectpay.com connectpay.com https:/connectpay.com

inflowpay.com inflowpay.com https:/inflowpay.com

codelevate.com codelevate.com https:/codelevate.com

wise.com wise.com https://wise.com

gocardless.com gocardless.com https:/gocardless.com

fullfabric.com fullfabric.com https:/fullfabric.com

acemoneytransfer.com acemoneytransfer.com https:/acemoneytransfercom
airwallex.com airwallex.com https:/airwallex.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen (top pick), Stripe, Checkout.com MENTIONED Apple Pay, Google Pay, PayPal, Alipay, WeChat Pay

Adyen and Stripe are the strongest broad-coverage options among the providers checked.

e Adyenis a good fit if you want a particularly broad mix of international and local methods. It says it supports
200+ payment methods, spanning cards, digital wallets, bank transfers, real-time payments and buy-now-
pay-later. Its documented examples include Apple Pay, Google Pay, PayPal, Alipay, WeChat Pay, ACH Direct
Debit, and regional bank-payment options. Availability depends on the country, sales channel, and setup. '?

e Stripe is another strong all-rounder, reporting 125+ payment methods. Its options include cards, wallets,
bank debits, bank redirects and transfers, with the particular methods varying by market.

e Checkout.com also offers a range of global and local methods, including wallets such as Alipay, but the
results available here don’t provide a comparable total count—so | can't confidently rank its catalog against
Adyen or Stripe. ®

Practical takeaway: shortlist Adyen if the widest catalog is your main priority, and Stripe if you want broad
coverage with a clearly documented 125+ methods. Before choosing, check support for your specific
countries, currencies, sales channels, and payment flows; headline counts don't guarantee every method is

available to every business. %4

Sources: ' Adyen payment-method overview (docs.adyen.com) - 2 Adyen supported methods (docs.adyen.com) - 2

Stripe payment methods (stripe.com) -  Stripe method support (docs.stripe.com) - ° Checkout.com payment
methods

SEARCHED

Adyen payment methods cards digital wallets bank payments supported methods

Stripe payment methods cards wallets bank debits supported payment methods

Checkout.com payment methods cards wallets bank payments supported methods

SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Payment method setup | Adyen Docs https:/docs.adyen.com/standard/integration/payment-method-setup
docs.adyen.com Payment methods | Adyen Docs https://docs.adyen.com/platforms/payment-methods

docs.adyen.com Supported payment methods https:/docs.adyen.com/unified-commerce/pay-by-link/supported-payment-methods
docs.adyen.com Supported payment methods https:/docs.adyen.com/plugins/adobe-commerce/supported-payment-methods
docs.stripe.com Supported payment methods https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/payment-methods/overview

plus 10 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION H14 - HEAD - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Which payment processor is easiest for developers to integrate?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Stripe Checkout, Stripe Payment Link, PayPal, Adyen, PayPal Checkout

For a typical web app or SaaS, Stripe is usually the easiest all-around choice for developers—especially if you
use Stripe Checkout, its hosted checkout page. You create a Checkout Session on your server and redirect the
customer, so you don’t have to build the payment form yourself. (docs.stripe.com)

If you want the absolute least code and don’t need payments embedded in your app, a Stripe Payment Link
may be simpler still. PayPal also has a minimal checkout flow, while Adyen’s prebuilt Drop-in can be quick to
add when you need a wider range of payment methods. (docs.stripe.com)

Quick rule:

e Web app / SaaS: Stripe Checkout
¢ Simple no-code-ish payment: Stripe Payment Link

e PayPal button is essential: PayPal Checkout

The best fit can change if you need in-person POS, marketplace payouts, or particular countries and payment
methods.

SEARCHED

Stripe developer integration quickstart SDK docs payments

Adyen developers integration documentation drop-in components

PayPal developer checkout integration SDK documentation

Square developer payments API quickstart

site:docs.stripe.com quickstart checkout accept a payment Stripe Checkout integration
site:docs.stripe.com checkout quickstart hosted payment page integration

SOURCES CITED

docs.stripe.com Payments for existing customers | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/existing-customers?
platform=web&ui=stripe-hosted

docs.stripe.com Alipay payments | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/alipay

plus 43 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), PayPal, Braintree, Adyen, Square

Stripe is the most common answer for developers. Most sources | found name it the easiest to build against,
mainly because of its documentation and SDKs. The evidence is mostly vendor comparison blogs, not
independent benchmarks, so treat the rankings as directional.

e Stripe: One review calls its documentation the best in fintech, and another ranks its developer experience
first among the major processors. Coverage of its SDKs is broad, with client libraries for most major
languages. A basic checkout integration is often reported to take a few hours to a couple of days.

e PayPal (and Braintree, its subsidiary): If you want the least code, PayPal is the usual pick. One guide
describes its hosted options as needing minimal coding. Braintree's prebuilt Drop-in Ul is another quick
route to a checkout page, and it bundles cards with PayPal and Venmao. Its API design and documentation
rank below Stripe's, and one reviewer notes that some docs are outdated or inconsistent.

e Adyen: Strong for large enterprises, but several sources say it takes more setup, requires an application
before you can reach the test environment, and has a steeper learning curve. One comparison estimates
weeks of integration work versus days for Stripe.
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Question h14 - Claude, continued

e Square: Best if you also need in-person payments and hardware with minimal setup.

Practical recommendation: For a typical web app, SaasS, or online store, start with Stripe. If you mainly need a
simple PayPal button and have little engineering capacity, use PayPal. If you're a large enterprise with high
volume, evaluate Adyen. Whichever you choose, test in its sandbox before committing, since switching later is
costly.

SEARCHED

easiest payment processor for developers to integrate 2026
Stripe vs Adyen vs PayPal developer API documentation comparison

SOURCES CITED
None.

plus 18 more pages found, not cited

Gemini  gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Paddle, Lemon Squeezy, Braintree, PayPal MENTIONED Stripe Tax, Radar

For most developers, Stripe is widely considered the gold standard for integration ease, documentation quality,
and overall developer experience.

While the "easiest" processor depends on your specific business model (e.g., whether you need a Merchant of
Record), Stripe consistently ranks at the top for technical flexibility and developer tooling.

Why Stripe is the Top Choice

e Documentation: Stripe’s documentation is widely regarded as the best in the industry—comprehensive,
clear, and filled with functional code examples in virtually every major programming language.

e SDKs & Tooling: It offers an extensive ecosystem of SDKs, a powerful CLI for local testing, and a robust
sandbox environment that makes integration feel "plug-and-play".

e Feature Depth: Beyond simple payments, it handles subscriptions, invoicing, tax calculation (Stripe Tax),
and fraud prevention (Radar) in a unified environment, which saves you from building these complex
systems from scratch.

Other Notable Options Based on Use Case

If your needs differ from a standard SaaS or e-commerce build, consider these alternatives:

Processor Best For Why?

Paddle / Lemon Global SaaS/Digital These are Merchants of Record (MoR). They handle tax compliance (VAT/Sales Tax),
Squeezy Goods refunds, and chargebacks for you, which can save weeks of legal and financial
development work.

Braintree Marketplaces & As a PayPal subsidiary, it offers native, deep integration with PayPal and Venmo while
PayPal/Venmo providing flexible vaulting for recurring payments.
PayPal Fast/Low-Code If you need to add a payment option quickly without a deep API build, PayPal’'s
Setup "button" integrations are extremely fast to implement, though less flexible for custom
workflows.

Summary Recommendation

¢ If you want the best APl experience and full control: Choose Stripe.

¢ If you want to offload tax compliance and legal headaches: Choose a Merchant of Record like Paddle or
Lemon Squeezy.

e If you need deep PayPal/Venmo integration: Consider Braintree.
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Question h14 - Gemini, continued

A note on "Merchant of Record" (MoR): If you are a solo developer or a small team, look closely at Paddle or
Lemon Squeezy. While they might have different integration patterns than Stripe, they eliminate the "tax
compliance nightmare" that many developers eventually face when selling internationally.

SEARCHED

Stripe vs Braintree vs PayPal developer experience
easiest payment processor for developers to integrate 2026
developer friendly payment gateways 2026

SOURCES CITED

inflowpay.com inflowpay.com https:/inflowpay.com

fungies.io fungies.io https:/fungies.io

boxchrge.com boxchrge.com https:/boxchrge.com
connectpay.com connectpay.com https:/connectpay.com
apiscout.dev apiscout.dev https:/apiscout.dev

anyway.sh anyway.sh https:/anyway.sh

postman.com postman.com https:/postman.com
stackademic.com stackademic.com https:/stackademic.com
index.dev index.dev https:/index.dev

watermelonwebworks.com watermelonwebworks.com https://watermelonwebworks.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick)

Stripe is probably the easiest choice for most developers, especially for a standard online checkout. Its
hosted Checkout option minimizes custom code, while its quickstarts and official SDKs cover common
languages and platforms. Stripe recommends Checkout Sessions for most integrations because it handles
more of the checkout work than a lower-level, fully custom flow. 82

It isn't universally easiest: your framework, region, payment methods, and existing systems matter. But if you're
starting from scratch, Stripe is a strong default.

SEARCHED

easiest payment processor integrate developers Stripe API documentation SDK comparison 2026
payment gateway edasiest developer integration Adyen PayPal Stripe developer survey

Stripe developer integration API documentation quickstart current

SOURCES CITED

docs.stripe.com Quickstart guides - Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/quickstarts

docs.stripe.com Retrieve a list of supported countries from Stripe API? https://docs.stripe.com/api

docs.stripe.com Online payments | Stripe Documentation https://docs.stripe.com/payments/online-payments
docs.stripe.com sdks https:/docs.stripe.com/sdks

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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DECISION

Which payment processors give a business the
tools and reporting to raise its card approval rate?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Checkout.com, Worldpay, Shift4

Several processors offer both approval-rate optimization and reporting to diagnose declines. The strongest

options to investigate are:

Processor Approval-improvement tools

Stripe Authorization Boost bundles tools such as
adaptive retries, network tokens, and card
account updater.

Adyen Intelligent routing, authorization-message

optimization, and smart retries.

Checkout.com Intelligent Acceptance optimizes payment

messaging and routing, and can recover some

declines.

Worldpay Revenue Boost, routing, retries, account
updater, and tokenization.

Shift4 Offers payment and risk tools that can support

transaction performance.

Reporting and visibility

Dashboard performance insights, recommendations, and
alerts for unusual changes. (stripe.com)

Performance and risk analytics; Adyen’s tools can help
identify refusal patterns and monitor authorization outcomes.
(adyen.com)

Dashboard analytics include acceptance rates and
breakdowns by card type, payment method, and currency.
(checkout.com)

Real-time authorization dashboards, decline analysis, and
reporting across processors and acquirers. (worldpay.com)

Its Insights area shows authorization rates, card-brand
breakdowns, and common decline reasons. (help.shift4.com)

Quick shortlist: Stripe is worth considering for a relatively integrated, self-serve setup; Adyen and
Checkout.com are strong candidates for complex or international payment operations; Worldpay is worth
evaluating if you want optimization plus consolidated reporting across multiple payment providers. Which is
best depends on your business type, transaction volume, sales channels, and markets.

When comparing them, ask for a demo using your own transaction data: approval rates by issuer, card type,
region, and channel; decline reasons; and a clear separation between issuer declines and declines caused by
fraud controls or checkout issues. Also ask which optimization features are included versus paid add-ons. No
provider can guarantee a particular lift—published performance figures are vendor-reported and may not
predict your results.

SEARCHED

payment processor authorization optimization approval rate analytics official Stripe authorization rate
dashboard

Adyen authorization optimization analytics approval rates official

Checkout.com authorization rate optimization analytics official

Worldpay authorization optimization approval rates reporting official

site:
site:

adyen.com payment optimization approval rates analytics authorization official Adyen
checkout.com optimize payments acceptance rate smart routing official
site:docs.stripe.com authorization rate analytics declines acceptance official
site:worldpay.com authorization rate analytics optimization official

site:
site:

checkout.com/docs analytics acceptance dashboard payment performance Checkout.com
checkout.com/docs acceptance analytics declines dashboard
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Question h15 - ChatGPT, continued

SOURCES CITED

worldpay.com Optimize payment authorization rates | Worldpay https:/www.worldpay.com/en/optimize-authorization-rates
stripe.com Stripe Authorization Boost | Increase Your Authorization Rates https:/stripe.com/authorization-boost?__=&__previewld=

help.shift4.com Insights Overview in the Shift4 Customer Hub - Shift4 Help
Center https://help.shift4.com/Shift4_Customer_Hub/Use_and_Operation/Insights_Overview_in_the_Shift4_Customer_Hub

adyen.com Optimize your payments for conversion and cost - Adyen https:/www.adyen.com/uplift/optimize/
checkout.com Intelligent Acceptance | Optimize Payments with Checkout.com https://www.checkout.com/products/intelligent-acceptance

plus 38 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Worldpay, Nuvei, Primer
The processors with the most documented authorization-rate tooling are Stripe, Adyen, and Worldpay. Nuvei

and orchestration layers like Primer are also worth considering. Most uplift figures come from the vendors
themselves, so test them on your own traffic.

Stripe

e Authorization Boost bundles several acceptance tools. Stripe says it increases acceptance rates by 3.8% on
average, though that is a vendor average.

e |ts toolkit includes Enhanced Issuer Network, Adaptive Acceptance, Smart Retries, card account updater,
and network tokens.

e Stripe's dashboard lets you manage performance from the Dashboard. The pricing is a trade-off: on custom
pricing, Adaptive Acceptance is included in Authorisation Boost at 0.08% per successful online card
transaction without Authorisation Boost. Check current terms, since these figures are from a 2026
comparison page.

Adyen
e Adyen Uplift is its optimization suite. One comparison says it claims +6% authorization, and another notes it
lifted payment authorization rates by up to 6 percent during pilot, according to the 2024 annual report.

e |t also decides when to retry: intelligent retries send transactions with a soft decline or insufficient funds
code a day or two later.

e Adyen's reporting is detailed, but it has a caveat. Even among providers that claim to report gross
authorization rates, the calculation isn't always consistent. Some exclude online transactions blocked
before they reach the issuer. Ask any provider exactly how it defines its auth rate before you compare
numbers.

e Adyen's local acquiring tends to matter most for multi-country volume. One source says Adyen's local
acquiring will typically lift authorization rates by enough to offset higher integration overhead for businesses
spread across regions. Expect longer setup: integration timelines run weeks rather than days.

Worldpay

e |ts portal provides real-time transaction data and analysis.

e Itsrecovery services include account updater and retry logic, with a stated 9.3% typical lift in payment
acceptance. This is Worldpay's own figure.

e |t also offers a managed optimization service that uses Al and data signals to drive higher approvals.
Nuvei

e |ts Payment Authorization Optimization product offers comprehensive, consolidated reporting and a control
panel where you can manage settings that can boost acceptance rates. | found less independent evidence
on the size of its gains than for Stripe or Adyen.
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Question h15 - Claude, continued

Checkout.com

e One listicle says it optimizes authorization rates through localized acquiring strategies and offers detailed
reporting and performance analytics. This is a secondary source with little detail.

Orchestration layers (Primer and similar)

e These sit above one or more processors. Primer lets you manage multiple processors through one
integration and use Workflows to control how transactions are routed. This helps if you want to shift volume
to whichever processor performs best in each market, rather than relying on one.

What to look for, whichever you choose

e Network tokens and an account updater, which keep stored card credentials current. Tokens are
automatically updated when underlying card credentials change, so they are less likely to be declined for
incorrect card data.

e Retry logic that distinguishes decline types, and reporting broken down by processor, card type, and region.

e Visibility into false declines, meaning legitimate payments refused in error. Stripe's Authorization Boost, for
example, identifies and retries false declines in real time.

Before committing, run a pilot or A/B test on your own traffic. One practitioner observes that large merchants
often run A/B tests between providers and find both Stripe and Adyen to be high performers, with differences
depending on specific geographies or banks.

SEARCHED

payment processors authorization rate optimization tools reporting

Stripe Adyen authorization rate boost card approval features 2026

SOURCES CITED

worldpay.com Optimize payment authorization rates https:/worldpay.com/en/optimize-authorization-rates

nuvei.com Payment Authorization Optimization https://www.nuvei.com/solutions/authorization-optimization

adyen.com What your payment acceptance rate isn't showing you - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/payment-acceptance-rate
primer.io How to improve payment authorization rates https:/primer.io/blog/5-ways-to-improve-your-payment-authorization-rates
paycompass.com Guide To Optimizing Your Company’s Payment Authorization Processes https:/paycompass.com/blog/authorization-
optimization/

stripe.com Optimizing authorization rates: How to reduce network declines https:/stripe.com/guides/optimizing-authorization-rates
connectpay.com 12 Best Online Payment Processing Services (2026) https://connectpay.com/blog/online-payment-processing-services/
stripe.com Stripe Authorization Boost https://stripe.com/authorization-boost

stripe.com Stripe Authorisation Boost https://stripe.com/en-pt/authorization-boost

paymentbrief.com Stripe vs Adyen vs Checkout.com — PaymentBrief https:/paymentbrief.com/articles/stripe-vs-adyen-vs-checkout-2026-
pricing-teardown/

clearfunction.com Stripe vs. Adyen 2026: Buyer's Guide for Payments https:/www.clearfunction.com/insights/stripe-vs-adyen-2026
samboboev.medium.com Deep Dive: Stripe vs. Adyen — Comparing Product Stacks and Pricing https://samboboev.medium.com/deep-
dive-stripe-vs-adyen-comparing-product-stacks-and-pricing-6436029a184b

plus 5 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen, Stripe, Checkout.com, Worldpay, Whop, Corefy, Primer

To raise your business's card approval rate, you should look for payment processors and orchestration
platforms that provide advanced analytics, intelligent routing, and automated retry logic.

Rather than relying on a single processor, many high-volume businesses now use "payment orchestration" to
gain granular control over their transaction paths, which is often the most effective way to optimize approvals.
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Question h15 - Gemini, continued
Top Providers for Approval Optimization

The following companies are widely recognized for offering the specialized tools and reporting required to
diagnose and reduce payment declines:

e Adyen: Known for its end-to-end infrastructure, Adyen provides deep, real-time analytics. Its platform
includes intelligent routing and optimization tools that help merchants manage complex, global payment
flows and improve authorization rates across different regions.

e Stripe: Stripe offers a robust suite of tools like "Adaptive Acceptance" and "Smart Retries". Their developer-
first platform provides extensive reporting that helps businesses understand why transactions are declined
and how to optimize their setup to capture more revenue.

e Checkout.com: This provider is frequently cited for its superior analytics and flexible routing capabilities. It
gives merchants the ability to monitor performance in real-time, helping them identify regional payment
trends and technical inefficiencies that lead to lost sales.

e Worldpay: As a large-scale processor, Worldpay utilizes massive datasets to inform their optimization
models. They work closely with merchants to adjust transaction attributes in real-time to increase the
likelihood of approval.

e Whop & Other Orchestration Platforms: For businesses that want to use multiple processors
simultaneously, orchestration platforms like Whop, Corefy, or Primer are essential. They allow you to route
payments across different providers, ensuring that if one processor fails, the transaction can be
automatically retried through another, significantly boosting overall success rates.

Key Features to Look For

When evaluating a payment partner to improve your approval rates, ensure they offer the following capabilities:

¢ Intelligent/Smart Routing: The ability to dynamically direct transactions through the path (acquirer or
network) most likely to succeed based on geography, card type, or currency.

e Automated Retries: Logic that automatically attempts to recover "soft" declines (e.g., temporary network
issues) without requiring customer intervention.

e Account Updater Services: Tools that automatically update stored card information (like expired cards) so
that recurring billing and subscription payments don't fail.

e Adaptive Authentication: Features that allow you to balance security (like 3D Secure) with user experience,
triggering fraud checks only when necessary rather than for every transaction.

e Granular Reporting: Dashboards that break down decline codes by reason, region, and card type, allowing
you to identify exactly where your "leaks" are occurring.

Strategic Recommendation

If you are currently experiencing high decline rates, start by auditing your decline codes. Most payment
dashboards provide a breakdown of these codes (e.g., "insufficient funds" vs. "do not honor" vs. "fraud
suspected"). If your declines are primarily technical or routing-related, switching to or adding an orchestration
layer can often solve these issues without requiring you to switch your core processor.

SEARCHED

how payment processors help increase card approval rates

features of payment processors that improve transaction approval rates
payment processors with tools to improve card approval rates

best payment gateways for payment authorization optimization
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Question h15 - Gemini, continued

SOURCES CITED

connectpay.com connectpay.com https://connectpay.com
xpp.nl xpp.nl https:/xpp.nl

nuvei.com nuvei.com https:/nuvei.com
whop.com whop.com https://whop.com
corefy.com corefy.com https:/corefy.com
primer.io primer.io https:/primer.io

stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com
worldpay.com worldpay.com https://worldpay.com
rapyd.net rapyd.net https:/rapyd.net

ixopay.com ixopay.com https:/ixopay.com
payu.com payu.com https:/payu.com
solidgate.com solidgate.com https:/solidgate.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Checkout.com

Several processors offer both authorization-rate optimization and reporting to measure the impact:

Processor Tools that may help approvals

Stripe Authorization Boost includes Al-driven
authorization adjustments, selective retries, network
tokens, and card account updater for eligible card-
not-present payments.

Adyen Adyen Uplift includes intelligent routing,
authorization-message optimization, and retry tools.

Checkout.com Intelligent Acceptance can optimize routing and
retries, among other payment-flow adjustments.

Reporting

Dashboard analytics show estimated recovered
payments and volume, approval-rate uplift, and cost
savings; Acceptance analytics help examine
authorization rates and declines. 712

Adyen provides payment-performance reporting,
including gross and net authorization-rate views and
decline-code detail, which can help identify where
payments are failing. %©

Its dashboard reports authorization-rate uplift,
estimated transactions saved, performance by attempt,
and breakdowns by optimization. 2

How to choose: Ask each provider to show how it calculates authorization rate, whether its uplift figures are
measured against a control group or estimated, and how results break down by issuer, country, card type,
decline reason, and first attempt versus retry. Reported gains are not guarantees; they depend on your

transaction mix, geography, and setup.

SEARCHED

payment processor authorization rate optimization reporting Stripe authorization rate tools

Adyen authorization rate optimization reporting payments

Checkout.com acceptance rate optimization analytics authorization rate

SOURCES CITED

checkout.com Boost acceptance rates - Docs - Checkout.com https:/www.checkout.com/docs/payments/optimize-payments/boost-

acceptance-rates

adyen.com Optimize your payments for conversion and cost https:/www.adyen.com/uplift/optimize

adyen.com What your payment acceptance rate isn't showing you https://www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/payment-acceptance-rate

docs.stripe.com Authorization Boost | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/analytics/optimization

docs.stripe.com Acceptance analytics https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/analytics/acceptance

plus 10 more pages found, not cited

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0

Page 73 of 273


https://connectpay.com/
https://xpp.nl/
https://nuvei.com/
https://whop.com/
https://corefy.com/
https://primer.io/
https://stripe.com/
https://worldpay.com/
https://rapyd.net/
https://ixopay.com/
https://payu.com/
https://solidgate.com/
https://www.checkout.com/docs/payments/optimize-payments/boost-acceptance-rates
https://www.checkout.com/docs/payments/optimize-payments/boost-acceptance-rates
https://www.adyen.com/uplift/optimize
https://www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/payment-acceptance-rate
https://docs.stripe.com/payments/analytics/optimization
https://docs.stripe.com/payments/analytics/acceptance

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

APPENDIX A - QUESTION H16 - HEAD - COMPARE - DECISION

Which payment platforms are best for
large enterprises processing high volumes?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Worldpay, Checkout.com, Fiserv, Carat

For a large enterprise, I'd shortlist Adyen, Stripe, Worldpay, Checkout.com, and Fiserv. There isn't one
universal “best”: the right choice depends on whether you prioritize global omnichannel acquiring, a developer-
friendly platform, or a large traditional acquirer.

Platform Strong fit when you need...

Adyen Global online and in-store payments on one platform. A good first choice for multinational retailers and other
enterprises seeking unified commerce, payments, risk, and reconciliation. Adyen reports processing €803.8
billion in the first half of 2026. (adyen.com)

Stripe Flexible APIs and fast product development. Worth a look for digital-first businesses, subscriptions,
marketplaces, and teams that value developer tools. Stripe says its services handled over 500 million API
requests per day; enterprise pricing and support are available. (stripe.com)

Worldpay Broad acquiring reach and established enterprise operations. A candidate for merchants with complex
global, in-store, online, or industry-specific needs. Worldpay describes coverage across 174 countries and 135
currencies, with enterprise offerings for both digital and physical channels. (worldpay.com)

Checkout.com High-volume, international digital commerce. Consider it for ecommerce businesses focused on payment
performance and global acceptance. It reports more than $300 billion in ecommerce volume in 2025 and is
expanding its U.S. acquiring capabilities. (checkout.com)

Fiserv/ Carat Large-scale omnichannel acquiring, especially with substantial U.S. operations. Evaluate it if you need an
established processor across in-person and online channels, or want to connect payments with broader
commerce services. (merchants fiserv.com)

Quick starting point: Compare Adyen and Worldpay for global omnichannel retail; Stripe and Checkout.com
for digital-first businesses; and Fiserv when U.S. acquiring and broad commerce infrastructure are priorities.
These are starting points, not a ranking—actual performance and economics depend on your markets, payment
mix, and contract.

Before choosing, ask each vendor for a proposal based on your real transaction data. Compare all-in cost,
approval rates by market and card type, uptime and support commitments, settlement terms, fraud and
dispute tools, integration effort, and how easily you can export stored payment credentials. At enterprise scale,
negotiated terms and measurable approval performance can matter more than headline processing rates.

SEARCHED

enterprise payment processing platforms high volume official Stripe Adyen Worldpay Checkout.com
enterprise

Adyen enterprise payments high volume official platform processing volume

Stripe enterprise payments scale high volume official

Worldpay enterprise global payments high volume official

site:adyen.com enterprise payments unified commerce processing official

site:checkout.com enterprise payments global processing official

site:worldpay.com enterprise payments global merchants official

site:fiserv.com enterprise merchant payment processing omnichannel official
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Question h16 - ChatGPT, continued

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Enterprise Payment Solutions for Large Businesses | Stripe https://stripe.com/enterprise
adyen.com Online payments provider for global enterprises - Adyen https:/www.adyen.com/online-payments
worldpay.com Enterprise payments for global merchants | Worldpay https:/worldpay.com/en/enterprise

checkout.com Checkout.com secures approval for Georgia Bank charter, accelerating US
expansion https:/www.checkout.com/newsroom/checkout-com-secures-approval-for-georgia-bank-charter-accelerating-us-expansion

merchants.fiserv.com Merchant Services | Payment Processing Enterprise Solutions | Fiserv https://merchants fiserv.com/en-us/

plus 47 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen, Checkout.com, Worldpay, Stripe, Juspay, Hyperwallet, Tipalti, Corpay Cross-Border, Cybersource
MENTIONED Global Payments, Stripe Connect

For a large enterprise, the usual shortlist is Adyen, Checkout.com, Worldpay, and Stripe, with specialist tools
added for payouts or orchestration. Most of these vendors don't publish enterprise pricing, so you'll need a
quote. The sources below are mostly vendor-adjacent comparison blogs, so treat their rankings as starting
points.

Main processors

e Adyen is the most frequently recommended for global, omnichannel volume. One source says it is a strong
fit for large, global enterprises running high transaction volumes across multiple markets, currencies, and
sales channels. Another notes it supports 150+ currencies and 200+ local payment methods on one
platform. Onboarding is demanding: one review says it requires deep technical resources.

e Checkout.com fits high-volume online businesses that care about approval rates. One source describes it
as an enterprise acquirer priced by quote on your risk profile, with decline optimisation. Another says its
value increases significantly as transaction volume grows.

e Worldpay is the traditional choice for large retail and hospitality acquiring. It offers enormous transaction
scale and broad acquiring. Ownership changed recently: one source notes it was acquired by Global
Payments in January 2026, so confirm which terms carry forward.

e Stripe suits platforms and marketplaces more than traditional enterprises. Its Stripe Connect product is
aimed at marketplaces, and enterprises typically negotiate custom terms beyond the published 2.9% + 30¢
standard rate.

Specialist options

e Payment orchestration: Juspay is one example. It operates at over 300 million transactions daily across
150+ countries at 99.999% uptime, according to the vendor. Orchestration layers route transactions across
several processors, which can reduce dependence on a single acquirer.

e Mass payouts: Hyperwallet suits large enterprise marketplaces and platforms disbursing at high volume to
a highly distributed international payee base. Tipalti is listed as a global payables automation and mass
payment platform.

e Cross-border B2B: Corpay Cross-Border is recommended when FX cost, payment corridor reliability, and
cross-border finance operations are the main concerns.

e Fraud-heavy operations: Cybersource is suggested for deep scoring, extensive rule customization, and
comprehensive case management.

How to decide

e Compare effective rates at your actual monthly volume, not headline rates. One comparison finds Stripe
wins under S80K; Worldpay wins above $250K on IC+ deals. That claim comes from a single vendor-run
comparison, so verify it with your own numbers.
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Question h16 - Claude, continued

e Look at the contract terms as well as the rate. One guide points out that at enterprise volume the question
changes from "what is the rate" to "what is the contract', covering settlement terms and reserves.

e Many large merchants use two or three processors, with an orchestration layer routing between them,
rather than relying on a single provider.

If you tell me your transaction types (online, in-store, payouts, B2B), regions, and rough annual volume, | can
narrow this down.

SEARCHED

best enterprise payment platforms high volume 2026

enterprise payment processors comparison Adyen Stripe Worldpay Checkout.com

SOURCES CITED

finix.com The 8 Best Payout Platforms in 2026 https:/finix.com/resources/blogs/best-payout-platforms

corefy.com Top 7 Best Payment Gateway Software Providers 2026 https://corefy.com/blog/best-high-volume-payment-gateway-software
thecfoclub.com 10 Best Enterprise Payment Platforms in 2026 https:/thecfoclub.com/tools/best-enterprise-payment-platform/
guideflow.com 8 best enterprise payment software tools for 2026 - Guideflow Blog https://www.guideflow.com/blog/enterprise-payment-
software

nerdbot.com Payment Orchestration Platforms High-Volume Merchants: Shortlist https:/nerdbot.com/2026/09/08/payment-orchestration-
platforms-for-high-volume-merchants-the-2026-shortlist/

clearlypayments.com Best Payment Processors in USA (2026): Fees, Features & Comparison

Table https://www.clearlypayments.com/blog/best-payment-processors-in-usa-2026/

wifitalents.com 10 Tools Compared: Best Enterprise Payment Software (2026) https:/wifitalents.com/best/enterprise-payment-software/
whop.com Top 42 payment processors (2026) https://whop.com/blog/payment-processors/

anytime-capital.com Best Enterprise Payment Processors (2026) https:/anytime-capital.com/compare/best/enterprise-payment-processors
viasocket.com Top Fraud-Prevention Focused Payment Processors for

Enterprises https://viasocket.com/discovery/blog/v2mfnv/Payment%20Processors/7-fraud-prevention-payment-processors-for-enterprises
chargeflow.io eCommerce Payment Providers (PSPs): Top 10 Compared (2026) https://www.chargeflow.io/blog/ecommerce-payment-
service-provider

connectpay.com 9 Best Ecommerce Payment Processing Companies in 2026 https:/connectpay.com/blog/best-ecommerce-payment-
processing/

mypayadvisor.com Compare 15 Payment Processors: 2.32%-3.07% Real Rates https:/www.mypayadvisor.com/comparisons

plus 4 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC
RECOMMENDED Adyen, Stripe, Worldpay, Spreedly, Corefy
For large enterprises processing high transaction volumes, the "best" platform is rarely a one-size-fits-all

choice. Instead, the selection process focuses on global infrastructure, authorization performance, cost-
efficiency at scale (interchange-plus pricing), and reliability.

At the enterprise level, the industry leaders are typically Adyen, Stripe, and Worldpay, each serving different
organizational priorities.

1. Adyen: The Enterprise-First Powerhouse

Adyen is widely considered the leading choice for large, global organizations, particularly those with complex or
"unified commerce" needs (e.g., retailers operating both online and in-store).

e Best For: Global merchants needing a single, integrated platform for all channels (online, in-app, POS).

e Core Strength: It acts as its own acquirer, which often results in superior authorization rates and lower costs
for high-volume businesses.

e Pricing: Uses Interchange++ (IC++) pricing, which is highly transparent and generally the most cost-
effective model for very high volumes.

e Considerations: Onboarding is bespoke and can be lengthy; it is designed for established, large-scale
operations rather than fast-moving startups.
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Question h16 - Gemini, continued

2. Stripe: The Developer-Centric Standard

Stripe has moved aggressively upmarket and is the dominant choice for enterprises that prioritize technical

flexibility, rapid integration, and a comprehensive ecosystem.

e Best For: Tech-forward enterprises, SaaS companies, and marketplaces that need to build custom
checkout experiences or leverage a wide suite of financial tools (e.g., Billing, Connect, Tax).

e Core Strength: Exceptional documentation, "best-in-class" APIs, and a modular architecture that allows
teams to scale and add features as needed.

e Pricing: Offers both flat-rate and interchange-plus models. As you scale, you can negotiate enterprise-level
pricing.

e Considerations: While it handles massive volume, its "developer-first" approach means your engineering
team will play a significant role in maintenance and optimization.

3. Worldpay (Global Payments): The Institutional Reliable

Worldpay is a long-established global player with deep roots in institutional finance and traditional retail.

e Best For: Enterprises with massive, multi-region operations that require extreme stability, reliability, and
support for a broad range of legacy and modern payment methods.

e Core Strength: Robust global infrastructure and extensive experience managing complex, high-volume
payouts and regulatory compliance across diverse markets.

e Pricing: Custom enterprise pricing.

e Considerations: It is less focused on developer "self-service" than Stripe and is more about providing a
robust, stable, and compliant service for structured finance teams.

Comparison Summary at Scale

Feature Adyen Stripe Worldpay

Primary Focus Unified, global commerce Developer/API flexibility Institutional scale & stability
Pricing Model Interchange++ (Negotiated) Modular/Negotiated Custom/Negotiated

Best For Global retailers/Omnichannel Tech/SaaS/Modern platforms Global/Legacy/Traditional
Integration Bespoke/Professional Services Developer-driven (API-first) Institutional implementation

Key Considerations for Your Evaluation

When evaluating these platforms for high-volume needs, consider the following strategic shifts:

e Payment Orchestration: Large enterprises often move toward a multi-processor strategy rather than
relying on a single provider. Using an "orchestration layer" (like Spreedly or Corefy) allows you to route
transactions to the processor most likely to approve them, reducing decline rates and providing
redundancy if one provider experiences downtime.

e Authorization Optimization: At high volume, even a 0.5% increase in authorization rates can result in
millions of dollars in recovered revenue. Look for platforms that offer smart routing (sending transactions to
the best-performing local acquirer) and automated card lifecycle management (updating expired card
details).

e Total Cost of Ownership: Do not just look at the per-transaction fee. Factor in support costs, the efficiency
of your internal engineering/finance teams, and the cost of managing chargebacks and fraud. For very large
orders, many enterprises also incorporate direct bank transfers or wire integration to bypass high card-
processing fees.

SEARCHED

No web search run.
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Question h16 - Gemini, continued
SOURCES CITED

None.

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen, Stripe, Worldpay, Checkout.com, PayPal

For large enterprises processing high volumes, Adyen and Stripe are strong options, but the best fit depends
on your operating model:

e Adyen — strong for unified global, online-and-in-person payments. Its single platform combines gateway,
processing, and acquiring, which can help large businesses manage payments across channels and
regions. It's worth evaluating if you want one integrated stack and direct control over acquiring. °°'°

e Stripe — strong for API-led businesses and flexible payment infrastructure. It offers broad international
coverage, many payment methods and currencies, and processor-agnostic routing options. Stripe reports
processing $1.9 trillion in payment volume in 2025, a useful scale indicator, though vendor-reported figures
aren’t a guarantee of fit for your workload. "

e Worldpay, Checkout.com, and PayPal may also belong on a shortlist depending on your regions, payment
mix, existing banking relationships, and need for particular services. The available comparison results
identify these as notable payment-processing providers but don’t establish which is best for your specific
volume or requirements. '#

Practical recommendation: Compare Adyen and Stripe first, then request proposals from additional providers
if your footprint or specialized needs warrant it. Run a proof of concept using your actual transaction mix and
compare authorization rates, total cost, uptime and incident handling, local acquiring, reconciliation, fraud
controls, support, and migration effort. Ask each provider to validate expected peak throughput and service
levels in writing.

SEARCHED

best enterprise payment processing platforms high volume 2026

Stripe enterprise payments scale global official

Adyen enterprise payments high volume official

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Enterprise Payment Solutions for Large Businesses - Stripe https:/stripe.com/en-pl/enterprise
adyen.com Online payments provider for global enterprises https:/www.adyen.com/en_AE/online-payments
stripe.com Stripe Payments | Global Payment Processing Platform https://stripe.com:80/in/payments
adyen.com Accept payments online and in person - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/accept-payments

adyen.com Ecommerce payment processing: What to look for in a provider https://www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/ecommerce-payment-
processing

stripe.com Stripe | Financial Infrastructure to Grow Your Revenue https://stripe.com:80/en-ca
g2.com Best Enterprise Payment Processing Software in 2026 | G2 https://www.g2.com/categories/payment-processing/enterprise
plus 8 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION H17 - HEAD - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Which payment processor pays out to
the business's bank account fastest?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC

RECOMMENDED Square (top pick), PayPal MENTIONED Stripe

For a U.S. business, Square is a strong pick for the fastest payout to a regular bank account: its eligible
Instant Transfers can arrive in minutes, 24/7. Square charges 1.95% per transfer, and eligibility, limits, and your
bank’s processing can affect timing. (squareup.com)

PayPal’s eligible Instant Transfers also typically complete within minutes, while Stripe Instant Payouts are
generally available within about 30 minutes—but Stripe eligibility can be limited. (paypal.com)

Bottom line: If speed is the priority, compare Square and PayPal’s instant-transfer availability and fees for your
account. If you mean free, routine payouts, timing varies by provider, account, and bank; Square’s standard
schedule is next business day, while its instant option costs extra.

SEARCHED

Stripe payout schedule instant payouts official business bank account
Square transfer schedule instant transfers official bank account
PayPal business transfer to bank instant transfer official

Adyen payout settlement schedule merchants official

SOURCES CITED

squareup.com Set up and edit transfer options | Square Support Center - United States https:/squareup.com/help/us/en/article/3807-
deposit-options-with-square

paypal.com How to Withdraw Funds from Your PayPal Account | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/cshelp/article/how-do-i-get-money-
out-of-my-paypal-account-help394

plus 36 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:40 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Square, PayPal
No single processor is fastest in every case. The answer depends on whether you mean the default schedule or

an instant payout, and the fastest options charge a fee. Most of these figures come from 2026 comparison
blogs, so check each provider's pricing page before you rely on them.

Instant payouts (fastest, for a fee)

e Stripe: One source says Stripe's Instant Payouts appear within 30 minutes under eligible conditions. It
charges 1.5% of the payout volume with a 50¢ minimum in the US, according to Stripe's pricing page as
cited in one comparison. Another source gives 1% for most other countries. Eligibility is limited, since one
source notes instant payouts go to eligible debit cards.

e Square: Instant and same-day transfers cost 1.95% per transfer, per Square Support. Same-day transfers
are sent 15 minutes after close of day. Limits apply: new Square sellers start with one instant transfer per
day of up to $2,000, and one source says instant transfers only run during US banking hours.

e PayPal: Instant transfers typically complete within minutes, though processing can vary and may take up to
30 minutes. The fee is about 1.75% capped at $25 per transfer, though another source puts it at around
1.5%.

Standard (free) payouts

e Square: Usually the quickest default. Square sends funds to a linked bank the next business day by default.
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Question h17 - Claude, continued

e Stripe: Stripe deposits funds into your bank account within 2 business days for most transactions. New
accounts can wait longer, since Stripe typically schedules a new account's first payout 7 to 14 days after the
first live payment.

e PayPal: Standard bank transfers from PayPal take 1-3 business days and are free.

Other rails

Same-Day ACH settles in about 4-6 hours during business hours and costs roughly $0.05 to $0.30 per
transaction. Real-time networks like RTP and FedNow settle in seconds, but you usually need a payout
platform or bank that supports them rather than a standard card processor.

Bottom line: For the fastest access to money, Stripe and PayPal instant payouts both land within about 30
minutes for a fee. Square is the fastest free option, arriving the next business day, and its instant transfers are
the simplest for in-person sellers. If you sell mostly online, Stripe usually fits better. If you sell in person, Square
usually fits better.

SEARCHED

fastest payout payment processor instant bank transfer comparison 2026

Stripe Square PayPal payout speed instant payouts fees

SOURCES CITED

seamlesschex.com Best Instant Payout Options: 2026 Comparison https:/www.seamlesschex.com/blog/best-instant-payout-options
thedigitalmerchant.com Fastest Payment Processors for Payouts: Who's Got the Need for Speed?

https://thedigitalmerchant.com/fastest-payment-processors-for-payouts/

startslice.com Fastest Payment Processors for Small Businesses: Same-Day & Next-Day Settlement Compared - StartSlice
Blog https://startslice.com/blog/fastest-settlement-payment-processors/

jim.com Stripe vs square: Which payment processor fits your business https:/www.jim.com/blog/stripe-vs-square

eco.com Stripe vs Square 2026: Fees, Payouts and Which Fits Your Business https://eco.com/support/en/articles/17338153-stripe-vs-square-
2026-fees-payouts-and-which-fits-your-business

memberful.com Payment Processing for Creators: Stripe vs PayPal https:/memberful.com/blog/stripe-vs-paypal
sgqmagazine.co.uk PayPal vs. Stripe Statistics 2026: See Who Leads https:/sqmagazine.co.uk/paypal-vs-stripe-statistics/

plus 12 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Square, PayPal, Paybyrd

To get funds into your business bank account as quickly as possible, you should look for payment processors
that offer instant payout (or instant transfer) features.

While standard settlement for most processors typically takes 1-2 business days, many major providers allow
you to bypass this waiting period for an additional fee.

Top Processors for Fast Payouts

The following processors are widely recognized for their ability to provide near-instant or same-day access to
funds:

e Stripe: A popular choice for online businesses. It offers an Instant Payouts feature that allows eligible
merchants to send funds to their bank account immediately. This service generally incurs an additional fee
(often around 1%-1.5%).

e Square: Excellent for businesses that combine in-person (POS) and online sales. Square provides a 24/7
instant transfer option for a fee (typically around 1.5%-1.95%).

e PayPal: Offers instant transfers to linked bank accounts for a fee (often around 1.75%). It is widely used and
trusted, which can help with checkout conversion.

¢ Niche/Specialized Providers: Some platforms like Paybyrd (for POS) and various others targeting specific

business types (like Saa$S or retail) also offer instant, on-demand payouts to help with immediate cash flow
needs.
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Question h17 - Gemini, continued
Important Considerations

e Instant Payout Fees: Almost all processors that offer "instant" access charge an extra percentage-based
fee on top of the standard transaction processing fees. Always check if this cost is sustainable for your
profit margins.

e Eligibility & Holds: New accounts often have a "waiting period" (sometimes 30-90 days) before they
become eligible for instant payouts while the processor monitors your transaction history for risk.

e Bank Limitations: Even with an instant payout from the processor, the final arrival of funds can occasionally
be delayed by your specific bank's processing times, especially on weekends or holidays.

¢ Risk Management: If your business experiences a sudden, unexpected spike in sales volume, processors
may automatically trigger a temporary hold on your funds regardless of your "instant" payout status, as part
of their standard fraud and risk protection measures.

Recommendation: If you are a new business, verify if the provider has an initial holding period before you rely
on their instant payout feature for your daily operating expenses. For established businesses, Stripe or Square
are typically the most reliable options for speed and integration.

SEARCHED

Stripe vs Square vs Adyen payout speed

payment processors with instant payouts to business bank account
payment processors with fastest payout to business bank account 2026
fastest same-day payout payment processors for small business
SOURCES CITED

airwallex.com airwallex.com https:/airwallex.com

shuttleglobal.com shuttleglobal.com https:/shuttleglobal.com

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

anytime-capital.com anytime-capital.com https:/anytime-capital.com
getholdings.com getholdings.com https:/getholdings.com
acemoneytransfer.com acemoneytransfercom https://acemoneytransfer.com
nerdwallet.com nerdwallet.com https:/nerdwallet.com

startslice.com startslice.com https://startslice.com

processorverdict.com processorverdict.com https:/processorverdict.com
johngalt-finance.com johngalt-finance.com https:/johngalt-finance.com
merchantsbancard.com merchantsbancard.com https:/merchantsbancard.com
taxually.com taxually.com https:/taxually.com

mypayadvisor.com mypayadvisor.com https:/mypayadvisor.com

paybyrd.com paybyrd.com https:/paybyrd.com

genome.eu genome.eu https:/genome.eu

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC
RECOMMENDED Square (top pick), Stripe

Square appears fastest for a direct bank-account payout: its Instant Transfer typically reaches a linked bank
account within minutes—often about 20 minutes—and costs a fee (1.95% in the cited U.S. information). 2'°

Stripe’s Instant Payouts are also fast, typically arriving within 30 minutes, but require an eligible account and
supported bank account; fees may apply. '*

So, if you're choosing between those two, Square has the edge on stated delivery time. Actual arrival depends
on your country, bank, eligibility, and any transfer limits or holds.

SEARCHED

Stripe payout schedule instant payouts bank account official
Square transfer schedule instant transfer bank account official
PayPal payout timing business bank account instant transfer official
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Question h17 - Perplexity, continued

SOURCES CITED

docs.stripe.com Receive payouts | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payouts

squareup.com Same-Day and Instant Transfers — Get Paid Instantly | Square ... https:/squareup.com/us/en/payments/instant-transfers
docs.stripe.com Instant Payouts for Stripe Dashboard users | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payouts/instant-payouts

api.squareup.com Manage checking account transfers | Square Support Center ... https:/api.squareup.com/help/us/en/article/7604-square-
checking-transfers

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION H18 - HEAD - LEARN - INFORMATIONAL

What are the risks of relying on a single payment processor?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

BRANDS READ none

Relying on one payment processor creates a single point of failure: if that provider has a problem, your ability
to take payments can be affected all at once. Main risks include:

e Outages or technical failures: A processor outage, integration issue, or network disruption can interrupt
checkout and delay revenue. Payment systems need continuity and recovery plans because disruptions
can affect operations. (occ.treas.gov)

e Account holds, reserves, or termination: The processor may restrict your account, hold funds, or stop
serving your business—for example, after a risk review, unusual volume changes, or elevated disputes. A
reserve can tie up cash you need for payroll, suppliers, or refunds. (stripe.com)

¢ Limited negotiating power: With no practical alternative, it's harder to respond to fee increases, contract
changes, or service limitations.

e Concentrated fraud and dispute exposure: One provider’s fraud rules, dispute handling, or risk thresholds
determine how much of your sales get declined or flagged.

e Migration friction: Switching can take time and may require new integrations, customer reauthorization for
recurring payments, and operational changes.

e Security and compliance dependency: Outsourcing processing does not remove all your responsibilities;
merchants still need to check the provider's PCI DSS status and understand their shared obligations.
(pcisecuritystandards.org)

Reducing the risk: Consider a tested backup processor or payment method, keep integrations and customer-
payment data portable where possible, monitor processor performance and cash reserves, and document how
you would switch. A backup is most useful if it's actually configured and periodically tested—not merely listed in
a contingency plan.

SEARCHED

single payment processor risks outage account termination chargeback fees compliance PCI official
payment processor concentration risk business continuity outage payment processing official
Stripe restricted businesses reserves account termination official

PCI DSS payment processor merchant responsibility official

SOURCES CITED

pcisecuritystandards.org Does PCI DSS apply to merchants who outsource all payment processing operations and never store,
process or transmit cardholder data? - PCI Security Standards Council https:/www.pcisecuritystandards.org/faqs/does-pci-dss-apply-to-
merchants-who-outsource-all-payment-processing-operations-and-never-store-process-or-transmit-cardholder-data/

stripe.com Prohibited and Restricted Businesses | Stripe https:/stripe.com/legal/restricted-businesses

occ.treas.gov Payment Systems, Comptroller's Handbook https://www.occ treas.gov/publications-and-resources/publications/comptrollers-
handbook/files/payment-sys-funds-transfer-activities/pub-ch-payment-systems.pdf

plus 27 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

BRANDS READ none

A single processor creates several distinct risks. Most of the sources below are from payment vendors who sell
multi-processor setups, so they have a stake in the conclusion.

Main risks
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Question h18 - Claude, continued

e Sudden loss of revenue. One processor controls your ability to collect money. If it suspends the account,
delays payouts, or goes down, you can't take payments at all. One source notes that a merchant operating
through a single PSP with no fallback has, in the event of a processor outage, no revenue. Not reduced
revenue - none.

e Account holds and frozen funds. Processors can act on your money with little warning. Holds may follow
sudden spikes in sales volume, unusual buyer behaviour, higher than normal refund activity, recurring
chargebacks. Frozen settlements can block access to your balance, which matters if you need that cash for
payroll or inventory.

e Reserves and cash flow. A processor that holds reserves against your volume can squeeze liquidity. One
source says merchants may face limited liquidity, slower growth, higher financial pressure when one
processor controls all reserves.

e Compliance and acquiring-bank decisions. Your provider's risk appetite becomes your constraint. A bank
may leave your industry, or a compliance audit may freeze the account. This is especially acute for high-risk
merchants.

e Weak pricing leverage. With no alternative, you have little room to negotiate fees, and one source lists zero
pricing leverage as a cost of single-PSP dependence.

e Lost approvals. Each processor has its own fraud rules and routing. Relying on one can mean legitimate
payments get declined without a fallback. One source argues that failed payments and false declines can
drain more revenue than fraud does.

e Limits on growth. Setups that work at small scale can become constraints as volume, markets, and product
lines expand, particularly when each new market requires new integrations.

Trade-offs of diversifying

Running multiple processors has real costs. You may need to manage several integrations, reconcile
settlements across providers, and handle differing fee structures and fraud tools. Splitting volume can also
complicate dispute-ratio monitoring. For a low-volume, low-risk business, a single well-chosen processor may
be a reasonable choice. The usual middle ground is a primary processor plus a vetted backup, which one
source describes as splitting volume between a primary and a vetted backup provider creates redundancy.

If you tell me your volume, industry, and markets, | can suggest which of these risks matter most for you.

SEARCHED

risks of single payment processor dependence

SOURCES CITED

onrampfunds.com 9 Proven Strategies to Mitigate Payment Processor Funding Risks https://www.onrampfunds.com/guides/9-proven-
strategies-to-mitigate-payment-processor-funding-risks

acpays.com Why Merchants Should Use More Than One Payment Processor https://acpays.com/why-merchants-should-never-rely-on-a-
single-payment-processor/

flexpaymentsolutions.com Multi-Processor Strategy for High-Risk Merchants https:/flexpaymentsolutions.com/blog/multi-processor-
strategy-high-risk-merchants/

whop.com Payment orchestration: How it works & why it matters https://whop.com/blog/payment-orchestration/

plus 6 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

NEGATIVE Stripe, PayPal

Relying on a single payment processor creates a "single point of failure" that can jeopardize your entire
business. Because payment processing involves complex infrastructure and strict risk management, your
reliance on one provider exposes you to several critical risks.

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 84 of 273


https://www.onrampfunds.com/guides/9-proven-strategies-to-mitigate-payment-processor-funding-risks
https://www.onrampfunds.com/guides/9-proven-strategies-to-mitigate-payment-processor-funding-risks
https://acpays.com/why-merchants-should-never-rely-on-a-single-payment-processor/
https://acpays.com/why-merchants-should-never-rely-on-a-single-payment-processor/
https://flexpaymentsolutions.com/blog/multi-processor-strategy-high-risk-merchants/
https://flexpaymentsolutions.com/blog/multi-processor-strategy-high-risk-merchants/
https://whop.com/blog/payment-orchestration/

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

Question h18 - Gemini, continued

1. The Risk of Sudden Service Disruption

e Account Termination: Payment processors may freeze or terminate your account with little to no notice.
This often happens due to automated risk-management algorithms that flag sudden spikes in sales,
changes in your industry's risk profile, or minor fluctuations in chargeback rates.

e Held Funds: When an account is terminated or placed under review, processors frequently hold your
balance for 90 to 180 days to cover potential chargebacks. This can cripple your cash flow, leaving you
unable to pay staff, suppliers, or advertising costs.

e Technical Outages: No provider is immune to downtime. If your only processor experiences a technical
issue, network outage, or infrastructure failure, your revenue stream stops instantly until they resolve the
problem.

2. Commercial and Strategic Risks

e Lack of Leverage: When all your volume flows through one provider, you have little negotiating power
regarding fees or contract terms. If they raise prices, you have no easy alternative.

¢ Limited Market Adaptability: A single provider may not support all the payment methods, currencies, or
regional preferences your global customers expect. Relying on one limits your ability to offer a localized,
frictionless checkout experience.

e Hidden "Vendor Lock-in": Migrating payment data (such as customer payment tokens) to a new processor
can be difficult or impossible, depending on your provider’s policies and technical compatibility.

3. The "High-Risk" Trap

Many businesses, particularly those in sectors like travel, subscriptions, digital goods, or wellness, are labeled
as "high-risk”. If you use a standard payment aggregator (like Stripe or PayPal) that isn't specialized for your
industry, you are at a much higher risk of having your account shut down once the processor performs a
deeper review of your business model.

How Businesses Mitigate These Risks

To avoid these vulnerabilities, many companies adopt a payment diversification strategy:

e Payment Orchestration: Using platforms that allow you to connect multiple processors. This provides
failover redundancy—if one processor goes down or rejects a transaction, the system can automatically
reroute it to another.

e Geographic Redundancy: Using different processors for different regions to ensure better local
performance and compliance.

e Strategic Planning: Keeping collection and payout rails separate and maintaining clear communication with
your processor about expected sales growth to prevent "unexpected" risk triggers.

Bottom Line: While a single processor is often easier to manage in the early stages, as your business grows,
the cost of being "locked in" can quickly exceed the administrative effort of managing multiple providers.

SEARCHED

what happens if my only payment processor shuts down my account
risks of relying on a single payment processor for businesses
business risks of single payment gateway dependency
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Question h18 - Gemini, continued

SOURCES CITED

resub.io resub.io https:/resub.io

payselect.ae payselect.ae https:/payselect.ae

remitos.ai remitos.ai https:/remitos.ai

shuttleglobal.com shuttleglobal.com https:/shuttleglobal.com

Xxavioncapital.com xavioncapital.com https:/xavioncapital.com

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

tagada.io tagada.io https:/tagada.io

innovatefinance.com innovatefinance.com https:/innovatefinance.com

payfurl.com payfurl.com https:/payfurl.com

emerline.com emerline.com https://emerline.com

eflow.com eflow.com https:/eflow.com

secureglobalpay.net secureglobalpay.net https:/secureglobalpay.net

razorpay.com razorpay.com  https://razorpay.com

sharpay.net sharpay.net https://sharpay.net

bluesnap.com bluesnap.com https:/bluesnap.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

BRANDS READ none

Relying on one payment processor creates a single point of failure: if it becomes unavailable or stops serving
your business, you may lose the ability to take payments until you restore service or move to another provider.
Key risks include:

Outages or degraded service: Failed or slow transactions can mean lost sales, abandoned checkouts, and
customer frustration—especially during peak periods. '©

Account suspension or termination: A provider may restrict processing after a compliance review, changes
in its risk policies, or other issues. With no backup already in place, switching can take time and interrupt

revenue. '3

Payout delays or held funds: Reviews, disputes, or reserves can disrupt cash flow even when you have
made sales. *°

Less leverage over pricing and terms: Without an alternative, it can be harder to respond to fee increases
or contract changes. ?

Limited flexibility: One provider’s approval performance, payment methods, market coverage, or risk rules
may not suit every customer or transaction. 89

Migration friction: Saved payment credentials and recurring payments may not transfer easily, so changing
providers can require customer action and create failed renewals or churn. °

A backup processor can reduce some of these risks, but it adds integration, maintenance, and compliance
work. The practical goal is not necessarily to route every payment through multiple providers; it’s to have a
tested fallback for critical payment flows and a plan for outages, account reviews, and migration. '

SEARCHED

single payment processor risks business outage account termination fees concentration risk

payment processor account frozen terminated merchant risks alternatives
payment processing outage risks business continuity PCI compliance
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Question h18 - Perplexity, continued
SOURCES CITED

nmi.com Payment Operations Risk Management Guide | NMI https:/www.nmi.com/resources/payments-101/fundamentals/risks-considerations-
protecting-your-payment-operations/

atlaspayment.org The Real Cost of Single-Provider Payment Dependency https:/atlaspayment.org/insights/single-provider-payment-
dependency

y.uno PSP Concentration Risk: A Board-Level Exposure | Yuno https:/y.uno/post/psp-concentration-risk-is-a-board-level-exposure-most-
enterprise-merchants-are-not-measuring-it

tryspeed.com Payment Provider Fails? (Here's How to Fix It) https:/www.tryspeed.com/blog/payment-provider-failure

primer.io How to choose a payment processor: What to look for (and when ... https:/primerio/blog/how-to-choose-a-payment-processor
primer.io Payment aggregators explained: benefits and limitations https://www.primer.io/blog/payment-aggregrator

shuttleglobal.com What Happens When Your Only Payment Processor Cuts You Off https://www.shuttleglobal.com/guides/single-psp-risk/

plus 8 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION H19 - HEAD - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Which payment processor has the best
support when something goes wrong?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Shopify (top pick) MENTIONED Chase Payment Solutions, PayPal, Square

Short answer: Shopify is the strongest general-purpose pick by recent merchant-satisfaction data—but that
doesn’t prove it has the best support specifically when a payment problem hits.

In J.D. Power’s 2025 U.S. Merchant Services study, Shopify ranked first overall, just ahead of Chase Payment
Solutions and PayPal. The study measures several parts of the experience, not support alone. (jdpower.com)

If getting a real person to help with urgent account or funds issues is your top priority, I'd look for a processor
that gives you a named account representative and a clear escalation path—often through a bank or
merchant-services provider—rather than choosing on brand ranking alone. Support can vary by plan: Square,
for example, says phone availability depends on your subscription. (squareup.com)

So my practical take: Shopify for the best broad satisfaction signal; a provider offering dedicated human
support for the best chance of hands-on help. What kind of business is this for-online, in-person, or both?

SEARCHED

payment processor customer support reviews Stripe Square PayPal merchant support 2026
Square support phone 24/7 payment processing official

Adyen support contact merchant support official

payment processor customer service support rankings merchants 2025

SOURCES CITED

jdpower.com J.D. Power 2025 U.S. Merchant Services Satisfact https:/www.jdpower.com/sites/default/files/file/2025-
01/2025002%20U.S.%20Merchant%20Services.pdf

squareup.com Get support at Square | Square Support Center - United States https:/squareup.com/help/us/en/article/4993-contact-square-
support?msockid=1bb7145dab0f69cb15ac02c4aa9d6856

plus 38 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Square, PayJunction, Chase, Finix NEGATIVE PayPal

No single processor clearly wins on support. The answer depends on what kind of problem you mean, and
most of the evidence is from review sites, some of which are vendor-produced or affiliate-driven.

Stripe is the most-cited option for support depth, but the reports conflict. One review says Stripe announced in
2018 that all customers would get 24/7 live chat and phone support, and another says all customers have
round-the-clock phone, email, and chat access. A more skeptical review says its customer support is primarily
asynchronous, meaning email and chat, with no phone support on standard plans. Another describes it as
primarily self-serve and documentation-based, which isn't ideal for non-technical users. Stripe's account-
termination problems are also a concern: one review notes that its automated risk systems have a documented
history of account terminations with little recourse for some industries.

Square gets mixed marks. One review reports that many people have complained about accounts being frozen
or terminated for no reason, and when this happens, Square cuts off phone support and communicates only by
email. Its U.S. News rating is strong, at 4.7, but that rating is a general one.

PayPal is frequently criticized for disputes and account holds. One review says resolving disputes and account
issues through PayPal's customer service is a consistent complaint, with long wait times and uneven support
quality.
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Question h19 - Claude, continued

Other options with support praise:

e PayJunction gets good marks, with one consumer-sentiment summary noting that customers appreciate
its services and praise the levels of customer support. The same summary flags that some customers wish
declined transactions were handled better.

e Chase is labeled best for customer support by U.S. News, with in-person and 24/7 support listed among its
pros.

e Finix reports strong ratings, but this comes from the company's own blog: a 4.8 out of 5 rating for customer
service, with average support tickets resolved in around five hours.

Practical advice:

e Support quality often depends on your plan tier. Priority phone or account-manager access is frequently
reserved for larger merchants, so confirm what your plan includes.

e If you're a mainstream business, Stripe or Square may suit you. If you're in a higher-risk category, check the
processor's account-freeze policy before signing up.

e Before committing, run a small test by contacting support with a real question and timing the response.

e Read recent reviews on Trustpilot or G2 that specifically mention account freezes or disputes, since those
are the situations where support matters most.

SEARCHED

best payment processor customer support ratings 2026

Stripe vs PayPal vs Square customer support review

SOURCES CITED

finix.com Best payment processors for small businesses (2026) https://finix.com/resources/blogs/best-payment-processors-smb
business.usnews.com Best Credit Card Processing Companies of 2026 https:/business.usnews.com/credit-card-processing/best-credit-card-
processing

forbes.com 10 Best Cheap Credit Card Processing Companies of 2026 https://www.forbes.com/advisor/business/accept-credit-card-
payments-cheap/

kinsta.com Stripe vs Square: Which Payment Gateway Should You Use? https://kinsta.com/blog/stripe-vs-square/

blab.co Stripe vs. PayPal vs. Square: Which Is Best for Service-Based Businesses? https:/www.blab.co/blog/stripe-vs-paypal-vs-square-
which-is-best-for-service-based-businesses

avpsolutions.com Comparing Stripe vs PayPal vs Square - AVP Solutions https://avpsolutions.com/blog/stripe-vs-paypal-vs-square-
compared-for-small-business-owners/

technologyadvice.com Stripe vs PayPal: Which Is Best for Your Business in 20267 https:/technologyadvice.com/blog/sales/stripe-vs-
paypal/

plus 11 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Square, Adyen, BoxCharge, Sensapay NEGATIVE PayPal
There is no single "best" payment processor for support because the quality of your experience often depends

on your business size, volume, and industry. Large, automated platforms like Stripe and Square prioritize self-
service and documentation, while enterprise-grade providers offer more personalized, hands-on assistance.

When choosing a processor based on support, consider how these providers typically handle issues:

1. The "Big Tech" Providers (Best for Speed & Scalability)

e Stripe: Known for excellent, highly technical documentation. Their support is primarily email and chat-
based for standard accounts, which can be frustrating if you have a complex problem that requires human
intervention. However, they provide dedicated support as your transaction volume grows.

e Square: Offers 24/7 phone support, which is more accessible than many competitors. However, users often
report that initial support tiers are limited in their ability to resolve complex technical or account-specific
issues. They are highly reliable for in-person retail and small business needs.
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Question h19 - Gemini, continued

e PayPal: Offers strong brand trust, but is frequently cited for difficult dispute resolution experiences and
opaque account freezes. Support improves if you qualify for "Merchant Technical Support" (often based on
processing volume), but it remains a common pain point for many small businesses.

2. Enterprise & High-Volume Solutions (Best for Dedicated Management)

e Adyen: Designed for large, enterprise-level businesses. They generally provide a more consultative
approach and dedicated account management. This is not a "plug-and-play" solution for small businesses,
but for large organizations, this level of support is often superior to the ticket-based systems of smaller
processors.

3. Industry-Specific Providers (Best for Specialized Support)

e High-Risk Merchants: If you operate in industries like CBD, travel, gaming, or nutraceuticals, mainstream
processors (Stripe, Square, PayPal) often shut down accounts without warning. In these cases, the "best"
support comes from specialized high-risk providers (e.g., BoxCharge, Sensapay). These providers offer
dedicated merchant accounts and expert guidance on navigating chargebacks and regulatory compliance—
support that standard platforms simply do not provide.

Key Questions to Ask Before You Sign

To avoid being stuck with poor support when "things go wrong," use these criteria to evaluate a provider during
your sales process:

e |s there a named account manager? Automation is fast, but when a payout is blocked, having one person
who knows your business history is invaluable.

e What is the escalation path? If the first person you reach cannot solve the problem, is there a clear way to
reach a supervisor or a technical specialist?

e |s the support team experienced in your industry? Generic support centers often lack the nuance to
handle disputes or risk profiles specific to your niche.

¢ Do they offer proactive monitoring? The best providers identify issues (like a surge in failed payments or
chargebacks) and reach out to you before your account is frozen.

Summary Recommendation:

e If you are a small-to-medium business needing stability: Square is generally more accessible for day-to-
day troubleshooting.

e If you are a developer-led or SaaS business: Stripe is the standard, but you should prepare to rely on their
self-service tools until your volume qualifies you for premium support.

e If you are a high-risk or enterprise business: Seek out a provider that offers dedicated merchant accounts
and specific expertise in your vertical; do not rely on standard aggregators.

SEARCHED

stripe vs paypal vs square vs adyen customer support quality

payment processor with best customer support for merchants when things go wrong
best payment processor for merchant support and dispute resolution

payment gateway customer support comparison 2026
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Question h19 - Gemini, continued

SOURCES CITED

clearwaterprocessing.com clearwaterprocessing.com https://clearwaterprocessing.com
whop.com whop.com https://whop.com

acemoneytransfer.com acemoneytransfer.com https:/acemoneytransfercom
reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

culturaldaily.com culturaldaily.com https:/culturaldaily.com

hyperswitch.io hyperswitch.io https:/hyperswitch.io

managetrix.com managetrix.com https:/managetrix.com
businessfocusmagazine.com businessfocusmagazine.com https:/businessfocusmagazine.com
boxchrge.com boxchrge.com https:/boxchrge.com

bams.com bams.com https://bams.com

nerdwallet.com nerdwallet.com https:/nerdwallet.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Square (top pick), Finix ~MENTIONED Stripe

For a small business that wants to reach a person quickly, Square is a reasonable default among the major,
self-serve processors—especially for in-person payments. A recent comparison of customer reviews gives
Square a slight edge over Stripe for support, though reviewers still report occasional difficulty reaching help. '

If you process substantial volume and support is critical, consider a provider that offers a named account
contact rather than choosing solely among the big self-serve platforms. Finix, for example, advertises
dedicated support options for eligible merchants; check exactly what’s included for your plan. ?

There isn't a universal winner: support can vary by plan, region, and issue type. Before signing, ask how to reach
a human about held funds, suspected fraud, or disputes, and what the escalation process is.

SEARCHED

best payment processor customer support merchant support 2026 comparison

Stripe Square PayPal merchant support reviews customer service 2026

payment processor customer support ratings merchants 2026

SOURCES CITED

trustpilot.com Square US is rated "Average" with 3.6 / 5 on Trustpilot https://www.trustpilot.com/review/squareup.com/us

finix.com The 5 best payment processors for merchants in 2026 https://finix.com/resources/blogs/best-payment-processors-for-merchants
plus 13 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION H20 - HEAD - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Which payment provider gives the
best checkout experience on mobile?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Shop Pay (top pick), Stripe Checkout MENTIONED Shopify, Apple Pay, Google Pay, Link

Short answer: Shopify with Shop Pay—if you're already using Shopify and many customers are shopping on
phones. It offers an accelerated, saved-details checkout, and Shopify says it can convert better than guest
checkout; that’s Shopify’s own claim, not an independent head-to-head result. (changelog.shopify.com)

For a platform-neutral store, Stripe Checkout is a strong default: it's mobile-responsive and supports Apple
Pay, Google Pay, Link, and many other payment methods. (stripe.com)

There isn't a universal winner: the best choice depends on your platform, customer locations, and which wallets
your shoppers actually use. Keep familiar options available—Baymard reports that some shoppers abandon
checkout when their preferred payment method isn’t offered. (baymard.com)

Practical pick: Shopify store » enable Shop Pay and major mobile wallets; custom/non-Shopify store - start
with Stripe Checkout. Then A/B test on your own mobile traffic.

SEARCHED

2026 mobile checkout conversion Stripe Checkout Shopify Payments PayPal checkout mobile experience
official

Baymard mobile checkout usability payment methods checkout mobile study

Stripe Checkout mobile responsive payment methods official docs

Shopify checkout Shop Pay conversion mobile official

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Stripe Checkout | Checkout Pages for Your Website https:/stripe.com/payments/checkout

baymard.com Payment Method UX: Designing Payment Selection - Baymard https://baymard.com/research-articles/payment-method-
selection

changelog.shopify.com Faster checkout, carts synced across devices via Shop - Shopify

Changelog https://changelog.shopify.com/posts/faster-checkout-carts-synced-across-devices-via-shop

plus 30 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Shop Pay, Apple Pay, Stripe, Google Pay, Braintree, Adyen, Shopify Payments MENTIONED Shopify, PayPal,
Venmo

There's no single winner. The best mobile checkout depends on your platform and which wallets your
customers use. The strongest evidence points to one-tap wallets rather than to a particular processor.

e Shop Pay (if you're on Shopify): Shopify's own figures are the most cited. One guide says Shop Pay converts
at 1.72x the rate of standard checkout, and the improvement is even larger at 1.91x on mobile. These are
vendor-reported numbers, so treat them as directional.

e Apple Pay (for iOS-heavy audiences): Stripe's testing is the most credible independent-looking data point.
It found that global businesses that offered Apple Pay saw an average 22.3% increase in conversion among
eligible checkouts. Its eligibility limit matters: eligible users means iOS devices with Apple Pay already set
up.

e Google Pay (for Android): It's the counterpart to Apple Pay. One comparison puts its lift at 1.2-1.4x
standard, though that's a rough estimate from a blog rather than measured data.

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 92 of 273


https://changelog.shopify.com/posts/faster-checkout-carts-synced-across-devices-via-shop?utm_source=openai
https://stripe.com/payments/checkout?utm_source=openai
https://baymard.com/research-articles/payment-method-selection?utm_source=openai
https://stripe.com/payments/checkout
https://baymard.com/research-articles/payment-method-selection
https://baymard.com/research-articles/payment-method-selection
https://changelog.shopify.com/posts/faster-checkout-carts-synced-across-devices-via-shop

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172
Question h20 - Claude, continued

e Gateways for building your own checkout: Stripe, Braintree, and Adyen all offer mobile SDKs and wallet
support. One roundup says Braintree wins if PayPal and Venmo drive your conversion, Adyen wins for
global, high-volume brands, and Shopify Payments wins if you are a Shopify brand.

Placement matters as much as the provider. Stripe found that displaying Apple Pay earlier in the checkout flow
roughly doubled conversion compared with showing it at the end. Another source reports that placing Apple
Pay and Shop Pay buttons directly on product detail pages lifted mobile conversion by an average of 18.4%.

Practical recommendation: If you're on Shopify, enable Shop Pay, Apple Pay, and Google Pay and show them
high on the page. If you're building your own stack, Stripe or Adyen with Apple Pay and Google Pay is a solid
default. Most of the comparison data comes from vendors and affiliate-style listicles, so run an A/B test on your
own traffic before committing.

SEARCHED

best mobile checkout payment provider 2026 comparison

Apple Pay Shop Pay mobile checkout conversion rates

SOURCES CITED

appbrew.com 11 Best Payment Gateways for Ecommerce Mobile Apps (2026) https:/www.appbrew.com/blogs/best-payment-gateways-for-
ecommerce-mobile-apps

stripe.com Testing the conversion impact of 50+ global payment methods https:/stripe.com/blog/testing-the-conversion-impact-of-50-plus-
global-payment-methods

smartsmssolutions.com Shop Pay vs Apple Pay vs PayPal (2025): Speed, CVR & When to Use

Each https://smartsmssolutions.com/resources/blog/business/shop-pay-vs-apple-pay-vs-paypal

techsistlabs.com Checkout Conversion in 2026: Apple Pay, Google Pay, and One-Click Benchmarks - Techsist

Labs https:/techsistlabs.com/insights/checkout-conversion-apple-pay-google-pay-benchmarks/

easyappsecom.com Shop Pay Guide 2026: Setup, Benefits & Conversion Impact https:/easyappsecom.com/guides/shopify-shop-pay-guide
plus 14 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Adyen, PayPal, Braintree, Apple Pay, Google Pay

There is no single "best" payment provider, as the ideal choice depends on your business model, scale, and
technical resources. However, several providers currently lead the market by offering features that significantly
reduce friction on mobile devices.

Top Providers for Mobile Checkout

e Stripe: Widely considered the gold standard for mobile checkout. It is highly favored by developers for its
clean, native SDKs (for iOS, Android, and React Native). Its "Elements" and "Checkout" products allow you
to build highly customized or plug-and-play experiences that are optimized for mobile screens.

e Adyen: The premier choice for large, enterprise, and omnichannel businesses. Adyen excels at handling
complex global payments and provides robust tools to optimize authorization rates, which is critical for
maintaining a smooth flow across different regions.

e PayPal (including Braintree): Essential for mobile conversion due to its massive consumer trust and "wallet"
ubiquity. Because so many users already have their details saved, offering PayPal (or Braintree) often results
in higher conversion rates by allowing customers to pay with a single touch, bypassing manual card entry.

What Makes a Mobile Checkout Experience "The Best"?

Regardless of the provider you choose, a high-converting mobile checkout experience is defined by the
following best practices:

e Digital Wallet Integration: Your checkout must offer Apple Pay and Google Pay. These allow users to pay
using biometric authentication (face or fingerprint), which eliminates the need to type credit card numbers
on a small screen—the leading cause of mobile cart abandonment.
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Question h20 - Gemini, continued

e Guest Checkout: Never force users to create an account before they pay. Prominent guest checkout
options significantly reduce abandonment.

e Mobile-First Design:
o Single-Column Layout: Avoid multi-column forms that require horizontal scrolling.

o Optimized Inputs: Use the correct keyboard type (e.g., numeric keypad for card numbers) and keep
fields to an absolute minimum.

o Sticky CTAs: Ensure the "Pay" button is always visible and easy to reach with a thumb, even as the user
scrolls.

e Speed and Stability: Mobile users are often on the go with variable network connectivity. A "heavy"
checkout that takes seconds to load will lose customers immediately.

Strategic Recommendation

If you are a startup or growing business, Stripe is generally the best starting point due to its developer
experience and ease of implementation. Many successful merchants adopt a diversified approach: using
Stripe as their primary processor while offering PayPal as a secondary option to capture customers who prefer
that wallet's convenience.

SEARCHED

what makes a mobile checkout experience good

payment providers with best mobile UX conversion rates
is Stripe, Adyen, or PayPal better for mobile checkout
best mobile checkout experience payment providers 2026
SOURCES CITED

kanopylabs.com kanopylabs.com https:/kanopylabs.com
acemoneytransfer.com acemoneytransfercom https://acemoneytransfercom
appbrew.com appbrew.com https:/appbrew.com

apiscout.dev apiscout.dev https:/apiscout.dev

inflowpay.com inflowpay.com https:/inflowpay.com

medium.com medium.com https:/medium.com

gartner.com gartner.com https:/gartnercom

trucommerce.ai trucommerce.ai https:/trucommerce.ai

todapay.com todapay.com https:/todapay.com

omr.com omr.com https://omrcom

nngroup.com nngroup.com https:/nngroup.com

amazon.com amazon.com https:/amazon.com

fireart.studio fireart.studio https:/fireart.studio

crazyegg.com crazyegg.com https:/crazyegg.com

corefy.com corefy.com https:/corefy.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Apple Pay, Google Pay, Shop Pay, PayPal MENTIONED Shopify

There isn't one universal winner: it depends on whether you mean mobile web checkout, in-app payments, or
in-person tap-to-pay.

For mobile web or app checkout, Stripe is a strong default for a developer-led business: it offers mobile SDKs
and wallet options such as Apple Pay and Google Pay. For a Shopify store, Shop Pay is often the simpler
choice because it’s built into that checkout. ©

But checkout quality depends at least as much on the flow and available payment methods as on the provider.
Baymard’s research finds that shoppers may abandon checkout when their preferred payment option is
missing, and recommends offering relevant alternatives such as PayPal, Apple Pay, or Google Pay. *'’
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Question h20 - Perplexity, continued

Quick recommendation: Stripe for a custom app or site; Shop Pay for Shopify. Tell me your platform and
customer countries, and | can narrow it down.

SEARCHED

best mobile checkout payment providers comparison 2026

mobile checkout experience Stripe PayPal Shopify Payments Adyen review

Baymard mobile checkout payment methods friction study

SOURCES CITED

baymard.com 10 Cyber Monday UX Best Practices - Baymard Institute https://baymard.com/research-articles/10-sales-ux-best-practices

appbrew.com 11 Best Payment Gateways for Ecommerce Mobile Apps ... https:/www.appbrew.com/blogs/best-payment-gateways-for-
ecommerce-mobile-apps

baymard.com Payment Method UX: Designing Payment Selection - Baymard https:/baymard.com/research-articles/payment-method-
selection

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION MO1 MID - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor for a marketplace that splits
each payment between sellers and the platform

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Connect, Adyen for Platforms, PayPal Commerce Platform

For a marketplace that needs to split one customer payment between sellers and the platform, Stripe Connect
is a common starting point. It supports marketplace payments, seller onboarding, platform fees, and payouts. If
one order can include multiple sellers, look at Connect’s separate charges and transfers flow. (stripe.com)

Other options:

e Adyen for Platforms — supports splitting a transaction among seller accounts and the platform; often worth
evaluating for larger or more complex operations. (docs.adyen.com)

e PayPal Commerce Platform — another marketplace option to investigate, depending on your countries and
business model.

Before choosing, compare seller onboarding/KYC, supported countries and currencies, payout timing,
refunds and chargeback responsibility, and fees. Those details depend on your setup. If you share where you
operate and whether each order can involve multiple sellers, | can narrow this down.

SEARCHED

marketplace payment processing split payments sellers platform official Stripe Connect Adyen for
Platforms PayPal Commerce Platform

Stripe Connect marketplace payments separate charges and transfers official

Adyen for Platforms split payments marketplace official

PayPal Commerce Platform marketplace partners split payments official

SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Adyen for Platforms | Adyen Docs https://docs.adyen.com/adyen-for-platforms-model

stripe.com Stripe Connect: Online Marketplace Payments Platform https:/stripe.com/connect/features

plus 38 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Connect (top pick), Adyen for Platforms, Mangopay, Payouts.com, Braintree Marketplace, PayPal Commerce
Platform, Ryft MENTIONED Mirakl

Short answer: For most marketplaces, Stripe Connect is the default starting point. Adyen for Platforms makes
more sense at high volume or with heavy international sales. Mangopay or Payouts.com fit if seller payouts are
the complicated part. | couldn't verify current prices on official pricing pages, and the sources below conflict, so
confirm rates directly with each vendor.

Main options

e Stripe Connect: Sources describe it as the reference choice for marketplaces, with the simplest seller
onboarding and built-in tools for setting a service fee per sale. One guide notes that it also provides split
marketplace payments and allows you to set a service fee for each sale. Pricing is public and easy to model.
One comparison lists 2.9% + $0.30 per transaction (US cards) plus a per-account monthly fee for some
account types, and volume discounts that can bring processing down to 2.2% to 2.5% for high-volume
marketplaces.

e Adyen for Platforms: Better suited to enterprise and global volume. One source says it charges interchange
plus a $0.13 markup per transaction, which can be cheaper at scale but comes with a platform access fee
and heavier integration work. Another guide estimates integration takes 3x to 5x the engineering effort.
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Question m01- Claude, continued
Adyen also uses local acquiring in many markets, which one source ties to higher authorization rates.

e Braintree Marketplace: Splits payments by pairing a master merchant account with sub-merchants, and it
works well if you're already on the Braintree stack.

e Mangopay / Payouts.com: Built around wallets, KYC/KYB for large seller networks, and bulk payouts.
Mangopay has an official connector for Mirakl-based marketplaces. Mangopay is often cited as a lower-cost
option for payout-heavy models, though that figure comes from a vendor-comparison blog.

e PayPal Commerce Platform: Limited to select partners, and one review notes that sellers generally need
PayPal Business accounts. Cross-border fees can be high.

e Ryft: Relevant if you're UK or EU-focused, since it is FCA-regulated and built for marketplace payment
distribution.

How to choose

1. Charge model: Decide whether buyers pay the platform (which then pays out to sellers) or pay the seller
directly with a platform fee taken on top. This determines who handles refunds and chargebacks, and some
sources note that with direct charges, refunds and chargebacks come out of the seller's balance.

2. Who is merchant of record: This affects liability, tax, and dispute handling, and it's a common source of
surprises. Check it before you sign.

3. Seller onboarding and KYC: If you expect thousands of sellers, weigh how much identity verification the
provider handles for you.

4. Payout costs: Instant payouts, cross-border payouts, and per-payout fees can add up more than the
headline card rate.

5. Currency conversion and fraud tools: Add-ons such as fraud screening and FX markups can noticeably
change your effective rate.

Practical next step: If you tell me your rough monthly volume, the share of international sales, your country,
and whether sellers are individuals or businesses, | can narrow this to one or two options and outline a rough
cost comparison.

SEARCHED

marketplace payment processor split payments sellers platform 2026

Stripe Connect vs Adyen for Platforms vs PayPal Commerce Platform fees

SOURCES CITED

codica.com 11 Best Marketplace Payment Solutions for 2026 https://www.codica.com/blog/best-payment-solutions-for-online-marketplaces/

kanopylabs.com Stripe Connect vs PayPal Commerce vs Adyen for Marketplaces - Kanopy Labs https://kanopylabs.com/blog/stripe-

connect-vs-paypal-commerce-vs-adyen-platforms

plus 16 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Connect, Adyen for Platforms, Mangopay, Airwallex, Mollie

For a marketplace platform that requires automated split payments between sellers and the platform, you are
looking for "Payment Infrastructure for Platforms" rather than a traditional payment gateway.

These solutions act as a payment facilitator (PayFac) that handles the complex regulatory requirements—such
as KYC/KYB (Know Your Customer/Business) and AML (Anti-Money Laundering)—necessary for distributing
funds to third parties.

Top Payment Processors for Marketplace Splitting

The choice depends heavily on your geographic location, transaction volume, and development resources.
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Question m01- Gemini, continued

Processor Best For Key Strengths

Stripe Connect Developers & Startups Industry-standard for ease of integration, documentation, and feature set.

Adyen for Enterprise Scale Ideal for large, global marketplaces; provides transparent interchange-plus

Platforms pricing.

Mangopay EU-Based Specifically designed for platforms with strong focus on European regulatory
Marketplaces compliance.

Airwallex Cross-Border/Global Excellent for international payouts and managing multi-currency funds.

Mollie European Offers easy, low-code, and developer-friendly integration for European sellers.

Marketplaces

Key Considerations Before Choosing

1. Compliance and KYC (Know Your Customer)

Because you are moving money on behalf of others, you have regulatory obligations. Your payment processor
must handle onboarding and identity verification for your sellers.

Stripe Connect and Mollie offer "hosted" onboarding, which handles the complex Ul/UX of collecting seller
tax forms and identification documents for you.

2. Pricing and Unit Economics

Stripe is typically more expensive at very high volumes but offers "all-in" pricing that simplifies
bookkeeping.

Adyen uses "Interchange-plus" pricing, which is more transparent and usually cheaper at massive scale
(e.g., STM+ monthly volume), though it often requires a higher minimum volume to get started.

w

. Geographic Limitations

If your marketplace is based in the US, Stripe Connect is often the default.

If your marketplace is European, you should consider Mangopay, Mollie, or Adyen, as they have deeper
expertise in European banking regulations and local payment methods (e.g., SEPA, iDEAL).

4. The "Platform" Feature Set

Ensure your chosen provider supports:

e Automated Split Logic: The ability to instantly take a percentage or fixed fee from a transaction at the
moment of capture.

e Escrow Capabilities: The ability to hold funds until a service is delivered or a product is shipped.

e Refund/Dispute Management: A mechanism to automatically claw back funds from a seller if a buyer
requests a refund or initiates a chargeback.

Recommended Next Steps

1. Define your volume: If you are in early-stage development, Stripe Connect or Mollie will likely give you the
fastest time-to-market.

2. Consult a specialist: If you are operating a complex, cross-border, or high-risk marketplace, prioritize
platforms like Adyen or Airwallex that provide more robust enterprise-grade compliance tools.

3. Check for "Platform" branding: When searching, always look for their "for Platforms" or "Connect" product
suite, as a standard "payment gateway" will not have the capability to route funds to sub-merchants.

SEARCHED

No web search run.
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Question m01- Gemini, continued
SOURCES CITED

None.

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Connect (top pick), Adyen for Platforms

Stripe Connect is a strong default for a marketplace that needs to collect a customer payment, keep a
platform commission, and pay the remainder to sellers. It supports seller onboarding and payouts, and offers
different payment flows depending on whether an order involves one seller or several.'?

e One seller per order: Stripe’s destination charges are designed for this pattern.

e One order with multiple sellers, or payouts you want to make later: use separate charges and transfers.
Stripe notes that the charge type affects who bears refunds and chargebacks; its documentation says
processing fees are debited from the platform in both flows.?

Adyen for Platforms is another option, particularly if you need more configurable fund allocation: it supports
splitting a payment among sellers and the platform, deducting fees, and managing payouts.**

Before choosing, check availability in your countries, pricing, seller onboarding requirements, and who is
responsible for refunds, disputes, and negative balances. Sources: ' Stripe Connect (stripe.com) - ? Stripe
payment flow guidance (docs.stripe.com) - 3 Adyen Platforms (docs.adyen.com) - * Adyen split transactions
(docs.adyen.com)

SEARCHED

marketplace payment processor split payments sellers platform Stripe Connect Adyen for Platforms PayPal
Commerce Platform

Stripe Connect marketplace split payments official

Adyen for Platforms split payments official

SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Platforms | Adyen Docs https:/docs.adyen.com/platforms/

docs.adyen.com How can | split payments between different accounts? - Adyen https:/docs.adyen.com/platforms/online-payments/split-

transactions

stripe.com Stripe Connect | Platform and Marketplace Payment Solutions https:/stripe.com/connect

docs.adyen.com Split transactions between balance accounts https:/docs.adyen.com/platforms/in-person-payments/split-transactions
plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M02 - MID - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment provider for an agency that
builds online checkouts for many clients

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Conduit, Stripe Connect

If you're building checkouts for separate client businesses, start with Stripe and keep each client’s payments
in their own Stripe account. That keeps the client as the merchant, rather than routing all their sales through
your agency. Stripe also has a partner program for agencies and service providers. (stripe.com)

If you want to earn ongoing revenue from the processing on checkouts you build, Conduit specifically markets
an agency integration program: it says it handles merchant onboarding and support while the agency earns a
share of processing revenue. Compare its pricing, support, and contract terms with Stripe before choosing.
(conduitpaysolutions.com)

Stripe Connect is a better fit if you're building a p/atform that centrally onboards many businesses, manages
their payments, or routes payouts—not just setting up checkouts for clients. (stripe.com)

Short version: ordinary agency builds - client-owned Stripe accounts; agency wants processing revenue -
evaluate Conduit; platform with centralized payment flows - Stripe Connect.

SEARCHED

payment provider platforms agencies build checkout for multiple clients marketplace SaaS Stripe Connect
Adyen for Platforms official

Stripe Connect platforms onboarding accounts payments official

Adyen for Platforms businesses payment provider official

PayPal Commerce Platform partners platforms official

site:conduitpaysolutions.com agencies developers payment processing agency clients official
site:docs.stripe.com accounts access team members client Stripe account agency official
site:stripe.com/partners agency partner Stripe payments clients

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Stripe Connect | Platform and Marketplace Payment Solutions https://stripe.com/connect
conduitpaysolutions.com Conduit — the agency builds the checkout. The agency should get paid on
it. https:/conduitpaysolutions.com/watch.html

plus 44 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Stripe Connect, Ryft, Mangopay, Adyen for Platforms, PayPal Braintree, Adyen

The right provider depends on one question: does your agency ever receive client money, or does each client's
money go straight to the client?

If each client gets paid directly (most common for agencies): Stripe is the usual default. One source describes
Stripe as best for agencies with developer resources that want customizable online payment experiences. Each
client gets its own account, so you build the checkout and the client keeps the funds. Stripe's published rate is
2.9% + $0.30 for US online cards, with no monthly account fee, so there's little overhead per client. Check the
partner or agency program terms on Stripe's site, since | didn't verify its current agency benefits.

If your agency collects money and pays out to clients or sellers: This is a marketplace model, and you need a
platform product. Stripe Connect is the common starting point, but one comparison notes that Stripe Connect
charges a flat rate per transaction regardless of volume, which can hurt at scale. Alternatives include Ryft,
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Question m02 - Claude, continued

Mangopay, Adyen for Platforms, and PayPal Braintree. Be aware that the liability setup matters: on a Stripe
destination charge, a chargeback is debited from the platform's balance, and on a direct charge, the same
chargeback lands on the seller. Decide this before you build.

Other options:

e Braintree (PayPal): Good if PayPal and Venmo wallets matter to your clients. One source puts it at the
cheapest per transaction for most businesses at 2.59% + $0.49, though another lists 2.89% + $0.29, so
confirm current pricing.

e Adyen: Better for large, multinational clients. For earlier-stage or lower-volume teams, Adyen's contract and
review process add friction, and one source says Adyen pricing is quote-based, implementation requires
extensive resources.

My suggestion: Start with Stripe, with each client on their own account. Move to Connect or a platform
provider only if your agency needs to hold or split funds. If many of your clients rely on PayPal, add Braintree as
a second option.

Fee figures come from third-party blogs, so check the official pricing pages before you commit. If you tell me
your rough monthly volume, client countries, and whether you hold funds, | can narrow this down.

SEARCHED

payment platform for agencies building checkouts for clients 2026

Stripe Connect vs Adyen for Platforms vs Braintree partner program fees

SOURCES CITED

ebizcharge.com 5 Best Payment Processing Solutions for Marketing & Design Agencies in 2026 https:/ebizcharge.com/blog/best-
payment-processing-solutions-for-marketing-design-agencies/

nimbleappgenie.com Stripe vs Braintree vs Adyen: What Are the Differences? https:/www.nimbleappgenie.com/blogs/stripe-vs-braintree-vs-
adyen/

ryftpay.com Best Stripe Connect alternatives for marketplaces and platforms (2026) https:/www.ryftpay.com/blog/best-stripe-connect-
alternatives-for-marketplaces-and-platforms-2026

dev.to Stripe Connect vs Adyen for Platforms: Who Pays? - DEV Community https:/dev.to/tomwangcn/stripe-connect-vs-adyen-for-
platforms-who-pays-12k5

finix.com 5 Best Stripe Alternatives in 2026 https:/finix.com/resources/blogs/best-stripe-alternatives

chosepayments.com Stripe vs Adyen: Fees and Features (2026) https://chosepayments.com/insights/stripe-vs-adyen

plus 12 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Connect, Adyen, Mollie, Paddle, Lemon Squeezy = MENTIONED Stripe Elements, Stripe

For an agency building custom checkout experiences for multiple clients, you need a platform-oriented
payment provider that supports "embedded payments" or "marketplace" infrastructure.

Standard payment gateways are designed for a single business owner; what you need is a system that allows
you to manage many distinct merchants (sub-merchants) under one umbrella while handling compliance,
payouts, and payment splitting on their behalf.

Top Recommendations for Agencies & Platforms

1. Stripe Connect (Best for Flexibility & Developers)

Stripe Connect is the industry standard for agencies and software platforms that need to build customized
checkout flows.

e Why it fits: It is designed specifically for multi-party payments. You can onboard your clients as "connected
accounts,' customize the checkout experience using Stripe Elements, and automate the process of splitting
payments (e.g., taking your agency’s fee before passing the remainder to your client).
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Question m02 - Gemini, continued

e Key Advantage: Unmatched developer tools, extensive documentation, and massive global reach. It allows
you to maintain full control over the user experience.

2. Adyen (Best for Enterprise & High Volume)

If your agency works with large-scale enterprises or platforms with high transaction volumes across multiple

countries, Adyen is the top choice.

e Why it fits: It offers a "unified commerce" approach, meaning you can handle both online and in-person
(POS) payments seamlessly.

e Key Advantage: It is an acquirer itself, which often leads to better authorization rates and deeper control
over the payment stack for high-volume businesses.

3. Mollie (Best for European Platforms)

If your agency is based in or primarily serves the European market, Mollie is highly recommended for its ease of

use and local payment method support.

e Why it fits: It offers excellent platform features for onboarding sellers, managing payouts, and handling
compliance, all with a very modern, user-friendly API.

e Key Advantage: Great support for local European payment methods (iDEAL, Bancontact, etc.) out-of-the-
box, which can significantly boost conversion rates for your clients.

Key Concepts for Your Agency

To choose the right provider, you must distinguish between the "roles" these companies play in your stack:

Feature What to look for

Embedded The ability to onboard your clients (sub-merchants) under your platform’s umbrella.

Payments

KYC/KYB Look for a provider that automates "Know Your Customer/Business" checks so you don't have to verify
Handling every client manually.

Split Payments The ability to automatically deduct your platform fees and route the rest to the client or other vendors.

Merchant of If you do not want to handle sales tax and VAT compliance for your clients, consider a service like Paddle
Record (MoR) or LemonSqueezy (which runs on Stripe), as they take on the legal liability for these transactions.

Summary Decision Guide

¢ If you want the best APl and developer experience: Go with Stripe Connect.
e If you are building a European-focused platform: Go with Mollie.

¢ If you have massive, enterprise-scale volume: Go with Adyen.

¢ |f you want to avoid all tax and compliance headaches: Look into an MoR (Merchant of Record) model like
Paddle.

Pro-tip: Before committing, define whether you want to "own the merchant" (be the one responsible for their
compliance and funds) or simply "facilitate the checkout" (where the merchant has their own direct
relationship with the payment provider). Most agencies find that Stripe Connect offers the best middle ground
between ease of integration and platform control.

SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED
None.
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Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Connect, PayPal Complete Payments for Platforms, Adyen for Platforms

If you're building checkouts for multiple client businesses, the usual setup is for each client to have its own
merchant account—rather than running all clients’ payments through your agency’s account. That keeps each
client’s payments, verification, reporting, and payouts separate.

Good options:

e Stripe Connect — a strong default if you're building a repeatable checkout or software platform. It supports
connected accounts for each client, with Stripe handling onboarding and identity verification depending on
the account setup. '*

e PayPal Complete Payments for Platforms — worth considering if PayPal is important to your clients’
customers. It supports partner-led merchant onboarding and multi-merchant platform payments, but

requires PayPal approval for live platform credentials. 7'?

e Adyen for Platforms — aimed more at larger or higher-volume platform businesses; supports merchant
onboarding, verification, payment processing, splits, and payouts. '°

Practical recommendation: If you're an agency providing checkout implementations—not operating a
marketplace or payment platform—have each client create or own their own processor account, then integrate
it into that client’s checkout. Consider a platform product like Stripe Connect only if you need to onboard and
manage merchants centrally, take a platform fee, or route/split funds.

The right choice depends on your country, client locations, payment methods, and who will be responsible for
disputes and compliance.

SEARCHED

payment provider platform agencies multiple merchants connected accounts Stripe Connect Adyen for
Platforms

payment processing platform for agencies building checkout for clients multi merchant accounts 2026
PayPal Commerce Platform partner multi seller onboarding checkout clients

SOURCES CITED

docs.stripe.com Platforms and Marketplaces https://docs.stripe.com/connect

docs.stripe.com Connected account types | Stripe Documentation https://docs.stripe.com/connect/accounts
developer.paypal.com Overview - PayPal Developer https:/developer.paypal.com/platforms/overview

docs.adyen.com Adyen for platforms https:/docs.adyen.com/adyen-for-platforms-model

docs.adyen.com Platforms - Adyen Docs https:/docs.adyen.com/platforms

paypal.com Platform payment solution https://www.paypal.com/us/business/platform-payment-solution

plus 9 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M03 - MID - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor for a business
that other providers class as high risk

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED PaymentCloud, Durango Merchant Services, SoarPay, Easy Pay Direct

If you're in the U.S., start by getting quotes from PaymentCloud, Durango Merchant Services, and SoarPay.
They specialize in placing businesses with acquiring banks that underwrite higher-risk merchants; Easy Pay
Direct is another option, particularly if you need support for subscriptions, higher volume, or a complex online
setup. Approval depends on your specific business and bank underwriting—not just the provider’s advertised
industry list. (paymentcloudinc.com)

Before applying, ask each provider:

e Will I get my own merchant account/MID, or process under a shared account?
e Do you currently place my exact product/service and business model?

e What are the full costs: processing markup, monthly and gateway fees, chargeback fees, termination fees,
and any rolling reserve or payout delay?

e What are the approved monthly volume and transaction-size limits?

e Which gateway and shopping-cart integrations are supported?

Get the pricing, reserve terms, and termination conditions in writing. Be accurate about your business model,
sales channels, volume, and chargeback history; mismatches can lead to holds or account closure. High-risk
pricing and reserves are usually customized, so compare written proposals rather than relying on advertised
starting fees. (soarpay.com)

If you tell me what you sell, where your customers are, whether you sell online or in person, and your
approximate monthly card volume, | can narrow this to the best-fit options.

SEARCHED

high risk merchant account payment processor official high risk industries US
high risk payment processing merchant account providers 2026

payment processors prohibited businesses high risk official merchant services
site:paymentcloudinc.com high risk merchant account official
site:durangomerchantservices.com high risk merchant account official
site:soarpay.com high risk merchant account official

site:easypaydirect.com high risk payment processing official

SOURCES CITED
soarpay.com SoarPay Merchant Account FAQ | SoarPay https:/www.soarpay.com/faq/
paymentcloudinc.com Payment Processing for High-Risk Businesses | PaymentCloud https:/paymentcloudinc.com//

plus 57 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED PaymentCloud, Durango Merchant Services, Soar Payments, Corepay, PayKings, eMerchantBroker (EMB), SMB
Global, BitPay, CoinGate, PassimPay MENTIONED Stripe, Square, PayPal

The right choice depends on your industry, country, monthly volume, and chargeback rate, which | don't know
yet. Here's what the current market looks like.

Why standard processors refuse you: Standard processors like Stripe, Square, and PayPal generally use
aggregated merchant accounts optimized for lower-risk, lower-dispute businesses and may hold funds or end
accounts when chargebacks rise. High-risk processors may issue dedicated merchant accounts, accept
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Question m03 - Claude, continued

elevated-risk industries, hold reserves, and charge higher fees.
US-focused specialists frequently named in 2026 reviews:

e PaymentCloud: Often listed first. One review describes it as one of a limited number of payment processors
that work with high-risk merchants. It covers subscription, travel, and nutraceutical sellers.

¢ Durango Merchant Services: Has operated in the high-risk space for well over two decades. It is also one of
the few that works with merchants on the MATCH list, which is the terminated-merchant database.

e Soar Payments: One source says reserves are interchange plus; reserves typically 5% to 10% while the
account matures.

e Corepay: Reviewers call it the most transparent about reserves, and it offers interchange-plus pricing.
e PayKings: Publishes interchange-plus examples and says a rolling reserve applies to high-risk accounts.
Early-termination fees may apply.

e eMerchantBroker (EMB): Positioned for merchants who lost a previous account over chargebacks, with
early termination fees.

Offshore or international: SMB Global is described as focused heavily on international and offshore merchant
accounts, and Durango also offers offshore accounts.

Crypto options: If card acceptance is hard to get, BitPay, CoinGate, and PassimPay are options. One
comparison lists BitPay at 1%-2% + 25¢ based on volume and notes higher pricing may apply to high-risk
industries.

What to compare before signing:

e Reserves: Typical ranges vary. One guide says most high-risk merchants see reserves of 5% to 10% of
gross processing volume, held for a rolling 90 to 180-day period before release. Ask for the reserve in
writing, including release conditions.

e Fees: Discount rates are usually higher than standard, and many providers quote rather than publish prices.
Get the total cost, not just the headline rate.

e Contract terms: Check termination fees and how quickly you can get funds out if the account is closed.

e Chargeback thresholds: Card networks have tightened monitoring. For example, Visa's Excessive merchant
tier starts at a 1.5% VAMP ratio with at least 1,500 monthly events. Your own chargeback rate matters as
much as the processor you choose.

e Approval claims: Approval rates like "98%+" or "99%" appear in vendor marketing, and the reviews
themselves note that approval is never guaranteed. Treat them as sales claims.

Next steps: Tell me your industry, whether you sell online or in person, your country, average ticket size,
monthly volume, and chargeback rate. | can then narrow this to two or three providers and list the questions to
ask each one.

SEARCHED

high risk merchant account payment processors 2026
high risk payment processor comparison fees reserves
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Question m03 - Claude, continued

SOURCES CITED

chargeflow.io High Risk Payment Service Provider: Top 10 Compared (2026) https://www.chargeflow.io/blog/high-risk-payment-service-
provider

paymentnerds.com 7 Crypto Payment Processors for High-Risk Merchants https:/paymentnerds.com/blog/7-crypto-payment-processors-
high-risk-businesses-can-consider-in-2026/

tycoonstory.com High Risk Payment Processors: Top Picks for 2026 Review https://www.tycoonstory.com/top-5-high-risk-payment-
processors-that-actually-approve-hard-to-place-merchants/

reverbico.com Top High-Risk Payment Processors In 2026 https://reverbico.com/blog/top-high-risk-payment-processors/

nerdwallet.com Best High-Risk Merchant Account Providers of April 2026 https://www.nerdwallet.com/business/software/best/high-risk-
payment-processors

merchantcardadvisors.com Payment Gateway for High Risk Industries: 2026 Guide https:/merchantcardadvisors.com/payment-gateway-
for-high-risk-industries/

genesispay.finance 7 Best High-Risk Payment Processors to Compare in 2026 - GenesisPay https://genesispay.finance/blog/best-high-

risk-payment-processors

plus 9 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED PaymentCloud, Durango Merchant Services, Nuvei, Paysafe, Easy Pay Direct MENTIONED Stripe, PayPal,
Square

If your business has been labeled as "high-risk" by traditional payment processors (like Stripe, PayPal, or

Square), it is usually due to factors like your industry, high chargeback rates, subscription models, or
international transactions.

Because mainstream providers have strict risk tolerances, you will need a specialized high-risk merchant
account provider. These providers are specifically designed to underwrite and support businesses that others
refuse.

Recommended High-Risk Payment Processors

Several providers specialize in supporting industries such as nutraceuticals, CBD, online gaming, travel, and
subscription services. While the "best" provider depends heavily on your specific industry and geography, the
following are frequently recognized in the industry:

e PaymentCloud: Often cited for its flexible underwriting, dedicated account support, and ability to work with
businesses that have been previously terminated (MATCH-listed).

e Durango Merchant Services: Known for being a strong option for "hard-to-place" accounts and
international businesses.

¢ Nuvei: A large-scale processor often recommended for businesses in iGaming, cryptocurrency, and other
regulated sectors, as they have direct acquiring licenses in many jurisdictions.

e PaySafe: Widely used in the iGaming and adult entertainment sectors due to its specific licensing in those
areas.

e Easy Pay Direct: Frequently recommended for SaaS and subscription-based businesses that need stable
processing without constant account shutdowns.

Key Steps for High-Risk Merchants

When selecting a provider, keep these critical factors in mind:

1. Seek Industry Expertise: Look for a provider that has a proven track record specifically in your industry.
They will understand the unique compliance and regulatory challenges you face and are less likely to shut
down your account unexpectedly.

2. Understand the Costs: High-risk accounts almost always come with higher fees, rolling reserves (a
percentage of revenue held back to cover potential chargebacks), and stricter contract terms. Get clear,
written documentation on these fees before signing.
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Question m03 - Gemini, continued

doi:10.5281/zeno0do.23792172

3. Prioritize Stability: Your primary goal is to avoid "sudden account shutdowns". Ask prospective providers
about their underwriting process and what they require to keep an account in good standing.

4. Implement Chargeback Prevention: Regardless of your processor, you must have a robust chargeback
prevention strategy. High chargeback rates are the #1 reason high-risk accounts are terminated. Use tools

like chargeback alerts and clear, transparent billing practices.

5. Prepare Documentation: Because you are high-risk, you will likely need to provide more documentation
than a standard merchant, such as financial statements, processing history, and relevant industry licenses.

Having this ready upfront can speed up your approval process.

Warning: Be cautious of "too good to be true" offers. Many providers in the high-risk space may promise low
rates only to change them later or place unreasonable holds on your funds. Always verify their reputation and

ensure they are transparent about their reserve requirements and settlement times.

SEARCHED

how to find a high-risk merchant account provider

payment processors for industries often classified as high risk
what defines a high-risk business for payment processors
best payment processors for high-risk businesses 2026
SOURCES CITED

stripe.com stripe.com https://stripe.com

nex.io nex.io https:/nex.io

finix.com finix.com https:/finix.com

chargebackgurus.com chargebackgurus.com https:/chargebackgurus.com
moneyeu.com moneyeu.com https:/moneyeu.com
cathedralpayments.com cathedralpayments.com https://cathedralpayments.com
reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

cleffo.com cleffo.com https:/cleffo.com

fincoro.com fincoro.com https:/fincoro.com

paycly.com paycly.com https:/paycly.com

forbes.com forbes.com https:/forbes.com

technologyadvice.com technologyadvice.com https:/technologyadvice.com
easypaydirect.com easypaydirect.com https:/easypaydirect.com
tryedge.io tryedge.io https:/tryedge.io

paymentnerds.com paymentnerds.com https:/paymentnerds.com
youtube.com youtube.com https:/youtube.com

payadmit.com payadmit.com https:/payadmit.com

roxpay.eu roxpay.eu https:/roxpay.eu

merchante.com merchante.com https://merchante.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED PaymentCloud, Durango Merchant Services, Easy Pay Direct, Soar Payments, Host Merchant Services, Segpay

If you're looking for a payment processor for a business that mainstream providers classify as high risk, start
with a specialist merchant-account provider—not a standard all-in-one processor. Approval depends on your

exact industry, country, sales model, and processing history.

Providers to compare

e PaymentCloud - broad range of U.S. high-risk businesses; ask which acquiring bank would handle your

specific category. ©

e Durango Merchant Services — worth checking for offshore or cross-border needs and industries domestic

banks may decline. ©

e Easy Pay Direct — focuses on e-commerce and subscriptions and describes a multi-bank approach. ©
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Question m03 - Perplexity, continued

e Soar Payments and Host Merchant Services — other providers to ask about; acceptance is category-
specific, not guaranteed. °'°

e For adult or digital-content businesses, Segpay lists relevant verticals, though you'll need to confirm your
business model and location directly. '#

Before signing, get written answers to these questions:

. Do you accept my exact product/service and business model?
. Which acquiring bank and card brands will process the account?
. What are the transaction, monthly, gateway, chargeback, and termination fees?

. Is there a rolling reserve or delayed payout? What are the release terms?

a r 0O DN =

. What chargeback thresholds trigger review, reserve increases, or termination?

6. Is the contract month-to-month, and what happens to held funds if the account closes?

High-risk accounts commonly involve higher fees, reserves, and slower payouts; costs vary with underwriting,
so compare total cost and reserve terms, not just the quoted transaction rate. °® Keep your application
consistent with your website, terms, refund policy, and actual products, and disclose prior processing
problems.

If you share your country, industry, sales channel (online/in-person/subscription), and approximate monthly
volume, | can narrow this to the most relevant options.

SEARCHED

high risk payment processor accepts high risk industries 2026 merchant account

high risk payment processing providers underwriting industries pricing

high risk merchant account payment processor business industries

SOURCES CITED

mypayadvisor.com High-Risk Payment Processing Guide 2026: Approval, Reserves https://www.mypayadvisor.com/insights/high-risk-
payment-processing-guide

shopiator.com 15 Best High-Risk Payment Processors (2026) https:/shopiator.com/blog/best-high-risk-payment-processors
segpay.com Verticals https:/segpay.com/verticals/

nerdwallet.com Best High-Risk Merchant Accounts of 2026 - NerdWallet https://www.nerdwallet.com/business/software/best/high-risk-

payment-processors

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M04 - MID - PRICE - DECISION

Payment processors that offer lower rates once
a business processes $1million a month online

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Checkout.com, Worldpay

At $1 million/month in online card volume—$12 million annualized—you're in range to request custom
enterprise pricing, but there usually isn’t a public rate card or a guaranteed discount at that exact threshold.
Ask these providers for a quote:

Processor What to ask about

Stripe Its custom-pricing plans explicitly offer volume discounts, interchange-plus pricing, and multi-product
discounts for businesses with large payment volumes. (stripe.com)

Adyen Pricing includes a fixed processing fee plus a payment-method fee; Adyen’s documentation describes
volume-based tiered fees. Request a quote for your expected card mix and countries. (adyen.com)

Checkout.com Offers tailored pricing, including interchange++ and flat-rate structures; you need to contact its sales team for
a quote. (checkout.com)

Worldpay Says custom pricing is available for high-transaction-volume businesses. Its public ecommerce examples are
UK-specific, so ask its U.S. team for a domestic online quote. (worldpay.com)

Best starting shortlist: get proposals from Stripe, Adyen, and Checkout.com, then use them to negotiate with
Worldpay or your current processor. Compare the all-in cost, not just the headline percentage: interchange and
network fees, processor markup, per-transaction fees, gateway or monthly fees, refunds, chargebacks, cross-
border cards, and any minimum-volume commitments.

Give each provider the same recent processing data—monthly volume, average order value, card mix, domestic
vs. international share, refund/chargeback rates, and recurring-payment share—so the quotes are comparable.
$1 million/month alone won’t determine your rate; the transaction profile and contract terms matter too.

SEARCHED

payment processor enterprise pricing $1 million monthly processing volume online interchange plus volume
discounts

Stripe enterprise pricing volume discounts $1 million monthly payment processing

Adyen pricing volume discounts processing volume enterprise online payments

Worldpay enterprise payment processing pricing volume discounts

site:stripe.com pricing volume discounts custom pricing large businesses payments

site:adyen.com pricing volume transaction volume based pricing enterprise

site:checkout.com pricing enterprise payment processing volume pricing

site:worldpay.com ecommerce pricing enterprise custom pricing payment processing

SOURCES CITED
adyen.com Pricing for supported payment methods - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/pricing/
stripe.com Stripe Payments | Global Payment Processing Platform https:/stripe.com/payments?department=sales

worldpay.com Worldpay eCommerce: Online Payment Processing | Worldpay https://www.worldpay.com/en-GB/products/worldpay-

ecommerce
checkout.com Checkout.com - Refreshingly, transparent pricing https://www.checkout.com/pricing

plus 47 more pages found, not cited
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Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC
RECOMMENDED Helcim, Volume Payments, Stax, Payment Depot, Stripe, Shopify Payments, Square
Several processors price on volume, and $1 million a month is a common point where the better tiers begin.

Most of these are interchange-plus deals, where you pay the card network's rate plus a processor markup that
shrinks as volume grows.

Processors with $1M+/month tiers

e Helcim: Its volume discounts apply automatically, with no renegotiation needed. One source lists the top
tier as Over USS1M | 0.15% + USS0.06, while another says from S1 million to $5 million the markup is
0.15% + 15 cents for keyed and online payments. The sources disagree on the exact figures, so check
Helcim's current pricing page.

e Nav's comparison of Helcim: It shows Interchange+0.15%+$0.06 (in-person), interchange+0.15%+$0.15
(keyed/online) for $1 million or more per month.

e Volume Payments: Its markup tapers from 85 bps at $100K/month to under 15 bps once you cross
$100M/month, so the $1M mark is one step on a sliding scale.

e Stax and Payment Depot: These use monthly subscription models. Stax's plan rises to $139 a month from
$150,000 to $250,000 and to $199 or more a month above $250,000. Payment Depot offers $79 to
$199/mo + IC + $0.05 to $0.15 with 2 day settlement.

Processors with thresholds set on annual volume

e Stripe: Custom pricing starts at $1M/year, which is much higher than $1M a month.
e Shopify Payments: Its custom pricing is available above $1 million in annual processing.

e Square: Custom pricing starts at $250K/year.

Context

e Many sources say you likely won't get the absolute lowest possible rates offered by your processor unless
you're processing $100+ million a year, so $1M a month usually gets you a good tier but not the best one.

e Rates are negotiable. One source notes that you can negotiate the markup portion, while interchange is set
by the card networks and is non-negotiable.

e Pricing changes often. Card-network rules and the 2026 settlement affect interchange, so get current
quotes directly from processors.

SEARCHED

payment processor volume discount pricing over $1 million monthly processing
interchange-plus pricing high volume merchants lower rates processors 2026
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Question m04 - Claude, continued
SOURCES CITED
merchantcostconsulting.com How Processing Volume Impacts Merchant Discount Rates https:/merchantcostconsulting.com/lower-

credit-card-processing-fees/processing-volume-merchant-rates/

airwallex.com 5 Best Payment Processors for 2026: Features, Fees, and Top Picks — Airwallex US https://www.airwallex.com/en-
us/blog/top-payment-processors

shopify.com Credit Card Processing Fees in 2026 - Shopify https:/www.shopify.com/blog/credit-card-processing-fees

helcim.com Cheapest credit card processors for U.S. and Canadian businesses https:/www.helcim.com/guides/processors-with-the-lowest-
credit-card-processing-fees/

nav.com Compare Credit Card Processing Companies for Small Businesses - Nav https://www.nav.com/blog/credit-card-processing-
companies-1461682/

volumepayments.com High Volume Payment Processing https:/volumepayments.com/

ecommerceparadise.com Best Payment Processors for Small Business (2026) https://ecommerceparadise.com/best-payment-processors-
for-small-business/

sleftpayments.com Interchange Plus Pricing: Real Costs Explained (2026) https://www.sleftpayments.com/learning-hub/interchange-plus-
pricing-explained-2026

mypayadvisor.com Best Interchange-Plus Payment Processors: 2026 Comparison https:/www.mypayadvisor.com/comparisons/best-

interchange-plus-payment-processors-2026

plus 10 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC
RECOMMENDED Adyen, Stripe, Checkout.com, Worldpay, Helcim, Stax

At a processing volume of $1 million per month, your business has moved past the "standard" or "flat-rate"
pricing tiers offered by many providers and is well-positioned to negotiate custom enterprise-level pricing.

The Shift to "Interchange-Plus"

At your volume, you should no longer rely on flat-rate pricing (like the standard 2.9% + 30¢). Instead, you should
transition to an Interchange-Plus (or "cost-plus") pricing model.

e What it is: You pay the actual "interchange" fee (set by card networks like Visa/Mastercard) plus a
transparent, negotiated markup from your processor.

e Why it’s better: It eliminates hidden margins. Because your volume is high, even a reduction of 0.1% (10
basis points) in your markup can lead to significant monthly savings.

Recommended Processors for High-Volume Businesses

Businesses processing $1M+ per month typically shortlist the following providers, which are designed to
support enterprise-level needs:

e Adyen: Widely considered a top-tier choice for high-volume, global, and omnichannel enterprises. Adyen
operates as a direct acquirer, which often allows for better authorization rates and more granular control
over transaction routing to optimize costs.

e Stripe (Enterprise): While Stripe has standard pricing, they offer custom enterprise agreements for high-
volume merchants. You should contact their sales team directly rather than using their public pricing page.
They are particularly strong for developer-led or digital-first businesses.

e Checkout.com: Often chosen by large e-commerce brands for its high-performance global infrastructure
and ability to support complex, high-volume payment flows.

e Worldpay: A traditional, global acquirer often used by large-scale retail and enterprise businesses. They are
highly experienced in negotiating custom rates based on specific transaction mixes.

¢ Helcim & Stax: While often marketed toward mid-market businesses, both offer interchange-plus models
that can be more cost-effective than flat-rate processors. They are worth comparing if you want
transparency without the complexity of a full enterprise platform.
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Question m04 - Gemini, continued
How to Negotiate Lower Rates

At S1M/month, you have significant leverage. To get the best rates, follow this strategy:

1. Gather Your Data: Before speaking to sales teams, pull 3-6 months of processing statements. You need to
know your Effective Rate (Total Fees + Total Volume). This is the number you want to beat.

2. Request "Interchange-Plus" Quotes: Always ask for a quote in a "Cost + [Basis Points] + [Per Transaction
Fee]" format.

3. Use Competition: Approach 3-4 of the providers mentioned above. Tell them clearly: "We are processing
S1M per month and are looking to optimize our payment costs. We are currently evaluating providers and
would like a custom quote based on our transaction volume and card mix."

4. Beyond the "Rate": At your scale, focus on more than just the processing fee. Negotiate:
o Authorization Rates: Higher approval rates are often more valuable than a slightly lower fee.
o Reserves: Ensure your contract does not include excessive rolling reserves that tie up your cash.

o Dedicated Support: Ask for a named account manager or a dedicated Slack channel, which is standard
for enterprise-level relationships.

5. Audit Your Chargeback/Risk Profile: Your processing history (chargeback rates, compliance) heavily
influences the markup a processor will offer. If your profile is clean, emphasize it as a reason for a lower
margin.

Important Note: Before switching, ensure your technical team accounts for the integration costs. At
S1M/month, the "switching cost" (development time, potential downtime) can be higher than the potential
savings if the deal is not structured properly, so ensure you have a clear transition plan.

SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED

None.

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:41 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Worldpay
If you process about $1 million per month online, the strongest candidates to ask for a custom quote are:

e Stripe — Offers custom pricing for businesses with large payment volumes, including interchange-plus
pricing and volume discounts. It does not publish a specific $1 million/month threshold or guaranteed rate;
eligibility and terms vary. '?

e Adyen — Uses a per-transaction processing fee plus a payment-method fee; its card pricing can use
interchange-plus, and fees vary by payment method. Ask Adyen whether your volume qualifies for a lower
negotiated markup. **

e Worldpay — A possible enterprise option: available pricing is generally negotiated rather than posted, so
request a quote and confirm that its acquiring setup fits your markets and online payment mix. °

Practical takeaway: $S1 million/month is a good reason to solicit competitive proposals, not a public guarantee
of a discount. Ask each processor to quote the same transaction mix and disclose the full cost: processor
markup, interchange and network fees, fixed per-transaction charges, cross-border and currency fees,
chargebacks, and any monthly or minimum fees. Compare the resulting effective rate—total processing costs
divided by processed volume-rather than headline rates.

Sources: ' Stripe custom pricing (stripe.com) ? Stripe enterprise pricing (stripe.com) ® Adyen pricing (adyen.com) 4
Adyen pricing model (adyen.com) ® Industry comparison of negotiated processor pricing (mypayadvisor.com)
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Question m04 - Perplexity, continued

SEARCHED

payment processing enterprise pricing volume discounts $1 million monthly online transactions
Stripe custom pricing volume discounts high volume processing enterprise

Adyen pricing interchange plus volume discounts enterprise online payments
SOURCES CITED

adyen.com Pricing https://www.adyen.com/pricing

stripe.com stripe.com» gb> pricingPricing & Fees - Stripe https://stripe.com/gb/pricing?__

stripe.com Enterprise Payment Solutions for Large Businesses | Stripe https://stripe.com:80/gb/enterprise
stripe.com June 2024 pricing update for Instant Payouts for businesses in the ... https:/stripe.com/pricing
adyen.com Adyen terms and conditions overview https://www.adyen.com/legal/adyen-terms-and-conditions

plus 10 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M05 - MID - COMPARE - INFORMATIONAL

Should a software company selling worldwide use a
merchant of record or a payment processor directly?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

BRANDS READ none

Short answer: If you're a small or midsize software company selling subscriptions worldwide—especially to
consumers—a merchant of record (MoR) is often the simpler starting point. Use a payment processor directly
when you're ready to own the tax and compliance work in exchange for more control and potentially lower
costs.

The key distinction: a processor moves money; it generally doesn’t make you compliant everywhere you sell.
With a standard processor setup, your company usually remains the merchant of record and is responsible for
determining where tax registration, collection, filing, and remittance are required. Tax-calculation tools can
help, but they don’t automatically take over those obligations. (stripe.com)

Choose a MoR if... Choose a processor directly if...
You want to enter many countries without building a tax- You have finance, tax, and legal support to manage
compliance operation first. registrations, filings, and remittances.

You're a smaller SaaS or digital-product seller, particularly with  You need greater control over checkout, billing, customer

many individual customers. relationships, or payment flows.
You value less operational overhead more than the lowest Your scale makes the total cost of owning compliance
possible payment cost. worthwhile.

An MoR typically acts as the legal seller for covered transactions and handles defined responsibilities such as
collecting and remitting applicable taxes. In return, it may cost more and impose constraints on checkout,
invoicing, refunds, or the customer experience. The exact responsibilities depend on the provider’s contract
and which products and transactions it covers. (paddle.com)

Practical rule of thumb: Start with an MoR if global tax administration would distract your team from building
and selling the product. Consider moving to a direct-processing model-or using different models for different
transactions—once you have the volume and expertise to compare the full costs: fees, tax tools and advisers,
registrations, filings, and internal staff time. Some providers now offer MoR coverage for selected transactions,
so it may not have to be an all-or-nothing choice. (stripe.com)

Before signing, check whether the MoR covers your specific software and customer types, where it operates,
who handles refunds and disputes, what appears on customer invoices or card statements, and how customer
data and revenue reporting work. For a major launch or a complex B2B setup, confirm the tax and contract
details with a qualified adviser.

SEARCHED

merchant of record vs payment processor software SaaS tax compliance official Stripe merchant of record
Paddle merchant of record responsibilities sales tax VAT official

Stripe tax payment processor merchant of record SaaS tax compliance official

SOURCES CITED

paddle.com How Paddle is able to take on your VAT and tax responsibilities - Help Center -
Paddle https://www.paddle.com/help/start/intro-to-paddle/how-paddle-is-able-to-take-on-your-vat-and-tax-responsibilities

stripe.com What Is a Merchant of Record? | Stripe https:/stripe.com/resources/more/merchant-of-record
plus 29 more pages found, not cited
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Question m05 - ChatGPT, continued

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

MENTIONED Stripe, Lemon Squeezy, Gumroad

Short answer: For most software companies selling to buyers in many countries, a merchant of record (MoR) is
the simpler default. A payment processor makes more sense once you have the tax and finance staff to handle
compliance and enough volume to justify the work. Most of the sources below are written by MoR vendors, so
check their fee and tax-coverage claims yourself.

The core difference is who the legal seller is. A processor moves the money, and you remain the seller. An
MoR becomes the seller of record, so it takes on tax collection and remittance, fraud, and chargeback liability.
One source puts it simply: a payment processor like Stripe only moves the money, so you stay the seller and
the tax is yours.

Why an MoR usually fits a global software seller:

e Tax is the biggest burden. On a processor, you owe the VAT, you handle the chargebacks, and you file the
tax returns. Each new market adds rules and possibly registrations, and for most independent software
sellers going global, that work costs more than the higher MoR rate.

e Registration volume is large. One guide notes that without an MoR, you'd need to register for VAT across EU
countries, and track US sales tax in over 12,400 jurisdictions.

e Early-stage teams benefit most. Early-stage SaaS companies selling in many countries from day one often
find an MoR simplifies things significantly.

What you give up:

e Cost. Processor fees are lower. In one worked example for a $30 US card sale, Stripe alone came to $1.17 in
total fees, while Lemon Squeezy came to $2.00 and Gumroad to $4.67. The gap is larger on high-volume or
high-ticket sales. Typical MoR fee ranges reported are 4-8% per transaction, though pricing varies by
provider.

e Control. As revenue grows, the fees and loss of checkout control become significant disadvantages. Some
MoRs also limit how you customize billing and checkout.

e Liability is contractual, not absolute. You may still have your own corporate income tax and business
obligations in your home jurisdiction, so an MoR doesn't cover everything.

When a processor is the better choice:

e You already have tax and accounting capacity, or a finance hire you can make.
e Most revenue comes from one or two countries where you can manage registrations.
e Volume is high enough that the fee difference matters more than the compliance work.

® You need deep checkout, pricing, or enterprise invoicing control. For large B2B deals, reverse-charge VAT
handling and invoicing can differ from consumer sales, so consider that separately.

Practical approach: Ask three questions: Where are your customers (especially EU, UK, US, Canada,
Australia)? Are they mostly consumers or businesses? Can someone on your team own registrations, filings,
and disputes? If the answers point to many markets, consumers, and a small team, start with an MoR. Reuvisit
the decision as revenue grows, and get advice from a tax professional in your home jurisdiction before
committing, since the rules vary by country and change often.

SEARCHED

merchant of record vs payment processor software company global
merchant of record fees sales tax VAT compliance 2026
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Question m05 - ChatGPT, continued

SOURCES CITED

quaderno.io Merchant of Record: Pros, Cons & When to Use One for SaaS https:/quaderno.io/blog/merchant-of-record-pros-cons/
creem.io Merchant of Record vs Payment Processor: Compared https://www.creem.io/blog/merchant-of-record-vs-payment-processor
fintechspecs.com Merchant of Record vs Payment Processor: What SaaS Founders Actually Need to

Know https://fintechspecs.com/blog/merchant-of-record-vs-payment-processor/

dodopayments.com Merchant of Record Services: What They Cover in 2026 https://dodopayments.com/blogs/merchant-of-record-services
beancount.io Merchant of Record Explained: When You Should Stop Being the Seller https:/beancount.io/blog/2026/04/23/merchant-of-
record-explained-saas-payments-guide

freemius.com 7 best merchant of record platforms for software in 2026 https:/freemius.com/blog/best-merchant-of-record-software-
developers/

eden.so What is a merchant of record? MoR vs payment processor (2026) — Eden Blog https://eden.so/blog/what-is-a-merchant-of-record/

plus 11 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, PayPal, Paddle, Lemon Squeezy = MENTIONED Stripe Tax

Deciding between a Merchant of Record (MoR) and a payment processor depends primarily on whether you
want to outsource the legal and financial complexities of global sales or maintain full, direct control over your
operations.

There is no "better" option; there is only the right fit for your current stage of growth and operational capacity.

At a Glance: Key Differences

Feature Merchant of Record (MoR) Payment Processor (e.g., Stripe, PayPal)
Legal Seller The MoR provider Your company

Global Tax Handled by MoR (calc, collect, file) Your responsibility

Chargebacks/Fraud Managed by MoR Your responsibility

Control Less (platform-dependent) High (full customization)

Typical Costs Higher (usually 4%-8%) Lower (usually 2.9% + fees)

When to Choose a Merchant of Record (MoR)
Choose an MoR (e.g., Paddle, Lemon Squeezy) if your primary goal is to minimize operational overhead and

scale internationally without building a complex finance backend.

e Global Compliance Headaches: If you are selling digital goods or software globally, you are subject to VAT,
GST, and US sales tax laws in every jurisdiction where you have customers. An MoR takes on the legal
liability for these taxes.

e Limited Resources: If you are a small team or solo founder, you likely do not have the time or expertise to
manage tax registrations, filings, and fraud disputes in dozens of countries.

e Speed to Market: An MoR allows you to start selling worldwide almost immediately because they already
have the necessary legal entities and compliance frameworks in place.

When to Choose a Payment Processor

Choose a payment processor (e.g., Stripe, PayPal) if you prioritize brand control, lower fees, and deep

integration.

e Desire for Full Control: You want total ownership over the customer relationship, checkout experience, and
data. You do not want another company appearing as the "seller" on your customers' bank statements.

e Lower Transaction Costs: If your volume is high, the 4%-8% fees charged by MoRs can become very
expensive. A processor’s lower, transparent fees allow you to keep more revenue.
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Question m05 - Gemini, continued

e Operational Maturity: If your company is already established, has a finance team, or uses dedicated tax
compliance software (like Stripe Tax + an accountant), you may be well-equipped to handle the compliance

layer yourself.

e Specific Business Needs: You may need complex checkout flows, custom split-testing, or specific product
categories that MoR platforms might restrict or prohibit.

Summary Recommendation

e Start with an MoR if: You are an early-stage SaaS company, selling globally to B2C customers, and want to
avoid the "tax/legal trap" so you can focus entirely on product development.

e Use a Payment Processor if: You have the administrative capacity to handle compliance, your sales are
primarily domestic or B2B (where tax rules are often simpler), and you want to optimize for lower fees and

total control.

Note: Some companies choose a hybrid approach, using an MoR for specific international markets where
compliance is too difficult to manage, while using a processor for their home market.

SEARCHED

pros and cons of merchant of record for software company
merchant of record vs payment processor software company worldwide

when to use a payment processor vs merchant of record for global software sales

SOURCES CITED

anyway.sh anyway.sh https:/anyway.sh

creem.io creem.io https:/creem.io

gappgroup.com gappgroup.com https:/gappgroup.com
reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com
turbostarter.dev turbostarter.dev https:;/turbostarter.dev
quaderno.io quaderno.io https:/quaderno.io
numeral.com numeral.com https:/numeral.com
stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

saasbhackendreview.com saasbackendreview.com https:/saasbackendreview.com

eden.so eden.so https://eden.so
getsphere.com getsphere.com https:/getsphere.com

checkoutscale.com checkoutscale.com https:/checkoutscale.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

BRANDS READ none

For most software companies selling worldwide—especially early-stage Saas$ or digital-product businesses—
I'd start with a merchant of record (MoR). It simplifies international selling by making the MoR the legal seller
for covered transactions and taking on much of the indirect-tax work, along with payment disputes and related

support. '?

Choose a merchant of record if...

You want to launch internationally without building a tax-
registration, filing, and remittance operation in each market.

Your team is small, and operational simplicity matters more
than minimizing fees.

You sell standard SaaS or digital products and can accept the
provider’s supported markets and terms.

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0

Choose direct payment processing if...

You need greater control over checkout, billing, customer
relationship, payment routing, and transaction data.

You have the scale and internal expertise to manage tax,
compliance, fraud, refunds, and chargebacks.

You've evaluated your tax obligations and the cost of
compliance, and direct processing is worthwhile for your
business.
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Question mO05 - Perplexity, continued

The trade-off: an MoR typically charges for more than payment processing, and it may constrain aspects of
pricing, checkout, or customer support. Direct processing can offer more control, but a payment processor
alone generally doesn’t assume your seller-side tax and compliance responsibilities. '

Practical approach: compare the MoR’s all-in fees and contract terms against the total cost of direct
processing—including tax registrations, filings, compliance staff or advisers, and dispute handling. Verify
exactly which countries, products, and transaction types the MoR covers; responsibility may apply only to
eligible transactions or supported jurisdictions. '°

Bottom line: If global reach and low operational burden are your priorities, lean MoR. If you're large enough to
justify the compliance operation and need maximum control, consider direct processing. Either way, get advice
on your specific tax and legal obligations; an MoR arrangement does not automatically resolve every obligation
your company may have. '

Sources: ' Stripe’s MoR guide (stripe.com) - > Paddle’s MoR explainer (paddle.com) - ° Stripe Managed Payments
documentation (docs.stripe.com)

SEARCHED

merchant of record software SaaS global sales tax responsibilities official Stripe

merchant of record vs payment processor global SaaS tax compliance comparison 2026

Paddle merchant of record responsibilities sales tax refunds chargebacks official

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Merchant Of Record For SaaS: A Guide For Business | Stripe https:/stripe.com/resources/more/merchant-of-record-for-saas
paddle.com What is a Merchant of Record https://www.paddle.com/blog/what-is-merchant-of-record

docs.stripe.com docs.stripe.com» payments » managed-paymentsManaged Payments | Stripe

Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/managed-payments

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M06 - MID - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor for a B2B company taking card and bank
payments of $20,000 or more from business customers

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Helcim, Stripe, Adyen

For a U.S. B2B company collecting $20,000+ invoices, I'd start by comparing Helcim and Stripe—with the best
fit depending on whether you prioritize low fees or a more flexible online payment setup.

Processor Best fit What to know

Helcim Invoices/payment links, with ACH  ACH is listed at 0.5% + $0.25, capped at $6 below $25,000; above $25,000,

encouraged and cards also an additional 0.05% applies. It also supports B2B Level 2/3 card data, which
accepted may reduce interchange on eligible corporate cards. (legal.helcim.com)

Stripe Online invoicing, custom ACH Direct Debit is 0.8%, capped at $5, but Stripe says bank debits have
checkout, or an API-based transaction and volume limits that may require review for large charges.
product Standard online card pricing is 2.9% + $0.30. (stripe.com)

Adyen Larger or more complex Its bank-transfer option is specifically designed for high-value or invoice
operations, especially with payments, but confirm U.S. availability, pricing, and onboarding requirements
international customers with sales. (docs.adyen.com)

My practical starting point: Get a quote from Helcim if you mainly need to send invoices or payment links and
want affordable ACH. Compare Stripe if integration, customer checkout, or broader payment tooling matters
more. At these invoice sizes, card fees add up quickly: a $20,000 card payment at Stripe’s listed standard rate
would cost about $580; ACH would cost at most $5 under its listed fee, assuming the payment is approved
and within your account’s limits. (stripe.com)

Before signing up, ask each provider to confirm in writing: maximum single-payment amount, ACH limits and
settlement/return timing, card acceptance for your industry, reserve or funding-hold policy, and whether
Level 2/3 data is supported. A standard self-serve account may not automatically be approved for repeated
high-ticket transactions.

SEARCHED

B2B payment processor high ticket $20,000 ACH card payments official

Stripe ACH direct debit transaction limits large payments official

Adyen bank transfer payment methods B2B large payments official

Melio business payments credit card limits official

site:helcim.com ACH payment processing pricing cap online payments official
site:helcim.com B2B Level 2 Level 3 processing official

site:stripe.com pricing ACH direct debit card payments official US
site:adyen.com bank transfer payments high value B2B official

SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Bank Transfer | Adyen Docs https://docs.adyen.com/payment-methods/bank-transfer/

stripe.com Accept ACH Direct Debit and Instant Bank Payments | Stripe https://stripe.com/payments/us-bank-debits
legal.helcim.com Fee Disclosures USA - Helcim https:/legal.helcim.com/us/fee-disclosures/

plus 46 more pages found, not cited
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Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Helcim, Payment Depot, Stax, GivePayments, EBizCharge, QuickBooks Payments, Bill.com, Billtrust,
HighRadius

Short answer: For $20,000+ invoices, use a merchant-account processor with interchange-plus card pricing,
Level 2/3 data, and flat or capped ACH. Stripe works if you're building custom checkout, but check its ACH
limits first.

Why this setup fits

e ACH is the cost lever. Per-transaction ACH fees are much lower than card fees on large invoices. On a
$10,000 invoice at Stripe's standard rates, $290.30 by card versus $5.00 by ACH Direct Debit, a $285.30
difference. The fee cap matters most: uncapped 1% ACH on the same invoice costs $100, so check for a
cap, not just the percentage.

e Card pricing depends on the processor's structure. Interchange-plus pricing with Level 3 data is the
cheapest route for cards. One estimate puts interchange-plus with Level 3 capture at 1.85%-2.20% effective
rate. Flat-rate processors at 2.9% + $0.30 cost considerably more on a $20,000 ticket. These figures come
from third-party blogs, so confirm them with quotes.

Key things to check before choosing

1. ACH limits and onboarding. Stripe may cap new accounts. One Stripe help page says Stripe places an
initial $6,000 ACH Debit transfer limit on new accounts. You'd need to request an increase, and that can
take time. Ask any provider for its per-transaction and weekly ACH limits in writing.

2. Level 2/3 data support. Commercial cards only get discounted rates if the processor sends line-item and
tax data. Confirm this is included on your plan.

3. Settlement speed. Expect ACH to take days, not hours. One comparison notes that settlement speed is 3
to 5 business days versus 2 for cards.

4. Surcharging and cost pass-through. Many B2B sellers surcharge cards or steer large invoices to ACH.
Surcharging rules vary by state and card network, so check them before you rely on it.

5. Contract terms. Look for month-to-month options, since some B2B-focused providers charge monthly
fees that only pay off at higher volume.

Candidates to compare

Option Best fit Watch-outs

Helcim Mid-size B2B volume, invoicing, capped ACH  No same-day funding

Payment Depot / Stax Steady B2B volume with commercial-card mix Monthly fee; Subscription only pays off above
~880K for Stax

GivePayments / EBizCharge Invoice-heavy businesses wanting Underwritten boarding (not instant)

interchange-plus and Level 2/3

Stripe Custom checkout, developer-led builds Initial ACH limits; 0.8% (up to a maximum of $5)
for ACH payments

QuickBooks Payments / Simple invoicing in QuickBooks QuickBooks Payments charges 1% on every
Bill.com ACH transfer.

Enterprise AR (Billtrust, Large AR teams with complex remittance Priced for enterprise scale

HighRadius)

My recommendation: Start with a short list of two or three interchange-plus providers with Level 2/3 and
capped ACH. Ask each for a written quote on a sample $20,000 card payment and a $20,000 ACH payment,
plus their ACH limits. If you need custom checkout, Stripe is viable once you have raised its limits.
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Question m06 - Claude, continued

If you share your expected monthly volume, your accounting software, and whether you're building a custom
payment flow, | can narrow this down further.

SEARCHED

B2B payment processor large invoices ACH card fees comparison 2026

Stripe ACH transaction limits large payments

Level 3 data interchange B2B corporate card fees processor

SOURCES CITED

givepayments.com Best B2B Payment Platforms in 2026: Matched to How You Actually

Invoice https://www.givepayments.com/blog/best-b2b-payment-platforms-2026/

nickel.com Best Payment Processor for Large Transactions (B2B Guide) https://www.nickel.com/blog/best-payment-processor-large-
transactions

paytrace-net.com B2B Credit-Card Fees in 2026 — What Merchants Actually Pay https:/paytrace-net.com/blog/b2b-credit-card-fees-2026/
workspace369.com ACH vs card fees for small business: what each invoice really costs (2026) https://workspace369.com/blog/ach-vs-
card-fees-small-business/

mypayadvisor.com Best Payment Processors For B2B: 2026 Comparison https://www.mypayadvisor.com/comparisons/best-payment-
processors-for-b2b-2026

support.getharvest.com Stripe https:/support.getharvest.com/hc/en-us/articles/360048181132-Stripe

wpsimplepay.com How to Accept ACH Direct Debit (U.S. Bank Accounts) Payments - WP Simple

Pay https://wpsimplepay.com/doc/accepting-ach-debit-payments/

plus 12 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Helcim, Stax, PayTrace, Adyen MENTIONED QuickBooks, Xero, NetSuite NEGATIVE PayPal
For B2B companies processing high-ticket transactions of $20,000 or more, standard "flat-rate" processors

(like basic versions of Stripe or PayPal) are often the most expensive option due to high percentage-based
fees.

To optimize your costs and manage large transactions effectively, you should prioritize providers that offer
interchange-plus pricing and support for Level lI/1ll data enrichment.

Recommended Approach for High-Ticket B2B

For transactions of $20,000+, you should shift away from pure credit card processing whenever possible in
favor of bank-based rails.

1. Prioritize ACH/Bank Transfers: Use ACH or wire transfers for large B2B payments. These typically carry a
small flat fee rather than a percentage of the transaction, which can save you thousands of dollars on a
$20,000+ invoice.

2. Use Interchange-Plus Pricing: Avoid flat-rate models (e.g., 2.9% + $0.30). Instead, seek providers that use
"interchange-plus" pricing, which passes the base network cost directly to you with a transparent,
negotiable markup.

3. Leverage Level lI/lll Data: If you must accept credit cards, ensure your processor supports Level Il and
Level lll data transmission. By sending additional transaction details (like tax amounts, purchase order
numbers, and merchant zip codes), you qualify for lower interchange rates from card networks.

Recommended Providers

The following providers are well-regarded for B2B needs, high-volume handling, and transparent fee structures:

Provider Best For Key Features

Helcim Cost Known for true interchange-plus pricing and no monthly fees; great for mid-market
Transparency businesses.

Stax Predictable Uses a subscription-based pricing model that can be significantly cheaper than
Costs percentage-based fees for high volume.
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Question m06 - Gemini, continued

Provider Best For Key Features

PayTrace B2B Optimization Specifically built for B2B; excels at Level Il and lll data automation to lower your card
processing costs.

Adyen Global Enterprise A robust, scalable platform for large enterprises that need to handle complex, multi-
currency, and global B2B payments.

Stripe Developer While standard Stripe is flat-rate, their enterprise/custom solutions can be negotiated for
(Enterprise) Integration high-volume B2B needs, especially if you need deep APl integrations.

Summary Checklist for Choosing

¢ Negotiate Your Markup: With interchange-plus processors, the "plus" (the markup) is negotiable. Since you
are processing S20k+ per transaction, you have leverage; do not accept standard rates.

e Check Integration Capabilities: Ensure the processor integrates directly with your existing ERP or
accounting software (e.g., QuickBooks, Xero, NetSuite) to automate reconciliation.

e Assess Payment Methods: Ensure the platform offers a "customer portal" where clients can easily select
ACH/bank transfer options, as this is the most cost-effective method for your price point.

SEARCHED

best payment processors for B2B high-ticket transactions $20,000+
fee structure for high ticket B2B payment processing

B2B payment gateways for large transactions ACH and credit card
payment processors for B2B card and bank payments high transaction volume
SOURCES CITED

clearratepayments.com clearratepayments.com https:/clearratepayments.com
merchantservicedepot.com merchantservicedepot.com https://merchantservicedepot.com
forbes.com forbes.com https:/forbes.com

globalpayments.com globalpayments.com https:/globalpayments.com

bancoli.com bancoli.com https://bancoli.com

upflow.io upflow.io https:/upflow.io

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

wise.com wise.com https://wise.com

paytrace.net paytrace.net https:/paytrace.net

airwallex.com airwallex.com https:/airwallex.com

connectpay.com connectpay.com https:/connectpay.com

thrivecart.com thrivecart.com https:/thrivecart.com

xflowpay.com xflowpay.com https:/xflowpay.com

highradius.com highradius.com https:/highradius.com

trinitypaysol.com trinitypaysol.com https:/trinitypaysol.com

gartner.com gartner.com https:/gartner.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick)

For $20,000+ B2B invoices, I'd prioritize ACH or bank transfer, while offering cards as a buyer convenience. A

2.9% card fee on $20,000 is about $580; Stripe lists ACH Direct Debit at 0.8%, capped at $5 on its US pricing
7

page.

A practical starting point: Stripe if you want one platform for card payments and ACH, with hosted invoices or
payment links. Its card limits depend on the card network and region; ACH limits also depend on account
history and risk review, so confirm your expected ticket sizes and volume with Stripe before committing. '*

If large invoices are routine or you need B2B-specific pricing, compare Stripe with a merchant-services
provider that can underwrite your business directly and support commercial-card data, ACH, and negotiated
high-ticket limits. Get the rates and limits in writing: processor fit depends on your industry, average and
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Question m06 - Perplexity, continued

maximum ticket, monthly volume, countries, and whether customers pay by credit or debit card.

For very large or time-sensitive payments, offer wire transfer too; for domestic invoices, ACH is usually more
economical, though bank debits can take several business days to confirm and may be returned. '©

Before choosing, ask each provider:

e Will you approve a single $20,000+ card charge and what documentation or reserves might apply?
e What are your ACH per-payment and weekly volume limits, and how are they set?

e \What are the exact card, ACH, dispute, refund, and payout fees?

e Do you support Level 2/3 data for eligible commercial cards?

e Can you provide invoice links, reconciliation, and customer payment records?

If you share your country, industry, approximate monthly volume, and largest expected payment, | can narrow
the recommendation.

SEARCHED

B2B payment processing high ticket card payments $20,000 ACH wire processor

Stripe card payment maximum transaction amount ACH debit limits business

B2B high value payment processor card ACH invoice payments fees limits

SOURCES CITED

support.stripe.com Bank debits: Transaction size and weekly volume limits - Stripe https:/support.stripe.com/questions/bank-debits-

transaction-size-and-weekly-volume-limits

docs.stripe.com Currency conversions | Stripe Documentationdocs.stripe.com » currencies >
conversions https://docs.stripe.com/currencies

finix.com B2B payment processing: How it works & what to look for https:/finix.com/resources/blogs/b2b-payment-processing
stripe.com Pricing & Fees https:/stripe.com/pricing?cq_net=g
plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M07 - MID - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor for a nonprofit taking online donations

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Givebutter (top pick), Stripe, Donorbox, PayPal MENTIONED Venmo

For a U.S. nonprofit taking online donations, Givebutter is a good place to start if you want a ready-made
donation page and donor tools without an upfront subscription. With optional donor tips enabled, Givebutter
says the nonprofit pays no platform or processing fees; if tips are off, a 3% platform fee plus processing fees
applies. (help.givebutter.com)

Other options, depending on what you need:

e Stripe — A solid choice if you already have a website or developer support. Eligible nonprofits can request
discounted processing rates; eligibility includes being a registered nonprofit and using the account
primarily for donations. (support.stripe.com)

e Donorbox — Useful for embedded donation forms and recurring giving, but check the total: Donorbox
charges a platform fee, and Stripe or PayPal processing fees are separate. (donorbox.zendesk.com)

e PayPal — Simple if your donors expect PayPal or Venmo. PayPal lists a discounted rate for confirmed
charities, but verify the current rate and eligibility for your account before choosing it. (paypal.com)

Quick recommendation: Choose Givebutter for an easy all-in-one setup; choose Stripe if you want to
integrate payments directly into your existing website. Compare the total cost, recurring-donation features,
donor records, and how donations are receipted—not just the advertised processor rate.

SEARCHED

nonprofit online donation payment processing fees Stripe nonprofit official
PayPal nonprofit donation fees official US

Donorbox pricing payment processing fees official

Givebutter pricing transaction fees official

SOURCES CITED

donorbox.zendesk.com How much does Donorbox cost? What are its fees? - Donorbox https://donorbox.zendesk.com/hc/en-
us/articles/360020292992-How-much-does-Donorbox-cost-What-are-its-fees

help.givebutter.com Givebutter Standard pricing explained | Givebutter Help Center https:/help.givebutter.com/en/articles/1512762-
givebutter-standard-pricing-explained

support.stripe.com Fee discount for nonprofit organizations : Stripe: Help & Support https:/support.stripe.com/questions/does-stripe-offer-
a-fee-discount-for-non-profit-organizations

paypal.com Nonprofit and Charity Fundraising Solutions | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/charity-nonprofit-solutions

plus 28 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED PayPal, Stripe, Givebutter, Zeffy, Donorbox MENTIONED Square

Short answer: For most small U.S. nonprofits, PayPal (if you're an approved charity) or Stripe is the cheapest
processor. If you want donation pages, donor records, and tips included, a giving platform like Givebutter or
Zeffy may cost less overall. Fees change often, so confirm current rates before you choose.

Processors

e PayPal: Published pricing is 1.99% + $0.49 for confirmed charities. Unconfirmed charities pay more. The
charity rate requires application and pre-approval. Funds typically arrive in about a business day.
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Question m07 - Claude, continued

e Stripe: The standard online rate is 2.9% + $0.30. Stripe offers discounted processing for verified 501(c)(3)
organizations: 2.2% + $0.30. However, Stripe confirms it offers a nonprofit discount but does not publish the
rate, so you must apply and ask. Stripe suits teams that want custom donation forms, since you'll need to
build your own donation forms or use third-party tools.

e PayPal vs. Stripe on a $50 gift: One comparison estimates ~$1.75 (3.5%) on Stripe and ~$1.49 (3.0%) on
PayPal's confirmed charity rate, based on published rates. Stripe is usually better on very small gifts. Many
nonprofits offer both, since PayPal is trusted by donors who won't type a card number.

e Square: Mainly useful for in-person events. Online donations are 2.9% + $0.30 in one comparison.
All-in-one giving platforms

e Givebutter: With tips on, it can cost the nonprofit nothing, since the nonprofit pays 0% platform and 0%
processing. With tips off, Givebutter charges a flat 3% platform fee on every campaign type, plus card
processing.

o Zeffy: Zeffy charges your nonprofit nothing, not even processing, and asks donors for a contribution at
checkout instead. It is available only in US, Canada and UK only.

e Donorbox: Charges a platform percentage on top of processing. One source lists 2.95% (up to 3.95% on
some features). Its Pro plan is $139 per month.

e Avoid stacking fees: The 1.5% platform fee (on the free plan) stacks on top of Stripe/PayPal processing
fees with some tools, which can push the total well above the processor's rate.

Caveats

e Sources disagree on some rates. For example, one lists PayPal's standard donation rate as 2.89% + $0.49
for non-confirmed charity donations, while another gives the confirmed rate as 2.2% for Stripe-style
discounts. Check each provider's current fee page.

e Many giving tools route payments through Stripe or PayPal underneath, so the processor's fee still applies.

If you tell me your annual donation volume, whether you're in the U.S., and whether you already have a website
or CRM, | can narrow this to one or two options.

SEARCHED

best payment processors for nonprofit online donations fees 2026

nonprofit donation processing fees comparison Stripe PayPal Givebutter

SOURCES CITED

zeffy.com Best Payment Gateways for Nonprofits in 2026 (8 Options Compared) https://www.zeffy.com/blog/payment-gateway
getholdings.com Best Payment Processing for Nonprofits (2026) https:/getholdings.com/resources/guides/best-payment-processing-
nonprofits

mypayadvisor.com Best Payment Processors For Nonprofits: 2026 https:/www.mypayadvisor.com/comparisons/best-payment-processors-for-
nonprofits-2026

zeffy.com PayPal vs. Stripe https:/www.zeffy.com/compare/paypal-vs-stripe

technologyadvice.com 9 Best Nonprofit Payment Processing Tools https:/technologyadvice.com/blog/sales/best-nonprofit-payment-
processing-tools/

paymentform.io Donation Platform Fees: What You Keep From $10,000 Raised https:/paymentform.io/blog/donation-platform-fees/

donormerchant.com Stripe vs PayPal for Nonprofit Donations: Which Should You Use?
(2026) https://www.donormerchant.com/guides/stripe-vs-paypal-nonprofit-donations/

nonprofitpoint.com Best Donation Platforms for Nonprofits in 2026: Real Fees Compared https://nonprofitpoint.com/best-donation-

platforms-for-nonprofits/

plus 9 more pages found, not cited
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Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Zeffy, Givebutter, PayPal, Stripe, CharityEngine, Bloomerang MENTIONED Venmo, Apple Pay, Google Pay,
Salesforce, HubSpot, WordPress

Selecting the right payment processor for your nonprofit depends on your organization's size, technical
capacity, and fundraising strategy. There is no single "best" provider, but several options are designed
specifically to support nonprofits by offering discounted rates, platform integrations, and donor-friendly
features.

Top Payment Processing Options for Nonprofits

When evaluating providers, consider both the transaction fees and the fundraising features (such as recurring
donations, donor data management, or event registration).

e For Low-Fee / "Zero-Fee" Models:
o Zeffy: Specifically built for nonprofits, Zeffy is unique for charging no platform or transaction fees. They
operate on a model where donors have the option to add a voluntary contribution to cover the
processing costs.

o Givebutter: Widely used for its versatility, it allows nonprofits to accept many payment methods (cards,
ACH, Venmo, digital wallets). It often utilizes a "donor-covered fee" model, where supporters can choose
to cover the transaction costs, allowing your organization to keep 100% of the donation.

e For Trusted & Widely Recognized Options:
o PayPal: Highly familiar to donors, which can help increase conversion rates. PayPal offers a discounted
rate for verified 501(c)(3) organizations.

o Stripe: A powerful, developer-friendly option that is highly flexible. It offers competitive nonprofit-
specific rates and integrates with a vast array of fundraising software.

¢ For All-in-One Fundraising & CRM Platforms:
o CharityEngine: An integrated solution that combines a donor CRM with a built-in payment processor. It
is ideal for larger nonprofits that want to manage data, payments, and reporting in one place.

o Bloomerang: Known for its strong focus on donor data management, it offers integrated payment
processing that helps keep donor information secure and actionable.

Key Considerations for Your Choice
To choose the right partner, weigh these factors against your organization’s current needs:

1. Effective Fees: Don't just look at the advertised rate. Calculate the "effective rate" by factoring in any
monthly fees, setup costs, and whether the platform allows you to pass the processing fee on to the donor.

2. Donor Experience: Can donors pay quickly without creating an account? Are there options for Apple Pay,
Google Pay, or recurring monthly gifts? A smooth experience directly correlates to higher donation
conversion rates.

3. Integration: Does the processor "talk" to your existing tools? If you use a specific CRM (like Salesforce or
HubSpot) or a website builder (like WordPress), ensure the payment processor has a native integration to
save your team from manual data entry.

4. Security & Compliance: Ensure the provider is PCl-compliant and reputable. Using a well-established
processor builds trust with your donors and protects their financial data.

Summary Recommendation

e Small/Startup Nonprofits: Look at Zeffy or Givebutter to minimize costs and access easy-to-use
fundraising tools.
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Question m07 - Gemini, continued

e Established Nonprofits: Consider Stripe for its flexibility or an all-in-one platform like CharityEngine if you
need robust CRM and data management capabilities.

Disclaimer: Fee structures can change frequently. Always visit the provider's official website or contact their
sales team to verify their current pricing for registered 501(c)(3) organizations.

SEARCHED

how to choose a payment processor for nonprofit donations
best payment processors for nonprofits online donations
payment processors with nonprofit discounts

SOURCES CITED

donorperfect.com donorperfect.com https:/donorperfect.com

stripe.com stripe.com https://stripe.com

rallyup.com rallyup.com https://rallyup.com

uschamber.com uschamber.com https://uschambercom

gocardless.com gocardless.com https:/gocardless.com

societ.com societ.com https:/societ.com

subsplash.com subsplash.com https:/subsplash.com

zeffy.com zeffy.com https://zeffy.com

bloomerang.com bloomerang.com https:/bloomerang.com
doublethedonation.com doublethedonation.com https://doublethedonation.com
charityengine.net charityengine.net https:/charityengine.net
moneyminder.com moneyminder.com https:/moneyminder.com
era92creative.com era92creative.com https://era92creative.com

neonone.com neonone.com https:/neonone.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), PayPal, Zeffy

For a U.S. nonprofit, Stripe is a good default if you want donations to go directly through your website and need
recurring gifts or integrations. Eligible nonprofits can apply for discounted processing; Stripe says eligibility
depends on nonprofit status, region, and having at least 80% of payment volume from tax-deductible
donations. Confirm the rate and terms for your account before choosing it. '

Other options:

e PayPal: Familiar to many donors and offers a confirmed-charity rate of 1.99% + $0.49 per domestic
donation; approval is required. °

e Zeffy: A donation platform that says it charges nonprofits no platform or processing fee, using optional
donor contributions to fund the service. Check that its tools and donor experience fit your needs. '°

Quick recommendation: choose Stripe for flexibility and direct website integration; PayPal if donors
specifically prefer PayPal; consider Zeffy if minimizing fees is the priority. Compare the total cost—including any
fundraising platform fee—and check support for recurring donations, donor receipts, and your donation-
management system. Rates and eligibility can change.

SEARCHED

best payment processor nonprofit online donations 2026 pricing

Stripe nonprofit discount payment processing donations pricing

PayPal nonprofit donation fees pricing 2026

SOURCES CITED

support.stripe.com Fee discount for nonprofit organizations https:/support.stripe.com/questions/fee-discount-for-nonprofit-organizations
paypal.com Donate Money | Give to Causes You Believe in | PayPal US https:/www.paypal.com/us/digital-wallet/send-receive-money/giving
paypal.com Fees | Merchant and Business | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/paypal-business-fees

zeffy.com Free Payment Processing for Nonprofits: 7 Picks 2026 https://www.zeffy.com/blog/payment-processing-software

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M08 - MID - IMPLEMENT - INFORMATIONAL

How do | switch payment processors
without losing customers' saved cards?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

BRANDS READ none

You can often keep customers’ cards, but you usually can’t move the old processor’s tokens directly. Those
tokens are often specific to that processor. Instead, ask whether the old provider can securely transfer the
underlying card credentials to the new one, which then creates new tokens. Whether that’s possible depends
on both providers and their security requirements. (pcisecuritystandards.org)

A practical migration plan

1. Ask the new processor first whether it supports card-data migration from your current provider. Confirm it
can import your card types and support your recurring-payment setup.

2. Ask both providers to coordinate a formal migration. They'll explain eligibility, required paperwork, secure
transfer method, fees, and timing. Don’t export card data yourself or put it in ordinary files, email, or
spreadsheets.

3. Prepare your records and integration. Keep a mapping between your customer and subscription IDs and
the new processor’s IDs. Plan how to handle card updates made while the transfer is underway; those can
otherwise be missed. (stripe.kb.ryzedesk.com)

4. Run the systems in parallel during the cutover. Test migrated cards and renewal flows in the new system,
then move billing in stages where possible. Keep the old setup available until you've verified successful
payments.

5. Plan for exceptions. Some payment methods—especially wallet-based credentials—may not migrate like
ordinary saved cards. Have a secure “update payment method” flow ready for customers whose credentials
can't be transferred. (stripe.kb.ryzedesk.com)

Before you commit, get written answers to: Can my saved cards be migrated? Who performs the transfer?
What happens to subscriptions, billing dates, and retry rules? Which wallets or card types are excluded? What'’s
the fallback for cards that don’t transfer?

A successful card migration doesn’t automatically move your subscriptions or billing logic, so treat those as a
separate part of the project. And don't assume that having tokens in your system means you can use them with
another processor; token portability is provider- and arrangement-specific.

SEARCHED

payment processor migration saved card data token portability PCI official guidance
PCI SSC tokenization payment tokens migrate processor card on file official

Stripe migrate saved payment methods from another processor official

SOURCES CITED

pcisecuritystandards.org PCI Security Standards Council - Protect Payment Data with Industry-driven Security Standards,
Training, and Programs https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/fags/1384/

stripe.kb.ryzedesk.com Request a payments data import — Stripe https:/stripe.kb.ryzedesk.com/articles/pan-import
stripe.kb.ryzedesk.com Import payment method data — Stripe https:/stripe.kb.ryzedesk.com/articles/get-started/payment-method-imports

plus 26 more pages found, not cited

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 128 of 273


https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/faqs/1384/?utm_source=openai
https://stripe.kb.ryzedesk.com/articles/pan-import?utm_source=openai
https://stripe.kb.ryzedesk.com/articles/get-started/payment-method-imports?utm_source=openai
https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/faqs/1384/
https://stripe.kb.ryzedesk.com/articles/pan-import
https://stripe.kb.ryzedesk.com/articles/get-started/payment-method-imports

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

MENTIONED Stripe

Your saved cards can usually move, but the tokens in your database won't. Each processor's tokens work only
inside its own vault, so the workable path is a vault-to-vault transfer of the underlying card data, followed by a
mapping from old tokens to new ones.

How the transfer works

e Tokens don't travel. That token generally works with the processor that issued it and nowhere else. So when
you switch, the tokens in your database do not travel on their own. Instead, the card data moves, and fresh
tokens are issued and mapped back to your customer records.

e The old processor sends the encrypted data straight to the new one. The encrypted card data transfers
directly between the two vaults — never passing through your infrastructure. On the giving and receiving
"end," the providers must comply with PCI Level 1 standards for the data migration to be possible.

e You get a mapping file. You get a file that maps each old token ID to its new one. Your software then swaps
the references.

Steps

1. Check your contract first. The harder questions tend to be contractual: whether your current agreement
obliges the processor to release the data, how long the export takes, and who pays for it. Know what your
current processor must provide, in what format, and on what timeline, before you announce anything.

2. Start early. Vendor guidance says the process takes weeks, mostly because of paperwork and scheduling.
One source says both providers require signed agreements, and the receiving provider will schedule the
import into its own pipeline.

3. Confirm the new processor's compliance. Processors typically want proof before they'll send data. For
example, Stripe says it can only transfer your card data to another PCI DSS Level 1-compliant payment
processor.

4. Request a test export. A sample file surfaces format and mapping issues long before they would otherwise
appear.

5. Reconcile and validate. Map the new tokens to your customer records and check that the counts match.
One approach is to run zero-amount test authorizations on a sample of cards before going live.

6. Keep the old account open. Keep your old account open and billing until the import is confirmed. Also keep
it for refunds and late disputes.
Things that often don't carry over
e Subscription logic. An export carries card details, not your subscription logic. You must rebuild plans, billing
dates and customer mappings in the new system.

e Network tokens, depending on setup. Network tokens can also survive a move, but only where the Token
Requestor ID belongs to you rather than to your PSP. Otherwise, confirm how they will be provisioned under
the new processor so card updates keep flowing.

e Some customers. Certain cards won't survive the transfer, so you'll need a fallback. Collect those details at
natural touchpoints such as a renewal or a settings update rather than at checkout, and avoid re-entry
prompts that feel like an error to the customer.

Alternatives

e A third-party vault. Some merchants use a third-party tokenization service provider (TSP) to act as an
intermediary. The vault holds the card data, so future processor switches are simpler.
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Question m08 - Claude, continued

e Overlap period. Run both processors in parallel during cutover, and keep the old account open for refunds
and late disputes.

Caveat: Some of these sources are vendor blogs, and one ServiceBridge guide is quite old. It suggests
skipping token migration for small card counts, under about 300 cards, since it may not be worth the effort.
Your current processor's exact export process and fees will matter most, so get that in writing before you
commit to a date.

SEARCHED

migrate saved cards between payment processors token migration

PCI card data migration between processors process

SOURCES CITED

shuttleglobal.com How to Switch Payment Providers Without Losing Customers  https:/www.shuttleglobal.com/guides/payment-provider-
migration/

blog.basistheory.com How to Migrate to a New PSP Without Disrupting Your Business https://blog.basistheory.com/migrate-to-new-psp
saas-billing-architecture.com Migrating Stored Cards Between Payment Processors https:/www.saas-billing-architecture.com/webhook-
processing-backend-state-management/payment-provider-migration-portability/migrating-stored-cards-between-payment-processors/
argentpayments.com How to Move Stored Card Tokens When You Switch Processors https:/argentpayments.com/blog/how-to-move-
stored-card-tokens-when-switching-processors

alliedpayments.com Token Migration https:/www.alliedpayments.com/blog/token-migration/

constellationpayments.com Switching Payment Processors: A Migration Playbook https://www.constellationpayments.com/blog/switching-
payment-processors-migration-playbook/

docs.stripe.com Request a payment data export https:/docs.stripe.com/get-started/data-migrations/pan-export

mannypay.io How to Migrate Card Data to a New Payment Processor https://www.mannypay.io/beyond-the-
swipe/industries/subscriptions/switching-processors-without-losing-subscribers-saved-cards/

payproglobal.com What is Credit Card Data Portability? PCI Safety Tips https:/payproglobal.com/answers/what-is-credit-card-data-portability/
plus 6 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

BRANDS READ none

Switching payment processors without losing your customers' saved card information is a standard but
sensitive technical process known as token migration or card data portability.

Because security tokens are unique to each processor (meaning a "token" from Processor A will not work in
Processor B), you cannot simply "copy and paste" them. Instead, the underlying card data must be securely
transferred.

How the Migration Process Works

1. Initiate the Request: Contact your current payment processor to request an export of your saved card data.
You will typically need to be the account owner to authorize this.

2. Verify Compliance: Your new processor must be PCI DSS Level 1 compliant. The old processor will only
send the data directly to another provider that meets this security standard.

3. Secure Data Transfer: The processors will coordinate a secure, encrypted transfer (usually via PGP
encryption) of the raw card data (or vaulted details). You will not see or handle the raw credit card numbers
during this process.

4. Re-Tokenization: Once the new processor receives the data, they will "re-tokenize" it, creating new tokens
that work within their specific system.

5. Mapping: You will receive a mapping file that links your old token IDs to the new ones. You or your technical
team will need to update your database so that your system knows to use the new tokens for future
transactions.
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Question m08 - Gemini, continued
Essential Steps to Avoid Disruption

e Run Processors in Parallel: Do not cancel your old account immediately. Run both processors concurrently
for at least one full billing cycle. This allows you to handle any remaining disputes or transactions from the
old system while ensuring the new one is stable.

e Account for Non-Transferrable Data: Most migrations do not include subscription schedules, historical
payment records, or specific metadata. You must export these separately and rebuild them in the new
system.

e Plan for Timeline: This process is not instantaneous; it typically takes two to four weeks. Start well in
advance of any planned cutover dates.

e Check for "Independent Vaults": To avoid being locked in again in the future, some businesses choose to
store their tokens in an independent, third-party payment vault. This allows you to switch between multiple
processors without having to migrate data every time.

Before You Start

e Read Your Contract: Check for exit fees or specific language regarding data portability.

e Confirm Compatibility: Ask your new processor explicitly: "What is your process for importing existing PCI-
compliant card data from my current provider?"1f they do not have a clear, documented process for this, it
may be a red flag.

e Testin a Sandbox: Always integrate and test the new processor in a sandbox environment before going live
with real customer data.

SEARCHED

what is payment card data portability

how to migrate customer credit card dota between payment gateways

how to switch payment processors without losing saved customer cards

can you transfer saved credit cards from one payment processor to another
SOURCES CITED

anywherepos.com anywherepos.com https:/anywherepos.com

argentpayments.com argentpayments.com https:/argentpayments.com

servicebridge.com servicebridge.com https://servicebridge.com

tagada.io tagada.io https:/tagada.io

basistheory.com basistheory.com https:/basistheory.com

clearaccept.com clearaccept.com https:/clearaccept.com

stripe.com stripe.com https://stripe.com

paypal.com paypal.com https:/paypal.com

grdvy.com grdvy.com https:/grdvy.com

stackoverflow.com stackoverflow.com https:/stackoverflow.com
directprocessingnetwork.com directprocessingnetwork.com https:/directprocessingnetwork.com
shuttleglobal.com shuttleglobal.com https:/shuttleglobal.com

payproglobal.com payproglobal.com https:/payproglobal.com

merchantadviceservice.co.uk merchantadviceservice.co.uk https:/merchantadviceservice.co.uk

arrowpayments.com arrowpayments.com https:/arrowpayments.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Visa Account Updater, Mastercard Automatic Billing Updater

You can often keep customers’ saved cards, but don’t assume the card tokens will work with a new processor.
Processor-issued tokens are commonly tied to that provider; migration usually requires a supported vault-to-
vault transfer or another approved re-tokenization process. °°
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Question m08 - Perplexity, continued
A practical migration plan

1. Ask both providers about portability before you set a cutover date. Confirm whether the outgoing
processor can securely export the stored credentials and whether the incoming one can import them. Ask
what happens to recurring-payment records, customer IDs, and stored-credential consent data, and get the
process and responsibilities in writing. °°

1. Have the providers handle the sensitive-data transfer. Arrange a direct transfer between their PCI-
compliant environments; don’t export card numbers to spreadsheets, email, or your own application.
Confirm the required security, compliance evidence, and agreements with both providers. ’'?

1. Map and test the migration. Keep a reliable mapping between old and new customer/payment-method IDs,
and verify a representative set of migrated records and billing schedules. Run controlled test charges or a

limited rollout, and have a rollback plan before moving recurring volume. %'?

1. Handle anything that can’t be migrated separately. For those customers, ask them to re-enter their card
details through a secure checkout or account-update flow—ideally at their next renewal or other natural
interaction, with clear notice to avoid surprises. &’

1. Check account-updater coverage. Visa Account Updater and Mastercard Automatic Billing Updater can
help refresh changed card details for eligible stored-card payments, but they are not a substitute for
migrating your existing vault or tokens. Confirm availability with the new provider and which card types
and issuers are covered. >

Before switching, get specific answers: Is the transfer supported for your account and payment types? Will
subscriptions and customer references carry over? Are wallet payments or bank debits included? What'’s the
timeline, cost, and failure-handling process? Some credentials—such as wallet tokens or direct-debit mandates
—may need their own migration path. °7

SEARCHED

payment processor switch migrate saved card tokens portability PCI DSS guidance

PCI SSC payment card data migration processor tokenization vault migration

Visa Account Updater Mastercard Automatic Billing Updater recurring payments migrate processor
SOURCES CITED

visa.com Protect recurring revenue with Visa Account Updater https:/www.yisa.com/en-us/products/visa-account-updater
cybersource.com Additional services | Cybersource https://www.cybersource.com/en-gb/solutions/additional-services.html

forte.net Layering Tokenization With... https://www.forte.net/insights/what-is-payment-tokenization

stripe.com How to Switch Payment Processors: A Guide - Stripe https:/stripe.com/resources/more/how-to-switch-payment-processors
shuttleglobal.com How to Switch Payment Providers Without Losing Customers https://www.shuttleglobal.com/guides/payment-provider-
migration/

decta.com Payment Infrastructure Migration: How to Minimize Risk and Downtime https://www.decta.com/company/media/payment-

infrastructure-migration

plus 9 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M09 - MID - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment provider for accepting direct
bank payments online instead of cards

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, GoCardless, Adyen, Stripe ACH Direct Debit (top pick)

For U.S. customers, the usual option is ACH direct debit: customers authorize a bank-account payment
instead of entering card details.

e Stripe — a straightforward choice if you already use Stripe; supports ACH payments online, including
through checkout flows. (stripe.com)

e GoCardless — worth considering especially for recurring payments and invoices.

e Adyen — another option, often a better fit for larger businesses or platforms. (docs.adyen.com)

If you mean customers push a bank transfer to you rather than you pulling an authorized debit, that's a
different setup. For a simple starting point, I'd look at Stripe ACH Direct Debit. ACH can take several business
days to settle, and customers must authorize the debit.

What are you selling—one-time purchases, invoices, or subscriptions—and is your business based in the U.S.?

SEARCHED

US payment provider accept direct bank payments online ACH debit business official Stripe ACH Direct
Debit Plaid

official online payment processor ACH bank payments GoCardless United States

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Accept ACH Direct Debit and Instant Bank Payments | Stripe https://stripe.com/payments/us-bank-debits
docs.adyen.com ACH Direct Debit | Adyen Docs https:/docs.adyen.com/payment-methods/ach-direct-debit

plus 24 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Truelayer, Trustly, Volt, Tink, Global Payments, Stripe, Braintree, Finix ~MENTIONED iDEAL, PayNow, Fiserv,
Walmart

The right provider depends mostly on where your customers bank. Pay-by-bank is best established in Europe
and the UK, and is newer in the US.

Europe and UK (open banking / Pay by Bank)

e TrueLayer: Focused on instant bank payments. It lets businesses accept account-to-account payments,
and it also offers recurring payments and account data services. Its strengths are wide bank coverage
across major European countries and a sign-up option that combines account creation with payment.
(TrueLayer builds open banking infrastructure focused on instant bank payments. It enables businesses to
accept account-to-account payments easily.; For subscription use, its main strengths are wide bank
coverage across major European countries, a large user network, and high returning-user conversion.)

e Trustly and Volt: Both are named among the key providers that enable direct account-to-account payments
at checkout. (Key providers like Trustly and Volt enable direct A2A payments at the checkout on behalf of
payers.)

¢ Tink: Also listed among notable providers. Its focus is open banking infrastructure rather than checkout, so
check whether it fits your setup.
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Question m09 - Claude, continued

¢ Global Payments: Offers bank payments with little or no change to an existing integration, including for
merchants using its hosted payment page. (Existing and new merchants can easily access Bank Payment
with little or no changes to their existing integration, including those who use our Hosted Payment Page
(HPP))

Netherlands and Singapore (local schemes)

e iDEAL (Netherlands) and PayNow (Singapore) are domestic bank-payment schemes. (Specific markets
feature specialized payment schemes, like iDEAL in The Netherlands and PayNow in Singapore.)

United States

e Pay by Bank is newer here. The Federal Reserve describes it as direct account-to-account transfers that
bypass card networks. Fiserv is one provider behind a large launch, with Walmart using it for instant Pay-by-
Bank. (The Federal Reserve describes Pay-by-Bank as enabling direct account-to-account transfers that
bypass card networks, offering faster settlement and potentially lower transaction costs for merchants. The
Federal Reserve also highlights Walmart's partnership with Fiserv to launch instant Pay-by-Bank for online
and in-store purchases beginning in 2025.)

e For US merchants, ACH bank debit is the most common alternative to cards. Stripe, Braintree, and Finix all
offer ACH support (from my general knowledge, not checked in this search). Finix's ACH support is
mentioned in the results. (Its broader infrastructure includes ACH support, subscription billing, hosted
fields, fraud tools, and Level 2 and Level 3 processing.)

e Regulation may affect US rollout. One source says the US open banking data rule is still being finalized, so
budget cautiously. (Finance teams building FY2027 payment cost plans should not book savings that
depend on a general-purpose, low-cost pay-by-bank rail being available at scale in the US next year.)

Things to weigh

e Pay-by-bank is usually strongest for high-value purchases, recurring bills, and subscriptions. Cards still tend
to win on low-value impulse buys. (Account-to-account payment remains genuinely attractive where ticket
sizes are large, where the customer relationship is recurring, or where funds finality matters more than
rewards. Bill pay, subscription renewals, marketplace seller payouts, high-value electronics and furniture,
and account top-ups all fit that profile better than impulse-driven low-value baskets.)

e Most merchants offer it alongside cards rather than replacing them. (Pay by Bank sits alongside cards, not
instead of them)

Which country or countries are you selling in, and is this for one-off checkout or recurring payments? | can

narrow the list down from there.

SEARCHED

open banking pay by bank payment providers merchants 2026
account-to-account payments merchant acceptance providers comparison

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 134 of 273



Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

Question m09 - Claude, continued
SOURCES CITED
insightglobal.com Open Banking Clarity in 2026: What Financial Leaders Need to Know https:/insightglobal.com/blog/open-banking-

clarity-for-financial-leaders/
backbase.com Open banking platform: Complete guide for banks (2026) https://www.backbase.com/blog/open-banking-platform
blog.finexer.com Open Banking for Payments: Proven Merchant Guide https:/blog finexer.com/open-banking-for-payments/

developer.globalpayments.com Open Banking and Bank Payment https:/developer.globalpayments.com/ecommerce/expand-your-
integration/open-banking

primer.io A merchants guide to open banking payments https:/primerio/blog/spotlight-open-banking

shopappy.com CFPB Open Banking Rule Timing: Q4 2026 and 3 Signals https://shopappy.com/news/policy-regulation/cfpb-open-banking-
rule-q4-2026

subscriptionflow.com Pay by Bank: Can Open Banking Replace Cards for Subscriptions? https:/www.subscriptionflow.com/blog/pay-by-
bank/

acemerchantprocessing.com Top Merchant Account Providers Compared for Businesses https://www.acemerchantprocessing.com/top-

merchant-account-providers-compared-for-businesses/

plus 10 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED GoCardless, Stripe, Trustly, Adyen, Mollie, Plaid MENTIONED iDEAL, Sofort, Visa, Mastercard, Shopify,
WooCommerce, Magento

To accept direct bank payments online instead of (or in addition to) credit cards, you should look for payment
providers that offer Account-to-Account (A2A) payments or Open Banking solutions.

These methods allow customers to pay directly from their bank accounts by authenticating through their own
banking app or portal, bypassing traditional card networks entirely.

Top Providers for Direct Bank Payments
Depending on your business location and target market, several providers specialize in these types of
payments:

e GoCardless: Highly recommended for both one-off "Instant Bank Pay" transactions and recurring
payments (Direct Debit). It is widely used in Europe and the UK and is known for its ease of integration.

e Stripe: While famous for card processing, Stripe also supports ACH transfers (in the US) and various Open
Banking and local bank payment methods globally.

e Trustly: A leader in Open Banking payments, Trustly allows customers to pay directly from their bank
account at checkout. It is very popular for its real-time processing capabilities.

e Adyen: A robust global payment processor that supports a vast array of local bank transfer methods (like
iDEAL in the Netherlands or SOFORT in Germany).

e Mollie: An excellent choice for European businesses, Mollie offers easy access to many local bank payment
schemes, making it simple to offer direct bank transfers.

e Plaid: Often used as an underlying infrastructure provider, Plaid is a major player in the Open Banking
space, helping businesses connect to thousands of financial institutions for secure payments.

Why Choose Direct Bank Payments?

e Lower Fees: Because they bypass card networks (like Visa or Mastercard), transaction fees are often
significantly lower than traditional credit card processing fees.

e Reduced Fraud: Since payments are authenticated directly by the customer's bank (often using biometrics
like FacelD or fingerprints), the risk of "friendly fraud" or chargebacks is minimized.

¢ Increased Conversion: In many regions, customers prefer using their trusted local banking apps over
entering card details on a website.
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Question m09 - Gemini, continued
Things to Consider

1. Region Matters: Many direct bank payment methods are regional. For example, iDEAL is dominant in the
Netherlands, while SOFORT is common in Germany/Austria, and ACH is the standard in the US. Choose a
provider that supports the specific methods used by your customers.

2. Integration: Most modern providers (like GoCardless, Stripe, or Adyen) offer plug-and-play integrations for
popular e-commerce platforms like Shopify, WooCommerce, and Magento, making it relatively simple to
add these options to your checkout.

3. Settlement Speed: While many Open Banking payments are "instant" or "real-time," others (like standard
Direct Debit or ACH) may take a few days to settle. Confirm the settlement times with the provider based on
your cash flow needs.

SEARCHED

how to accept bank payments online without credit cards

account to account payment providers online

payment providers for direct bank payments online instead of cards
open banking payment providers for online merchants

alternatives to credit card processing for online businesses direct bank transfer
SOURCES CITED

mollie.com mollie.com https:/mollie.com

mastercard.com mastercard.com https:/mastercard.com

PXp.io pXp.io https:/pxp.io

token.io token.io https:/token.io

montonio.com montonio.com https:/montonio.com

gocardless.com gocardless.com https:/gocardless.com

zapier.com zapier.com https://zapiercom

forbes.com forbes.com https:/forbes.com

openbanking.org.uk openbanking.org.uk https:/openbanking.org.uk

primer.io primer.io https:/primer.io

european-alternatives.eu european-alternatives.eu https:/european-alternatives.eu
adyen.com adyen.com https://adyen.com

truelayer.com truelayer.com https:/truelayer.com

openbankingtracker.com openbankingtracker.com https:/openbankingtracker.com
fena.co fena.co https:/fena.co

novalnet.com novalnet.com https:/novalnet.com

alternativepayments.com alternativepayments.com https://alternativepayments.com
nativeteams.com nativeteams.com https:/nativeteams.com

solidgate.com solidgate.com https:/solidgate.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Adyen Bank Transfer, Adyen Open Banking

A good starting point is Stripe if you want customers to pay directly from a bank account rather than use a
card. In the US, it supports ACH Direct Debit for one-time and recurring payments, and Instant Bank

Payments for faster confirmation. ACH payments can take several business days to confirm, so theyre not
ideal when you need immediate certainty. '®

Other options depend on what you mean by “direct bank payment” and where your customers are:

e Adyen Bank Transfer lets customers initiate a transfer from their own banking app or website; it’s
asynchronous, so you wait for the funds to arrive before fulfilling the order. °

e Adyen Open Banking supports account-to-account payments in the UK, France, and Germany. '*

If you share your country and whether you need customers to authorize you to debit their account or send you
a transfer themselves, | can narrow it down.
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Question m09 - Perplexity, continued

SEARCHED

online payment provider accept direct bank payments ACH open banking merchants 2026
Stripe bank payments ACH direct debit online business

Adyen bank transfer payments online merchants

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Accept ACH bank payments in the US - Stripe https:/stripe.com/payments/us-bank-payments
docs.stripe.com ach-direct-debit https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/ach-direct-debit

docs.adyen.com Bank Transfer https:/docs.adyen.com/payment-methods/bank-transfer

adyen.com Open banking payment method for direct bank transfers https:/www.adyen.com/payment-methods/open-banking
plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M10 - MID - COMPARE - INFORMATIONAL

Should a growing online business use one
payment provider for everything or several?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

MENTIONED Stripe

For most growing online businesses, start with one payment provider—and add another only to solve a
specific, measurable problem.

A single provider is usually simpler: one integration, one place to reconcile payouts and refunds, and fewer
systems for your team to maintain. It may already support the countries and payment methods you need.

A second provider can make sense when you have a clear need, such as:

e Backup: payment outages are costing you meaningful sales.
¢ New markets or payment methods: your current provider has gaps in local coverage.

e Better performance or cost: transaction data shows another provider could improve approval rates or
reduce fees.

e Negotiating leverage: your volume makes a second relationship worthwhile.

But “more providers” isn't automatically more resilient or cheaper. It adds engineering and operational work—
integrations, routing, reporting, reconciliation, support, and payment-data management. And a backup only
helps if you can actually route payments to it when needed. (stripe.com)

Practical approach: Use one provider as your primary, track outages, failed-payment rates, fees, and unmet
market needs, and set a threshold for when a second provider would pay for itself. If you add one, test the
failover and make sure responsibilities for payment-data security and compliance are clear; outsourcing
payment processing doesn’t necessarily remove all merchant obligations. (pcisecuritystandards.org)

In short: one by default; several when the business case is concrete and you can manage the added
complexity.

SEARCHED

payment providers multi PSP strategy redundancy routing official documentation Stripe multiple payment
processors

Adyen payment orchestration multiple PSPs benefits official

PCI SSC third party payment service provider responsibilities merchant official

Federal Reserve payment processing concentration risk business payment provider redundancy

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com How to Evaluate and Manage Multiple Payment Processors | Stripe https:/stripe.com/guides/evaluating-and-managing-multiple-
payment-providers

pcisecuritystandards.org Does PCI DSS apply to merchants who outsource all payment processing operations and never store,
process or transmit cardholder data? - PCI Security Standards Council https:/www.pcisecuritystandards.org/faqs/does-pci-dss-apply-to-

merchants-who-outsource-all-payment-processing-operations-and-never-store-process-or-transmit-cardholder-data/

plus 34 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Spreedly, Primer, Gr4vy MENTIONED Stripe

Short answer: Start with one solid provider, and add a second once your volume, geography, or revenue
exposure makes outages or fees costly enough to justify the work. Most growing businesses don't need several
providers on day one.
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Question m10 - Claude, continued

When a second provider pays off

Outage risk. One vendor's downtime can stop all sales. Sources describe a backup processor as a safety
net that keeps checkout running during a glitch or maintenance window. Think of payment redundancy as a
safety net for your sales. If your primary payment processor experiences a technical glitch or goes down for
maintenance, you're not left scrambling and losing sales.

Failed recurring payments. If you run subscriptions, declines are costly. One source notes that some direct-
to-consumer brands claim to lose as much as 20% of their revenue because of failed payments. Backup
routing and retry logic help here.

Customer preference and international sales. Shoppers abandon carts when their preferred method is
missing. One vendor cites Stripe research that 85% of online customers state they would stop a purchase if
their favorite payment method wasn't available. A second provider can add wallets, local methods, or
currencies your main provider doesn't support, though that is a coverage benefit rather than true
redundancy.

Fee optimization. Some gateways are cheaper for certain card types or regions, so a strategy where you
automatically send each transaction through the gateway that offers the lowest fee can save money at
scale.

The costs of going multi-provider

Operational overhead. You need to establish new relationships with multiple PSPs which individually
require time, effort and negotiation, and different PSPs may report data in different ways that are hard to
marry together.

Lost volume discounts. Concentrating volume with one provider often gets you better pricing, since
gateway pricing is usually based on sales volume.

Hidden costs. A lower transaction rate can be offset by platform surcharges, cross-border fees, failed-
authorization costs, monthly minimums, and engineering and reconciliation work. Measure cost end to end,
not just the headline rate.

Backups must actually work. A second processor has to be integrated, monitored, and tested, and it must
handle the same currencies, card brands, and recurring-payment setups as the primary. Otherwise it's not a
real failover.

How to structure it

Small teams: Use your ecommerce platform's built-in support for multiple providers. This is usually the
fastest route, though you have less control.

Growing teams with real complexity: Consider an orchestration layer, which provides one integration that
routes across several providers, with routing, retries, and a card vault. Vendors in this space include
Spreedly, Primer, and Grdvy, but a platform fee and integration work come with it, so it's usually worth it only
at meaningful volume.

Decision rule: Add a provider only when you can name the specific problem it solves, such as outage
protection, a missing market, or high decline rates, and when you can measure the result.

A caveat: Most of the material | found comes from payment vendors who sell orchestration or multi-provider
services, so their claims about recovered revenue and conversion lifts are likely optimistic. Test with your own
data, such as decline rates, cost per transaction, and checkout abandonment, before committing.

SEARCHED

multiple payment providers redundancy ecommerce benefits drawbacks
payment orchestration platform ecommerce 2026
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Question m10 - Claude, continued
SOURCES CITED
checkoutchamp.com A Guide to Ecommerce Platforms with Multiple Payment Processors - Media - Checkout

Champ https://checkoutchamp.com/media/a-guide-to-ecommerce-platforms-with-multiple-payment-processors-547
checkout.com Should you use multiple payment service providers? https:/www.checkout.com/blog/multiple-payment-service-providers
bluesnap.com 10 Downsides Of Having Multiple Payment Gateway Integrations https:/www.bluesnap.com/multiple-payment-gateways/

blog.basistheory.com How to Know If You Should Use Multiple Payment Gateways https:/blog.basistheory.com/multiple-payment-gateways-
benefits

volusion.com Why Accepting Multiple Payment Methods is Vital for Ecommerce Success https:/www.yolusion.com/blog/why-accepting-
multiple-payment-methods-is-vital-for-ecommerce-success/

plus 14 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Square, Braintree
Deciding between a single payment provider or multiple depends on your business’s current stage, volume, and

geographic reach. There is no one-size-fits-all answer, but most growing businesses follow a predictable
evolution.

The Case for a Single Payment Provider (PSP)

For early-stage startups and businesses operating in a single market, a single Payment Service Provider (such
as Stripe, Square, or Braintree) is usually the best starting point.

e Pros:
o Simplicity: You manage only one contract, one dashboard, and one set of technical integrations.

o Operational Ease: Reconciliation, reporting, and handling refunds are centralized, which saves
significant time for small teams.

o Cost Efficiency: You can often reach volume-based pricing discounts faster by consolidating all your
transactions with one partner.

e Best For: Businesses with low-to-moderate transaction volumes, those focused on a single domestic
market, or teams that want to minimize technical overhead.

The Case for Multiple Payment Providers

As your business grows, the limitations of a single provider can become bottlenecks. Many established, scaling,
or international businesses eventually shift to a multi-provider strategy.

e Pros:
o Resiliency (Failover): If one provider experiences an outage, you can automatically route traffic to
another, preventing lost sales.
o Higher Approval Rates: Different providers have different success rates in different regions. Using
multiple allows you to route transactions to the processor most likely to approve them.

o Geographic & Method Coverage: Not all providers support all local payment methods or have the same
regulatory compliance in every country. Adding providers allows you to enter new markets and cater to
local customer preferences.

o Reduced Vendor Lock-in: You maintain leverage and flexibility; if one provider changes their terms or

fees, you are not entirely dependent on them.

e Cons:
o Complexity: Managing multiple vendors, disparate contracts, and fragmented reporting data can
quickly become an operational headache.

o Maintenance Overhead: Technical teams must maintain multiple integrations and ensure data
consistency across systems.
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Question m10 - Gemini, continued

The "Middle Ground": Payment Orchestration

If you find that you need the benefits of multiple providers but want to avoid the manual complexity of
managing them individually, many scaling businesses turn to Payment Orchestration Platforms (POPs).

e How it works: An orchestration platform acts as a "control layer" that sits above your payment processors.
You connect to the orchestration platform once, and it handles the intelligent routing of transactions to
whichever provider (or acquirer) is best suited for that specific payment, based on geography, cost, or
performance.

e When to consider this: Many experts suggest looking into orchestration when your business hits a certain
scale (e.g., ~$300k+ monthly volume) or when you begin operating across multiple international markets. It
allows you to add providers, support local payment methods, and use smart routing without having to
rebuild your infrastructure for each new partner.

Summary Decision Framework

If your business is... Recommended Strategy

Early-stage / Startup One Provider: Focus on speed, simplicity, and low overhead.
Growing / Multi-market Multiple Providers: Diversify risk and improve conversion rates.
High-Volume / Global Orchestration: Use a platform to manage multiple providers centrally.

Final Advice: If you are currently happy with your single provider, there is no urgent need to switch. However,
start tracking your "decline rates" and downtime incidents. If these numbers begin to hurt your bottom line, that
is your signal to either add a backup provider or adopt an orchestration layer.

SEARCHED
No web search run.

SOURCES CITED
None.

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC
MENTIONED Stripe, Checkout.com, NetSuite

For most growing online businesses, start with one primary payment provider, then add another when you
have a clear business reason. More providers aren't automatically better.

One provider is usually best when you're in a limited number of markets, your payment volume is manageable,
and your team wants simpler integration, reporting, reconciliation, and support.

Consider a second provider when a single point of failure could meaningfully hurt sales, you're expanding into
markets or payment methods your current provider doesn’t serve well, or reliable data shows another provider
could improve approval rates or lower costs. Multiple providers can offer resilience and flexibility, but they also
bring extra integration and maintenance work, fragmented reporting, and more compliance overhead." '

A practical approach:

1. Keep one provider as your default.

2. Track payment failures, outages, approval rates, fees, and customer demand by country and payment
method.

3. Add a second provider to address a specific, measurable gap—not just for the sake of diversification.

4. Test the fallback and make sure your team can reconcile transactions across both providers.
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Question m10 - Gemini, continued

At higher volume, an orchestration layer can help manage routing and reporting across providers, but it adds its
own costs and can become another dependency.'® In short: one provider for simplicity; several when the
resilience, reach, or performance gains justify the added complexity.

Sources: ' Stripe, ' Checkout.com, ° NetSuite.

SEARCHED

ecommerce multiple payment processors benefits risks payment provider diversification

payment orchestration multiple payment providers ecommerce costs complexity

Stripe payment provider redundancy multiple processors business

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com How to Evaluate and Manage Multiple Payment Processors https://stripe.com/guides/evaluating-and-managing-multiple-payment-
providers

netsuite.com What Is Payment Orchestration? How Does It Work? -

NetSuite https://www.netsuite.com/portal/resource/articles/accounting/payment-orchestration.shtml

checkout.com Should you use multiple payment service providers? - Checkout.com https://www.checkout.com/blog/multiple-payment-

service-providers

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M11 MID - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor for a software platform
that lets its own users accept payments

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Connect, Adyen for Platforms, PayPal for Platforms

That'’s usually called embedded payments or platform payments. You're looking for a provider with
platform/marketplace capabilities—including onboarding your users as merchants, processing their
customers’ payments, and handling payouts.

Common options include:

e Stripe Connect — a widely used option for software platforms and marketplaces; supports onboarding
connected accounts and payments on their behalf. (stripe.com)

e Adyen for Platforms — an end-to-end option for platforms that need to onboard users, process payments,
and pay out funds. (docs.adyen.com)

e PayPal for Platforms — offers embedded, hosted, and APl integration options for platforms and their
merchants. (pep.paypal.com)

If you're asking what this kind of provider is called, the concise term is a payment service provider (PSP) with a
platform-payments product. If you share your country and whether you need to split payments or take a
platform fee, | can narrow down the best fit.

SEARCHED

payment processor platform let users accept payments embedded payments marketplace official Stripe
Connect Adyen for Platforms PayPal Commerce Platform

Stripe Connect platform payments connected accounts official

Adyen for Platforms embedded payments official

SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Adyen for Platforms | Adyen Docs https://docs.adyen.com/adyen-for-platforms-model

stripe.com Stripe Connect | Platform and Marketplace Payment Solutions https:/stripe.com/connect

pep.paypal.com PayPal for Platforms | PayPal US https:/pep.paypal.com/us/business/platform-payment-solution?locale.x=en_EE

plus 23 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Connect (top pick), Adyen for Platforms, Braintree, Mangopay, Ryft, ConnectPay, Finix, Payrix
MENTIONED PayPal

Short answer: For most software platforms, Stripe Connect is the default starting point. Adyen for Platforms
becomes the better choice at high volume or for global operations. Which one fits depends mainly on your
stage, geography, and transaction volume.

Stripe Connect (best for most early and mid-stage platforms)

e Its onboarding is the fastest of the major options. One source says Connect's hosted onboarding handles
KYC and bank linking out of the box, so you can start taking transactions within days. Time to first
transaction is days. Stripe Connect Onboarding handles KYC + bank linking out of the box.

e |t offers Standard, Express, and Custom account types, and Custom accounts provide the most control,
allowing businesses to own the full payment experience.
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Question m11- Claude, continued

e Pricing is simple at small scale: the default US domestic card rate is 2.9% + 30¢. Costs add up as you grow.
Platforms may also pay $2 per monthly active account and 0.25% + 25¢ per payout if they handle pricing
themselves. Check current rates on Stripe's site, since these figures come from third-party summaries.

Adyen for Platforms (best for high volume or global scale)

e |t uses interchange-plus pricing, which generally becomes cheaper than flat-rate pricing at large volumes.
One comparison says it wins meaningfully at high volume, since interchange-plus pricing scales better.

e |tis harder to set up. Implementation requires custom development to configure onboarding flows and split
payment logic. Expect a longer timeline, and one source puts a typical enterprise integration at 4-6 months,
though that figure comes from a vendor-adjacent blog.

e ltsinternational reach is stronger. Local acquiring in more markets can reduce declines.

Braintree (PayPal)

e |t suits platforms that prioritize PayPal wallet acceptance, but it is more developer-heavy. It offers volume-
based pricing and more customization than traditional PayPal, but it requires significant engineering
investment to get there.

Other options

e Mangopay, Ryft, or ConnectPay are better fits if you are EU- or UK-focused and need regulated, compliant
infrastructure. Mangopay works well for European marketplaces.

e Payfac-as-a-service providers like Finix or Payrix can be simpler to white-label, but they usually work with
a single processor.

Practical recommendation

1. If you are launching or under roughly $1M in monthly volume, start with Stripe Connect.

2. If you are processing S10M+ monthly with dedicated engineering resources, or you need multi-region local
acquiring, evaluate Adyen for Platforms.

3. Before committing, model your fees using your actual card mix, your expected number of connected
accounts, and your payout frequency. Ask each provider for a written quote that includes platform fees.

Most of the sources above are vendor blogs or comparison sites with commercial interests, so verify pricing
and features directly with the providers. If you share your expected monthly volume, countries, and whether
you're in SaaS or marketplace, | can narrow this down.

SEARCHED

payment facilitator platforms comparison Stripe Connect Adyen for Platforms Braintree 2026

Stripe Connect vs Adyen for Platforms pricing onboarding

SOURCES CITED

ryftpay.com Best Stripe Connect alternatives for marketplaces and platforms (2026) https:/www.ryftpay.com/blog/best-stripe-connect-

alternatives-for-marketplaces-and-platforms-2026

ryftpay.com Best payment facilitator (PayFac) providers 2026 - Ryft https:/www.ryftpay.com/blog/best-payment-facilitator-payfac-providers-
2026

finix.com 5 Best Stripe Alternatives in 2026 https:/finix.com/resources/blogs/best-stripe-alternatives

scaled2c.net Adyen vs Stripe vs Braintree: enterprise payments comparison — SCALE D2C https://www.scaled2c.net/blog/fintech-
embedded-finance/adyen-vs-stripe-vs-braintree-enterprise-payments-comparison.html

connectpay.com 10 Best Payment Solutions for Platforms (2026) - ConnectPay https:/connectpay.com/blog/payment-solutions-for-
platforms/

shuttleglobal.com Stripe Connect Alternatives for Platforms https:/www.shuttleglobal.com/alternatives/stripe-connect/

dashhold.com Stripe vs Adyen for Platforms — Decision Guide for Marketplaces https://www.dashhold.com/compare/stripe-vs-adyen-for-

platforms/

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Connect, Adyen for Platforms, Finix, Unipaas, Fiska, Rainforest, Razorpay

To build a software platform that enables your users to accept payments (often referred to as an embedded
payments or platform model), you generally need a payment infrastructure provider that supports "platform"
capabilities.

These providers allow you to onboard your users as "sub-merchants", handle compliance (KYC/KYB), and
facilitate payouts to those users, all while allowing you to potentially earn a margin on the transactions.

Top Solutions for Platforms

The choice depends on your scale, geographic reach, and risk tolerance.

Provider Best For Key Strengths
Stripe Connect Most SaaS platforms Industry-leading APls, fast onboarding, and comprehensive developer
documentation.

Adyen for Platforms  Large/Enterprise scale  Global acquiring, lower costs at high volumes, and unified commerce

capabilities.
Finix Customizable/White- Offers more control over the payment experience, branding, and pricing
label models.
Unipaas / Fiska / Vertical SaaS Purpose-built for software platforms; often handle the
Rainforest operational/compliance burden behind your brand.

Key Decision Factors

1. The "Platform" Model vs. "Payment Facilitator" (PayFac)

e Embedded Payments (Recommended): Most platforms use a provider like Stripe Connect or Adyen for
Platforms. You essentially act as a partner where the provider handles the heavy lifting of compliance, risk
monitoring, and banking regulations (acting as the "Master" PayFac).

e Becoming a Full PayFac: This involves registering directly with card networks (Visa/Mastercard) and banks.
It is extremely expensive and complex (often taking 12-24 months and requiring significant capital). Most
SaaS platforms should avoid this unless they have massive transaction volume and a dedicated
legal/compliance team.

2. Monetization
Look for platforms that allow you to set your own fee structures. You want a solution that enables you to:

e Charge a "take rate" (a percentage or flat fee) on top of the base processing cost.

e Control the payout timing to your users.

w

. Geographic & Regulatory Needs

If you operate primarily in the US/UK/EU, providers like Stripe and Adyen have robust local support.

e [f you are entering markets like India or parts of Southeast Asia, look for providers with strong local
acquiring (e.g., Razorpay) to ensure better acceptance rates and localized payment methods.

Recommendation

e Startups & Growth-stage SaaS: Stripe Connect is the industry standard for a reason. Its documentation
and API flexibility allow you to get to market quickly.

e Enterprise / High Volume: If you process high volumes (typically millions per month), Adyen often becomes
more cost-effective due to their interchange-plus pricing model.
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Question m11- Gemini, continued

e Vertical SaaS seeking deep integration: Explore Unipaas or Rainforest. They are designed to let you
launch payments under your own brand with less "Stripe-like" complexity, often handling more of the
merchant-facing compliance on your behalf.

Important: Before choosing, consult with legal counsel regarding "money transmission" laws in your operating
regions, as handling funds on behalf of others can trigger significant regulatory requirements.

SEARCHED

Stripe Connect vs Adyen vs PayPal for Platforms

payment facilitation vs marketplace payment solutions for SaaS
payment processor for software platform allowing users to accept payments
best payment gateways for SaaS platforms to enable user payments
SOURCES CITED

finix.com finix.com https:/finix.com

mollie.com mollie.com https:/mollie.com

mannypay.io mannypay.io https:/mannypay.io

fiska.com fiska.com https:/fiska.com

unipaas.com unipaas.com https://unipaas.com

kanopylabs.com kanopylabs.com https:/kanopylabs.com

apiscout.dev apiscout.dev https:/apiscout.dev

codelevate.com codelevate.com https:/codelevate.com

embed.co embed.co https:/embed.co

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

connectpay.com connectpay.com https:/connectpay.com

leanimpeccable.com leanimpeccable.com https:/leanimpeccable.com
dashhold.com dashhold.com https:/dashhold.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Connect, Adyen for Platforms, PayPal MENTIONED Venmo

You're looking for an embedded payments provider—one that lets your software platform onboard its users,
process payments for them, and pay out their funds.

e Stripe Connect is a common option for SaaS platforms and marketplaces. It supports embedded
onboarding, payment workflows, and payouts; it can also handle split payments between your platform and

your users. ''?

e Adyen for Platforms offers user onboarding and verification, payment processing, split payments, and
payouts in one integration. %°

e PayPal’s Platform Payment Solution offers embedded or hosted integration options, merchant onboarding,
and online or in-person payment acceptance. °

The right fit depends on your countries, payment methods, in-person needs, payout model, and how much
control you want over onboarding and the payment experience. For a typical SaaS product, I'd start by
comparing Stripe Connect and Adyen for Platforms; include PayPal if PayPal or Venmo acceptance is
important. 72°

SEARCHED

payment processor software platforms users accept payments embedded payments Stripe Connect
Adyen for Platforms embedded payments users accept payments
PayPal commerce platform partners embedded payments
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Question m11 - Perplexity, continued

SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Platforms - Adyen Docs https:/docs.adyen.com/platforms

paypal.com Platform payment solution https://www.paypal.com/us/business/platform-payment-solution
stripe.com Stripe Connect | Platform and Marketplace Payment Solutions https://stripe.com/connect

docs.adyen.com docs.adyen.com - adyen-for-platforms-modelAdyen for Platforms https://docs.adyen.com/adyen-for-platforms-model/
docs.stripe.com Platforms and Marketplaces https:/docs.stripe.com/connect

plus 10 more pages found, not cited

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 147 of 273


https://docs.adyen.com/platforms
https://www.paypal.com/us/business/platform-payment-solution
https://stripe.com/connect
https://docs.adyen.com/adyen-for-platforms-model/
https://docs.stripe.com/connect

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

APPENDIX A - QUESTION M12 - MID - PRICE - INFORMATIONAL

Flat-rate pricing or interchange-plus: which is better
for a business processing a lot of payments online?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:42 UTC

MENTIONED Stripe

For a business processing a lot of online payments, interchange-plus is often worth pricing out first—but it
isn’t automatically cheaper.

¢ Interchange-plus passes through the underlying card and network costs, then adds the processor’s
markup. That can pay off at scale, especially if your card mix includes lower-cost transactions. But your bill
will vary by card type and transaction, and you'll need to scrutinize the markup and extra fees.

e Flat-rate pricing is simpler and more predictable. It may be competitive if your online customers tend to use
higher-cost cards, or if the flat rate includes services you'd otherwise pay for separately.

Online card payments can have different underlying costs depending on the card and transaction, so the best
comparison is your actual effective cost, not just the advertised rate. Ask providers to price both models
against your recent processing statements, including all monthly, gateway, authorization, dispute, and other
fees. For example, Stripe currently lists standard domestic online card pricing at 2.9% + 30¢, while its custom
pricing for large-volume businesses can include interchange-plus pricing and volume discounts. (stripe.com)

Practical rule: If your volume is substantial and steady, get interchange-plus and custom flat-rate quotes, then
compare the total cost using your real transaction mix and average order size. Choose flat rate if the
predictability and simplicity are worth any price difference; choose interchange-plus if the all-in savings are
clear and the extra billing complexity is manageable.

SEARCHED

official payment processor interchange plus pricing flat rate online payments pricing Stripe interchange
pricing

official payment processor interchange plus pricing online payments flat rate Adyen pricing interchange++
payment processing interchange plus vs flat rate high volume merchant official documentation

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Pricing & Fees https:/stripe.com/pricing

plus 34 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC
BRANDS READ none
Short answer: For a business processing a lot of online payments, interchange-plus is usually cheaper. Flat-

rate is simpler and can be fine at lower volume. Sources disagree on where the crossover sits, so the math for
your own volume matters more than any rule of thumb.

Why interchange-plus tends to win at volume

e Under interchange-plus, the processor passes the wholesale cost directly to you with a small, transparent
markup on top. Under flat-rate, the processor keeps the difference between what the card costs and your
flat rate. For example, one source notes that on a flat-rate plan, your processor keeps the difference on
lower-cost debit transactions.

e Flat-rate also means you pay the same percentage on a basic debit card and a premium rewards card.
Interchange-plus charges you what each card actually costs.
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Question m12 - Claude, continued

¢ Interchange-plus can also reward you for negotiating. One source notes that interchange-plus can reward
scale through lower negotiated markups as your processing grows.

Where the crossover sits

e One guide says interchange plus pricing typically works best for businesses processing $5,000+ monthly.
Below this threshold, flat-rate may actually be competitive due to lower monthly fees and simpler setup.

e Another puts it higher: for businesses above roughly $30K/month in card volume, interchange-plus is
almost always the cheapest by 30-100 basis points versus flat-rate. Below S30K/month, flat-rate is often
simpler and only slightly more expensive.

Online-specific considerations

e Card-not-present (online) transactions carry their own pricing. Flat-rate online pricing is typically higher; one
2026 source cites 2.9% + $0.30 for online transactions. Interchange-plus online quotes are much lower in
headline terms, e.g., one provider's published terms are Interchange + 0.50% + $0.25 for online and keyed
payments below S50K per month. Compare the all-in effective rate, not the markup alone.

e Watch for hybrid "tiered" pricing. One source warns that some providers offer a "tiered" version of this,
labeling transactions as "qualified" or "non-qualified," which is often just a way to hide even higher markups
on certain card types.

Caveats

e Most of the sources | found are payment-provider blogs with a commercial interest, so treat their specific
numbers as illustrative. Figures like the 2.9% + $0.30 flat rate and the thresholds above vary by provider and
change over time.

¢ Interchange-plus is more complex: setup is higher (account, MID, underwriting) and statements are more
complex (multi-line itemization). Expect monthly fees on top, typically between $10 and $20 in one source's
estimate.

How to decide

1. Pull three months of processing statements and total your monthly card volume, average ticket, and card
mix (debit, rewards, corporate).

2. Ask each provider for an all-in quote under both models, including monthly fees, batch fees, gateway fees,
and PCI charges.

3. Calculate your effective rate under each. If your volume is comfortably above roughly $10K-S30K a month,
interchange-plus usually wins. If volume is lower or unpredictable, flat-rate's simplicity may be worth the
premium.

SEARCHED

flat-rate vs interchange-plus pricing merchant processing 2026
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Question m12 - Claude, continued

SOURCES CITED

clearlypayments.com Interchange Plus vs Flat Rate: Which One Saves You More? https://www.clearlypayments.com/blog/interchange-plus-
vs-flat-rate-which-one-saves-you-more/

strictlyzero.com Flat Rate vs. Interchange Plus: Choosing the Best Processing Model in

2026 https://strictlyzero.com/announcements/payments-announcements/flat-rate-vs-interchange-plus-choosing-the-best-processing-model-in-2026/
strictlyzero.com Interchange Plus vs Flat Rate: Which Processing Model Wins in 20267 https://strictlyzero.com/announcements/payments-
announcements/interchange-plus-vs-flat-rate-which-processing-model-wins-in-2026/

sekuremerchants.com Flat rate merchant processing: A practical guide for small businesses https:/sekuremerchants.com/blog/flat-rate-
merchant-processing-a-practical-guide-for-small-businesses

protechpayments.com Interchange-Plus vs Flat-Rate Pricing 2026: Which Pricing Model Actually Saves Your Business More? -
ProTech Payments https:/protechpayments.com/interchange-plus-vs-flat-rate-pricing/

lucrativemerchants.com Interchange Plus vs. Flat-Rate Pricing: What Small Businesses Need to Know in

2026 https://lucrativemerchants.com/blog/interchange-plus-vs-flat-rate-pricing-2026/

tzortziscap.com Interchange-Plus vs Flat-Rate vs Tiered Pricing https:/www.tzortziscap.com/merchant-processing/pricing-models
processorverdict.com Interchange-Plus vs Flat-Rate Pricing: Which Is Cheaper? https:/processorverdict.com/blog/interchange-plus-vs-flat-
rate-pricing-explained

plus 1 more page found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

BRANDS READ none

For a business processing a high volume of payments, Interchange-Plus is generally the better and more
cost-effective choice.

While Flat-Rate pricing offers simplicity and predictability, it often includes a "margin" or "padding" to protect
the provider, which becomes significantly more expensive as your transaction volume grows.

Quick Comparison: Which Is Right for You?

Feature Flat-Rate (Blended) Interchange-Plus (IC+)

Cost Higher (due to bundled margins) Lower (wholesale costs + transparent markup)
Transparency Low (bundled fees) High (itemized breakdown)

Predictability High (fixed rate) Moderate (varies by card/transaction)

Best For Small or seasonal businesses Growing or high-volume businesses

Why Interchange-Plus Wins for High-Volume Businesses

1. Lower Total Costs: Because you pay the "wholesale" cost of the transaction (the interchange fee) plus a
fixed markup, you stop overpaying on low-cost transactions (like basic debit or credit cards). Flat-rate
providers must set their fee high enough to cover their most expensive transactions, meaning you are
effectively subsidizing their risk on every sale.

2. Increased Transparency: You gain visibility into exactly what you are paying in interchange fees, card brand
assessments, and processor markups. This transparency allows you to audit your statements and ensures
you are not being charged hidden fees.

3. Bargaining Power: The "plus" (processor markup) is the only part of the fee that is negotiable. As your

processing volume increases, you have significant leverage to negotiate a lower markup with your provider,
something that is rarely possible with flat-rate plans.

4. Direct Savings: When card networks lower their interchange rates, those savings are passed directly to you
under an Interchange-Plus model. Flat-rate providers often keep these savings for themselves to maintain
their margins.
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Question m12 - Gemini, continued

When to Consider Sticking with Flat-Rate

Even at higher volumes, you might prefer Flat-Rate if:

e Operational Simplicity is Critical: You lack a dedicated finance or accounting team to reconcile complex
monthly statements.

e Predictability is Paramount: You rely heavily on extremely stable, identical monthly costs for forecasting
and cannot accommodate the natural fluctuations of interchange rates.

e Complex Transaction Mix: If your business processes a high number of cross-border or high-risk
transactions, the provider's ability to "absorb" those costs under a flat-rate plan might sometimes be more
economical.

Recommendation

If your business is scaling, you should request an interchange-plus quote from your processor. Compare your
"effective rate" (total fees paid divided by total volume) on your current flat-rate plan against an interchange-
plus proposal. In most cases, once you reach a certain threshold of volume, the savings from interchange-plus
will far outweigh the convenience of a flat rate.

SEARCHED

is interchange-plus cheaper for high volume payment processing
flat-rate vs interchange-plus pricing for high volume online businesses
pros and cons of interchange-plus pricing for high volume merchants
SOURCES CITED

clearlypayments.com clearlypayments.com https:/clearlypayments.com

stripe.com stripe.com https://stripe.com

makesgoodcents.com makesgoodcents.com https://makesgoodcents.com
apxium.com apxium.com https:/apxium.com

lucidpayments.ca lucidpayments.ca https:/lucidpayments.ca

mollie.com mollie.com https:/mollie.com

helcim.com helcim.com https://helcim.com

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

payjunction.com payjunction.com https:/payjunction.com

corepay.net corepay.net https://corepay.net

lightspeedhq.com lightspeedhq.com https:/lightspeedhg.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

BRANDS READ none

For a business processing a lot of online payments, interchange-plus is usually the better starting point—
especially if the processor’s markup is competitive. It separates the underlying card-network costs from the
processor’s fee, and at higher volume a lower markup can outweigh the convenience of a bundled rate. ?°

Flat-rate pricing may still be preferable if simplicity and predictable per-transaction fees matter more than
optimizing cost, or if your sales volume is uneven. Its bundled rate is easier to budget, but it can be costly when
many transactions would otherwise have lower interchange costs. '

To choose, compare the offers against your actual online transaction history—including card mix, average
ticket, and transaction count. Get the full interchange-plus markup (percentage and per-transaction fee), plus
any monthly, gateway, or other charges, and compare the resulting total with your current flat rate. Interchange-
plus bills can vary as card mix and transaction types change. >

Bottom line: At consistently high volume, seek interchange-plus quotes and compare the total cost; don’t
assume the label alone guarantees savings. A particularly high markup or extra fees can erase the advantage.
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Question m12 - Perplexity, continued

SEARCHED

flat rate vs interchange plus payment processing high volume online business

Stripe pricing online card payments flat rate interchange plus pricing

payment processor interchange plus pricing transparent high volume business

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Interchange Plus Pricing Explained for Businesses - Stripe https:/stripe.com/resources/more/interchange-plus-pricing-explained
shopify.com Interchange-Plus Pricing: How Interchange-Plus Fees Work - Shopify https://www.shopify.com/blog/interchange-plus-pricing
shopify.com Credit Card Processing Fees in 2026 https://www.shopify.com/blog/credit-card-processing-fees

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M13 - MID - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor that helps a business fight chargebacks

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Smart Disputes, Chargeflow

Stripe is a payment processor with built-in dispute tools, including Smart Disputes, which can help assemble
and submit evidence when you contest a chargeback. If you already use Stripe, that’s a straightforward place to
start. (stripe.com)

If you mean a service that fights disputes for you, Chargeflow is a dispute-management tool that integrates
with Stripe; Stripe also lists other dispute-management apps in its marketplace. (support.stripe.com)

No provider can guarantee a chargeback will be reversed—the card issuer decides the outcome. If you tell me
what you sell and whether you take payments online or in person, | can narrow down the best fit.

SEARCHED

payment processor chargeback management representment tools merchants official Stripe disputes chargeback
protection

payment processor chargeback prevention management official merchant services chargebacks

chargeback management payment processor small business official

SOURCES CITED
support.stripe.com Dispute management and chargeback protection : Stripe: Help &

Support https://support.stripe.com/questions/dispute-management-and-chargeback-protection?locale=en-GB

stripe.com Stripe Smart Disputes | Dispute Chargebacks with Al https://stripe.com/payments/dispute-management

plus 34 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Chargeflow, Justt, Chargebacks911, Smart Disputes, PaymentCloud, eMerchantBroker, Verifi,
Ethoca MENTIONED Shopify, WooCommerce

The answer depends on your size and platform. Among processors, Stripe and Adyen have the most built-in
dispute tooling. If you want a separate dispute service that works alongside your processor, Chargeflow, Justt,
and Chargebacks911 are the usual picks.

Processors with built-in dispute tools

e Stripe is a common choice for merchants already on it. Its dispute documentation covers responses and
Smart Disputes, which handles automated evidence for eligible cases, but not every dispute qualifies. Stripe
is a practical starting point for a merchant already processing payments through it. Its documentation
covers refunds, dispute responses and Smart Disputes for eligible automated evidence handling. Stripe
charges $15 for receiving a dispute and $15 for manually countering it. The counter fee comes back if you
win.

e Adyen is strongest for enterprise volume. Adyen automatically defends chargebacks that don't require
merchant action, such as fraud chargebacks with a liability shift. Other disputes still need your evidence,
and not all dispute types can be defended. Adyen also can be configured to automatically issue refunds for
disputes below a specified threshold, which keeps small disputes off your chargeback ratio.

e High-risk processors such as PaymentCloud and eMerchantBroker are options if standard processors have
declined you. PaymentCloud includes chargeback monitoring, fraud detection and Account Updater.
eMerchantBroker partners with Verifi and Ethoca so merchants receive alerts and can refund before a
dispute becomes a chargeback.

Dispute services that work with your processor

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 153 of 273


https://stripe.com/payments/dispute-management?utm_source=openai
https://support.stripe.com/questions/dispute-management-and-chargeback-protection?locale=en-GB&utm_source=openai
https://support.stripe.com/questions/dispute-management-and-chargeback-protection?locale=en-GB
https://stripe.com/payments/dispute-management

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172
Question m13 - Claude, continued

e Chargeflow automates dispute intake, evidence assembly, and representment across 45+ payment
processors, while offering pre-dispute alert deflection via Verifi, Ethoca, and its own proprietary network. It is
often recommended for Shopify and Stripe stores.

e Justt is aimed at high-volume merchants who want disputes fought for them. Best for high-volume
merchants who only want disputes fought, per one review.

e Chargebacks911 is a managed service. One review calls it best for large merchants who want a managed
program, not software.

Pre-dispute alerts (Ethoca and Verifi) can stop a dispute before it becomes a chargeback. Ethoca and Verifi are
the main networks, and many of the services above integrate with them.

Tell me your monthly volume, your platform (Shopify, WooCommerce, etc.), and whether you sell physical
goods, subscriptions, or digital products, and | can narrow this down. Pricing for these services changes often,
so check current fees directly with each vendor.

SEARCHED

best payment processors chargeback management tools 2026

chargeback dispute fighting service merchants Stripe Adyen Authorize.net

SOURCES CITED

theretailexec.com 10 Best Chargeback Management Software in 2026 https://theretailexec.com/tools/best-chargeback-management-
software/

beastinsights.com 7 Best Chargeback Management Software Tools (2026) https:/beastinsights.com/best/chargeback-management-software
reverbico.com Top High-Risk Payment Processors In 2026 https:/reverbico.com/blog/top-high-risk-payment-processors/

claimlane.com Chargeback Dispute: Process and Software https:/www.claimlane.com/resources/blog/chargeback-dispute

chargeflow.io Authorize.net vs Stripe: Gateway or Platform? https://www.chargeflow.io/comparisons/authorize-net-vs-stripe
fingerprint.com Chargeback Guide: Dispute and Prevent Chargebacks https:/fingerprint.com/blog/how-major-payment-processors-handle-
chargebacks/

chargemate.tech Adyen Chargeback Guide: Disputes, Deadlines & Win Rates 2026 https://www.chargemate.tech/articles/adyen-
chargeback-guide

plus 11 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Stripe Radar, Smart Disputes, Adyen, RevenueProtect, Braintree, Chargebacks911, Chargeback Gurus,
Helpware, Kount, Signifyd, Chargeback.com, PaymentCloud, Durango Merchant Services MENTIONED Visa, Mastercard, PayPal

To effectively fight chargebacks, you generally have two paths: choosing a payment processor with strong,
built-in dispute tools or integrating a specialized third-party chargeback management platform.

1. Payment Processors with Built-in Tools

If you prefer an all-in-one solution, several major processors offer native features to help you prevent and fight
disputes.

e Stripe: Widely considered the industry leader for developer-friendly dispute tooling.
o Stripe Radar: Uses machine learning to evaluate transactions for fraud in real-time, preventing many
chargebacks before they occur.

o Smart Disputes: Uses Al to help tailor and submit evidence, and stores reusable evidence for future
disputes. It also offers automated dispute prevention to resolve disputes before they reach the card
network.

e Adyen: Known for its robust, enterprise-grade infrastructure.
o Network-Level Prevention: Connects directly to card networks (like Visa and Mastercard), allowing
dispute notifications to arrive faster than standard alerts.

o RevenueProtect: Evaluates transactions with numerous data points to build a defense file automatically.
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Question m13 - Gemini, continued

e Braintree (a PayPal service): Offers standard dispute management capabilities suitable for mid-to-high-
growth businesses, with integrated access to PayPal’s global dispute resolution network.

2. Specialized Third-Party Management Platforms

If your dispute volume is high, or if you need more hands-on support than your processor provides, you may
need a dedicated chargeback management partner. These services often integrate directly with your payment
processor to automate the process.

e Chargebacks911: A comprehensive platform that handles the full dispute lifecycle, including root-cause
analysis and automated representment (the process of fighting the chargeback).

e Chargeback Gurus: Focuses on data-driven representment, using Al to help build compelling evidence
cases to improve your win rate.

e Helpware: A unique option that provides human-led support rather than just software. They offer teams
that manually handle back-office dispute investigations, evidence building, and representment, which is
often more effective for complex cases.

e Other notable tools: Platforms like Kount (for deep fraud prevention), Signifyd, and Chargeback.com are

also frequently used by growing businesses to bridge the gap between "standard" processor support and
"enterprise-level" protection.

How to Choose the Right Approach

To decide which path is best for your business, evaluate your current situation based on these three factors:

1. Your Dispute Volume: If you only receive a few disputes a year, your current processor’s built-in tools (like
Stripe’s dashboard) are likely sufficient. If your dispute rate is climbing toward card network thresholds
(typically ~1%), you need a dedicated management platform.

2. The Nature of the Disputes: If your disputes are mostly "friendly fraud" (customers claiming they didn't
receive items when they did), focus on platforms that specialize in automated evidence collection (like
delivery tracking integration).

3. Your Industry Risk: Businesses in high-risk categories (e.g., travel, nutraceuticals, CBD) often require

specialized processors (such as PaymentCloud or Durango Merchant Services) that offer dedicated
account managers and specific underwriting to prevent account shutdowns due to high chargeback rates.

Summary Strategy

e Immediate Action: Ensure you have basic evidence collection in place—transaction records, proof of
delivery, AVS/CVV match results, and clear refund policies.

e Prevention: Use your processor’s fraud tools (e.g., Stripe Radar, Adyen RevenueProtect) to block suspicious
transactions before they become disputes.

e Resolution: If you are losing revenue consistently, integrate a specialized tool like Chargebacks911 or
Chargeback Gurus to automate the submission of evidence, which significantly increases your chances of
winning the dispute.

SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED

None.

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 155 of 273



Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Chargeback Protection, Adyen, Chargeflow, Chargeblast

Stripe is a straightforward option: it provides dispute-management tools and can automate evidence collection
and submission for eligible disputes. For some eligible fraudulent transactions, its optional Chargeback
Protection may cover the disputed amount and certain fees—check the terms and eligibility limits. '

If your main goal is to stop disputes before they become chargebacks, Adyen offers prevention tools such as
dispute alerts and fraud screening. °

A dedicated service may also work with your existing processor: Stripe lists integrations such as Chargeflow
for automated dispute handling and Chargeblast for early alerts. ?

Quick pick: Stripe for an all-in-one starting point; compare Adyen if you need a broader payments-and-risk
platform. Availability and costs depend on your business and region.

SEARCHED

payment processor chargeback management dispute prevention merchant 2026

Stripe chargeback protection dispute management official

Adyen chargeback management revenue protect official

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com stripe.com - legal - chargeback-protectionChargeback Protection Terms - Stripe https:/stripe.com/legal/chargeback-protection

support.stripe.com Dispute Management and Chargeback Protection - Stripe https://support.stripe.com/questions/dispute-management-
and-chargeback-protection

docs.stripe.com Disputes | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/disputes
adyen.com Chargeback prevention: What is it and how do you prevent it? https:/www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/chargeback-prevention

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M14 - MID - RECOMMEND - INFORMATIONAL

Payment processor less likely to freeze a
new businesss account or hold its payouts

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

MENTIONED Square

The best bet is usually a directly underwritten, dedicated merchant account—not an instant-signup payment
aggregator. You apply and get your business reviewed up front, which can make payouts more predictable than
a setup where the provider can review your account after you start processing. It doesn’t guarantee you'll never
face a reserve, hold, or account closure. (stripe.com)

When you contact providers, ask these questions before signing:

e Will | get my own merchant ID (MID), or process under a shared account?
e What are the standard payout timing and first-payout delay?
e Can youimpose a reserve or hold? Under what terms, and how are funds released?

e Can you underwrite my actual business model, average transaction size, and expected monthly volume up
front?

Have your business website, fulfillment timelines, refund/cancellation policy, and realistic volume estimates
ready. Be especially careful if you take payment well before delivering the product or service: that can raise
reserve risk. Square, for example, says being new to Square and taking prepayments can factor into its reserve
decisions. (squareup.com)

If you share what you sell, whether payments are online or in person, and your country, | can narrow this down
to suitable providers.

SEARCHED

payment processor new business account reserve payout holds Stripe Square PayPal official policy reserves
merchant account high risk payment processor reserves new business underwriting official

Stripe reserves payout delays new businesses official

Square payment holds reserve account review official

site:helcim.com reserve holds account review merchant account underwriting new business
site:staxpayments.com merchant account underwriting reserve account new business

traditional merchant account vs payment aggregator holds underwriting official merchant account

merchant services dedicated merchant account payouts reserves underwriting official US

SOURCES CITED

squareup.com Manage payment reserves with Square | Square Support Center - United
States https:/squareup.com/help/us/en/article/6832-reserves-faq

stripe.com Payment Facilitator vs. Payment Aggregator | Stripe https://stripe.com/resources/more/payment-facilitator-vs-payment-aggregator-

how-they-are-different-and-how-to-choose-one

plus 64 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Square, Stripe  NEGATIVE PayPal

No processor reliably avoids freezes or payout holds for a new business. The evidence | found suggests the risk
depends more on your industry, chargeback rate, and sales pattern than on the platform. Among the big three,
PayPal is the most often criticized, and Square and Stripe are generally seen as less prone to freezes, though
the sources are mixed.

What the comparisons say
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Question m14 - Claude, continued

e PayPal: It draws the most complaints. One guide notes that PayPal may hold funds for up to 21 days on
newer accounts or accounts that trigger risk signals, and can freeze account balances during disputes with
little warning. Another says new accounts are particularly vulnerable in the first 3-6 months.

e Stripe: Its main cash-flow issue for new businesses is the first payout. Stripe typically schedules a new
account's first payout 7 to 14 days after the first live payment, depending on industry, country and risk. For
established businesses, one source says reserves are uncommon. Stripe's own terms also let it hold or
cancel payouts in some cases, and one source says its account [is] suspended with little/no warning.

e Square: It is usually the fastest for payouts. Square sends funds to a linked bank the next business day by
default. Its terms are broad, though. Square's terms "May require a Reserve for any reason," in an amount it
reasonably determines. Square is also the strongest fit for in-person sales.

Caveats

e Several of these sources are vendors selling alternatives or reserve financing, so their rankings may be
biased.

e One guide says Stripe Payment-Specific Holds apply to Large transactions, new merchants, which conflicts
with the view that Stripe rarely holds funds.

e Freezes are often triggered by the business itself. Common triggers include chargeback rate exceeds 1% of
transactions, a business that crosses the $25,000-per-month threshold within its first few months of
operation, and travel and events (high chargeback rates), subscription services, nutraceuticals as higher-
risk categories.

Practical steps

1. Choose based on your sales model. Stripe suits online and developer-led businesses, Square suits in-
person or mixed sales, and PayPal is better as a secondary checkout option than as your main processor.

2. Read the reserve and termination clauses before signing, and ask the processor how it handles reserves for
new accounts.

3. Keep chargebacks well below 1%, and plan for sales growth rather than sudden spikes.

4. Keep a second processor ready as a backup, so one freeze doesn't stop all revenue.

SEARCHED

payment processor account freeze reserves new business 2026
Stripe vs PayPal vs Square payout holds new accounts

SOURCES CITED
sleftpayments.com Payment Processor Froze Your Funds? Here's Why and How to Fix It https://www.sleftpayments.com/learning-hub/why-

payment-processor-froze-funds-2026

seamlesschex.com What to Do When Stripe Freezes Your Account With $25K+ in Customer

Funds https://www.seamlesschex.com/blog/what-to-do-when-stripe-freezes-your-account-with-25k-in-customer-funds

terms.law Stripe vs PayPal vs Square Disputes 2026 https:/terms.law/Demand-Letters/Guides/stripe-vs-paypal-vs-square-comparison.html
eco.com Stripe vs Square 2026: Fees, Payouts and Which Fits Your Business https://eco.com/support/en/articles/17338153-stripe-vs-square-
2026-fees-payouts-and-which-fits-your-business

memberful.com Payment Processing for Creators: Stripe vs PayPal https:/memberful.com/blog/stripe-vs-paypal

stackcoast.com Stripe Vs PayPal Vs Square (2026) - StackCoast https:/stackcoast.com/stripe-vs-paypal-vs-square/

paymotile.com Stripe, PayPal or Square Closed Your Account? https:/paymotile.com/blog/high-risk/stripe-paypal-square-closed-my-account/

plus 11 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Fiserv, PaymentCloud, Helcim, Easy Pay Direct NEGATIVE Stripe, PayPal, Square

To minimize the risk of payment processors freezing your funds or holding payouts, it is important to
understand that automated risk-scoring systems are often the cause of these issues, particularly for new
businesses.
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Question m14 - Gemini, continued

Large, "all-in-one" aggregators like Stripe, PayPal, and Square are popular for their ease of setup, but they often
use sensitive, automated Al to monitor transactions. They are highly likely to trigger a freeze if they detect a
sudden spike in volume, an increase in chargebacks, or activity that deviates from your original business
description.

Better Alternatives for Stability

If you are worried about account stability, consider moving away from mass-market aggregators toward
providers that offer dedicated merchant accounts or more proactive, human-led underwriting.

e Dedicated Merchant Accounts: Unlike aggregators (where you share a "master account" with millions of
others), a dedicated merchant account (often provided by traditional merchant services like Fiserv or
specialized providers) assigns you your own Merchant ID (MID). This provides more stability and often gives
you a human representative to talk to if a problem arises.

e Specialized/High-Risk Processors: If your business is in an industry often flagged as "high-risk" (e.g.,
supplements, subscriptions, digital goods, or dropshipping), it is best to use a provider that specializes in
your industry. Providers like PaymentCloud, Helcim (for B2B/service providers), and Easy Pay Direct are
often cited for having more rigorous, up-front underwriting that helps prevent surprises later.

e Proactive Underwriting: Look for processors that manually review your business model before you start
processing rather than relying solely on post-transaction algorithms.

How to Protect Your New Business

Even with a stable processor, you can significantly reduce the likelihood of a freeze by following these
practices:

e Be Transparent at Onboarding: Ensure your business description, projected monthly volume, and product
types are accurate. If your business model changes or you anticipate a large sales spike (e.g., a planned
marketing push), notify your processor in advance.

¢ Maintain Low Chargeback Rates: This is the #1 reason for account holds. Keep your chargeback rate well
below 1% by providing clear billing descriptors, easy refund policies, and fast shipping with tracking
numbers uploaded immediately.

e Build a Cash Flow Buffer: Never keep all your operating cash inside a single payment processor’s balance.
Regularly transfer funds to your business bank account so that a sudden hold doesn't paralyze your
operations.

e Use Multiple Processors: Many successful businesses split their traffic across two different providers. This
provides redundancy; if one account is temporarily frozen for review, the other can keep your business
running.

Summary Recommendation: If you are a new business, avoid "instant-approval" platforms if you expect rapid
growth or operate in a sensitive industry. Instead, look for providers that offer up-front underwriting and
dedicated support, and always keep a backup processor ready to ensure your cash flow remains uninterrupted.

SEARCHED

payment processors with good reputation for new merchant stability

payment processors less likely to freeze new business accounts or hold payouts
how to avoid payment processor account holds and freezes for new businesses

is Stripe or PayPal better for new businesses to avoid freezes
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Question m14 - Gemini, continued

SOURCES CITED

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com
sellstein.com sellstein.com https:/sellstein.com
yanpayments.com yanpayments.com https:/yanpayments.com
airwallex.com airwallex.com https:/airwallex.com
resub.io resub.io https:/resub.io

youtube.com youtube.com https:/youtube.com
moneybox.com moneybox.com https:/moneybox.com
myntpay.com myntpay.com https:/myntpay.com
pinepymt.com pinepymt.com https:/pinepymt.com
aviy.ai aviy.ai https:/aviy.ai

getvms.com getvms.com https:/getvms.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Square, Stripe  NEGATIVE PayPal

Assuming you're in the U.S., there isn't a processor that can guarantee it won't freeze an account or hold
payouts. For a brand-new business, I'd compare Square and Stripe first, but choose based on your business
type and ask each provider about your specific setup before routing substantial volume.

e Square: Its terms allow it to delay payouts or set aside reserves, and it may suspend transfers during an

account review. '3

e Stripe: It can also place fixed or rolling reserves; those funds are released according to the reserve terms,
not necessarily on your normal payout schedule. 23

e PayPal: It explicitly says it may hold payments from first-time sellers, usually for up to 21 days, so it may be
a less appealing choice if quick access to funds is your priority.

Practical recommendation: If you sell ordinary, low-dispute goods or services and want a straightforward
starting point, get quotes from Square and Stripe and ask: “Does my business category require underwriting or
a reserve, and what payout timing should | expect as a new merchant?” The answer can vary with your industry,
delivery timelines, transaction size, and dispute risk.

To reduce the chance of a review or hold, provide accurate business and bank details, make your website and
refund/shipping terms clear, avoid sudden unexplained jumps in volume, and keep delivery and customer-
support records. Also keep enough working capital outside the processor to cover operating expenses; no
processor’s standard payout schedule is a guarantee against a review or reserve.

SEARCHED

Stripe payout schedule reserves account review policy new business

PayPal funds holds new seller account policy

Square payment processing funds transfer delays account review policy

SOURCES CITED

paypal.com Why is your PayPal money on hold: The guide for merchants https://www.paypal.com/us/brc/article/funds-availability
support.stripe.com Reserves : Stripe: Help & Support https:/support.stripe.com/topics/reserves

support.stripe.com Reserves FAQ : Stripe: Help & Support https:/support.stripe.com/express/questions/reserves-faq
squareup.com Payment Terms - Square https:/squareup.com/us/en/legal/general/payment-annotated

squareup.com Troubleshoot missing transfers https:/squareup.com/help/us/en/article/8328-troubleshoot-missing-transfers

plus 10 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M15 - MID - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor for selling event
tickets online with big spikes in sales

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Ticket Tailor, Stripe, Adyen MENTIONED PayPal, Square, SeatGeek, Secutix

For big, sudden ticket-sale spikes, don't choose on payment processing alone: the ticketing platform’s queue
and inventory controls are often just as important. A payment processor won't prevent a rush of buyers from
overwhelming checkout.

e If you're choosing a ticketing service: Ticket Tailor + its built-in checkout queue is a practical option to
investigate. The queue activates automatically during high demand; Ticket Tailor supports Stripe, PayPal,
and Square, and recommends Stripe. (help.tickettailor.com)

e If you're building your own ticketing system or handling enterprise-scale sales: Talk to Adyen. It
documents capacity for transaction spikes and has ticketing examples involving SeatGeek and Secutix.
Ask its sales team to confirm expected transaction rates and load-test your specific checkout.
(docs.adyen.com)

e Stripe can be a good fit for a smaller or mid-sized operation, but contact them before a major on-sale to
review your anticipated volume. Stripe says sharp payment-volume increases can trigger an account review,
so be prepared to explain the event, sales pattern, fulfillment, and refund policies. (support.stripe.com)

Bottom line: For a straightforward setup, look first at Ticket Tailor’s queue plus Stripe. For a custom platform
or truly large onsales, evaluate Adyen and get written confirmation of peak-load support. Ask any provider
about queueing, inventory holds, payment retries, fraud controls, and support coverage during the sale.

SEARCHED

official ticketing platform high traffic on sale queue payment processing scale event tickets
official Stripe high volume ticketing events rate limits payment processing

official Adyen ticketing high traffic events payments

official ticketing platform payment processing high demand onsale queue

site:stripe.com/docs rate limits high traffic contact support Stripe official

site:adyen.com ticketing customer SeatGeek payments high volume official
site:tickettailor.com payment processors Stripe Square PayPal official

SOURCES CITED

help.tickettailor.com Can Ticket Tailor handle large on-sales? | Ticket Tailor Help Centre https:/help.tickettailorcom/en/articles/5745181-
can-ticket-tailor-handle-large-on-sales

docs.adyen.com Peak season readiness | Adyen Docs https:/docs.adyen.com/industries/peak-season

support.stripe.com Credit Account Review Process - Frequently Asked Questions : Stripe: Help &

Support https://support.stripe.com/questions/credit-account-review-process-frequently-asked-questions

plus 48 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Adyen, Braintree, Coinflow  MENTIONED Stripe Elements, PayPal, Venmo

For ticket sales with traffic spikes, the usual choice is Stripe through a ticketing platform. Adyen is the stronger
pick if you're operating at enterprise scale.

Main options

e Stripe (best default): Stripe handles high-volume bursts well, supports 135+ currencies, and offers pre-built
components like Stripe Elements for embedding checkout forms. Its standard US card rate is 2.9% + 30¢,
and it needs no monthly fees. Most ticketing tools plug into it directly, so you rarely need to build payments
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Question m15 - Claude, continued
yourself.

e Adyen (enterprise scale): Adyen is the enterprise choice for large-scale event platforms and ticketing
companies. Its pricing is interchange-plus, so its blended rate falls as ticket size and volume rise. The catch
is that it's harder to set up, and minimum processing volumes usually keep early-stage startups on Stripe or
Braintree.

e Braintree (PayPal/Venmo buyers): Braintree (owned by PayPal) is best for businesses whose customers
regularly pay with PayPal or Venmao. Its standard rate is 2.59% + 49¢.

e Coinflow (if seller payouts are the bottleneck): It's built for secondary ticket marketplaces, festival and
event platforms, and is worth considering if you pay out many sellers or venues quickly. It doesn't offer in-
person POS hardware, so you'd need another provider for gate sales.

Things to check beyond the headline rate

e Compare settlement timing, reserve terms, dispute liability, and payout coverage rather than headline rate.

e Ask about reserves and payout holds. Some providers hold funds until after the event, so some offer next-
day transfers while others hold funds until after the event concludes.

e Adyen's ~0.6% headline excludes interchange, which is a common source of confusion. Commenters on
one comparison note that 2.9 includes interchange fees, 0.6 does not. Compare all-in costs, not the
headline numbers.

e Processors are rarely the real bottleneck during a spike. The ticketing platform's checkout infrastructure
usually is. Look for a virtual waiting room or queue, and load-test your checkout before the on-sale date.

Practical pick: Choose a ticketing platform that uses Stripe (or Adyen, if you're large and international). Then
confirm its reserve policy, payout schedule, and load-handling for on-sale events. Most of the sources | found
are vendor blogs with an interest in their own products, so verify current pricing directly with the providers.

SEARCHED

best payment processor for event ticketing high traffic spikes 2026
Stripe vs Adyen vs Braintree ticketing fees comparison

SOURCES CITED

rsvpify.com 12 Best Event Ticketing Platforms for Small Businesses and Promoters in 2026 - RSVPify https:/rsvpify.com/best-event-
ticketing-platforms-2026/

shuttleglobal.com Event Payment Gateway: How to Choose the Right One https://www.shuttleglobal.com/blog/choosing-the-right-payment-
gateway-for-your-event-software-a-comprehensive-guide/

coinflow.cash 5 Best Payments Providers for High-Volume Ticket Sales https://coinflow.cash/blog/best-payment-processors-ticketing-
platforms/

news.ycombinator.com Stripe 2.9% vs. Adyen 0.6% vs. Braintree 2.59%: 2026 Fees https://newsycombinator.com/item?id=49319061
nimbleappgenie.com Stripe vs Braintree vs Adyen: What Are the Differences? https://www.nimbleappgenie.com/blogs/stripe-vs-braintree-vs-
adyen/

valueaddvc.com Stripe vs Adyen vs Braintree: Which Is Cheapest? (2026) https:/valueaddvc.com/blog/stripe-vs-adyen-vs-braintree-
enterprise-payment-processing-compared-in-2026

plus 11 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Square, PayPal, Stripe Radar
For event organizers expecting major spikes in ticket sales, the priority is stability, high authorization rates,
and fraud prevention rather than just finding the lowest transaction fee. When sales happen in rapid bursts,

standard "one-size-fits-all" payment setups can trigger fraud alerts or hit processing caps that lead to
downtime and lost revenue.
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Question m15 - Gemini, continued
Recommended Payment Processors & Strategies

For high-volume, high-spike event ticketing, the following providers are widely regarded for their ability to
handle sudden surges:

e Stripe: The industry standard for high-growth events. Stripe is highly scalable, offers excellent developer
tools for custom checkout flows, and is built to handle significant transaction bursts without performance
degradation. It integrates with almost all major ticketing platforms.

e Adyen: Often favored by large-scale enterprise events and global organizations. Adyen is known for its
ability to handle massive transaction volumes, offer superior authorization rates (even across borders), and
provide advanced "smart routing" to ensure payments succeed.

e Square: An excellent all-in-one choice if you need to bridge the gap between online sales and on-site, in-
person ticketing or merchandise. It is very user-friendly and reliable for businesses that manage both digital
and physical points of sale.

e PayPal: While it may not be your primary "spike" handler, it is essential to offer as a secondary payment

method. Many customers trust it, and it can act as a reliable backup if your primary processor experiences a
hiccup.

Crucial Steps for Handling Sales Spikes

Even the best processor can flag your account if a massive, sudden surge in sales looks like fraudulent activity.
Follow these steps to ensure you stay online:

1. Notify Your Processor in Advance: This is the most critical step. If you expect a "ticket drop" (e.g., concert
or festival launch), contact your merchant account provider beforehand. Provide them with the expected
sales volume, average ticket size, and the date/time of the spike. This helps prevent them from freezing your
account due to "suspicious" activity.

2. Use Multiple Payment Gateways: For very large events, enterprise merchants often use more than one
processor. This provides redundancy; if one gateway experiences an outage, you can shift traffic to another
to avoid total downtime.

3. Optimize for Fraud, Not Just Speed: High-ticket events are magnets for card testing and fraud. Use built-in
fraud detection tools (like Stripe Radar) and enable AVS (Address Verification Service) and CVV checks to
filter out bad actors without manual intervention.

4. Implement Load Balancing: Ensure your ticketing website infrastructure is designed to handle traffic. Use
cloud-based scaling and load balancers to distribute incoming user requests so your backend can focus on
processing payments and updating ticket inventory.

5. Set Up "Ticket Holds": Configure your ticketing platform to hold a ticket in a "reserved" state for a specific
time (e.g., 10 minutes) while the user completes payment. This allows you to release tickets back into the
pool quickly if a transaction fails, ensuring you don't lose sales to abandoned checkouts.

Summary Checklist
e Small to Mid-Scale: Stripe or Square (for integrated online/on-site sales).
e Large-Scale/Enterprise: Adyen or a multi-gateway strategy.

e Action Item: Contact your payment provider’'s support team at least one week before a major event sale to
"pre-warm" your account for the surge.

SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED

None.

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 163 of 273



Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen, Stripe  MENTIONED Ticket Tailor

For big, sudden ticket-sale spikes, the processor is only one part of the solution: your ticketing platform must
also control traffic, reserve inventory safely, and prevent duplicate orders.

e Large enterprise or international sales: Consider Adyen. It serves high-volume event businesses and has a
ticketing case study describing major booking surges; it's generally a better fit if you have engineering
support and can discuss enterprise pricing and capacity directly with them.*'3

e Smaller organizers using a hosted ticketing platform: Stripe is a practical default when the platform
supports it. For example, Ticket Tailor connects directly to Stripe, so ticket revenue goes to your processor
account.”® But don’t assume that picking Stripe alone guarantees a smooth on-sale—the ticketing platform
needs to manage the spike too.

¢ If you run your own ticketing platform: Compare Stripe and Adyen based on expected peak transaction
rate, international payment coverage, fraud controls, support during on-sales, and pricing at your volume.
Adyen’s case study specifically describes a ticketing use case involving large booking surges.'®

Before choosing, ask the processor and ticketing provider: What peak checkout rate can they support? Do
they use a waiting room or queue? How do they handle retries without double-charging? Can they review and
approve an unusually large on-sale in advance? What happens to payouts or reserves if sales suddenly jump?

Short recommendation: For a smaller event using an established ticketing service, start with the processor it
integrates with well-often Stripe. For a major, international on-sale, shortlist Adyen and get written confirmation
of capacity and support for your projected peak.

SEARCHED

payment processor event ticketing high volume sales spikes Stripe capacity
Ticket Tailor payment processing Stripe PayPal high demand events
Adyen ticketing high volume event payments scalability

SOURCES CITED

tickettailor.com Ticket Tailor payment options: Stripe, PayPal and Square https://www.tickettailor.com/blog/ticket-tailor-payment-options
help.tickettailor.com How to take payments for your tickets | Ticket Tailor Help Centre https:/help.tickettailor.com/en/articles/2425375-how-
to-take-payments-for-your-tickets

adyen.com Entertainment payment solution https://www.adyen.com/industries/food-hospitality/entertainment

adyen.com https://www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/secutix-and-ad... https:/www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/secutix-and-adyen-are-powering-

the-future-of-event-ticketing.md

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M16 - MID - COMPARE - DECISION

Alternatives to the largest payment
processors with more personal support

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Helcim, Stax, Payment Depot, Chase Payment Solutions, Finix

If personal support is the priority, look beyond the largest “self-service” processors and ask for a direct
merchant account with a named contact-often through a bank, regional provider, or independent sales
organization (ISO). Support can vary a lot by sales channel, so get the promise in writing.

Options to investigate

e Helcim — Worth considering for a small or midsize business that wants a merchant account and phone,
email, or chat support. Ask whether you'll have a specific account contact, or access to a support team.
(helcim.com)

e Stax / Payment Depot — Stax advertises dedicated account management; Payment Depot is its
interchange-plus option. Ask whether the dedicated manager is included in your plan and what they handle.
(staxpayments.com)

e Chase Payment Solutions — A fit if you want a bank-led relationship and advisor-guided setup. Chase
distinguishes advisor-onboarded Merchant Services accounts from accounts opened online, which have
different support routes. (chase.com)

e Finix — Promotes human support and offers online, in-person, and invoice payments. It may be a better fit if
you need flexible payment tools or have a more involved setup; confirm what level of one-to-one support
applies to your business. (finix.com)

e A reputable local merchant-services provider — Often the most hands-on route, especially for a physical
business. The tradeoff is that pricing, contracts, and service quality vary, so compare the written terms
carefully.

Before signing, ask: Will | have a named person? Can | reach support by phone, and during what hours? Who
handles holds, chargebacks, and deposit problems? Are there monthly, cancellation, PCI, or equipment fees?
What are the contract and cancellation terms?

If you share whether you sell online, in person, or both, your approximate monthly card volume, and what
you're using now, | can narrow this to the best few fits.

SEARCHED

payment processors high touch customer support dedicated account manager small business alternatives
Stripe Square 2026

merchant services dedicated account manager customer support payment processor official

payment processing provider relationship manager dedicated support small business official
site:helcim.com customer support phone merchant account support

site:staxpayments.com dedicated account manager support payment processing

site:finix.com support named contact merchant payments support

site:chase.com merchant services dedicated relationship manager payment processing

SOURCES CITED

chase.com What is a Merchant Account? A Guide for Business Owners | Chase Payment Solutions |
chase.com https://www.chase.com/business/knowledge-center/manage/what-is-merchant-account

finix.com Payments built to scale with your business | Finix https:/finix.com/
helcim.com Merchant Services: The Ultimate Guide to Choosing a Provider https://www.helcim.com/guides/merchant-accounts/?

from=groupmessage&isappinstalled=0

staxpayments.com Stax Al Information | Stax Payments And Stax Connect https:/staxpayments.com/stax-ai-information/

plus 51 more pages found, not cited
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Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC
RECOMMENDED Helcim, Finix, Payment Depot, Elavon, U.S. Bank Merchant Services, MBNCard, PaymentCloud, Durango Merchant

Services, PayKings, Checkout.com, Adyen MENTIONED Clover, Shopify, QuickBooks

Here are some options that tend to offer more hands-on help than the big self-serve processors. Most of the
support claims below come from vendor sites or review roundups, so check them against recent customer
reviews before you commit.

Dedicated merchant accounts with account managers
e Helcim: Often recommended for small businesses on a budget. It uses interchange-plus pricing, and

human support is available by phone and chat. Human support - Yes (phone and chat)

e Finix: Aimed at SMBs and SaaS platforms. Finix's dedicated support model means every merchant gets
dedicated account management - a real person, reachable through Slack or phone, not a ticket queue. It
also suits fast-growing businesses, with a dedicated implementation manager and the option to customize
payout schedules.

e Payment Depot: Reviewers mention good support and a month-to-month structure, and it integrates with
Clover, Shopify, QuickBooks, and others. 24/7 customer support provides reliable assistance for users.

e Bank-backed options (Elavon, U.S. Bank): Better if you want a bank relationship. Elavon says it offers
dedicated account management and support teams including 24/7 customer support including live-chat.
U.S. Bank Merchant Services gives access to dedicated account support.

e MBNCard: Positions itself on personal service, saying it provides personalized service with dedicated
account managers.

Higher-risk or hard-to-approve businesses

e PaymentCloud: PaymentCloud provides a dedicated account manager to each merchant. It is known for
high approval rates and ability to support high-risk businesses that struggle to get accepted elsewhere.

e Durango Merchant Services: Offers Dedicated Account Manager and focuses on high-risk and hard-to-
place merchants.

e PayKings: Says it assigns every merchant a dedicated account manager. One reviewer noted that its
contracts can carry an early termination fee, and that smaller merchants might experience less
personalized attention.

Larger or enterprise-level
e Checkout.com: G2 reviewers rate it highly rated for customer support and account management. It is better
suited to bigger merchants.

e Adyen: One review says it isn't built for smaller businesses.
How to choose

e Ask whether you get a named account manager or only a support queue, and what the response times are.
e Check whether live phone or chat is available during your busiest hours.

e Compare pricing models. Interchange-plus is usually more transparent than flat-rate pricing, and some
providers charge early termination fees.

e Read recent reviews on Trustpilot or G2, since vendor claims about support are not independent.
If you tell me your industry, monthly card volume, and whether you sell online, in person, or both, | can narrow
this to two or three options.

SEARCHED

payment processors with best customer support alternatives to Stripe Square
merchant account providers dedicated account manager personal support small business

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 166 of 273



Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

Question m16 - Claude, continued
SOURCES CITED
theretailexec.com 10 Best Stripe Alternatives for Online Payments in 2026 https:/theretailexec.com/tools/best-stripe-alternatives/

g2.com Top 10 Stripe Payments Alternatives & Competitors in 2026 https://www.g2.com/products/stripe-stripe-
payments/competitors/alternatives

finix.com 5 Best Stripe Alternatives in 2026 https:/finix.com/resources/blogs/best-stripe-alternatives

technologyadvice.com Best Stripe Alternatives in 2026 https:/technologyadvice.com/blog/sales/stripe-alternatives/

nerdwallet.com Best Merchant Services of 2026 - NerdWallet https://www.nerdwallet.com/business/software/best/merchant-services
elavon.com Merchant Services Small Business https://www.elavon.com/your-business/small-business.html

fitsmallbusiness.com Best Merchant Services for Small Business 2026 https:/fitsmallbusiness.com/best-merchant-services/
durangomerchantservices.com Durango Merchant Services https://durangomerchantservices.com/

tailoredpay.com 12 Best High Risk Merchant Account Providers (2026 Review) https:/tailoredpay.com/high-risk-merchant-accounts/

merchantsbancard.com 5 Best Merchant Account Providers (2025 Review) https://www.merchantsbancard.com/best-merchant-account-
providers/

paykings.com High Risk Merchant Account https:/paykings.com/
plus 7 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC
RECOMMENDED ConnectPay, Helcim, Lightspeed Payments, CDGcommerce, PayJunction MENTIONED Stripe, PayPal, Square
If you are looking for more personal support than what is typically offered by "big tech" payment processors like

Stripe, PayPal, or Square—which often rely on self-serve documentation and automated support systems—you
should look toward providers that offer dedicated merchant accounts and named account management.

Here are several alternatives known for providing more hands-on support.

1. Processors with Dedicated Support

These companies distinguish themselves by moving away from the "pooled" merchant account model (used by

Stripe/Square) toward dedicated, personalized service.

e ConnectPay: Frequently cited for pairing dedicated account support with its processing infrastructure.
They are an excellent choice if you want a more hands-on relationship than a pure self-serve platform.

e Helcim: Known for its "interchange-plus" pricing model, Helcim is often praised for being more transparent
and supportive than larger competitors. They are highly rated for businesses that want a human element to
their payment processing and have grown beyond the "starter" phase.

e Lightspeed Payments: If you are in retail or hospitality, Lightspeed is noted for its strong support, including
onboarding specialists who guide you through the setup process. Users often report that their support team
is responsive and willing to work through specific questions or technical challenges.

e CDGcommerce: Often recommended for businesses looking for more personalized merchant services,
including dedicated support and a focus on long-term partnership rather than just transaction volume.

2. Why "Big Tech" Processors Often Lack Personal Support

It is helpful to understand why you are experiencing this friction. Most large processors (Stripe, Square, PayPal)
use a Payment Service Provider (PSP) model. This allows them to approve millions of businesses instantly
with minimal friction. The trade-off is:

e Automated Risk Management: Because they serve so many, their fraud detection is often automated and
can freeze accounts without warning, with no human to call.

e Self-Serve Focus: To keep costs low, they rely on massive knowledge bases and automated support tickets
rather than dedicated human representatives.

3. How to Find a "Personal" Processor

When searching for your next provider, look for these specific keywords and traits, which usually indicate a
higher level of service:
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Question m16 - Gemini, continued

e "Merchant Account Provider" vs. "Payment Service Provider": A true merchant account provider (like the
ones mentioned above) assigns you a specific account and often a dedicated representative who
understands your business type. This is the opposite of the "pooled" model used by Stripe/Square.

e Interchange-Plus Pricing: This is the most transparent billing method. If a company offers this, they are
generally more focused on long-term, professional relationships than companies that rely on complex, "flat-
rate" opaque pricing.

e "Managed Services" or "Account Management": During your inquiry, explicitly ask, "Will | have a dedicated
person | can email if | have a complex issue?" or "Do you offer a phone-based support line for account-
specific issues?"

Recommendation for Next Steps

1. Assess Your Volume: If you process more than $5,000-$10,000 per month, you are likely losing money on
the higher flat rates of Stripe/Square. A dedicated merchant account provider will often be cheaper and
provide better support at this volume.

2. Request a Consultation: Unlike Stripe or Square, where you just click "Sign Up," contact the sales or
support teams of Helcim or ConnectPay first. Ask them how they handle account holds, disputes, and
technical support. Their response during the sales process is usually a perfect preview of how they will treat
you as a customer.

3. Check Industry Fit: If you are a retailer, Lightspeed may be your best path. If you are a B2B or service-
based business, look at Helcim or PayJunction (the latter is highly regarded for its integration capabilities).
SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED
None.

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Finix, Helcim, Chase Payment Solutions, U.S. Bank Merchant Services, PaymentCloud MENTIONED Stripe,
PayPal, Square

If you're looking beyond the biggest names like Stripe, PayPal, or Square, these are worth comparing for more
human, hands-on support:

e Finix — A good fit for growing businesses that want a dedicated account manager and implementation help,
plus phone support and a shared Slack channel for eligible merchants. It may be more than a very small
business needs: listed plans start at $99/month, with processing pricing customized. '3

e Helcim — A potential fit for small businesses that want a more traditional merchant account and
interchange-plus pricing without a monthly fee. It offers phone contact for its merchant experience team,
though the sources reviewed don’t confirm that every customer gets a dedicated account manager. 241°

e Chase Payment Solutions or U.S. Bank Merchant Services — Worth considering if you prefer a bank
relationship and one-to-one service; local branch access may help. Ask whether you'll have a named
contact and what support hours apply. °

e PaymentCloud — Consider it if your business is classified as high-risk or has had trouble getting approved
elsewhere. It works with high-risk merchants and advertises a dedicated account manager; pricing is
typically custom, so compare the full quote and fees carefully. '°

Quick rule of thumb: For an ordinary small business, start by comparing Helcim and a bank-backed option. For
fast growth or a more involved setup, ask Finix about account-management eligibility and total monthly cost. If
you're high-risk, include PaymentCloud.
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Before signing, ask: Will | have a named contact? Can | reach a live person by phone? What are the support
hours? Is support included or tied to a plan? Also compare processing rates, monthly and PCI fees, contract
terms, and how disputes or account holds are handled. Dedicated merchant accounts can offer more tailored
service, but often involve more underwriting and setup than an aggregator. '°

SEARCHED

payment processor personalized support dedicated account manager alternatives small business 2026
merchant services high touch customer support payment processing alternatives Stripe Square

payment processor dedicated support small business Helcim Stax PaymentCloud

SOURCES CITED

fitsmallbusiness.com 9 Best Virtual Terminals for 2026 - Fit Small Business https:/fitsmallbusiness.com/best-virtual-terminal/
helcim.com Payment Processing for Professional Services - Helcim https://www.helcim.com/industries/professional-services/
finix.com Best payment processors for small businesses (2026) - Finix https:/finix.com/resources/blogs/best-payment-processors-smb
helcim.com Credit Card Processing for Small Business https://www.helcim.com/credit-card-processing/

websiteplanet.com www.websiteplanet.com» blog » best-high-risk-credit6 Best High-Risk Credit Card Processing & Low Rates in
2026 https:/www.websiteplanet.com/blog/best-high-risk-credit-card-processing/

nerdwallet.com Best Merchant Services of 2026 https:/www.nerdwallet.com/business/software/best/merchant-services

nerdwallet.com 5 Best Payment Processors for Small Business in 2026 -
NerdWallet https://www.nerdwallet.com/business/software/learn/payment-processors

plus 8 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M17 - MID - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor for taking payments inside a mobile app
for physical goods and services, such as deliveries or bookings

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Adyen MENTIONED Apple Pay, Google Pay NEGATIVE In-App Purchase

For payments for physical goods or real-world services—such as deliveries, transportation, or bookings—
Stripe is a solid default for taking payment directly in your mobile app. You can integrate it with its iOS/Android
SDKs and offer card payments and, where supported, Apple Pay or Google Pay. Apple’s guidelines require a
payment method other than In-App Purchase for goods or services consumed outside the app; Google Play
likewise excludes physical goods and services from its billing requirement. (developer.apple.com)

Consider Adyen as an alternative if you're a larger business or need to unify online and in-person payments
across markets. (adyen.com)

Quick recommendation: Start with Stripe unless you have a specific reason to choose another processor. If
your app is a marketplace that pays out to multiple providers, check that the processor supports your
onboarding and payout model too.

One important distinction: payments for digital content or app features can be subject to different App Store
and Play Store rules than physical goods and services. (developer.apple.com)

SEARCHED

Apple App Store Review Guidelines physical goods services payment external payment methods 2026
Google Play payments policy physical goods services bookings deliveries 2026

Stripe mobile app payments physical goods services SDK official

Adyen mobile app payments physical goods services official

SOURCES CITED

developer.apple.com App Review Guidelines - Apple Developer https:/developer.apple.com/app-store/review/guidelines/
adyen.com Accept payments online and in person - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/accept-payments/

plus 35 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Stripe Connect, Adyen, Braintree, Square, Braintree Marketplace MENTIONED PayPal, Venmo,
Apple Pay, Google Pay

Short answer: Stripe is the usual starting point. For a mobile app selling physical goods or real-world services,
it has the strongest mobile SDKs and a marketplace product (Stripe Connect) if you pay out to providers.
Adyen suits large enterprise volume, and Braintree is worth a look if PayPal or Venmo checkout matters to you.

Store rules first: For deliveries, bookings, and physical goods, you generally don't use Apple or Google's billing.
Apple's Guideline 3.1.3(e) says apps that sell goods or services used outside the app must use another
payment method, such as Apple Pay or a credit card. Google's policy is similar. Google Play's billing must not
be used for physical goods or for services like transportation, food delivery and event tickets. So a third-party
processor is the right category. Apple's US external-link rules have also been changing, so check the current
terms if you're weighing other paths.

Options:

e Stripe: Stripe is the default for most app-first brands: 2.9% + $0.30, no monthly fee, and the cleanest iOS,
Android, and React Native SDKs in the market. For marketplaces or booking platforms that pay providers,
Stripe Connect is purpose-built for marketplace payments with sub-merchant onboarding, split payments,
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Question m17 - Claude, continued

and compliance handling. Watch the platform costs: on Express or Custom accounts, you (the platform)
pay 0.25% of transaction volume and a $2 per-active-seller monthly fee.

e Adyen: It handles onling, in-app, and in-store payments on one platform with a single settlement, and its
pricing gets cheaper as volume grows. It's usually better suited to larger businesses than to a startup.

e Braintree (PayPal): Consider it if PayPal and Venmo checkout are central. Consider Braintree when PayPal
integration is central to your app, provided Braintree confirms support for your seller onboarding and payout
model. Its headline rate has also been lower on high-volume card processing. One source notes that
Braintree charges the same 2.9% + $0.30 but waives fees on the first $50,000 in processing, though other
sources list Braintree at 2.59% + $0.49 or 2.89% + $0.29, so check the current price sheet.

e Square: A good fit if you also sell in person. It is best for brands blending in-store and in-app, with a fee of
2.6% + $0.10 online, which varies by product.

How to choose:

1. Single-seller app (you sell your own goods or services): Stripe, unless you need PayPal/Venmo or in-
person payments.

2. Marketplace (you pay out to providers, drivers, or service workers): Stripe Connect or Braintree
Marketplace. Compare the all-in cost with your expected commission and payout volume, since advertised
rates don't include platform fees. Stripe Connect Standard leaves fees with the sellers, while Express and
Custom move them onto you.

3. Large volume or global reach: Get custom quotes from Adyen and Stripe.

Also plan for chargebacks, refunds, and payouts. For booking or delivery flows, a provider that supports
marketplace payouts, Apple Pay, and Google Pay will save you a lot of work.

SEARCHED

in-app payments processor physical goods bookings deliveries mobile app 2026

Stripe vs Braintree in-app payments marketplace fees

SOURCES CITED

mobiloud.com What Does In-App Purchase Mean? A 2026 Guide for App Developers https:/www.mobiloud.com/blog/what-does-in-app-
purchase-mean/

appbrew.com 11 Best Payment Gateways for Ecommerce Mobile Apps (2026) https://www.appbrew.com/blogs/best-payment-gateways-for-
ecommerce-mobile-apps

comparepsp.com Stripe vs Braintree — Full Comparison: Fees, Features & Verdict (2026) https:/comparepsp.com/compare/stripe-vs-
braintree/

processorverdict.com Braintree vs Stripe: High Volume Marketplace Split Payments https:/processorverdict.com/blog/braintree-vs-stripe-
for-high-volume-marketplace-apps-with-split-payments

processingscoop.com Braintree vs Stripe for Marketplaces: 2026 Head-to-Head https:/processingscoop.com/blog/braintree-vs-stripe-for-
marketplaces

apiscout.dev Stripe vs Braintree: Payment APl 2026 https:/apiscout.dev/guides/stripe-vs-braintree-payment-api-2026

plus 12 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Braintree, Adyen, Stripe Connect MENTIONED PayPal, Venmo, Apple Pay, Google Pay  NEGATIVE In-
App Purchase

For mobile apps selling physical goods or services (such as delivery or bookings), the choice of payment
processor depends largely on your scale, developer resources, and geographic requirements.

Because you are selling physical goods and services, you should use a payment gateway/processor
integration rather than Apple or Google’s "In-App Purchase" (IAP) systems, which are strictly for digital goods
and typically charge a 15-30% commission.
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Question m17 - Gemini, continued

Top Recommended Payment Processors

Processor Best For Key Strengths

Stripe Startups & Growing Apps Best-in-class documentation, fast setup, and excellent SDKs for iOS/Android.
Braintree  Global/Complex Needs Backed by PayPal; strong native support for PayPal, Venmo, and digital wallets.
Adyen Enterprise Scale High authorization rates, direct acquiring, and cost-effective for very high volumes.

Key Considerations for Your Business Model

—

. Developer Experience & Integration

e Stripe is widely considered the industry standard for developer experience. If your team wants to get up and
running quickly with clean APIs and comprehensive documentation, this is usually the top choice.

e Adyen requires more intensive setup (weeks vs. hours) but offers a more robust platform for enterprise-level
global operations.

N

. Pricing Models

e Flat-Rate (Stripe, Braintree): Generally charge a fixed percentage + a small fee per transaction (e.g., 2.9% +
$0.30). This is predictable and easy to manage for most businesses.

¢ Interchange-Plus (Adyen, and optional for others at scale): You pay the actual cost of the card network

plus a small markup. This is almost always cheaper once you reach significant transaction volumes (often
$5M+ annually).

w

. Specific Features for Goods & Services

e Digital Wallets: Ensure your chosen processor natively supports Apple Pay and Google Pay, as these
significantly increase conversion rates for mobile users by removing the need to type in card details.

e Marketplace/Split Payments: If your app is a marketplace (e.g., you take a commission while the delivery
driver or service provider gets the rest), look for processors with "Connect" or "Split Payment" features
(Stripe Connect is the most popular for this).

e Security & Compliance: All the providers above handle tokenization, which means sensitive card data is
never stored on your servers. This drastically reduces your PCI-DSS compliance burden.

Summary Recommendation

e If you are a startup or medium-sized business: Start with Stripe. Its ability to scale from simple payments
to complex marketplace setups makes it the most flexible "utility" for modern app development.

¢ If you need deep PayPal/Venmo integration: Consider Braintree, as its relationship with PayPal is native
and highly reliable.

e If you are an enterprise processing massive volume: Look into Adyen to optimize authorization rates and
minimize processing costs through interchange-plus pricing.

SEARCHED

Stripe vs Adyen vs Braintree for mobile app physical goods and services

integrating payment processors for on-demand services mobile app

best payment processors for mobile apps physical goods services deliveries bookings
payment gateway for mobile app physical goods and services comparison
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Question m17 - Gemini, continued

SOURCES CITED

finix.com finix.com https:/finix.com

brandstory.ae brandstory.ae https:/brandstory.ae
todapay.com todapay.com https:/todapay.com

schedly.io schedly.io https:/schedly.io

fincoro.com fincoro.com https:/fincoro.com
processorverdict.com processorverdict.com https:/processorverdict.com
connectpay.com connectpay.com https:/connectpay.com
youtube.com youtube.com https:/youtube.com
medium.com medium.com https:/medium.com

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

whop.com whop.com https:/whop.com

stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

cleveroad.com cleveroad.com https:/cleveroad.com
ycombinator.com ycombinator.com https:/ycombinator.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick) MENTIONED Apple Pay, Google Pay, Stripe Terminal  NEGATIVE In-App Purchase

For payments inside an app for physical goods or services—such as delivery orders, transport, or bookings—
Stripe is a solid default. Its mobile SDKs provide a prebuilt checkout Ul (PaymentSheet) for iOS, Android, and

React Native, and can support options including cards, Apple Pay, and Google Pay, depending on availability.
3912

The app-store rules fit this use case: Apple says purchases of physical goods or services consumed outside
the app must use a method other than In-App Purchase, such as Apple Pay or card entry. ° Google Play
likewise says its billing system should not be used for physical goods or services such as food delivery or
transportation. '?

Practical setup: use Stripe’s mobile SDK in the app, with your server creating and managing the payment; offer
Apple Pay or Google Pay where supported. “° Confirm that Stripe supports your country, business model, and
desired payment methods. If you meant in-person payments rather than app checkout, Stripe Terminal is a
separate option. !’

SEARCHED

Apple App Store Review Guidelines physical goods services payment app external payment
Google Play payments policy physical goods services app payment

Stripe mobile app payments physical goods services SDK

SOURCES CITED

support.google.com Understanding Google Play's Payments policy https:/support.google.com/googleplay/android-
developer/answer/10281818

support.google.com Payments - Play Console Help - Google Help https:/support.google.com/googleplay/android-developer/answer/9858738?
hl=en

docs.stripe.com Stripe Android SDK https:/docs.stripe.com/sdks/android

docs.stripe.com Build a mobile integration | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/mobile/quickstart
developer-mdn.apple.com developer-mdn.apple.com - app-store - reviewApp Review Guidelines - Apple Developer https:/developer-
mdn.apple.com/app-store/review/guidelines/uk/

docs.stripe.com Accept in-app payments https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/mobile/accept-payment-embedded?
platform=android&type=payment&locale=en-GB

docs.stripe.com Mobile Payment Element https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/mobile

support.stripe.com Fysieke betalingen van klanten met een mobiel apparaat ontvangen https:/support.stripe.com/questions/accept-in-
person-payments-from-customers-with-a-mobile-device?locale=nl-NL

docs.stripe.com Accept in-app payments - Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/mobile/accept-payment?
platform=android&type=payment

plus 6 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M18 - MID - LEARN - INFORMATIONAL

When should an online business move from a
simple payment provider to an enterprise one?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

MENTIONED Adyen

There isn't a single revenue or transaction threshold. Move when your current provider is creating meaningful
limits, risk, or cost—not just because the business is growing.

Consider an enterprise-grade provider when you need:

e More markets and payment methods: You're expanding internationally and need local acquiring,
currencies, or locally preferred payment options.

e More complex operations: You need to unify online and in-person payments, manage multiple brands or
entities, or handle marketplace seller onboarding, split payments, and payouts. Enterprise platforms
commonly support these broader setups. (adyen.com)

e Better control and optimization: Your team needs more sophisticated fraud tools, authorization reporting,
routing, reconciliation, or subscription and dispute workflows.

e Reliability and support that match the stakes: Payment outages or slow issue resolution are materially
affecting sales, and you need stronger operational support or contractual commitments.

e Economics that justify the change: Your processing volume gives you room to negotiate pricing, and the
savings or business benefit outweighs migration and ongoing complexity.

Don’t use “enterprise” as a proxy for PCl compliance. PCI DSS applies to businesses involved in payment
processing regardless of size; validation requirements depend on your setup and card-brand/acquirer rules.
(pcisecuritystandards.org)

A practical test: list the problems your current provider can’t solve, estimate their annual cost, and compare
that with the full cost of switching—including engineering, testing, operational changes, and potential
disruption. If the benefits are specific and measurable, start evaluating providers; if not, a simpler provider may
still be the better choice. You can also keep your current provider and add an enterprise option for a new
market, channel, or use case before migrating everything.

SEARCHED

Stripe enterprise payments when to upgrade payments platform scale business official
Adyen enterprise businesses payments platform global expansion official

Braintree enterprise payment processing scale business official

PCI DSS merchant levels transaction thresholds official

SOURCES CITED

adyen.com Platform built to help businesses grow faster - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/about

pcisecuritystandards.org PCI Security Standards Council - Protect Payment Data with Industry-driven Security Standards,
Training, and Programs https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/merchants/

plus 18 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

MENTIONED Stripe, Square, Stax

The short answer: the switch is usually driven by monthly or annual card volume, but the thresholds vary a lot
by source, and non-volume factors matter too. Current guidance clusters around these points:

Volume signals
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Sources disagree on the exact number. One puts the enterprise threshold at $500,000 or more in annual
processing volume for custom pricing negotiations. Stripe's custom pricing is often described as ~S1M+
annually, and Square's custom pricing starts at $250,000 in annual volume.

For monthly card volume, one comparison says the flat-rate model is almost certainly cheaper and simpler
below S750K/month, while another says that between $25,000 and $250,000 monthly, subscription
processors like Stax or negotiated IC++ contracts win. These comparisons come from vendors with
commercial interests, so treat them as rough guides.

The reason to switch is the fee gap. Interchange-plus pricing, where you pay the card network cost plus a
fixed markup, can be much cheaper at scale. One analysis estimates that at $250K monthly card-not-
present volume, the effective rate lands roughly 0.40 to 0.55 percent above interchange-plus for Stripe,
which is a meaningful sum at that volume.

Non-volume signals

Geographic expansion: Expanding into new regions can require additional local payment methods, local
acquiring capabilities, or stronger regional coverage.

Approval rates: For high-volume businesses, authorisation performance directly impacts revenue. Providers
with regional acquiring relationships may approve more transactions.

In-person or omnichannel needs: If you add physical POS, hardware and unified online/in-store data
become important.

Risk and account limits: If you hit personalized transaction and rolling volume limits or see reserves and
holds, that is a sign you need more control. Aggregator models can also limit your leverage in disputes; one
source notes merchants who process higher ticket volumes, deal with recurring chargebacks in high-risk
categories, or sell age-restricted products may need a dedicated merchant account.

Contract and support needs: Enterprise deals add custom pricing and volume rates, along with dedicated
support and negotiated payout and reserve terms.

Practical guidance

Compare the effective rate across a full month of real transactions, including reserves and settlement
terms, rather than headline rates.

Stay on the simple provider while your volume is modest. Early on, flat-rate pricing is usually the cheaper
and simpler choice once admin overhead is counted.

Consider switching when the fee savings clearly exceed the cost of migration, or when you need a
capability the simple provider can't offer (international coverage, in-person, dispute control, or approval
performance).

Plan for a transition period. Stripe's own migration guidance notes that the process typically spans several
months, with performance stabilizing within the first six weeks, so you should avoid switching just before a
peak sales period.

You don't have to switch entirely. Many larger merchants use more than one provider, and some start by
negotiating better rates with their current one.

SEARCHED

when to switch from Stripe to enterprise payment provider volume
payment processor pricing custom enterprise rates monthly volume threshold 2026

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 175 of 273



Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

SOURCES CITED

corefy.com Top Stripe Alternatives for Enterprise & High-Volume Payments (2026) https:/corefy.com/blog/stripe-alternatives-enterprise-
payments

onrampfunds.com 6 Signs Your Business Meets Stripe's Payment Volume Threshold in 2026 https://www.onrampfunds.com/guides/6-
signs-your-business-meets-stripes-payment-volume-threshold-in-2026

paymentcollect.com Who Should Switch From Stripe: A Merchant's Honest Guide -

PaymentCollect https://www.paymentcollect.com/who-should-switch-from-stripe/

bitrupt.co Stripe vs Adyen for US Businesses: 2026 Decision Guide https:/bitrupt.co/blog/stripe-vs-adyen

stripe.com Maintaining payments performance when adopting Stripe https:/stripe.com/es/guides/maintaining-payments-performance-when-
adopting-stripe

jamesbakercpa.com Enterprise Payment Processing Solutions for Large Businesses https://jamesbakercpa.com/blog/best-enterprise-
payment-processing-solutions-2026/

clickwerxs.com Best Payment Processors for Small Business in 2026 https://www.clickwerxs.com/blog/best-payment-processors-small-
business-2026

mypayadvisor.com Compare 15 Payment Processors: 2.32%-3.07% Real Rates https://www.mypayadvisor.com/comparisons
mypayadvisor.com Best Payment Processors for Ecommerce 2026 https://www.mypayadvisor.com/comparisons/best-payment-processors-

ecommerce-2026

plus 8 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

BRANDS READ none

Moving from a simple payment provider to an enterprise-level solution is rarely about a single event; rather, it is
a strategic shift that occurs when your business operations outgrow the "out-of-the-box" capabilities of
standard platforms.

You should consider moving to an enterprise payment provider when you notice that your current setup is no
longer just a utility, but a bottleneck to your growth.

1. Key Triggers for Switching

If you are experiencing any of the following, your business has likely reached the "tipping point" where an
enterprise solution is necessary:

¢ High and Unpredictable Costs: Standard providers often use tiered or opaque pricing models that become
prohibitively expensive as your volume grows. Enterprise providers offer more transparent, scalable, and
often negotiable fee structures.

e Performance Bottlenecks: If you see high decline rates, frequent downtime, or slow transaction speeds,
you are losing revenue directly. Enterprise solutions often provide "intelligent routing" to retry failed
payments and ensure better authorization rates.

e Expansion Challenges: If you are looking to enter new international markets but your provider lacks local
payment method support (e.g., local digital wallets, specific bank transfers) or causes high cross-border
fees, you need a provider with a global reach.

e Operational Integration Debt: As your business grows, you likely use an ERP, CRM, or custom data
warehouse. If "patching" your payment data into these systems is taking up significant manual engineering
time, an enterprise provider can offer more robust, unified APIs and deeper integration capabilities.

e Limited Support: When your business is mission-critical, waiting days for a ticket response is unacceptable.
Enterprise providers typically offer dedicated account management and 24/7 technical support.

2. The Move Toward "Orchestration"

It is important to note that many modern enterprises do not simply "switch" from one provider to another.
Instead, they adopt a multi-acquiring or payment orchestration strategy.
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Question m18 - Gemini, continued

e Optionality: Rather than being locked into a single provider, an orchestration layer allows you to route
payments through multiple processors based on performance, cost, or region.

e Resilience: This approach eliminates single points of failure, ensuring that if one processor has an outage,
your payments continue to flow through another.

3. How to Evaluate the Transition

Before making the move, assess your business against these criteria:

Consideration Simple Provider Enterprise Provider

Strategy One-size-fits-all, "plug-and-play" Customizable, scalable, and modular

Pricing Standardized, often higher at scale Volume-based, negotiable, transparent

Reliability Single path, higher risk of downtime Multi-processor, redundant, high uptime

Control Limited access to raw data Deep insights, advanced reporting, & reconciliation
Recommendation

If your current payment stack is stifling your expansion, creating manual work for your finance/engineering
teams, or resulting in lost revenue through avoidable declines, it is time to audit your needs.

When you decide to move, do not attempt a "big bang" switch. Use a staged approach: start by integrating the
new provider in a sandbox environment, test specific flows (like international transactions or specific high-risk
cohorts), and ensure your internal teams are aligned before transitioning your full traffic volume.

SEARCHED

signs an online business needs an enterprise payment gateway

benefits of enterprise payment providers vs simple payment providers for scaling businesses
when to move from simple payment provider to enterprise payment solution
factors to consider when switching payment providers for growing ecommerce business
SOURCES CITED

orchestrasolutions.com orchestrasolutions.com https://orchestrasolutions.com
connectpay.com connectpay.com https://connectpay.com

adyen.com adyen.com https://adyen.com

paymentgenes.com paymentgenes.com https:/paymentgenes.com

novalnet.com novalnet.com https:/novalnet.com

appfrontier.com appfrontier.com https:/appfrontiercom

truevo.com truevo.com https:/truevo.com

curbstone.com curbstone.com https:/curbstone.com

solidgate.com solidgate.com https:/solidgate.com

changefinancial.com changefinancial.com https:/changefinancial.com
celerocommerce.com celerocommerce.com https:/celerocommerce.com

hyperswitch.io hyperswitch.io https:/hyperswitch.io

intellipay.com intellipay.com https:/intellipay.com

paytabs.com paytabs.com https:/paytabs.com

moneris.com moneris.com https:;//moneris.com

stripe.com stripe.com https://stripe.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

MENTIONED Stripe, Primer, Global Payments

There isn't a universal revenue or transaction-volume threshold. Move to an enterprise payment provider when
the business case and operational needs justify the added cost and complexity—not just because you've
grown.

Consider making the move when:
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Question m18 - Gemini, continued

¢ Fees are materially affecting your margins. Compare your all-in costs with alternative pricing, including
processing, disputes, currency conversion, reserves, and platform fees. Ask for volume-based or tailored
pricing, then calculate whether any savings outweigh migration and integration costs. Large providers may
offer custom pricing to businesses with substantial volume or unusual needs.'?

e Your current setup is limiting expansion. You need better coverage for new countries, local payment
methods, currencies, or sales channels, and your provider can’t support them well.?®

e Payments are affecting conversion or revenue. Approval rates are weak in important markets, reporting
doesn’t show why payments fail, or you lack the controls and routing options needed to improve
performance.’

e Your operations have become complex. You need deeper integrations, more capable reconciliation and
reporting, advanced fraud or dispute tools, or support for multiple business units and payment flows.*®

e Support and reliability matter more than self-service. Slow or generic support, unresolved payment issues,
or insufficient help during incidents is creating a meaningful business risk. Enterprise offerings may include
tailored deployment help and technical account management.’

A practical rule: Start evaluating options when you can identify a specific, recurring constraint or measurable
cost—not simply because a provider labels a plan “enterprise” Compare providers using your own transaction
data, and include the effort and risk of migrating. If the benefits are uncertain, staying with your current provider
—or negotiating better terms—may be the better choice.

Before switching: confirm that the new provider supports your markets and business model, estimate total
costs, and plan a tested migration that avoids peak sales periods. A processor change can improve costs or
capabilities, but a poorly planned transition can disrupt payments.?

' Stripe enterprise payment solutions (stripe.com)

? Stripe guide to switching payment processors (stripe.com)

3 Primer: How to choose a payment processor (primer.io)

4 Global Payments API capabilities (developer.globalpayments.com)

5 Global Payments fraud management (developer.globalpayments.com)

SEARCHED

when to switch payment processor enterprise payment platform business scaling
enterprise payment processing features global payments fraud support integrations
Stripe enterprise payments pricing volume custom pricing business scale

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Stripe Scale https:/stripe.com/en-ca/plans/scale

stripe.com How to Switch Payment Processors: A Guide - Stripe https:/stripe.com/resources/more/how-to-switch-payment-processors
stripe.com June 2024 pricing update for Instant Payouts for businesses in the ... https:/stripe.com/pricing
developer.globalpayments.com Fraud Management https:/developer.globalpayments.com/api/fraud-management
developer.globalpayments.com API https:/developer.globalpayments.com/docs/integration-options/api.md

plus 10 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M19 - MID - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor for a service business that
takes a deposit and charges the balance later

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC

RECOMMENDED Square Invoices, Stripe, Square

Square Invoices is a good starting point for a typical service business: you can request a deposit, set a due
date for the remaining balance, and split the balance into scheduled payments. Square also documents
charging a card on file when an invoice payment is due. (squareup.com)

If you mean take the deposit at online booking and automatically charge the balance on the appointment
date, check the booking software too—whether that works depends on its integration and settings.

Stripe is another option, especially if you have a website or custom booking system. It can charge a saved card
later, but you need the customer’s permission, and a bank may sometimes require them to confirm the later
charge. (support.stripe.com)

Simple rule of thumb: Square for straightforward invoices and payment schedules; Stripe for a more
customized online setup. Which service business are you running, and do you want to charge the balance
automatically or send an invoice for it?

SEARCHED

payment processor service business take deposit charge remaining balance later card on file official
Stripe Square invoicing

Square deposits remaining balance card on file official appointments invoice partial payment

Stripe save card off-session charge later customer consent official

SOURCES CITED

squareup.com Manage invoice deposits and payment schedules | Square Support Center - United
States https:/squareup.com/help/us/en/article/6581-request-deposits-with-square-invoices?msockid=2f874383148461bf36ac555b159c603f
support.stripe.com Apply off-session Strong Customer Authentication (SCA) exemptions over time : Stripe: Help &

Support https://support.stripe.com/questions/apply-off-session-strong-customer-authentication-%28sca%29-exemptions-over-time?locale=en-GB

plus 30 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:43 UTC
RECOMMENDED QuickBooks Payments, Stripe, Helcim, Square, Harvest MENTIONED QuickBooks Online, PayPal, Xero

Short answer: If you already use QuickBooks Online, QuickBooks Payments is the easiest fit. If you don't,
Stripe or Helcim are the main alternatives. Verify rates before you commit, since they change.

QuickBooks Payments (best if you use QuickBooks Online)

e |ts estimates let customers approve and pay a deposit at the same step, which fits your model. Lock in
projects faster with instantly-payable deposits. Simply send an estimate, and customers approve with a
deposit.

e |t accepts partial payments, so the balance can be collected later through the same invoice.

e Card invoices cost 2.99%, and deposits arrive faster: the next business day for card payments taken before
3 p.m. PT, against Stripe's two business days.

e |ts drawback is that it's pricier for bank transfers. Stripe is cheaper for bank payments: 0.8% capped at S5,
against QuickBooks' 1% with no cap published.

Stripe (best if you want flexibility or large ACH payments)
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Question m19 - Claude, continued

e Stripe is the usual choice when you need custom workflows. Its $5 cap can lower costs once a transaction
reaches a certain size.

e Invoicing adds cost. Stripe charges 2.9% + 30¢ plus its 0.4% Invoicing fee, so a $1,000 invoice costs $29.90
on QuickBooks and $33.30 on Stripe.

e Accounting sync is more work. Stripe doesn't offer a direct native integration with QuickBooks.

e Payouts are slower. Stripe pays out two business days after the charge, and its first payout typically takes 7
to 14 days.

Helcim (good for low card costs and no monthly fees)

e |t uses interchange-plus pricing, and the virtual terminal and online invoicing come free.

e Sources disagree on deposit speed. One says next-business-morning deposits for credit and debit
transactions, while NerdWallet notes that deposits may take up to two business days; same-day deposit
option is not available.

e Interchange-plus fees are harder to predict, so ask for a quote on your typical ticket size.
Square (only if you take most payments in person)

e Square's online pricing is higher on its free plan. 3.3% + 30¢ on Square Free; 2.9% + 30¢ on Plus and
Premium.

What to check before signing up

e Confirm you can charge a saved card or bank account for the balance without the customer present. Ask
each provider this directly, because the sources | found didn't address it.

e Check whether the invoice tool sends automatic reminders for the balance, and whether it handles sales
tax on services in your state.

e |f you need an accounting-linked invoicing tool that isn't tied to one processor, Harvest integrates with
Stripe (credit card and ACH) and PayPal and syncs with QuickBooks and Xero.

Tell me which accounting software you use and whether you bill mostly by card or ACH, and | can narrow this to
one recommendation.

SEARCHED

payment processor deposits and later balance invoicing service business 2026

Stripe vs Square vs QuickBooks Payments deposit and final payment fees 2026

SOURCES CITED

airwallex.com 5 Best Payment Processors for 2026: Features, Fees, and Top Picks — Airwallex US https://www.airwallex.com/en-
us/blog/top-payment-processors

technologyadvice.com Best Payment Processor for Small Businesses in 2026 https:/technologyadvice.com/blog/sales/best-payment-
processors/

quicken.com Best Invoicing and Payment Tracking Tools for Small Businesses in 2026 https://www.quicken.com/blog/best-invoicing-and-
payment-tracking-tools-for-small-businesses/

nerdwallet.com Best Payment Processing Companies of November 2026 -

NerdWallet https://www.nerdwallet.com/business/software/best/payment-processing-companies

eco.com Stripe vs Square 2026: Fees, Payouts and Which Fits Your Business https://eco.com/support/en/articles/17338153-stripe-vs-square-
2026-fees-payouts-and-which-fits-your-business

quickbooks.intuit.com Square vs QuickBooks: 2026 Comparison - Intuit https:/quickbooks.intuit.com/compare/square-vs-quickbooks/
technologyadvice.com QuickBooks Payments vs Stripe: Which Is Best in 20267 https:/technologyadvice.com/blog/sales/quickbooks-
payments-vs-stripe/

synder.com Stripe vs QuickBooks: Which Tool Fits Your Business? https:/synder.com/blog/stripe-vs-quickbooks-payments/
paymentreview.com QuickBooks Payments vs Stripe https:/paymentreview.com/comparisons/quickbooks-payments-vs-stripe/

plus 9 more pages found, not cited
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Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Square, Authorize.net, Helcim  MENTIONED QuickBooks, Xero

For a service business that needs to collect a deposit and charge the balance later, you need a payment
processor that supports "Authorize and Capture" (sometimes called "Delayed Capture") or "Saved Payment
Methods" (tokenization).

Instead of charging the full amount immediately, these features allow you to verify the customer's payment
method, secure a deposit, and then trigger the final charge when the service is complete.

Recommended Payment Processors

The following processors are widely used by service businesses for their flexibility and robust APl/dashboard
capabilities:

e Stripe: Highly recommended for service businesses due to its developer-friendly tools and ease of use. It
allows you to easily "authorize" a card to check for funds and "capture" the final balance later. Its "Saved
Payment Methods" feature is excellent for securely storing customer data for later billing without needing to
handle sensitive card details yourself.

e Square: An excellent all-in-one solution if you also need point-of-sale (POS) hardware or simple, no-code
billing tools. Square provides clear dashboard options to manage deposits and final payments, making it
very accessible for small business owners who don't want to deal with complex coding.

e Authorize.net: A long-standing, traditional payment gateway that is very strong in "Authorize and Capture"
workflows. It is often a great choice if you prefer a more traditional merchant account setup and need highly
configurable payment rules.

e Helcim: Known for its "interchange-plus" pricing, which can be more cost-effective for businesses with
higher transaction volumes. It is well-suited for service-based businesses that need professional invoicing
and the ability to manage customer payment profiles securely.

Key Features to Look For

When evaluating these providers for your specific workflow, look for these two capabilities:

1. Authorize & Capture (Two-Step Payment): This allows you to verify that the customer’s card is valid and
has sufficient funds (the "Authorization") without immediately moving the money. You then "Capture'" the
funds (or a portion of them) when you are ready to finalize the payment. Note that authorizations typically
expire after 7-30 days, so this is best for shorter-term projects.

2. Customer Tokenization (Saved Cards): If your service projects take longer than a few weeks, you should
use "tokenization!" This lets you securely save the customer's payment information (as a "Customer Profile")
in a PCl-compliant way. You can then charge the card for the deposit now and the balance later, even if the
final payment is months away.

Implementation Strategy

¢ If you send invoices: Most modern processors (Stripe, Square, Helcim) integrate with accounting software
like QuickBooks or Xero. You can send an invoice that allows the customer to pay the deposit online, and
then charge the remaining balance to the saved card on file once the project is finished.

¢ If you don't use accounting software: You can use the processor’s native dashboard to create "Payment
Links" or "Request Payment" features. Simply create a request for the deposit, and for the balance, trigger a
new payment charge using the securely stored customer token.

Recommendation: If you want the easiest setup with the most growth potential, Stripe or Square are the
industry standards. If you are focused on minimizing processing fees and have higher transaction volumes,
investigate Helcim.
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Question m19 - Gemini, continued
SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED

None.

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Square Invoices, Stripe, Square

Square Invoices is a straightforward option if you're in the U.S.: it lets you request a deposit and set a separate
due date for the remaining balance. You can invoice the balance later or, with the customer’s permission, use a
saved card for a later charge. '°'?

Stripe is a good alternative if you want more flexibility or already use Stripe. You can collect a deposit, then
invoice or charge the remaining amount later; automatic charging requires a saved payment method. ?¢

For U.S. pricing, Square lists invoice payments at 3.3% + 30¢ on its Free plan; saved-card or manually entered
payments are 3.5% + 15¢. Stripe’s standard domestic card processing starts at 2.9% + 30¢, and its Starter
invoicing plan adds 0.4% per paid invoice. Rates and features can vary by country and plan. """

Quick pick: Choose Square for a simple deposit-and-balance invoice workflow; choose Stripe if you need more
payment setup flexibility. Get clear customer consent before charging a saved card later.

SEARCHED

payment processor service business deposit balance later card on file invoicing Stripe Square 2026
Square deposits remaining balance later service business card on file fees

Stripe deposits charge remaining balance later card on file invoicing fees

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Deposit invoice: What it is and how to use one | Stripe https:/stripe.com/en-Iv/resources/more/deposit-invoices-101-what-they-are-
and-how-to-use-them?___SID=U

support.stripe.com Stripe Invoicing pricing https:/support.stripe.com/questions/stripe-invoicing-pricing

docs.stripe.com Use Invoices https:/docs.stripe.com/no-code/invoices

squareup.com Free Invoicing Software | Square https:/squareup.com/us/en/invoices

squareup.com Learn about Square fees | Square Support Center - United States https:/squareup.com/help/us/en/article/5068-what-are-
square-s-fees

squareup.com Square Processing Fees, Plans, and Software Pricing https:/squareup.com/us/en/pricing

plus 9 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION M20 - MID - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment provider that lets a sales team send
payment links instead of building a checkout

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Payment Links, Adyen Pay by Link, PayPal Payment Links

Stripe Payment Links is a strong fit: sales reps can share a hosted payment page by email or text, so you don’t
need to build checkout. Stripe also describes generating links from a CRM or internal tool. (stripe.com)

If you want reps to create links on the go, Adyen Pay by Link offers link creation through its dashboard, API, or
mobile app. (adyen.com)

For a simpler no-code option, PayPal Payment Links let you create a hosted page and share it directly with
customers. (paypal.com)

SEARCHED

payment provider send payment links sales team official Stripe Payment Links sales team
Square payment links send invoice payment link official sales

Adyen Pay by Link official payment link sales team

PayPal payment links official business

SOURCES CITED
paypal.com Payment Links: Accept Payments Without a Website | PayPal US https://www.paypal.com/us/business/accept-
payments/payment-links?locale.x=en_PW

adyen.com Pay by link anywhere - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/pay-by-link
stripe.com Stripe Payment Links | Simple Links to Accept Payments https:/stripe.com/payments/payment-links?department=sales
plus 32 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED HubSpot Revenue Hub, Stripe Payment Links, Solidgate, Shuttle, PayPal, Square, Xendit, North MENTIONED
Stripe, Worldpay, Adyen, Worldpay Access, Braintree

The best fit depends on whether your sales team already lives in a CRM and which processor you use. Here are
the main options:

e HubSpot Revenue Hub: If your sales team works in HubSpot, this is the most natural choice. You can
create and share one-time or recurring payment links without coding, and send them from emails, forms,
and meetings. It also lets reps send quotes and collect payments from the same place they manage deals.
Create and send sales quotes, collect electronic signatures, and receive payments from the same place you
manage your deals.

e Stripe Payment Links: The simplest option if you already use Stripe. Stripe Payment Links require zero code
and can generate a hosted checkout URL in under two minutes from the Dashboard. The drawbacks: it only
works with Stripe as the processor, and if you already use Worldpay, Adyen, or another gateway, you need a
second PSP relationship. It also has no team dashboard for managing who sent which link, which matters
for a sales team.

e Solidgate: A good option for global businesses that want payment links for sales teams. It offers no-code
payment links you can send via link, QR, SMS, or email, and it is built for quick launches, sales teams, and
on-the-fly payments.

e Shuttle: A payment link layer that sits on top of your existing processor rather than replacing it. You can
connect Stripe, Worldpay Access, Adyen, Braintree, or any of 40+ supported gateways. This suits a
company that wants a sales-friendly dashboard without changing processors. Note that this is a vendor's
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Question m20 - Claude, continued

own comparison.

e PayPal and Square: Both offer shareable links and invoicing with no coding. PayPal is a good choice when
customer familiarity matters most. Its standard rate is 2.9% plus a fixed fee, with no monthly fee, according
to a Shuttle comparison.

e Xendit or North: Consider these if you operate in Southeast Asia (Xendit) or need payment links for a US-
based nonprofit or small business (North). Xendit lets you create and send single or multiple-use payment
requests through messaging apps like WhatsApp.

My recommendation: if you use HubSpot, start with its Revenue Hub. If you use Stripe and only need a simple
way to send links, start with Stripe Payment Links. If you need multiple processors or international coverage,
compare Solidgate and Shuttle. Check current pricing directly with each vendor, since fees and features
change often.

SEARCHED

payment links no code sales team send payment link providers 2026

SOURCES CITED

shuttleglobal.com Best Payment Link Providers 2026: Stripe vs Square vs PayPal vs Shuttle https://www.shuttleglobal.com/guides/best-
payment-link-providers/

solidgate.com Payment Links for Business & Pay by Link https:/solidgate.com/payment-link/

xendit.co Payment Links https://www.xendit.co/en/products/payment-links/

hubspot.com Payment Links https:/www.hubspot.com/products/revenue/payment-links

unilink.us Stripe Payment Links in 2026 (One-Click Checkout Without Code) https:/www.unilink.us/blog/stripe-payment-links-2026

plus 4 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe Payment Links, Stripe, PayPal Business, Square, Mollie, Adyen, Shuttle  MENTIONED HubSpot Payments

For a sales team looking to send payment links without building a checkout, the most common and effective
approach is to use a Payment Service Provider (PSP) that offers a "Pay by Link" or "Payment Links" feature.

These tools allow your team to generate a unique, secure URL from a dashboard or CRM, which can be sent via
email, SMS, WhatsApp, or chat to close a deal instantly.

Popular Providers for Sales Teams

Depending on your scale and requirements, here are the most reliable options:

e Stripe Payment Links: This is generally considered the "default" for many businesses. It allows your team to
create a link from the Stripe dashboard (or via API) without writing any code. It supports cards, digital
wallets (Apple Pay, Google Pay), and bank debits. It is highly scalable and has extensive reporting for
finance teams.

e PayPal Business: A highly trusted option, especially useful if your customers already have PayPal accounts.
Like Stripe, you can generate links through the app or dashboard to share via any messaging channel.

e Square: Best if your sales team also handles in-person sales or if you want a platform that bridges physical
and digital payments.

e Mollie / Adyen: These are excellent choices if you are based in Europe or require a more robust, enterprise-
grade solution that handles multi-currency and complex payment flows well.

e Shuttle: If you already use a payment processor and don't want to switch, look into "payment layer" tools like
Shuttle. They allow you to generate branded payment links while connecting to your existing gateway,
saving you from managing multiple processor relationships.
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Question m20 - Gemini, continued
Key Features to Look For

When selecting a provider for a team, rather than just a solo user, prioritize these features:

1. Multi-User Access & Roles: Ensure the platform allows your sales reps to generate links without giving
them full administrative access to your bank account or financial settings.

2. Branded Checkout: Choose a provider that allows you to add your company logo and custom domain to
the payment page. This builds trust with B2B buyers who might be wary of generic-looking payment links.

3. CRM Integration: Some platforms (like Stripe or HubSpot Payments) can integrate directly into your CRM,
allowing sales reps to generate and send links directly from the lead or deal record.

4. Reporting & Reconciliation: Finance teams need visibility into which specific sales rep generated a link,
which invoices are paid, and which are still outstanding.

Recommendation for Your Setup

e If you are a lean, fast-growing team: Start with Stripe Payment Links. It is the easiest to set up, requires no
coding, and has the most integrations with other business software you likely already use.

¢ If you need a professional, enterprise-level B2B flow: Look at Adyen or Stripe (with their Invoicing suite), as
they provide better tools for professional service invoicing, where you may need to track statuses, send
automated reminders, and provide a polished, branded experience.

SEARCHED

best payment link tools for B2B sales teams

payment providers for sales teams to send payment links without checkout
payment processors with 'pay by link' feature for sales teams
how to send payment links for sales invoices without a website
SOURCES CITED

jim.com jim.com https:/jim.com

verifone.com verifone.com https://verifone.com

payfunnels.com payfunnels.com https:/payfunnels.com

mollie.com mollie.com https:/mollie.com

shuttleglobal.com shuttleglobal.com https:/shuttleglobal.com

fink.it fink.it https:/fink.it

factura.ai factura.ai https:/factura.ai

stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

wizcommerce.com wizcommerce.com https://wizcommerce.com

paypal.com paypal.com https:/paypal.com

connectpay.com connectpay.com https://connectpay.com

xflowpay.com xflowpay.com https:/xflowpay.com

primegateway.com primegateway.com https:/primegateway.com

zapier.com zapier.com https://zapiercom

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Payment Links, Square Payment Links

Stripe Payment Links is a good fit: your sales team can create a hosted checkout page in Stripe and send its
link by email or text—no checkout build or code required. It supports one-time and recurring payments. '

Square Payment Links is another option; team members with the right permissions can create and share links
from the dashboard or app. ?

If you share your country and whether you need one-time or recurring payments, | can help narrow down the
best fit.
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Question m20 - Perplexity, continued

SEARCHED

payment provider payment links send by sales team official
Stripe Payment Links sales team no code checkout

Square payment links send customers official

SOURCES CITED

api.squareup.com Create and share payment links | Square Support Center ... https:/api.squareup.com/help/us/en/article/6692-get-started-
with-square-checkout-links

docs.stripe.com Accept payments online without writing code - Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payment-links
stripe.com Stripe Payment Links | Simple Links to Accept Payments https:/stripe.com/payments/payment-links

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION TO1 TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment setup that routes each transaction to
whichever processor is most likely to approve it

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen

That's called payment orchestration—specifically, smart payment routing. It connects your checkout to
multiple processors and chooses a route for each transaction based on factors like card type, country,
currency, and recent approval performance. (stripe.com)

If you're looking for a product, ask providers about multi-processor routing, approval-rate optimization, and
decline recovery/failover. You'll generally need accounts with more than one processor for the system to route
between them. Stripe describes orchestration for multi-processor setups; Adyen offers intelligent routing within
its own acquiring network. (stripe.com)

SEARCHED

payment orchestration smart routing transaction approval optimization processor routing official
payment routing platform approval rates smart routing processors official documentation

Adyen payment routing optimization approval rates official

Stripe payment orchestration routing multiple processors official

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com What is payment orchestration? | Stripe https:/stripe.com/resources/more/what-is-payment-orchestration-what-businesses-need-to-
know

stripe.com How to Evaluate and Manage Multiple Payment Processors | Stripe https:/stripe.com/guides/evaluating-and-managing-multiple-

payment-providers

plus 33 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC
RECOMMENDED Adyen, Checkout.com, IXOPAY, Solidgate, Gr4vy MENTIONED Shopify

This setup is called intelligent payment routing, usually run through a payment orchestration layer. It sits
between your checkout and several processors or acquirers and picks a route for each transaction.

How it works

e An orchestration platform connects to several processors and, for each payment, sends it to the one with
the best odds of approval. If that attempt fails, it can retry through another route. (Sources describe this as a
cascade or failover.)

e The routing decision typically uses card type, card-issuing country, currency, transaction amount, and
historical approval data for that combination. One vendor describes this as matching each payment to the
route that suits its profile.

e Simple versions use fixed rules, such as "send Iltalian Visa cards to Processor B." More advanced versions
use machine learning to predict approval probability per transaction and update as new data arrives.

e Some setups also use BIN lookups to learn a card's country and currency capabilities before choosing a
route.

Expected gains (mostly vendor-reported)

e One vendor reports that merchants often see a 2 to 4 percentage point lift in approval rate. Treat this as a
vendor claim, not an independent benchmark.

e Adyen's intelligent debit routing, in one analysis, produced about 26% cost savings with a slight approval-
rate increase (+0.22%) on U.S. card payments.
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Question t01- Claude, continued

e A 2023 Adyen-Shopify pilot reported a 25% increase in approval rates and a 38% reduction in failed
payments, according to a market research firm.

Trade-offs and caveats

e You usually can't maximize approval and minimize cost at the same time. Some setups favor approval
during peak checkout and favor cost when failed payments are less costly.

e Regional rules shape the options. For example, US law gives merchants the right to route debit transactions
over at least two unaffiliated networks, which creates room to optimize per-network approval rates.

e Routing across processors can complicate reconciliation, chargeback handling, and fraud controls, so you
need reporting that spans all processors.

How to set one up

1. Audit your current approval rates, decline reasons, and processing costs, split by provider and region.

2. Add an orchestration layer (either a commercial platform or an in-house router) that supports multiple
processors, tokenization, and failover.

3. Start with simple rules, then test routing changes with A/B experiments before scaling them.

4. Track approval rate, cost per transaction, and chargebacks weekly.

Vendors that offer this include Adyen, Checkout.com (its Intelligent Acceptance engine), IXOPAY, Solidgate,
and Gr4vy. Adyen can route through its own network, while the others typically sit on top of processors you
already use. If you tell me your volume, regions, and current processors, | can help you choose between a
platform and a build-your-own approach.

SEARCHED

intelligent payment routing approval rate optimization payment orchestration

SOURCES CITED

None.

plus 9 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Corefy, BR-DGE, Primer, Solidgate, Yuno
The payment setup you are describing is known as Intelligent Payment Routing (or Smart Routing).

This technology functions as an "air traffic control" system for your payments. Instead of sending every
transaction to a single processor, the system evaluates each transaction in real time and directs it to the
payment gateway or processor most likely to approve it based on pre-set rules or machine learning models.

How It Works
Intelligent routing typically operates through a Payment Orchestration Platform (POP). Here is the breakdown

of how the process generally works:

e Real-Time Data Analysis: When a customer initiates a payment, the platform captures key transaction
attributes, such as:
o Card Metadata: Card brand (Visa, Amex, etc.), issuing country, and card type.

o Transaction Details: Amount, currency, and merchant category.
o Performance Metrics: Live approval rates of your various processors, network health, and response

times.

e Dynamic Decisioning: Based on these factors, the system selects the optimal path. For example, it might
route a high-value international transaction to a local acquirer with high cross-border success rates, while
sending standard domestic transactions to a processor with the lowest interchange fees.
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Question t01- Gemini, continued

e Cascading & Failover: If a transaction is declined, the system can automatically "cascade" or retry the
payment through a secondary, backup processor. This is often done using different routing logic to bypass
the original reason for the decline (e.g., a technical glitch at the first processor).

Key Benefits

e Higher Approval Rates: By matching the transaction to the processor with the best success rates for that
specific card or region, merchants often see significant uplifts in authorization rates.

e Cost Optimization: You can configure rules to prioritize the lowest-cost processor for specific types of
transactions, reducing your total processing fees.

¢ Increased Resilience: If one payment processor experiences an outage, the platform automatically reroutes
traffic to functional providers, ensuring your checkout remains active.

e Simplified Integration: Instead of building and maintaining separate integrations for every single processor,
you integrate once with the orchestration platform, which then manages the connections to all your
underlying providers.

Common Platforms

Many businesses use specialized Payment Orchestration Platforms to manage this infrastructure. Popular
providers in this space include:

e Stripe (Stripe Payments includes intelligent routing capabilities).

e Corefy

e BR-DGE
e Primer

e Solidgate
e Yuno

If you are looking to implement this, you should look for vendors that offer "Payment Orchestration" or
"Intelligent Routing" engines, as these are specifically designed to abstract the complexity of managing
multiple processor relationships.

SEARCHED

what is intelligent payment routing

payment orchestration platforms with transaction routing
payment routing technology to maximize approval rates
payment gateway with smart routing for high approval rates
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Question t01- Gemini, continued

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

moneyhash.io moneyhash.io https://moneyhash.io

paytia.com paytia.com https:/paytia.com

solidgate.com solidgate.com https:/solidgate.com
fintechmagazine.com fintechmagazine.com https:/fintechmagazine.com
financialit.net financialit.net https:/financialit.net

chargeblast.com chargeblast.com https:/chargeblast.com
appfrontier.com appfrontier.com https:/appfrontiercom
stellarpayments.com stellarpayments.com https:/stellarpayments.com
cardflo.io cardflo.io https:/cardflo.io

payu.com payu.com https:/payu.com

praxis.tech praxis.tech https:/praxistech

2checkout.com 2checkout.com https://2checkout.com

corefy.com corefy.com https:/corefy.com

paddle.com paddle.com https:/paddie.com

checkoutchamp.com checkoutchamp.com https://checkoutchamp.com
trio.dev trio.dev https:/trio.dev

worldline-solutions.com worldline-solutions.com https://worldline-solutions.com
lunos.ai lunos.ai https:/lunos.ai

paymend.com paymend.com https:/paymend.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

BRANDS READ none

That'’s generally called payment orchestration with intelligent (or smart) payment routing. It connects your
checkout to multiple processors and uses rules or performance data—such as issuer, card type, country, and
recent approval rates—to choose a likely route for each transaction. ¢’

When comparing providers, look for multi-processor support, configurable routing, fallback handling, and
analytics that let you compare approval rates by route. Routing can improve the odds of approval, but it cant

guarantee an issuer will approve a payment. 7®

SEARCHED

payment orchestration intelligent payment routing approval rates processor routing

payment routing engine optimize authorization rates payment orchestration providers

Stripe adaptive acceptance smart retries routing processors authorization rate

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com A Guide to Intelligent Payment Routing | Stripe https:/stripe.com/en-de/resources/more/intelligent-payment-routing?

__readwiselocation
ixopay.com Payment Orchestration Platform - IXOPAY  https://www.ixopay.com/products/payment-orchestration/platform
paddle.com What is Payment Orchestration? | Paddle https://www.paddle.com/blog/payment-orchestration

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T02 - TAIL - IMPLEMENT - INFORMATIONAL

How do | reduce false declines on genuine card payments?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

BRANDS READ none

The biggest lever is to find where the decline happens: your own fraud rules, your payment processor, or the
cardholder’s bank. Those need different fixes.

1. Measure declines by cause. Track approval rates alongside fraud/chargeback rates, and break results down
by decline code, issuer, card type, country, checkout flow, and your own fraud-rule decision. Look for
sudden changes that might point to a technical or configuration issue. Generic “do not honor” declines
don't reveal a specific reason, so analyze them as a group. (stripe.com)

2. Review your fraud rules for false positives. Identify which rules are blocking transactions later shown to be
legitimate. Adjust thresholds or add a manual-review step for borderline cases rather than weakening every
rule at once. Test changes against both legitimate-payment approvals and fraud/chargebacks.

3. Send complete, consistent payment data. Where appropriate, collect and pass billing postal code and
CVC, and ensure the billing details and transaction information are formatted correctly. More useful
information can help issuers assess a payment. (stripe.com)

4. Reduce checkout friction and use authentication thoughtfully. Offer digital wallets, and use 3-D Secure
when it's appropriate for the transaction or required by your setup. Authentication can help establish that
the buyer is genuine, but avoid adding unnecessary steps for every customer. (stripe.com)

5. Handle retries selectively. Don’t repeatedly resubmit every declined payment. Retry only when the decline
reason or processor guidance indicates it may help; don’t retry hard declines such as lost or stolen cards.
For a generic or suspicious decline, prompt the customer to contact their bank or use another payment
method. (corporate.visa.com)

6. Keep stored-card credentials current. For recurring payments, ask customers to update expired or
replaced cards, and see whether your processor supports account updater services or network tokens.
(stripe.com)

7. Escalate issuer-side patterns. If declines cluster around particular banks, regions, or a recent date, share
the data with your processor or acquirer and ask them to investigate authorization routing, data quality, or
issuer-specific issues.

A good starting point is a weekly review of approval rate, false-positive rate, fraud/chargeback rate, and
recovery rate after declines. Change one rule or checkout element at a time so you can see whether approvals
improve without increasing fraud.

SEARCHED

site:visa.com reduce false declines card-not-present payments authorization best practices
site:mastercard.com false declines ecommerce payments authorization improve approval rates
site:stripe.com/docs increase authorization rates false declines card payments

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Optimizing authorization rates: How to reduce network declines https:/stripe.com/guides/optimizing-authorization-rates
corporate.visa.com Helping to maximize merchant success through authorization and fraud

prevention https://corporatevisa.com/content/dam/VCOM)/corporate/services/documents/vca-helping-maximize-merchant-success.pdf

plus 16 more pages found, not cited

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 191 of 273


https://stripe.com/guides/optimizing-authorization-rates?utm_source=openai
https://stripe.com/guides/optimizing-authorization-rates?utm_source=openai
https://stripe.com/guides/optimizing-authorization-rates?utm_source=openai
https://corporate.visa.com/content/dam/VCOM/corporate/services/documents/vca-helping-maximize-merchant-success.pdf?utm_source=openai
https://stripe.com/guides/optimizing-authorization-rates?utm_source=openai
https://stripe.com/guides/optimizing-authorization-rates
https://corporate.visa.com/content/dam/VCOM/corporate/services/documents/vca-helping-maximize-merchant-success.pdf

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

BRANDS READ none

Most of the fix is diagnosis first, then loosening only the rules that block good orders. These suggestions
assume you run the checkout, so tell me if you're a cardholder and I'll adjust.

1. Find out where the declines come from

Check whether each decline came from the card issuer or from your own gateway or fraud rules, since each
has a different fix. Find out whether a decline came from the card issuer or from your own gateway and
platform rules, because each one has a different fix. Also measure the rate. One vendor suggests a false-
positive target typically under 1% of total transaction volume, reviewed regularly. If your fraud rate is very low
but authorization rates are still weak, your fraud rules are probably the cause.

2. Tune fraud rules instead of blocking broadly

Many processors let you adjust fraud settings to fit your customer base. By adjusting these settings to be more
lenient or more reflective of the business's customer base and transaction patterns, businesses can reduce
false declines. Review patterns that commonly trigger blocks, such as large first-time orders, purchases outside
a customer's usual pattern, or certain countries, and only keep the rules that catch real fraud. Repeat
customers with a clean purchase history can be allowlisted.

3. Use a middle tier instead of hard declines

Send borderline orders to manual review or a step-up check rather than rejecting them outright. Reviewing the
mid-risk band is cheaper than losing the sale. For suspicious transactions, a one-time passcode sent to the
customer's registered phone or email adds security without a hard decline.

4. Use risk-based 3D Secure, and send complete data

Apply 3D Secure to higher-risk transactions rather than all of them, since poor setup adds friction. Issuers
challenge or decline more often when the data is thin or wrong, so complete billing and device data on every
authentication request matters. Keep the protocol current (EMV 3DS 2.x).

5. Clean up checkout data
Enable AVS and CVV checks, but make sure address formats and fields are accepted correctly so valid cards
don't fail. Keep stored customer details current.

6. Handle stored cards and subscriptions
Network tokens and account updater services keep saved card details current after reissue or expiry, which
avoids many avoidable declines on recurring billing.

7. Retry by decline type

Don't retry everything the same way. Hard declines, such as stolen-card or closed-account codes, shouldn't be
retried. Soft declines, like temporary issuer problems or insufficient funds, can be retried later within the card
network's limits. Retrying blindly can annoy customers and issuers, so time retries sensibly.

8. Use feedback and analysis

Track which declines were later confirmed as legitimate, either by contacting customers directly or by tracking
orders that succeeded on a second attempt, then feed those outcomes back into your fraud tools. Machine-
learning models trained on your own data generally perform better than static rules.

If you're a cardholder, telling your bank before large or international purchases can prevent declines.

The dollar figures you'll see quoted in this space, such as the claim that false declines cost about 13 times
more than fraud, come from vendor and industry estimates, so treat them as directional.

SEARCHED

reduce false declines genuine card payments
false positive fraud declines merchants 3D Secure best practices 2026
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Question t02 - Claude, continued
SOURCES CITED
stripe.com False declines 101: How businesses can prevent them https:/stripe.com/resources/more/false-declines-explained

mannypay.io How to Reduce False Declines and Stop Rejecting Good Buyers https://www.mannypay.io/beyond-the-swipe/merchant-
education/false-declines-why-good-customers-get-rejected-and-how-to-fix-it/

tagada.io What Is False Positive? https:/www.tagada.io/glossary/false-positive

plus 15 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

BRANDS READ none

Reducing false declines—legitimate transactions mistakenly identified as fraud—is a balancing act between
protecting your revenue and maintaining a frictionless customer experience. Because false declines often cost

more in lost sales and customer lifetime value than the fraud they prevent, businesses are increasingly shifting
toward a strategy of revenue optimization.

Here is a guide to reducing false declines while maintaining effective security:

1. Audit and Measure Your Declines

You cannot fix what you do not measure. Most systems hide false declines by default, so start by gaining

visibility.

e Analyze Declined Transactions: Regularly review blocked orders to distinguish between those that were
truly fraudulent and those that were legitimate.

e Categorize by Trigger: Determine why transactions are being declined. Are they triggered by high-risk
location flags, shipping/billing address mismatches, or automated volume limits? Knowing the "why" allows
for surgical adjustments rather than broad, damaging policy changes.

2. Optimize Fraud Detection Settings
Rigid, "one-size-fits-all" rules are the primary cause of false declines.
e Move Beyond Static Rules: Transition from simple rules-based systems to Al and machine learning-

powered tools. These systems analyze vast amounts of data in real-time to identify patterns that distinguish
between genuine customers and fraudsters far more accurately than static filters.

e Customize Thresholds: Work with your payment processor to tailor risk thresholds to your specific
business and customer base. For example, if you sell high-ticket items, your risk tolerance should be
calibrated differently than a business selling low-cost commodities.

e Dynamic Rule Management: Use dynamic, context-aware risk scoring that considers the full picture of a
transaction (e.g., device, behavioral patterns, and historical data) rather than just a single data point.

3. Implement Layered Security

Instead of relying on a single "hard" stop at checkout, use a layered approach to verify identities.

e Soft Declines & Step-Up Authentication: If a transaction is flagged as suspicious, don't immediately
decline it. Use "step-up" authentication (like 3D Secure, SMS codes, or biometrics) to challenge the user

and confirm their identity. This allows genuine customers to prove they are legitimate without losing the
sale.

e Manual Review: For higher-value transactions that trigger an alert, consider routing them to a manual
review team instead of an automatic decline. This "human-in-the-loop" approach is highly effective for high-
value orders that might otherwise be rejected by an algorithm.

4. Data Quality and Transparency

Sometimes, legitimate transactions are blocked simply because of poor data.
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Question t02 - Gemini, continued

e Ensure Data Accuracy: Ensure your checkout process collects comprehensive data (e.g., correct
billing/shipping addresses, phone numbers, and email details). Missing information can trigger fraud flags.

e Communicate Clearly: If a payment is declined, provide the customer with clear, helpful feedback rather
than a generic "error" message. If the issue is a simple fix (like an expired card), tell them so they can rectify
it and complete the purchase.

Summary Strategy

Action Goal

Measure Identify how many "good" customers are being turned away.
Tune Use Al/ML to replace rigid rules with nuanced risk scoring.
Challenge Use step-up authentication instead of immediate declines.
Review Route high-value "suspicious" orders to human agents.

Final Tip: Treat fraud mitigation as a growth tool, not just a defensive one. By focusing on approving more
legitimate transactions rather than just blocking bad ones, you can improve both your revenue and customer
loyalty.

SEARCHED

strategies to reduce false declines for merchants

how to reduce false declines on genuine card payments for businesses
best practices to minimize false positives in payment fraud detection
SOURCES CITED

primer.io primer.io https:/primer.io

commercebank.com commercebank.com https:/commercebank.com

riskified.com riskified.com https://riskified.com

signifyd.com signifyd.com https:/signifyd.com

sardine.ai sardine.ai https:/sardine.ai

gocardless.com gocardless.com https:/gocardless.com

azakaw.com azakaw.com https://azakaw.com

stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

checkout.com checkout.com https://checkout.com

zigram.tech zigram.tech https://zigram.tech

flagright.com flagright.com https:/flagright.com

wyllo.ai wyllo.ai https:/wyllo.ai

zen.com zen.com https://zen.com

forter.com forter.com https:/fortercom

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

BRANDS READ none
To reduce false declines, focus on better signals, smarter fraud rules, and decline-specific recovery:

1. Send complete, accurate payment data. Include available billing details and correct transaction
information; ask customers to correct card number, expiry, CVC, or address errors rather than repeatedly
resubmitting the same details. Issuers use these signals in authorization decisions. 2"

1. Tune fraud rules against real outcomes. Review payments your fraud controls blocked that were later
confirmed legitimate. Adjust overly broad rules and use risk-based checks—such as device, location, and
velocity signals—rather than treating one mismatch as an automatic rejection. Keep controls that catch
actual fraud. #'°

1. Use authentication where it helps. For online payments, consider 3-D Secure when appropriate, especially
when issuer verification could resolve uncertainty. 2*
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Question t02 - Perplexity, continued

1. Keep saved credentials current. Consider network tokenization or card account updater services for stored
cards, and notify subscribers before recurring charges. These can help prevent declines from expired or
replaced card details. '°""

1. Handle declines by type. For correctable errors, prompt the customer to update their details or use another
payment method. Retry only eligible soft declines, and only when there’s a reasonable basis to expect a
different result; don’t repeatedly retry hard declines such as lost or stolen cards.

1. Measure by issuer, channel, and reason. Track approval and false-decline rates alongside fraud and dispute
rates, and review changes after adjusting rules or checkout flows. Use your processor or acquirer’s decline
data to identify where the problem is concentrated. *'®

Avoid simply loosening fraud checks or retrying every declined payment: that can increase fraud, disputes, and
unnecessary authorization attempts. 3

SEARCHED

Visa reduce false declines legitimate transactions merchant authorization best practices
Stripe reduce card declines legitimate payments authorization optimization false declines
Mastercard false declines merchant best practices authorization approval rates

SOURCES CITED

docs.stripe.com Card declines | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/declines/card

usa.visa.com Visa Dispute Management Guide for Merchants https://usavisa.com/content/dam/VCOM/global/support-
legal/documents/merchants-dispute-management-guidelines.pdf

corporate.visa.com Helping to maximize merchant success through authorization

... https://corporatevisa.com/content/dam/VCOM/corporate/services/documents/vca-helping-maximize-merchant-success.pdf

corporate.visa.com Helping to maximize merchant success | Visa https:/corporatevisa.com/en/services/visa-consulting-analytics/insights/vca-
maximize-merchant-success.html

stripe.com Adaptive Acceptance https:/stripe.com/en-sg/guides/optimizing-authorization-rates?___SID=U

docs.stripe.com Declines https:/docs.stripe.com/declines

plus 9 more pages found, not cited

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 195 of 273


https://docs.stripe.com/declines/card
https://usa.visa.com/content/dam/VCOM/global/support-legal/documents/merchants-dispute-management-guidelines.pdf
https://usa.visa.com/content/dam/VCOM/global/support-legal/documents/merchants-dispute-management-guidelines.pdf
https://corporate.visa.com/content/dam/VCOM/corporate/services/documents/vca-helping-maximize-merchant-success.pdf
https://corporate.visa.com/en/services/visa-consulting-analytics/insights/vca-maximize-merchant-success.html
https://corporate.visa.com/en/services/visa-consulting-analytics/insights/vca-maximize-merchant-success.html
https://stripe.com/en-sg/guides/optimizing-authorization-rates?___SID=U
https://docs.stripe.com/declines

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

APPENDIX A - QUESTION T03 - TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor that asks for extra card
authentication only when a payment looks risky

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe Radar, Adyen Dynamic 3D Secure

That’s usually called risk-based (or adaptive) 3-D Secure (3DS)-the processor asks for extra cardholder
authentication, often a bank-app approval or one-time code, only when risk or regulations call for it.

Stripe Radar and Adyen Dynamic 3D Secure offer this kind of approach. (stripe.com)

SEARCHED

payment processor adaptive 3D Secure only when transaction high risk Stripe Radar 3DS
payment processor dynamic 3D Secure risk based authentication only when needed official
SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Stripe: Radar for Fraud Teams: Rules 101 https://stripe.com/guides/radar-rules-101

plus 22 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Checkout.com, Braintree

The feature you're describing is risk-based (adaptive) 3D Secure, usually called 3DS2. Processors use it to
approve most payments silently and step in with a verification challenge only when a transaction looks
suspicious.

e How it works: Modern implementations, often referred to as 3D Secure 2.0 (3DS2), use risk-based
authentication to evaluate transactions in real time. This allows many payments to be approved without
additional user interaction, while still enabling step-up verification, such as one-time passcodes or
biometrics, when needed.

e What drives the decision: Different issuers have different risk appetites, and the authentication decision
can also be based on customer signals. The issuer typically weighs factors like transaction amount, device
information and customer behavior.

e Processor versions: Stripe offers this as "Adaptive 3DS!" One Stripe speaker described just a toggle in your
Radar dashboard, with no integration work needed. Other processors such as Adyen, Checkout.com, and
Braintree also offer risk-based 3DS, though | didn't verify their current product names in this search.

e Trade-off: Challenges can hurt sales. One source says challenge flows reduce conversion by 10-18% on
average, while frictionless checks have little effect, which is why the goal is to challenge only genuinely risky
payments.

SEARCHED

risk-based authentication payment processor 3D Secure only when risky

Stripe adaptive 3D Secure 2026

SOURCES CITED

bluefin.com How 3D Secure Offers Merchants Frictionless Payment Protection https://www.bluefin.com/bluefin-news/3d-secure-merchant-
frictionless-payment-protection/

medium.com 3D Secure Authentication: The Security Layer That's Reshaping Online Payments in

2026 https://medium.com/@anna.alisha91/3d-secure-authentication-the-security-layer-thats-reshaping-online-payments-in-2026-2df6d84e2f8b
stripe.com The truth about 3DS and conversion https://stripe.com/sessions/2026/the-truth-about-3ds

docs.stripe.com Adds 3D Secure versions 2.3.0 and 2.3.1 to Payment Records https:/docs.stripe.com/changelog/endive/2026-09-30/3d-
secure—payment—records

plus 13 more pages found, not cited
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Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen, Stripe, Checkout.com, Novalnet, Primer

To achieve a payment process that only asks for extra card authentication (such as a 3D Secure challenge)
when a payment is deemed risky, you should look for payment processors that support Risk-Based
Authentication (RBA) within the 3D Secure 2 (3DS2) protocol.

This approach is the industry standard for balancing high conversion rates (by letting low-risk customers
checkout without friction) and fraud protection (by challenging only suspicious transactions).

How It Works

e Frictionless Flow: When a customer makes a payment, the processor collects data (device fingerprint,
location, transaction history, etc.) in the background. If the risk score is low, the transaction proceeds
without any extra input from the customer.

e Challenge Flow: If the transaction is flagged as high-risk (e.g., an unusual location or high-value purchase),
the system triggers a "step-up" authentication, requiring the customer to verify their identity via biometrics,
push notifications, or an OTP.

e Liability Shift: A key benefit of using these 3DS2-compliant flows is that once a transaction is successfully
authenticated, the chargeback liability typically shifts from you (the merchant) to the card issuer.

Recommended Payment Processors

Many modern payment processors offer "Dynamic 3D Secure" or "Smart Authentication" features that manage
these decisions for you.

e Adyen: Known for its "Dynamic 3D Secure" engine, which uses machine learning to assess risk in real-time
and decide whether to apply a frictionless flow or a challenge.

e Stripe: Stripe’s integration naturally uses 3DS2 and RBA, allowing you to trigger authentication dynamically
based on the risk associated with the payment.

e Checkout.com: Offers robust support for RBA within its 3DS2 implementation, helping merchants balance
security with a smooth customer experience.

¢ Novalnet / Other Specialized Providers: If you are in a "high-risk" industry, processors like Novalnet or
others specializing in high-risk sectors often provide tailored 3DS2 configurations that balance these
security needs with your specific business model.

Implementation Tips

1. Check 3DS2 Support: Ensure your chosen provider explicitly states support for 3D Secure 2.0 or higher.
Older versions (3DS1) typically forced challenges on all transactions, which is likely what you want to avoid.

2. Use Intelligent Routing: Some advanced gateways (or independent platforms like Primer) allow you to set
your own custom rules for when to trigger 3D Secure, giving you even more control beyond the processor's
default settings.

3. Monitor Your Settings: Even if you use a "smart" system, you can often configure your preferences in the
merchant dashboard to "Prefer frictionless" for most transactions while maintaining strict rules for high-risk
flags.

SEARCHED
payment processors that only ask for extra card authentication when risky
what is risk-based authentication payment processing

payment processor dynamic 3D secure risky transactions
payment gateways with smart 3D secure trigger
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Question t03 - Gemini, continued

SOURCES CITED

PXP.io pXp.io https:/pxp.io

checkout.com checkout.com https:/checkout.com
offshoregateways.com offshoregateways.com https://offshoregateways.com
primer.io primer.io https:/primer.io

stitch.money stitch.money https:/stitch.money
pingpongx.com pingpongx.com https:/pingpongx.com
rublon.com rublon.com https://rublon.com

roxpay.eu roxpay.eu https:/roxpay.eu

adyen.com adyen.com https:/adyen.com

paymattic.com paymattic.com https:/paymattic.com
reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

opulencepay.com opulencepay.com https:/opulencepay.com
sensapay.com sensapay.com https:/sensapay.com
paycompass.com paycompass.com https:/paycompass.com
akurateco.com akurateco.com https:/akurateco.com

solidgate.com solidgate.com https://solidgate.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen

That’s called risk-based (or adaptive) 3-D Secure authentication: the processor assesses each payment and
requests extra card authentication when risk warrants it, rather than challenging every customer.

e Stripe offers this through Radar’s Adaptive 3DS; you can also set rules to request 3DS for elevated-risk
payments. '3

¢ Adyen offers risk-based authentication with Dynamic 3D Secure, routing higher-risk transactions to
authentication while allowing lower-risk ones to proceed with less friction. '?

The feature name to ask a provider about is adaptive/risk-based 3DS.

SEARCHED

payment processor risk based authentication 3D Secure only high risk transactions

Stripe Radar 3D Secure request when risk elevated

Adyen Dynamic 3D Secure risk based authentication

SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Authentication | Adyen Docs https:/docs.adyen.com/online-payments/authentication

docs.adyen.com Dynamic 3D Secure | Adyen Docs https://docs.adyen.com/risk-management/dynamic-3d-secure/

docs.stripe.com Fraud prevention rules - Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/radar/rules

docs.stripe.com Recommendations - Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/analytics/recommendations?locale=en-GB
plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T04 - TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor that lets me move my customers'
stored card details to another provider if | leave

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Braintree, Spreedly MENTIONED Apple Pay, Google Pay

Yes. If you want a payment processor, Braintree is one option: it says it supports importing and exporting
customer/card records at no charge, with a secure transfer to a PCI-compliant provider. The catch:
subscriptions and transaction history don't migrate automatically, and Apple Pay/Google Pay credentials aren’t
transferable. (developer.paypal.com)

If being able to switch processors easily is your top priority, consider keeping the card vault separate from the
processor. Spreedly is a vault/orchestration service—not a processor—and supports moving payment data to
another PCl-compliant provider. Its manual exports may take about two weeks; extra exports can cost money.
(support.spreedly.com)

Before signing, get written answers to: Can you export the actual card details—not just provider-specific
tokens? What does it cost and how long does it take? Can the next provider import them? Do subscriptions
and billing schedules move too? Card portability doesn't necessarily mean subscriptions move with the cards.

SEARCHED

payment processor vault portability export stored card data transfer another provider
payment gateway account updater token portability stored credentials migration

Stripe card dota migration export another processor PCI vault portability

payment processor vault portability tokenization vendor lock-in card data

site:spreedly.com vault export payment method data processor independent vault official
site:developer.paypal.com/braintree data migration export free credit card data portability
site:docs.stripe.com export payment data migrate another processor card data

SOURCES CITED

developer.paypal.com Braintree SDK Docs https:/developer.paypal.com/braintree/articles/get-started/data-migration/overview

support.spreedly.com How can | export my payment data? - Spreedly Help Center https:/support.spreedly.com/hc/en-
us/articles/4401815440539-How-can-Il-export-my-payment-data

plus 42 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Braintree, Adyen, Helcim, Square, Authorize.net, VGS, Basis Theory, Skyflow  MENTIONED Link, Apple

Pay, Google Pay, PayPal, Shopify

Several major processors will move stored cards for you, but the feature is conditional, so check it before you
sign anything.

How it works: The move is a processor-to-processor card data export, not a download to you. The encrypted
card data transfers directly between the two vaults, and your new processor re-vaults the data and issues new
tokens. Your own systems then swap old token IDs for new ones using a mapping file.

Which providers do it (as of recent sources):

e Stripe: It sends an encrypted JSON file with card details, customer email addresses and any metadata you
attached. It does not export payment history, subscriptions or other objects, and it excludes every card
saved through Link.

e Braintree: It says it does not charge any fees for data migrations. It allows no more than two exports, and
Apple Pay and Google Pay payment methods are excluded.

e Adyen: It says it "will of course comply" because you own the data, and asks to plan the move in advance.
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Question t04 - Claude, continued

e Helcim, Square, Authorize.net: Helcim exports only to a Level 1 provider and asks you for its Attestation of
Compliance. Square uses the same Level 1 requirement.

Conditions that catch people out:

e The receiving processor must be PCI DSS Level 1. Stripe, for example, won't begin an export until you have
selected and contracted with a compliant receiving processor.

e Subscriptions don't come with the cards. An export carries card details, not your subscription logic. You
must rebuild plans, billing dates and customer mappings in the new system.

e Timing varies. One source estimates about 10 business days, while another says the export typically takes
4-12 weeks of coordinated work. Treat both as rough.

¢ Digital wallets are a separate issue. Apple Pay, Google Pay and PayPal billing agreements generally don't
move through the card vault.

If you want to avoid lock-in entirely: Consider an independent vault (such as VGS, Basis Theory or Skyflow)
rather than a processor-owned vault. One source notes that with an independent vault, you can switch
processors, or route different transactions to different providers, without ever running a migration again. The
trade-off is more setup effort and a vault provider to pay.

Before you choose a processor: Get the portability terms in writing. Ask whether the export is included in the
contract, what fees apply, how many exports are allowed, and whether it covers the card type you use most.
One source advises writing data portability terms into every processor or gateway contract before you sign.

If you tell me which processor you're considering, or whether you use subscriptions or a platform like Shopify, |
can narrow this down. Processor terms change, so confirm the current policy directly with the provider.

SEARCHED

payment processor card data portability migration to another provider PCI

stored card vault export token migration Stripe Braintree Adyen

SOURCES CITED

helcim.com Credit Card Data Migration - Switch Processors & Keep Your Stored Cards https:/www.helcim.com/credit-card-data-migration/

mannypay.io How to Migrate Card Data to a New Payment Processor https://www.mannypay.io/beyond-the-
swipe/industries/subscriptions/switching-processors-without-losing-subscribers-saved-cards/

alliedpayments.com Token Migration https:/www.alliedpayments.com/blog/token-migration/

paymentreview.com Switching processors: moving your customers' stored cards https:/paymentreview.com/blog/switching-processors-
stored-cards/

grdvy.com How to migrate from PSP tokens to network tokens: a complete merchant guide for 2026 https:/gr4vy.com/posts/how-to-
migrate-from-psp-tokens-to-network-tokens-a-complete-merchant-guide-for-2026/

paymentbrief.com Payment Credential Vault Architecture — PaymentBrief https:/paymentbrief.com/articles/payment-credential-vault-
architecture/

plus 10 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Square, Helcim, Basis Theory, Spreedly MENTIONED Apple Pay, Google Pay, Stripe Link

To address your concern about moving stored customer card details, it is important to first distinguish between
tokens and card data.

The Core Reality: You Cannot Move "Tokens"

It is a common misconception that you can move your existing payment "tokens" from one processor to
another. You cannot.

e A token is simply a unique reference ID created by your current processor; it is meaningless outside of their
specific system.

e |f you move to a new provider, they will have to generate their own new tokens for your customers.
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Question t04 - Gemini, continued
How You Actually Move (The "Migration" Process)

While you cannot move the tokens, you can move the underlying card data (the actual card numbers,
expiration dates, and cardholder names) in a secure, PCl-compliant process known as a token vault migration
(or data export).

1. Direct Provider-to-Provider Transfer: You do not handle this data yourself. Your current processor will
securely transfer the encrypted card data directly to your new, PCl-compliant processor.

2. The New Provider Re-tokenizes: Once the new processor receives and decrypts the data, they store it in
their own vault and issue you a new set of tokens.

3. Mapping: You will receive a "mapping file" from the new provider that links your old token IDs to the new
ones, allowing you to update your database so your subscriptions continue uninterrupted.

Choosing the Right Path

Depending on your business needs, you have two primary strategies for managing this:

Strategy 1: Processor-Native Vault (Common)

Most major processors (like Stripe, Square, and Helcim) will allow you to export your customer card data to
another PCI DSS Level 1-compliant processor upon request.

e Pros: Easy to set up initially; no extra third-party costs.

e Cons: You are reliant on your current processor's cooperation and timelines, which can take several weeks.
You are effectively "locked in" until you perform a migration.

Strategy 2: Independent Vault (Flexible)

If you want to avoid future vendor lock-in entirely, consider using an independent, third-party payment vault
(e.g., Basis Theory, Spreedly, or similar).

e How it works: Instead of storing cards with your payment processor, you store them in this independent
vault. You then "route" payments through whichever processor you choose.

e Pros: You own the data. If you decide to switch processors, you simply point your vault to the new provider.
You are not dependent on your old processor’s willingness to export your data.

e Cons: This requires more intentional, upfront technical work to integrate your systems with both the vault
and the payment gateway.

Critical Considerations Before You Switch

e PCI Compliance: Your new provider mustbe a PCI DSS Level 1-compliant service provider to accept an
import of card data.

e What Does NOT Move: Subscriptions, payment history, and "wallet" credentials (like Apple Pay, Google Pay,
or Stripe Link) typically do not move. You will need to export your subscription schedules separately and
rebuild them in your new system.

e Don't Close Too Early: Always keep your old processor account active for at least one full billing cycle after
the switch to handle any disputes, refunds, or delayed processing that may occur.

Recommendation: If you are a high-volume merchant or anticipate changing processors in the future, evaluate
an independent vault to decouple your data from your processor. If you are a smaller business, stick with a
reputable processor that explicitly documents a "data export" or "PCl-compliant migration" policy (such as
Stripe or Square) and ensure you have that process clearly outlined in your agreement before you scale.
SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED

None.
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Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen, Stripe, Braintree MENTIONED Apple Pay, Google Pay

Look for card-vault portability or PCI-to-PCl vault migration—not just “saved cards” or tokenization. Most
processors’ ordinary card tokens only work within that processor, but some can securely transfer the
underlying card details to another compliant provider, which then creates new tokens.

Options to investigate:

e Adyen documents importing stored card details from another provider, subject to the old provider’s
cooperation and the receiving provider’s compliance requirements. '

e Stripe supports card-data exports to another PCI DSS Level 1 processor; the receiving provider must be
eligible to accept the transfer. ?

e Braintree supports vault exports, though its documentation and migration limits should be checked for
your specific use case. ?

Before signing, get written answers to: Can you export my stored card credentials to a different PCI-
compliant processor if | leave? What fees, timing, and format apply? Do subscriptions and wallet payments
transfer too? A card-data migration generally does not automatically move subscription settings, transaction
history, or Apple Pay/Google Pay credentials. '

If portability is a top priority, consider an independent payment vault that can connect to multiple processors,
rather than relying on one provider's vault. '

SEARCHED

payment processor token portability stored card migration merchant switch provider

payment processor card vault data portability migration tokens Stripe Adyen Braintree

payment vault migration stored payment methods processor exit portability

SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Import data from another payment provider https:/docs.adyen.com/development-resources/migrating-payment-data

paymentreview.com Switching processors: moving your customers' stored cards https:/paymentreview.com/blog/switching-processors-

stored-cards/

spreedly.com What is a Credit Card Vault and How Do They Help ... https://www.spreedly.com/blog/what-is-a-credit-card-vault

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION TO5 - TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor with reporting that matches
edch payout to the individual payments in it

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Adyen

Stripe is probably the clearest fit: its payout reconciliation report itemizes the payments, refunds, fees, and
adjustments included in each payout, and you can download it from the Dashboard or access the data by API.
The detailed linkage works for automatic payouts; manual payouts don't have the same transaction-by-
transaction mapping. (support.stripe.com)

Adyen also offers a transaction-level Settlement Details report for reconciling payouts. (help.adyen.com)

If you tell me what you're processing—online sales, in-person/POS, or subscriptions—and what accounting
software you use, | can narrow it down.

SEARCHED

payment processor payout reconciliation individual transactions payout report Stripe balance transactions
payout reconciliation

payment processor payout reconciliation report transactions included in each payout Square

Adyen payout reconciliation reports payment transactions settlement batch

SOURCES CITED

support.stripe.com Find what transactions were included in or impacted a payout amount : Stripe: Help &

Support https://support.stripe.com/questions/find-what-transactions-were-included-in-or-impacted-a-payout-amount

help.adyen.com How can Adyen reports help me with reconciliation? https:/help.adyen.com/en_US/knowledge/finance/reports-and-
reconciliation/how-can-adyen-reports-help-me-with-reconciliation

plus 28 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Toast MENTIONED PayPal, Xero, QuickBooks
The best-documented option | found is Stripe, which has a dedicated payout reconciliation report. Toast also

itemizes each payout. | didn't find solid documentation for other processors, so check their docs before
assuming they offer this.

Stripe

e |ts payout reconciliation report is built for matching each bank deposit to the batch of payments, refunds,
disputes, and fees it settles. It helps you match the payouts you receive in your bank account with the
batches of payments and other transactions that they relate to.

e |temized detail is available. The download includes the full list of individual transactions that are
summarized in the Dashboard. You can also add custom metadata to those rows to speed up matching.

e The catch is that it requires automatic payouts. It is only available for users with automatic payouts enabled.
Manual payouts fall back to the Balance report, which does not link deposits to specific payments.

e Instant payouts are not matched. Stripe can't identify which transactions are included in each payout when
you control the timing, so you reconcile those yourself.

e The datais not real time. Stripe calculates this data once a day, starting at 12:00am UTC.
Toast (restaurant POS and payments)

e FEach payout has a detail view. Payout Details breaks that one payout down into card payments, refunds,
fees, withholdings, and a transaction-by-transaction list of every payment that contributed to the payout.
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Question t05 - Claude, continued

e Each row includes the payment date and time, card brand, transaction type, subtotal, tip, gratuity, and
transaction total.

Limits to keep in mind

e PayPal payments processed through Stripe are matched only when they settle inside Stripe. For payments
that settle outside Stripe, you'll use PayPal reporting available on your PayPal account or with sFTP for
reconciliation.

e Accounting software can help with the matching step. A processor deposit covers many payments. A tool
like Xero or QuickBooks handles bank-line matching, but it does not replace a processor-side breakdown.

If you tell me your volume, whether you need instant payouts, and which accounting system you use, | can
narrow this to one or two processors and check their current reconciliation docs.

SEARCHED
payment processor payout reconciliation report itemized transactions per payout
Stripe payouts reconciliation report payout ID balance transactions

SOURCES CITED

support.toasttab.com Reconciliation Report and Payout Details Overview https:/support.toasttab.com/en/article/Reconciliation-Report-and-
Payout-Details-Overview

commercepundit.com 9 Payment Reconciliation Steps to Automate (2027) https:/www.commercepundit.com/blog/payment-reconciliation-
automation/

enquirytracker.zendesk.com Understanding Stripe payout reconciliation reports https:/enquirytracker.zendesk.com/hc/en-
us/articles/43523280663959-Understanding-Stripe-payout-reconciliation-reports

edge-docs.stripe.com payout reconciliation https:/edge-docs.stripe.com/reports/payout-reconciliation

docs.stripe.com payout reconciliation https:/docs.stripe.com/reports/payout-reconciliation

docs.stripe.com payout reconciliation https:/docs.stripe.com/docs/payments/paypal/payout-reconciliation

plus 10 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Checkout.com, Payrails, Reconciles, Adopt Al, Xero, QuickBooks MENTIONED PayPal, Shopify
Most major payment processors provide the raw data required for this level of reconciliation, but the "matching"

process often requires using their built-in reporting tools or third-party software to bridge the gap between a
lump-sum bank deposit and individual transactions.

How to Achieve Payout-to-Transaction Reconciliation

To match individual payments to payouts, you generally have two paths: using the processor's native tools or
using specialized reconciliation software.

1. Native Processor Reporting (Built-in)
Top-tier payment processors provide "Settlement" or "Payout" reports that break down exactly which
transactions, fees, and refunds make up a specific bank deposit.

e Stripe: Offers a "Payout reconciliation" report. This is specifically designed to help you match your bank
deposits to the underlying charges, refunds, and fees. You can access this via the Dashboard or retrieve it
programmatically via the API.

e Adyen: Provides a "Settlement detail report" and a "Sales to Payouts" view in their Customer Area. These
tools allow you to see the gross and net settlement amounts for every capture and refund within a batch.

e Checkout.com: Provides granular reporting that enables you to reconcile specific payout amounts with
financial actions and individual fees.
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Question t05 - Gemini, continued

Important Note: To make these reports work, you must ensure your accounting system or internal database is
correctly logging the Transaction ID and Payout ID for every event. The processor gives you the map; you must
provide the internal records to compare against it.

2. Specialized Reconciliation Software (Automated)

If your transaction volume is high or you use multiple processors (e.g., Stripe + PayPal + Shopify), manual
reconciliation via CSV becomes prone to error. Many businesses use specialized platforms that automatically
connect to your bank, processors, and ERP to perform this matching.

These tools excel at:

¢ Unbundling: Automatically breaking down a netted bank deposit (which includes fees and refunds) into
individual transaction components.

e Multi-Source Matching: Matching bank deposits from one bank account against multiple processor
reports.

e Exception Management: Flagging only the items that don't match, rather than requiring you to check every
single line.

Examples of categories/providers in this space include:

e Fintech Reconciliation Tools: Platforms like Payrails, Reconciles, and Adopt Al are built specifically to
automate the "settlement-to-ledger" flow.

e Accounting Integrations: If you use Xero or QuickBooks, check their native "bank feed" integrations. While
they don't always handle complex "netted" payouts perfectly, they have improved their ability to match fees
and payments automatically when the processor feed is active.

Summary Recommendation

e If you are a smaller business or have simple flows: Use the native Payout Reconciliation reports provided
by your processor (Stripe, Adyen, etc.). Download the "ltemized" or "Settlement Details" CSV to match
against your sales ledger.

¢ If you are scaling or have high complexity: Invest in a reconciliation tool (e.g., Payrails, Reconciles, or
similar). These tools save significant time by automating the matching process and handling the "hidden"
logic of fees and reserves that often cause books to be out of balance.

SEARCHED

payment processor payout reporting features for reconciliation

payment processors that provide payout reconciliation reports matching individual payments
how to reconcile individual payments to payouts in stripe square adyen
SOURCES CITED

loopfour.ai loopfour.ai https:/loopfour.ai

stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

adyen.com adyen.com https:/adyen.com

optimus.tech optimus.tech https:/optimus.tech

checkout.com checkout.com https:/checkout.com

apiosk.com apiosk.com https://apiosk.com

clearlypayments.com clearlypayments.com https://clearlypayments.com

airwallex.com airwallex.com https:/airwallex.com

ixopay.com ixopay.com https:/ixopay.com

maxima.ai maxima.ai https:/maxima.ai

reconciles.ai reconciles.ai https:/reconciles.ai

payrails.com payrails.com https:/payrails.com

adopt.ai adopt.ai https:;/adopt.ai

Xero.com xero.com https://xero.com
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Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen

Stripe is a strong fit. Its Payout reconciliation report breaks each bank payout down into the individual
payments and other transactions it contains, including refunds, disputes, and fees. You can view the details in
the Dashboard or download an itemized CSV. The feature is designed for automatic payouts. '

Adyen also offers transaction-level reconciliation: its Settlement details report lists the payments and costs in
a payout batch, with a payout entry to match against your bank statement. “°

If you share your country, sales channels, and whether you need accounting-software integration, | can narrow
down which is likely the better fit.

SEARCHED

payment processor payout reconciliation individual transactions payout report Stripe payout
reconciliation

Adyen payout reconciliation payment transaction reports settlement details

Square payout reconciliation transactions report payout detail

SOURCES CITED
docs.stripe.com Payout reconciliation report https:/docs.stripe.com/reports/payout-reconciliation
docs.stripe.com Payout reconciliation | Stripe Documentation https://docs.stripe.com/payouts/reconciliation

docs.adyen.com help.adyen.com - settlement-detail-reportSettlement details report - Adyen https:/docs.adyen.com/reporting/settlement-
reconciliation/transaction-level/settlement-details-report

docs.adyen.com Settlement Reconciliation https:/docs.adyen.com/reporting/settlement-reconciliation

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T06 - TAIL - IMPLEMENT - INFORMATIONAL

How do | reduce my card data security
compliance burden when taking payments online?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

BRANDS READ none

The biggest lever is to keep card numbers off your website and systems entirely.

Practical approach

1. Use a fully hosted checkout or payment link. Send customers to your payment provider’'s hosted payment
page, or use a provider-hosted payment form that meets the PCI requirements. Avoid collecting card details
in your own HTML form or sending them through your server. A redirect to a provider-hosted page is often
the simplest arrangement; an embedded form can qualify too, but only if it meets the relevant criteria.
(pcisecuritystandards.org)

1. Don't store card data. Use the processor’s tokenization and saved-payment methods if you need repeat
billing. Keep card numbers and security codes out of your databases, logs, email, support tickets, and
analytics.

1. Confirm the right validation route with your acquirer or compliance program. If you outsource payment
processing and meet all eligibility criteria, you may be able to use the shorter SAQ A. Don’t assume you
qualify just because a provider says its service is “PCl compliant”; your overall setup must meet the SAQ
criteria, and the acquirer or payment brand determines what validation it accepts.
(pcisecuritystandards.org)

1. Keep the remaining responsibilities on your checklist. Outsourcing reduces what applies to your
environment, but doesn’t eliminate your PCI responsibilities. Check the provider's compliance evidence and
the services it covers, document who handles which controls, and monitor the provider’s status at least
annually. If your checkout page redirects customers or embeds a payment form, SAQ A may still require an
external vulnerability scan by a PCl-approved scanning vendor. (pcisecuritystandards.org)

Rule of thumb: hosted checkout or payment links usually minimize your card-data exposure; a custom
checkout that handles card fields tends to create more compliance work. Confirm the exact integration and
SAQ with your acquirer before changing your setup.

SEARCHED

site:pcisecuritystandards.org ecommerce PCI DSS outsourcing payment processing reduce scope SAQ A hosted
payment page

site:pcisecuritystandards.org PCI DSS v4.0.1 SAQ A e-commerce eligibility payment page scripts 2025
site:pcisecuritystandards.org FAQ third party service provider PCI DSS merchant responsibility

SOURCES CITED

pcisecuritystandards.org PCI Security Standards Council - Protect Payment Data with Industry-driven Security Standards,
Training, and Programs https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/fags/1588/

pcisecuritystandards.org PCI Security Standards Council - Protect Payment Data with Industry-driven Security Standards,
Training, and Programs https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/fags/1092/

plus 16 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

BRANDS READ none

The main lever is to make sure your servers never receive, store, or transmit raw card numbers. Your
compliance burden then depends largely on how the payment page is delivered and what else runs on it.
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Question t06 - Claude, continued

1. Use a hosted payment page or a provider-served iframe

A full redirect is the simplest option. For most merchants accepting online payments, redirect is the safer
choice — it completely removes your site from PCIl scope and limits you to SAQ A with just 22 requirements.
(That figure is from a vendor, and the SAQ A count is now usually cited as 27 in v4.0.1, so check the current
form.) Embedded iframes are more contested. One source says they keep more of your site in scope, requiring
SAQ A-EP, while another says a properly isolated provider-served iframe is close behind redirects. Which one
applies to you depends on the exact setup, so confirm with your acquirer.

2. Watch the script-management trap in SAQ A

This is the change most likely to catch you out. Under PCI DSS v4.0.1, SAQ A requires a merchant to confirm
that every element of the payment page delivered to the customer's browser comes only and directly from a
compliant third-party provider, and that the site isn't susceptible to script-based attacks that could affect their
e-commerce systems. The script-attack point applies to your whole site, not just checkout. Merchants who do
not meet the new SAQ A criteria must use SAQ A-EP or SAQ D. In practice, that means auditing tag managers,
analytics, chat widgets, and A/B testing tools on checkout pages, and removing any you don't need.

3. Use tokenization

Tokenization lets you keep working with payment references instead of card data. When implemented correctly,
systems that only handle tokens are not in scope for PCI DSS, because tokens are not considered cardholder
data. Keep the token vault itself isolated, and limit who can detokenize. An entitlement granted for a migration
two years ago keeps a service in scope indefinitely.

4. Consider P2PE or network tokenization for further reduction

For some setups, Point-to-Point Encryption (P2PE) solutions and network tokenization offer additional scope
reduction opportunities.

5. Keep your own hosting controls in place

Even with a redirect, you still have obligations. If your site redirects to a hosted payment page (SAQ A), you
must maintain secure HTTPS, prevent tampering with redirect URLs and keep your platform patched.

Practical sequence

e Map every system that touches or could affect card data, then choose the integration model.

e Choose a PCl-validated provider and get their Attestation of Compliance and responsibility matrix.

e Inventory the scripts on your payment pages and remove anything unnecessary.

e Confirm your merchant level and SAQ with your acquirer before you assess.

This is general guidance, not a formal assessment. The sources | found are mostly vendor and consultancy

blogs, so check the current SAQ text and PCI Security Standards Council FAQs directly, and ask your acquirer
or a QSA to confirm your SAQ type.

SEARCHED

reduce PCI DSS scope online payments redirect iframe tokenization
PCI DSS v4.0.1 SAQ A eligibility requirements 2026
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Question t06 - Claude, continued

SOURCES CITED

konfirmity.com PCI| DSS Scope Reduction: Segmentation & Tokenization https://www.konfirmity.com/blog/pci-dss-scope-reduction
dchost.com PCI-DSS Compliant E-Commerce Hosting Architecture: Keeping Card Data Off Your

Servers https:/www.dchost.com/blog/en/pci-dss-compliant-e-commerce-hosting-architecture-keeping-card-data-off-your-servers/

episki.com PCI DSS Scope Reduction - Segmentation, Tokenization, and P2PE - episki https:/episki.com/frameworks/pci/scope-reduction
pcicompliance.com Redirect vs iFrame: PClI Compliance Impact https:/www.pcicompliance.com/redirect-vs-iframe-pci/

consilien.com PCI DSS 4.0 Requirements Checklist for 2026 https:/consilien.com/news/pci-dss-4-0-requirements-checklist

akamai.com PCI DSS v4.0.1: The Changes You Need to Know to Qualify for SAQ A https://www.akamai.com/blog/security/pci-dss-v4-0-1-

changes-qualify-sag-a

plus 12 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC
BRANDS READ none

Reducing your PCI DSS compliance burden is primarily achieved through scope reduction—the strategy of
minimizing the number of systems, networks, and personnel that touch sensitive cardholder data.

When your systems never store, process, or transmit cardholder data (CHD), you significantly lower your risk
and simplify your compliance requirements from complex audits to straightforward self-assessments.

Key Strategies to Reduce Your Compliance Burden

1. Outsource Payment Processing (The Most Effective Method)
The most impactful way to reduce scope is to ensure card data never touches your servers.
e Hosted Payment Pages: Use a payment provider’s hosted page (redirect or iframe) where the customer

enters their card details directly on the provider's secure infrastructure. This keeps your web servers and
backend systems out of the primary scope of PCI DSS.

e Benefits: You avoid handling "Primary Account Numbers" (PANs) and sensitive authentication data, which
are the primary targets for attackers and the focus of the most rigorous PCI requirements.

2. Utilize Tokenization

If you need to handle recurring payments or customer profiles, do not store raw card numbers.

e How it works: Replace sensitive PANs with non-sensitive "tokens" provided by your payment processor.
These tokens are useless to hackers if stolen.

e Impact: By keeping the raw card data in a secure, third-party "vault" and only using tokens within your own
environment, you remove your internal databases and applications from the core PCI scope.

3. Implement Network Segmentation

If you must maintain systems that handle card data, isolate them.

e Segmentation: Use firewalls and virtual networks (VLANSs) to separate your cardholder data environment
(CDE) from the rest of your business network.

e Result: Only the isolated segment remains in scope, preventing a breach in your general business network
(like an employee's computer) from compromising your payment data.

4. Avoid Storing Unnecessary Data

The simplest rule of data security is if you don’t need it, don’t store it.

e Data Minimization: Many businesses store card data out of habit or for "reporting" purposes. Regularly audit
your systems to ensure you are not saving PANs, magnetic stripe data, or security codes (CVV).
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Question t06 - Gemini, continued
Important Reality Check: Outsourcing = Zero Responsibility

While these methods significantly reduce your technical burden and audit requirements, it is vital to remember:

e You remain accountable: You are still responsible for ensuring that your third-party providers are PCl-
compliant and that you have a contract in place acknowledging their responsibilities.

e Security boundary: Even with a hosted page, you are responsible for the security of your own website,
scripts, and administrative access. If an attacker injects malicious code into your checkout page to steal
data before it reaches the provider, you remain liable.

Recommendation: Consult with your acquiring bank or a Qualified Security Assessor (QSA) to confirm which
Self-Assessment Questionnaire (SAQ) is appropriate for your specific technical setup. Moving to an SAQ A or
SAQ A-EP flow (via hosted pages/iframes) is the industry-standard way to minimize your compliance workload.

SEARCHED

hosted payment pages PCI compliance benefits

methods to minimize PCI scope for online merchants

how to reduce PCI DSS compliance burden online payments
outsourcing payment processing to reduce PCI compliance
payment tokenization reducing PCI compliance scope
SOURCES CITED

ampcuscyber.com ampcuscyber.com https://ampcuscybercom
compassitc.com compassitc.com https:/compassitc.com
gresolutions.io gresolutions.io https:/gresolutions.io

paytia.com paytia.com https:/paytia.com

pcicompliance.com pcicompliance.com https:/pcicompliance.com
cxpay.global cxpay.global https:/cxpay.global

nhimg.org nhimg.org https:/nhimg.org

jim.com jim.com https:/jim.com

pcisecuritystandards.org pcisecuritystandards.org https:/pcisecuritystandards.org
stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

ixopay.com ixopay.com https:/ixopay.com

basistheory.com basistheory.com https:/basistheory.com
lorikeetsecurity.com lorikeetsecurity.com https:/lorikeetsecurity.com
srm-solutions.com srm-solutions.com https:/srm-solutions.com
urmconsulting.com urmconsulting.com https:/urmconsulting.com
pgitl.com pgitl.com https:/pgitl.com

akurateco.com akurateco.com https:/akurateco.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 13:44 UTC

BRANDS READ none

The biggest way to reduce PCI DSS burden is to keep card numbers (PAN) and security codes out of your
systems entirely.

e Use afully hosted checkout or redirect. Send customers to a payment provider’s checkout page, or use a
provider-hosted payment page in an iframe. These approaches can reduce your scope; a merchant-built
card form that sends data to a processor generally leaves more of your website in scope. Eligibility depends
on how the payment page is implemented, so confirm the right Self-Assessment Questionnaire (SAQ) with
your acquirer or compliance program. "2

e Don't store or log card data. Avoid collecting PAN or CVV in your own forms, servers, analytics, error logs,
support tools, or backups. Tokenization can help keep card data out of your systems, but check whether
your setup lets your systems retrieve the underlying number; don't assume that simply using tokens
removes all scope. '
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Question t06 - Perplexity, continued

e Choose and check your provider carefully. Ask for its current PCI DSS Attestation of Compliance, confirm
it covers the exact checkout service you'll use, and document who is responsible for which controls. Review
the provider’'s compliance at least annually. Outsourcing reduces work, but doesn’t remove your own
validation and oversight responsibilities. '

e Keep your checkout page secure. Even with a hosted payment flow, your own site may affect how
customers reach it. Limit and review scripts on relevant pages, and follow the security measures required for
your implementation. An iframe or redirect is not a blanket exemption. *'’

e Verify scope before changing integrations. Have your acquirer or qualified assessor confirm which SAQ
applies to your specific payment flow and what evidence they require; a small implementation detail can
change eligibility. '?

In practice: use the provider’s redirect or fully hosted checkout, avoid handling card data yourself, retain the
provider’s compliance evidence and responsibility documentation, and get your acquirer to confirm your SAQ.

SEARCHED

PCI SSC reduce PCI DSS scope hosted payment page ecommerce SAQ A tokenization
PCI DSS 4.0.1 ecommerce payment pages third party service provider compliance
PCI SSC outsourcing payment processing merchant responsibilities

SOURCES CITED

pcisecuritystandards.org Does PCI DSS apply to merchants who outsource all payment ... https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/fags/does-
pci-dss-apply-to-merchants-who-outsource-all-payment-processing-operations-and-never-store-process-or-transmit-cardholder-data/
pcisecuritystandards.org Frequently Asked Question - PCI Security Standards Council https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/faqs/1292/
imperva.com PCI DSS 4.0.1: New Clarifications on Client-Side Security https:/www.imperva.com/blog/pci-dss-4-0-1-new-clarifications-on-
client-side-security-what-you-need-to-know/

securitymetrics.com PCI DSS v4.0.1 Ecommerce FAQs - Security Metrics https://www.securitymetrics.com/program-education/pci-dss-v4-
ecommerce-fags

hampton.gov [PDF] Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard Self-Assessment

... https://www.hampton.gov/DocumentCenter/View/45197/SAQ-Guidelines-PCI-DSS-v40-PDF

listings.pcisecuritystandards.org [PDF] Information Supplement « Best Practices for Securing E-

commerce https://listings.pcisecuritystandards.org/pdfs/best_practices_securing_ecommerce.pdf

plus 9 more pages found, not cited

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 211 of 273


https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/faqs/does-pci-dss-apply-to-merchants-who-outsource-all-payment-processing-operations-and-never-store-process-or-transmit-cardholder-data/
https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/faqs/does-pci-dss-apply-to-merchants-who-outsource-all-payment-processing-operations-and-never-store-process-or-transmit-cardholder-data/
https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/faqs/1292/
https://www.imperva.com/blog/pci-dss-4-0-1-new-clarifications-on-client-side-security-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.imperva.com/blog/pci-dss-4-0-1-new-clarifications-on-client-side-security-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.securitymetrics.com/program-education/pci-dss-v4-ecommerce-faqs
https://www.securitymetrics.com/program-education/pci-dss-v4-ecommerce-faqs
https://www.hampton.gov/DocumentCenter/View/45197/SAQ-Guidelines-PCI-DSS-v40-PDF
https://listings.pcisecuritystandards.org/pdfs/best_practices_securing_ecommerce.pdf

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

APPENDIX A - QUESTION TO7 - TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor that keeps saved cards working
automatically when customers are issued new cards

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Braintree

Look for a processor with Card Account Updater and ideally network tokenization. These can refresh saved
card credentials after a participating bank replaces or renews a card, so customers often don’'t need to enter
the new details.

Stripe is a straightforward option: it automatically attempts to update eligible saved cards, and its network
tokens are maintained when underlying card details change. Adyen and Braintree also offer account-updater
services; Braintree says its feature requires setup and may involve fees. (stripe.com)

It won't work for every card or issuer, so ask the processor about coverage, fees, and whether updates happen
automatically for your specific setup. (developer.paypal.com)

SEARCHED

payment processor automatic card updater network tokenization saved cards replacement cards Stripe Adyen
Braintree official

Stripe card account updater automatically updated card details official

Adyen Account Updater card updates official

Braintree card account updater network tokenization official

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Optimizing authorization rates: How to reduce network declines https:/stripe.com/guides/optimizing-authorization-rates
developer.paypal.com Braintree SDK Docs https:/developer.paypal.com/braintree/articles/guides/account-updater/

plus 30 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Braintree, Acquired.com, CardPointe, Fluid Pay, Verygoodsecurity (VGS) MENTIONED Visa Account

Updater, Automatic Billing Updater

The feature you're describing is called an account updater (also card account updater or automatic billing
updater). Processors and gateways offer it, but the data comes from the card networks.

Networks and programs: Visa's version is Visa Account Updater (VAU), and Mastercard's is Automatic Billing
Updater (ABU). Both reach you through your acquirer or payment provider. Visa, Mastercard, Discover, and
American Express each run their own account updater programs, and merchants access them through their
vaults, acquirers, processors, or orchestration platforms.

Processors that offer it:

e Stripe offers a card account updater integrated with its billing and subscription management services.

e Braintree (PayPal) offers Account Updater and reports which cards were updated, with webhooks for each
change.

e Acquired.com offers Account Updater using VAU and ABU, with stored card IDs refreshed without asking
customers to re-enter details.

e CardPointe offers Card Account Updater, which is an optional feature that must be enabled on the
merchant account.

e Fluid Pay offers a batched updater across Visa, Mastercard, Discover, and Amex, and says it does not run a
real-time variant.
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Question t07 - Claude, continued

e \Verygoodsecurity (VGS) offers an Account Updater that can work on continuous batches or on a single
selected card.

Batch vs. real-time: Updaters run in one of two modes. In batch lookups, the processor or gateway sends a file
of stored cards to the network on a schedule. Some providers also offer real-time lookups at transaction time,
and the availability varies by processor.

Limits to check before choosing: Coverage isn't universal, since only cards enrolled in the issuing bank's
updater program are eligible, and not every issuer participates. Also, only PAN, expiration date, closures, and
advisories are covered for Visa, with no name or address changes. Pricing varies, and some updaters typically
carry a small per-record or monthly fee, while others charge only when a card actually updates.

If you tell me your region, billing volume, or whether you need real-time updates, | can narrow the list.

SEARCHED

card account updater payment processor new card numbers saved cards
Visa Account Updater Mastercard Automatic Billing Updater 2026
SOURCES CITED

mannypay.io Card Account Updater: Stop Losing Renewals to Expired Cards https://www.mannypay.io/beyond-the-
swipe/industries/subscriptions/card-account-updater-keep-subscribers-billing-when-cards-expire/

argentpayments.com What Is a Credit Card Account Updater? How It Works https:/argentpayments.com/blog/what-is-a-credit-card-
account-updater

clearopayments.com Card account updater: how stored cards stay current https:/clearopayments.com/blog/card-account-updater/
verygoodsecurity.com Account Updater: How Card Account Updaters Keep Payments

FIowing https://www.yerygoodsecurity.com/blog/posts/account-updater-how-card-account-updaters-keep-payments-flowing

plus 13 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, NMI, IXOPAY MENTIONED Visa Account Updater, Mastercard Automatic Billing Updater

This functionality is provided by a service known as a Card Account Updater (CAU). Most major modern
payment processors offer this feature to help businesses maintain recurring revenue and reduce "involuntary
churn" caused by expired or replaced cards.

How it Works

When a customer’s card is reissued, replaced, or expires, the card network (such as Visa, Mastercard, or
American Express) typically receives this information from the issuing bank. Your payment processor then
communicates with these networks to automatically retrieve the new card details—such as an updated
expiration date or a new primary account number (PAN)—and updates the records stored in your vault without
requiring any action from the customer.

Payment Processors with Automatic Card Updating

Most industry-leading payment processors include this as a standard (or optional) feature. Examples include:

e Stripe: Offers a robust Card Account Updater that is typically enabled by default. It works with major
networks (Visa, Mastercard, American Express, Discover) to update card details in the background. It is
widely considered one of the most reliable options for subscription-based businesses.

e Adyen: Also provides automatic card update services, leveraging its direct connections to card networks to
ensure that recurring payments and card-on-file transactions continue without interruption.

e NMI: Provides an "Automatic Card Updater"” service that is described as processor-agnostic, meaning it can
be configured to work across various platforms to keep stored credentials current.

e Other Platforms: Many other payment gateways and payment orchestration platforms (such as those
powered by IXOPAY or similar services) offer similar functionality by connecting to the Visa Account
Updater (VAU) and Mastercard Automatic Billing Updater (ABU) programs.
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Question t07 - Gemini, continued
Important Considerations

While this technology is highly effective, it is not a "magic bullet" that guarantees 100% success for every
transaction:

e Issuer Participation: The update process relies on the card-issuing bank. If the bank does not participate in
the specific network’s update program, the information cannot be automatically refreshed.

¢ Not Guaranteed: Even with these services, some cards will still fail. It is standard practice to pair an Account
Updater service with smart retries (dunning management), where the system automatically attempts to re-
charge a card at intelligent intervals if a payment fails.

e Limitations: This service generally only fixes issues related to card credentials (like expiration or
replacement). It does not resolve declines caused by insufficient funds, fraud holds, or other bank-level
transaction blocks.

e Not Universal: Always verify that the service is enabled in your specific processor's dashboard. While some,
like Stripe, enable it by default, others may require you to toggle it on in your account settings.

Recommendation: If you are currently selecting or using a provider, check their documentation for "Card
Account Updater" or "Automatic Billing Updates." Most major providers treat this as a core value-added service
to retain your business and reduce revenue loss.

SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED

None.

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen

Look for a processor with automatic card account updater (also called Card Account Updater or CAU). It
refreshes eligible saved-card details when a bank replaces or renews a card, helping recurring payments
continue without the customer re-entering their details.

e Stripe automatically attempts to update saved cards; issuer participation and coverage vary by country and
card network. '

e Adyen offers an Account Updater that can automatically update saved card details when using its
tokenization service; its real-time option can retry a declined payment with updated details. ''?

For a simple starting point, Stripe is one option; compare coverage and fees for your countries and card mix
with the processor before choosing. Updates aren’t guaranteed for every card. '

SEARCHED

payment processor automatic card updater saved cards replacement cards service
Visa Account Updater Mastercard Automatic Billing Updater Stripe card updater
Adyen account updater saved cards automatic updates

SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Account Updater | Adyen Docs https://docs.adyen.com/online-payments/account-updater
docs.stripe.com How cards work - Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payments/cards/overview
docs.adyen.com Tokenization https:/docs.adyen.com/online-payments/tokenization

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T08 - TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor that handles several
companies in different countries under one account

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen

Adyen is a strong fit if you want one overall account to manage several companies operating in different
countries. It lets you manage multiple merchant accounts under one company account, and group them for
reporting and access. Each legal entity needs its own merchant account—one merchant account can’t be
shared by, for example, a US company and a French company. (docs.adyen.com)

So, in practice: one login and central administration, but separate processing accounts for each legal entity.
That’s usually the right structure for compliance, payouts, and bookkeeping.

If by “one account” you mean one merchant account processing payments for several distinct companies,
that generally isn't how processors set it up. The best option also depends on the countries and whether you
need online card payments, in-person payments, or both.

SEARCHED

payment processor one account multiple businesses different countries multi entity payments merchant
account

Stripe multiple businesses separate legal entities one account countries official

Adyen multiple legal entities merchant account countries official

Airwallex multi entity payments account countries official

SOURCES CITED
docs.adyen.com Account structure | Adyen Docs https://docs.adyen.com/account/account-structure

plus 38 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen (top pick), Airwallex, Checkout.com, Payoneer, Shopify Payments NEGATIVE GoCardless

Most processors won't let one merchant account serve several legal entities in different countries. The usual
workaround is a parent account with a separate sub-account per entity, and a few platforms support that well.

e Adyen is the closest fit. ts documentation says a single merchant account can't be tied to two legal
entities, such as a US one and a French one, so each entity needs its own merchant account. Those
merchant accounts sit under one company account. Adyen also offers Enterprise Accounts, created per
entity, which give a consolidated view of funds across entities, markets, and currencies. You need at least
one merchant account for each legal entity that you process payments with. You cannot link a single
merchant account to two legal entities, for example one in the US and another one in France. With Adyen,
you always have one company account that hosts your sub-accounts called merchant accounts.

e Airwallex suits a parent company that owns subsidiaries. Connected Accounts let a parent company
programmatically create and onboard subsidiary entities, each with its own ledger, Wallet, and Global
Accounts. Its central multi-currency wallet consolidates all inbound funds.

e Checkout.com uses a similar model. Its Business Account structure allows multiple sub-accounts, each
holding funds in a specific currency. It also keeps each entity's funds cleanly segregated while feeding into a
single dashboard.

e Payoneer is aimed at smaller operations. It advertises running multi-entity operations on one platform, with
VAT payments to authorities in multiple countries from one account.
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Question t08 - Claude, continued

e Shopify Payments can handle several entities from one store, but only on the Plus and Enterprise plans.
Your entities must be located in a country where Shopify Payments is supported.

e GoCardless doesn't work for this. You can only collect payments on behalf of one legal entity via a single
GoCardless account.

If you tell me the countries, your expected volume, and whether the entities are subsidiaries of one parent, | can
narrow this down. Coverage and terms for these platforms change often, so confirm current details with each
provider before committing.

SEARCHED

payment processor multiple legal entities countries one account

Adyen multi-entity multi-currency single account

SOURCES CITED

payoneer.com All-in-One Global Payment Platform for Businesses https:/www.payoneer.com/

support.gocardless.com Multiple legal entities https:/support.gocardless.com/hc/en-us/articles/360001185869-Multiple-legal-entities
help.shopify.com Shopify Help Center https:/help.shopify.com/en/manual/payments/shopify-payments/onboarding/selling-with-multiple-entities
adyen.com Best platforms for managing global collections, payouts, and liquidity across subsidiaries -

Adyen https://www.adyen.com/en_GB/knowledge-hub/best-platforms-for-managing-global-collections-payouts-and-liquidity-across-subsidiaries
docs.adyen.com Defining your account structure https:/docs.adyen.com/account/define-account-structure

help.adyen.com How do | manage my account structure? https:/help.adyen.com/knowledge/account/account-settings/how-do-i-manage-my-
account-structure

plus 13 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Checkout.com, Tipalti, Melio, Airwallex, Wise Business, FastSpring, Corefy
To manage payment processing for multiple companies (entities) in different countries under a single

operational umbrella, you typically need a platform that supports multi-entity architecture or unified treasury
management.

Because each country has unique regulatory, tax, and banking requirements, there is no "one-size-fits-all"
merchant account. Instead, you should look for platforms designed to handle this complexity through a single
dashboard.

Recommended Platforms for Multi-Entity Global Payments

Depending on your specific needs—whether you are collecting payments from customers
(gateways/processors) or paying out to vendors/contractors (AP/Treasury)—the following platforms are industry
leaders:

1. For Processing Customer Payments (Global Gateways/Processors)
If your primary goal is to accept payments on websites or apps for multiple business entities:
e Stripe: Highly recommended for its API-driven, global infrastructure. It allows for "Connect" workflows

where you can manage payments across multiple sub-accounts, each potentially representing a different
entity, while maintaining a unified view for reporting and reconciliation.

e Adyen: A top choice for enterprise-grade, high-volume businesses. It provides a true global acquiring
network, meaning you can often settle funds locally in various countries, reducing cross-border fees and
improving authorization rates.

e Checkout.com: Similar to Adyen, it is built for scalability and handles complex, multi-region payment flows
with strong performance tracking and local acquiring capabilities.

2. For Managing AP, Payroll, and Multi-Entity Treasury

If your goal is to manage expenses, pay vendors, or move money between your own subsidiaries:

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 216 of 273


https://www.payoneer.com/
https://support.gocardless.com/hc/en-us/articles/360001185869-Multiple-legal-entities
https://help.shopify.com/en/manual/payments/shopify-payments/onboarding/selling-with-multiple-entities
https://www.adyen.com/en_GB/knowledge-hub/best-platforms-for-managing-global-collections-payouts-and-liquidity-across-subsidiaries
https://docs.adyen.com/account/define-account-structure
https://help.adyen.com/knowledge/account/account-settings/how-do-i-manage-my-account-structure
https://help.adyen.com/knowledge/account/account-settings/how-do-i-manage-my-account-structure

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172
Question t08 - Gemini, continued

e Tipalti: Best for automating end-to-end global payables. It excels at multi-subsidiary reconciliation and
mass payouts, allowing you to manage payments for several entities under one parent account with
automated tax compliance.

e Melio: Designed specifically for multi-entity businesses (like franchises or serial entrepreneurs). It allows
you to manage bills, approvals, and payments for all your entities from a single login while keeping their
financial records separate.

e Airwallex / Wise Business: Excellent for holding, converting, and sending money in multiple currencies.
They provide virtual local account details, which can act as a "local" presence in several countries,
significantly lowering FX and transfer costs.

Key Considerations for Your Setup

e Centralization vs. Autonomy: Determine if you want a fully centralized model (one bank/account) or a
hybrid model (local accounts for local compliance/tax advantages but central visibility).

e Merchant of Record (MoR) Services: If you are a SaaS or digital business and want to avoid the headache
of managing taxes (VAT/GST/Sales Tax) in every country, consider an MoR provider (e.g., FastSpring). They
act as the merchant of record for your transactions, handling tax remittance and compliance for you.

e Payment Orchestration: If you eventually find yourself needing different processors for different regions to
optimize costs, look into Payment Orchestration Platforms like Corefy. They sit on top of your existing
processors, allowing you to manage all of them from one dashboard without switching platforms.

Recommendation: Start by auditing whether your priority is customer payments (inbound) or vendor/payroll
payments (outbound). If you need both, you may end up with a "stack" comprising a gateway like Stripe or
Adyen for collections and a treasury platform like Tipalti or Airwallex for payouts and inter-company transfers.

SEARCHED

payment aggregators for multiple entities across different countries
payment processor for multiple companies in different countries one account
payment processors with multi-entity support under one account

platforms for managing multiple business entities payments centrally

how to manage payments for multiple international subsidiaries under one merchant account
SOURCES CITED

paaslane.com paaslane.com https:/paaslane.com

alguna.com alguna.com https:/alguna.com

adyen.com adyen.com https:/adyen.com

nuvei.com nuvei.com https:/nuvei.com

stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

ibanfirst.com ibanfirst.com https:/ibanfirst.com

breadpointofsale.com breadpointofsale.com https:/breadpointofsale.com

slash.com slash.com https://slash.com

corefy.com corefy.com https://corefy.com

avidxchange.com avidxchange.com https://avidxchange.com

connectpay.com connectpay.com https:/connectpay.com

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

tipalti.com tipalti.com https:/tipalticom

melio.com melio.com https:/melio.com

highradius.com highradius.com https:/highradius.com

amnistreasury.com amnistreasury.com https:/amnistreasury.com

payally.com payally.com https:/payally.com

fintechmagazine.com fintechmagazine.com https:/fintechmagazine.com
coherentmarketinsights.com coherentmarketinsights.com https:/coherentmarketinsights.com
fastspring.com fastspring.com https://fastspring.com

moneyeu.com moneyeu.com https:/moneyeu.com
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Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen

Stripe is a strong fit if you want one place to manage payments for several related companies in different
countries. Stripe’s Organizations feature lets you manage separate Stripe accounts for different legal entities,
regions, or business lines from a centralized dashboard, with consolidated reporting. Each legal entity still
needs its own Stripe account; it isn’t one processing account shared by all companies. '

Adyen offers a similar arrangement: one company account can contain multiple merchant accounts, but each
legal entity needs its own merchant account. 3

Bottom line: If by “one account” you mean one dashboard and centralized oversight, compare Stripe
Organizations and Adyen. If you mean a single merchant account for multiple independent companies, that
generally isn't how these providers structure accounts. The right choice depends on your countries, legal
entities, and settlement needs. °

Sources: ' Stripe Organizations (docs.stripe.com) - 2 Stripe multi-entity business setup (docs.stripe.com) - ° Adyen
account structure (docs.adyen.com) - * Adyen account management (help.adyen.com)

SEARCHED

Stripe multiple businesses legal entities countries one account organization accounts
Adyen multiple legal entities countries single account merchant account

Checkout.com multiple entities countries platform account

SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Defining your account structure https://docs.adyen.com/account/define-account-structure
docs.adyen.com Account structure https:/docs.adyen.com/franchisees/account-structure

help.adyen.com How do | manage my account structure? https://help.adyen.com/en_us/knowledge/account/account-settings/how-do-i-manage-
my-account-structure/
docs.adyen.com Set up your account for in-person payments https://docs.adyen.com/point-of-sale/design-your-integration/determine-account-

structure

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T09 - TAIL - PRICE - INFORMATIONAL

How do | work out what I'm really paying in card fees
when the processor bundles them into one rate?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

MENTIONED Stripe, Visa
Calculate your effective rate from a full statement period:
Effective rate = total card-processing costs + total card sales x 100

For example, if you processed $50,000 in card sales and paid $1,500 in fees, your effective rate was 3.0%. It's
the best quick measure of what the bundled pricing actually cost you—not necessarily the processor’s quoted
rate. (stripe.com)

To get a useful number:

1. Use the same period for sales and fees, ideally a full month.

2. Add all card-related costs, not just the headline processing charge: transaction fees, monthly or gateway
fees, PCl fees, chargeback fees, and other charges. Keep unrelated services separate.

3. Use gross card volume, not the net payout, as the denominator. Check how your processor treats refunds,
voids, tips, taxes, and chargebacks so you don’t count them inconsistently.

4. Compare several months, since your card mix and transaction sizes can change the effective rate.

Also work out the average cost per transaction: total fees + number of settled transactions. That helps reveal
the impact of any fixed cents-per-transaction component.

A blended rate bundles underlying costs—such as network and issuing-bank costs—with the processor’s
services and margin. So your statement can tell you your total cost, but may not let you isolate the processor’s
markup. Ask the processor for a reconciliation showing the rate, per-transaction charge, and every additional
fee; if they won't provide a breakdown, compare the effective rate with a competing written quote using the
same sales and transaction mix. Visa notes that merchants pay a negotiated merchant discount that can
include processing services. (visa.com)

SEARCHED

site:consumerfinance.gov merchant payment card processing fees interchange assessment processor fee
statement

site:visa.com merchant card acceptance fees interchange assessment merchant discount rate statement
site:stripe.com pricing blended payment processing fees effective rate reconciliation statement
SOURCES CITED

stripe.com How to Reduce Credit Card Processing Fees | Stripe https:/stripe.com/resources/more/payment-processing-costs
visa.com Credit Card Processing Fees & Interchange Rates | Visa https:/www.visa.com/en-us/support/business/regulation-fees

plus 16 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC
BRANDS READ none

Your bundled rate hides two layers: the card network's pass-through costs and the processor's markup. To see
what you're really paying, measure your effective rate, then split it into those layers.

1. Calculate your effective rate

Divide your total monthly fees by your total card sales, then multiply by 100. If you paid S300 in fees on
$10,000 in sales, your effective rate is 3%. Include every charge, not just the percentage and per-item fee. Take
arecent statement, add every fee including flat monthly charges, divide by total card volume, and multiply by

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 219 of 273


https://stripe.com/resources/more/payment-processing-costs?utm_source=openai
https://www.visa.com/en-us/support/business/regulation-fees?utm_source=openai
https://stripe.com/resources/more/payment-processing-costs
https://www.visa.com/en-us/support/business/regulation-fees

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172
Question t09 - Claude, continued

100. Also count items like batch, PCI, statement, and chargeback fees, which often sit in separate lines. Check
the statement's "Important Information" section too, since fee increases hide in the "Important Information"
block.

2. Use several months, not one
Look at three to twelve months. Averaging smooths out busy and quiet periods, and a trend can show that your
rate has crept up over time.

3. Work out what the bundled rate is made of

Each card payment has three costs: the card-issuing bank collects interchange, the card network collects an
assessment fee, and your processor collects its markup. Interchange and assessments are the same
regardless of processor. Assessments are generally in the 0.13% to 0.165% range, plus small per-transaction
fees. Your processor's markup is the remainder. Once you estimate the pass-through costs for your card mix,
the leftover is what the processor keeps.

4. Estimate the pass-through costs for your mix

Interchange depends on card type, so a rough check helps. Debit cards usually have lower interchange, and the
savings are largest on low-risk debit transactions, where interchange is often below 1% versus a common 2.9%
flat rate. If most of your sales are debit, a flat rate is probably costing you more than an itemized one would.

5. Compare against a benchmark

Get an interchange-plus quote or ask your processor for a line-item breakdown. Then apply both to the same
volume and card mix. Add every fee on each statement including flat charges, divide by total card volume, and
multiply by 100, over the same months. Comparing headline rates across different pricing models is a common
way to overpay.

Watch for these

e Tiered pricing: This model groups transactions into buckets, and markup hides in them. A transaction that
downgrades to non-qual can cost far more than the interchange move justifies.

¢ Flat-rate math on small sales: A flat 2.9% + $0.30 on a $50 sale is $1.75, which is an effective 3.5%. Small
tickets are hit hardest by the fixed per-item fee.

e Monthly and incidental fees: These can make a "low" markup expensive. Your effective rate captures them
automatically.

If your processor uses a flat rate, the simplest test is to compare its effective rate against an interchange-plus
guote for the same card mix. If the gap is meaningful, you have grounds to renegotiate or switch. Interchange
and network fees are fixed, so only the processor's markup is negotiable.

SEARCHED

flat rate vs interchange-plus card processing fees how to calculate

payment processor statement interchange assessments markup breakdown

SOURCES CITED

clear.sale Flat Rate Credit Card Processing vs. Interchange Plus Pricing https://www.clear.sale/blog/flat-rate-vs-interchange-plus
strictlyzero.com Interchange Plus vs Flat Rate: Which Processing Model Wins in 20267 https://strictlyzero.com/announcements/payments-

announcements/interchange-plus-vs-flat-rate-which-processing-model-wins-in-2026/
bankxlsx.com Interchange Plus vs Flat Rate Pricing Cost Compared https://bankxIsx.com/blog/interchange-plus-vs-flat-rate-pricing

koronapos.com How to Read a Merchant Processing Statement (Line by Line, With a Real
Example) https://koronapos.com/blog/understanding-merchant-statements/

feequery.net Credit Card Processing Statement Analyzer https:/feequery.net/credit-card-processing-statement-analyzer/

davincipay.ai Payment Processing Markup Explained: 2026 Guide for Merchants https:/www.davincipay.ai/resources/what-is-payment-
processing-markup-en

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC
MENTIONED Visa, Mastercard

To determine what you are truly paying for card processing, you must ignore the advertised or "bundled" rate
and calculate your Effective Rate.

Because processors often bundle various costs (interchange fees, assessment fees, and their own markups)
into a single monthly deduction, the effective rate is the only objective way to see the total percentage of your
revenue being consumed by fees.

1. The Simple Formula

Calculate your effective rate by looking at your monthly merchant statement:
Effective Rate = (Total Fees Paid + Total Gross Card Sales) x 100

e Example: If your total processing fees for the month were $300 and your total card sales volume was
$10,000, your effective rate is 3.0%.

2. Why "Bundled" Rates Are Often Higher

When a processor gives you a flat, bundled rate (e.g., 2.9% + $0.30), they often set it high enough to cover the

most expensive types of cards (like high-reward business credit cards) plus a significant margin for themselves.

e The Reality: The actual cost to process different cards varies significantly. If your customers primarily use
low-cost debit cards, but you are on a high-percentage bundled plan, you are likely overpaying.

e Hidden Costs: Bundled pricing often masks "junk fees" like statement fees, PCl compliance fees, or
gateway fees that are buried in your monthly total but not reflected in the "per-transaction" rate you were
quoted.

3. How to Uncover Hidden Costs
If you want to see if your current processor is overcharging you, perform these three steps:
e Review Your Monthly Statement: Do not just look at the summary page. Look for line items outside of the

transaction fees, such as:
o PCI Compliance Fees: Often charged monthly, even if you are compliant.

o Statement or Service Fees: Fixed monthly costs for "maintaining" your account.
o Batch Fees: Charged every time you close a batch of transactions.
e Check for "Downgrades": If your transaction data is incomplete (e.g., missing address verification or

incorrect card data), processors often "downgrade'" the transaction to a higher-cost tier. This is a common
way to inflate fees without changing your headline rate.

e Compare to "Interchange-Plus": Ask a prospective (or current) provider to quote you "Interchange-Plus"
pricing. This model separates the costs:
o Interchange: The non-negotiable fees paid to the card networks (Visa, Mastercard, etc.).

o Plus: A fixed, transparent markup that you pay to the processor.

o This is usually more transparent and often cheaper for businesses with higher volume.

Summary Checklist for Business Owners
e |s my effective rate above 2.5%? If so, and you aren't in a high-risk industry, you are likely overpaying.

e Are there "extra" monthly fees? If you see charges for "PCI Non-Compliance,' "Statement Fees," or
"Network Fees" that aren't clearly explained, call your processor and ask them to remove or justify them.

¢ |Is my contract month-to-month? If you are locked into a long-term contract with early termination fees,
your processor has little incentive to lower your rates, even if your volume increases.
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Question t09 - Gemini, continued
SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED

None.

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

MENTIONED Helcim, Shopify

Calculate your effective rate from the statement—not just the advertised bundled rate:

Effective rate = total processing fees + gross card sales x 100

For example, if you processed $30,000 in card payments and paid $900 in fees, your effective rate is 3%. '
To get a fair number:

1. Use the same period for fees and sales—ideally a few typical months, or a full year if you have annual
charges.

2. Add all processing-related fees, including transaction charges, monthly or statement fees, gateway or
terminal fees, PCl fees, and chargeback fees. Avoid counting a fee twice if it’s already included in a total.

3. Divide by gross card sales, not your net deposits. Exclude cash and other payment methods; keep refunds
and chargebacks consistent between the sales total and fee total. *

4. Compare like with like. Ask the processor which fees are included in its bundled rate and whether any are
billed separately. Compare that all-in cost with any other quote using the same sales period and fee
categories. 4

If the bundle is, for example, “2.9% + 30¢,” the fixed 30¢ means your actual cost depends partly on how many
transactions you make and their average size. Your statement-based effective rate captures that, plus any
separate charges.

Example: $900 in fees + $30,000 in card sales x 100 = 3.0%. That'’s the useful figure to track month to month
and use when comparing offers. '?

Sources: ' Helcim, guide to reading a merchant statement (helcim.com) -  Shopify, calculating processing fees
(shopify.com) -  U.S. Chamber of Commerce, calculating card fees (uschamber.com) - * Business.com, payment
processing fees

SEARCHED

calculate effective credit card processing rate total fees divided card sales bundled rate interchange
card processing statement effective rate fees volume formula merchant

merchant card processing fees flat rate compare interchange plus statement guide

SOURCES CITED

corecommerce.com Interchange-Plus vs Flat-Rate Pricing Explained | CoreCommerce https://www.corecommerce.com/merchant-

services/guides/interchange-plus-vs-flat-rate/
nrsplus.com Credit Card Processing for Independent Retailers https:/nrsplus.com/blog/credit-card-processing-for-retailers/
helcim.com How to read your merchant processing statement https://www.helcim.com/guides/how-to-read-your-merchant-statement/

smartservice.com How to Read and Interpret a Credit Card Processing Statement https:/www.smartservice.com/blog/how-to-read-
payment-processing-statement

plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T10 - TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment API with reliable webhooks and
a full test environment for developers

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick), Adyen, Square

Stripe is probably the best fit if you want a developer-friendly payment API with dependable webhook recovery
and a substantial test workflow. Its test environment supports simulated payment outcomes, including declines
and authentication-required flows. (docs.stripe.com)

If webhook delivery recovery is your top priority, Adyen is also worth a close look: it documents retry queues,
webhook-failure troubleshooting, and end-to-end testing with test payments. (docs.adyen.com)

Square is a good alternative if you also need Square’s in-person ecosystem. It has a free isolated sandbox for
APl and webhook testing, though Square notes some sandbox features may differ from production.
(developer.squareup.com)

Short version: Start with Stripe for a typical online product; evaluate Adyen for more complex or international
payments; choose Square when its POS ecosystem matters. Regardless of provider, build webhook handling to
tolerate duplicate and out-of-order events, and verify payment state server-side.

SEARCHED

payment API reliable webhooks sandbox test environment developers Stripe docs
Adyen API webhooks test environment developers official

Square payments API webhooks sandbox official

Braintree webhooks sandbox official

site:docs.stripe.com/webhooks retries delivery order duplicate events Stripe
site:docs.stripe.com test mode sandbox Stripe test cards webhook CLI
site:docs.adyen.com test environment webhooks retries payment API
site:developer.squareup.com sandbox payments API test environment

SOURCES CITED

docs.stripe.com Automated testing | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/automated-testing

docs.adyen.com Testing your online payments integration | Adyen Docs https:/docs.adyen.com/development-resources/testing
developer.squareup.com Square Sandbox https:/developer.squareup.com/docs/devtools/sandbox/overview?preview=true%3Fq%3Dsandbox

plus 42 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC
MENTIONED Stripe, Postman

Here's a practical blueprint for a payment APl with reliable webhooks and a full test environment. | didn't find a
single canonical spec, so this combines current industry practice with the design choices I'd make.

1. Core API design

e Idempotency on every money-moving POST. Clients send a key, and the server stores the first response
and replays it on retries. One provider's docs describe saving the first response, including 500 errors, and
pruning keys after 24 hours. Pick a retention window and document it.

e Server-side state as the source of truth. Payment status should come from your ledger and provider
events, never from a client redirect.

e Explicit payment state machine (created - requires action = processing = succeeded / failed = refunded /
disputed) with versioned resources so consumers can detect ordering problems.
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Question 110 - ChatGPT, continued

2. Webhook delivery (the reliability core)

5.

1
2
3
4
5

Assume at-least-once delivery. Duplicates are normal, so every event carries a globally unique event ID,
and consumers dedupe on it with a durable store and unique constraint.

Sign payloads with a timestamp. Sign the timestamp together with the raw body using HMAC-SHA256,
and reject events outside a short tolerance window (five minutes is a common default). Verify against the
raw request bytes, since re-serialized JSON often fails verification.

Acknowledge fast, process async. Return 2xx only after the event is durably stored in a queue, then do the
work in a worker. Slow handlers cause timeouts and retry storms.

Retry with exponential backoff and jitter for transient failures only. Don't retry permanently invalid requests
such as bad signatures or malformed payloads.

Dead-letter queue plus a replay tool. Failed events need a visible queue, an alert, a runbook, and a one-
click or API-driven replay.

Ordering handled explicitly. Include a per-resource sequence or version number, and let consumers fetch
current object state rather than trusting event order.

Customer-facing webhook ops: an event log Ul, manual resend, endpoint secret rotation with multiple
active secrets during overlap, and delivery metrics.

. Test environment (a first-class product)

Separate sandbox with its own keys (e.g., test_ vs 1ive_ prefixes), with production-identical API behavior
and no real money movement.

Deterministic test cards and scenarios. Provide cards that force specific outcomes: success, insufficient
funds, expired, 3DS challenge, CVC required. Stripe's test cards are the benchmark developers expect.

Webhook simulator and event replay. Let developers trigger any event type on demand and resend it, and
make sure it's signed the same way as production so verification code is tested for real.

Local tunneling support. A CLI that forwards webhooks to localhost with a local signing secret.

Failure injection. Developers should be able to simulate timeouts, 500s, and slow responses from their
endpoint to test retry handling.

Persistent test data with reset options, plus an API explorer or Postman collection.
Time-travel or accelerated clocks for subscriptions, expiries, and delayed settlements.

Test-only quirks documented. Some providers flag widely used test card numbers for fraud, so generate
your own test cards and document this.

Developer experience and operations
SDKs in major languages, all using the same signature verification helper.
Clear error codes with decline reasons and a request log in the dashboard.
Observability: per-event delivery status, latency, retry counts, and alerts on DLQ growth.

Public docs with copy-paste webhook handler examples and a production go-live checklist.

Suggested build order

. Ledger and payment state machine with idempotent create/capture/refund.

. Event outbox (write event and state change in one transaction) and signed webhook delivery with retries.
. Sandbox with test cards and a webhook simulator.

. CLI forwarding, failure injection, and the dashboard event log.

. SDKs, docs, and load/chaos testing of the delivery pipeline.

The outbox pattern in step 2 is the piece most teams get wrong. Without it, a database commit can succeed
while the event publish fails, or the reverse.
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If you tell me your stack, whether you're building a PSP-style product for merchants or an internal payments
service, and your expected volume, | can turn this into an architecture diagram, data model, or a concrete spec
for one component.

SEARCHED

payment API webhooks best practices retries idempotency signature
payment API sandbox test environment developers test cards

SOURCES CITED
None.

plus 18 more pages found, not cited

Gemini  gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, Checkout.com MENTIONED Postman, Hookdeck CLI, ngrok
When selecting a payment APl with a focus on developer experience, reliable webhooks, and robust testing

environments, several industry leaders stand out. These platforms are designed to let you build, test, and
debug your entire payment flow in an isolated sandbox before ever touching live production data.

Top Recommended Payment APls

1. Stripe

Stripe is widely considered the "gold standard" for developer experience. Its tooling is incredibly mature,
making it the most common choice for developers who want a seamless integration process.

¢ Sandbox & Testing: Stripe provides a comprehensive "Test Mode" environment. You can create multiple
sandboxes to isolate different projects or team workflows. It includes extensive "test helpers" to simulate
various payment scenarios (e.g., successful payments, declines, disputes) without needing real money.

e Webhooks: The Stripe CLl is a standout tool that allows you to forward webhook events directly to your
local machine, eliminating the need to deploy your code to a public server just to test your handlers.

e Reliability: Stripe’s webhook system is highly reliable, with built-in retry logic (retrying failures over several
hours) and a dashboard where you can manually inspect, trigger, and retry events.

2. Adyen

Adyen is an excellent choice for businesses scaling globally or requiring complex payment routing. It is more
enterprise-focused and offers granular control over payment processes.

e Sandbox & Testing: Adyen’s test environment mirrors its production environment closely. You can configure
it via the Customer Area or the Management API. It provides specific "test cards" to trigger various
authorization and settlement outcomes.

e Webhooks: Adyen uses a robust notification system. You can test your webhook implementation by using
their Postman collections or by triggering test notifications directly from the Customer Area.

e Best Practice: Adyen strongly encourages an asynchronous approach—storing the received webhook in a
queue and acknowledging it immediately (with a 202 status code) to prevent timeouts and ensure reliability.

3. Checkout.com
Checkout.com is highly regarded for its transparent API design and flexible webhook workflows, particularly for

high-volume, global businesses.

e Sandbox & Testing: Like Stripe, Checkout.com provides distinct, isolated sandbox environments with their
own dedicated dashboards and API keys. The sandbox allows for "Test Workflows" where you can trigger
events to verify your integration logic.
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Question 110 - Gemini, continued

e Webhooks: Checkout.com uses a "Workflows" system that makes it easy to subscribe to specific events.
Their documentation emphasizes security through HMAC signatures to ensure payload authenticity.

e Local Development: For local testing, they recommend using tools like the Hookdeck CLI, which bridges
the gap between their servers and your local development environment.

Comparison Summary

Feature Stripe Adyen Checkout.com

Best For Ease of use, speed of dev Global scale, complex routing Transparent API, flexible workflows
Webhook Tooling Excellent (Stripe CLI) Strong (Postman, Customer Area) Good (Workflow API, Hookdeck)
Sandbox Quality Superior (Multiple environments) Robust (Mirrors production) Strong (Isolated with Test Workflows)

Pro-Tips for Successful Integration

1. Use Webhook Tunneling: Regardless of the provider, use tools like ngrok or the provider’s native CLI (e.g.,
Stripe CLI) to expose your local server to the internet. This is the fastest way to debug webhook handlers.

2. Ensure Idempotency: Webhooks can sometimes be delivered more than once. Always design your
webhook handlers to be idempotent—meaning your system should be able to process the same webhook
multiple times without creating duplicate records or unintended side effects.

3. Validate Signatures: Never trust a webhook request blindly. Always verify the signature provided in the
header (usually via HMAC) to ensure the request actually originated from your payment provider.

4. Queue Everything: As a best practice, acknowledge the webhook immediately (e.g., return a 2xx status) and
offload the actual business logic (updating databases, sending emails) to a background queue. This
prevents your server from timing out under high load.

SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED

None.

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen

Stripe is a strong fit if you want a developer-friendly payment APl with a full test environment. Its isolated
sandboxes let teams test payments without affecting live data, and you can trigger test events through the
Dashboard or Stripe CLI to check your webhook handling.

Adyen is worth considering if webhook recovery is a priority: failed deliveries enter a retry queue, with
automatic retries for up to 30 days, and its test environment supports end-to-end payment and webhook
testing. 2

Whichever you choose, build your receiver to acknowledge events quickly and handle retries safely—for
example, by making event processing idempotent. These platforms provide delivery and testing tools, but your
integration still needs to tolerate duplicate or delayed notifications.

Sources: ' Stripe testing documentation (docs.stripe.com) - > Adyen webhook retries (docs.adyen.com) - * Adyen
testing documentation (docs.adyen.com)

SEARCHED

Stripe webhooks retries sandbox test mode API documentation
Adyen webhook retries test environment API documentation
Checkout.com webhooks retries sandbox test environment
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Question t10 - Perplexity, continued
SOURCES CITED
docs.adyen.com Configure and manage webhooks https:/docs.adyen.com/development-resources/webhooks/configure-and-manage

checkout.com Configure scheduled retries - Docs https://www.checkout.com/docs/payments/manage-payments/retry-a-payment/smart-dunning-
retries

docs.stripe.com Test your integration - Stripe Documentation https://docs.stripe.com/testing/overview

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T11 TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor that lets a European company settle its US
dollar and British pound sales without converting them to euros

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Airwallex, Adyen

Airwallex is a strong option to look at. Its payment processing supports like-for-like settlement: USD sales can
settle into a USD balance and GBP sales into a GBP balance, rather than being automatically converted to
euros. You can then hold or spend those balances, or convert them later if you choose. (airwallex.com)

Check that both currencies are enabled for your particular European company and payment methods before
signing up: settlement availability can depend on your business location, payment method, and onboarding
terms. (airwallex.com)

Adyen is another provider to ask about; it lists GBP and other currencies for European settlement, but its setup
may depend on your acquiring region and payout arrangements. (docs.adyen.com)

SEARCHED

payment processor European business accept USD GBP payouts hold balances USD GBP no conversion official
Stripe

European company payment processor multi currency settlement USD GBP official Adyen

PayPal business Europe hold USD GBP balance receive payments official

site:airwallex.com accept payments settle in USD GBP European business acquiring settlement currencies
site:airwallex.com/global/business-account hold USD GBP local account details Europe

SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Supported payout currencies | Adyen Docs https://docs.adyen.com/account/supported-currencies

airwallex.com Payment Solutions Provider Powering International Businesses | Airwallex https://www.airwallex.com/en-eu/payments
airwallex.com Cards - Airwallex Docs https://www.airwallex.com/docs/payments/payment-methods/global/cards

plus 47 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen (top pick), Wise Business, 2PayApp, Airwallex, Stripe, Barclaycard Multicurrency Settlement

The most direct fit is Adyen, a payment processor that can settle in several currencies, paired with a multi-
currency account to hold the balances. Adyen's settlement is region-specific, so check your acquiring setup
first.

Adyen (acquiring with like-for-like settlement)

Adyen can pay out without converting currency when the currency is also a settlement currency for the
payment method. Adyen is able to pay out in all currencies listed in the tables and offers like-for-like settlement
if the currency is also supported as a settlement currency by the payment method. "Like-for-like" settlement
means that no currency conversion will be applied by the scheme or by Adyen. Which currencies you can
receive depends on where your acquiring connection sits. The currency in which Adyen can settle your payout
account depends on the country of the acquiring connection used to route transactions.

Setup matters. Without the right configuration, GBP or USD sales can end up converted to euros. One guide
notes that if a currency has no payout account, Adyen can fall back to the primary settlement currency. The fix
is to add a payout account for each currency in the Adyen dashboard.

Multi-currency accounts to hold the balances
If you want USD and GBP held rather than converted, a multi-currency business account is the usual
companion:
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Question t11- Claude, continued

e Wise Business: Hold and manage 40+ currencies for all your international transactions, and you can link a
USD account to Adyen to withdraw without conversion (per Wise's own guide, which is promotional, so
verify current terms).

e 2PayApp: Positioned specifically for EUR, GBP and USD, and it receives settlement payouts from acquiring
banks and PSPs. It says it is not a bank and onboarding is subject to approval.

e Airwallex: It combines multi-currency accounts, payment processing, expense management, and global
payouts into a single platform.

Other options

e Stripe can also route payouts to matching-currency accounts, but | didn't verify its current settlement rules.

e Barclaycard Multicurrency Settlement lets you accept payments in the currencies shown below at a
predetermined FX rate, with settlement in USD, EUR or GBP. This is a UK-oriented option, and the fixed-rate
model may suit you less well than Adyen's like-for-like settlement.

Practical route: Use Adyen (or Stripe) as the acquirer, set up a USD and GBP payout account for each, and hold
the funds in a multi-currency account. Confirm current fees, supported currencies for your country, and
whether your company's jurisdiction is covered before committing, since | couldn't verify current pricing.

SEARCHED

multi-currency settlement payment processor USD GBP EUR business account

Adyen settlement currencies hold balance without conversion

SOURCES CITED

barclaycard.co.uk Multicurrency settlement solution https://www.barclaycard.co.uk/business/accepting-payments/corporate-payment-
solutions/multicurrency-settlement-solution

secureglobalpay.net How to Get a Multi-Currency Merchant Account for Your Business https:/secureglobalpay.net/multi-currency-
merchant-account/

2payapp.com Business Payment Account for EUR, GBP and USD https://2payapp.com/en

docs.adyen.com Getting paid https:/docs.adyen.com/account/getting-paid

help.adyen.com What currencies are available for payouts? https://help.adyen.com/en_US/knowledge/finance/payouts/what-currencies-are-
available-for-payouts

eqwire.com Adyen Payout Currency Setup: How to Avoid GBP<EUR Conversion https:/eqwire.com/news/receive-adyen-payouts-without-fx-
conversion

wise.com Adyen Payment: How it Works, What it Costs and Who it’s For https://wise.com/sg/blog/adyen-payment

plus 11 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC
RECOMMENDED Airwallex, Wise Business, Revolut Business, Stripe

To avoid unnecessary currency conversion fees when receiving USD and GBP, you should look for a multi-
currency business account or a payment processor that supports native currency settlement.

Standard payment processors often "force-convert" incoming foreign currencies into your base currency (e.g.,
EUR) at their own exchange rates, which can include hidden markups. To avoid this, you need a provider that
allows you to hold separate "wallets" or balances for each currency.

Recommended Providers

The following providers are widely used by European companies to receive, hold, and manage USD and GBP
without immediate conversion:

e Airwallex: A strong choice for businesses that want to avoid "double conversion." They provide local
account details (like a US ACH/wire routing number and a UK sort code/account number), allowing you to
collect funds in USD and GBP natively. You can hold these balances and convert them only when you
choose to.
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Question t11- Gemini, continued

e Wise Business: Known for transparent, mid-market exchange rates. You can open balances in over 40
currencies, including USD and GBP. You receive local bank details for each, effectively letting you get paid
like a local business in those regions.

e Revolut Business: Offers multi-currency accounts that allow you to hold, exchange, and send funds in
multiple currencies (including USD, GBP, and EUR). It is a popular option for European startups and SMEs to
manage global operations from one dashboard.

e Stripe: While Stripe is a payment processor (gateway) rather than just a bank account, it can be configured
to settle funds in their original currency if you connect appropriate multi-currency bank accounts. Many
European businesses use Stripe to accept payments and then route the USD/GBP payouts to their multi-
currency accounts (like those from Airwallex or Wise) to avoid the conversion fees that Stripe would
otherwise apply.

Key Features to Look For

When evaluating these services, ensure the provider offers:

e Local Bank Details: You want virtual account numbers (IBANs, routing numbers, or sort codes) for the
specific countries (e.g., a UK account number for GBP and a US routing number for USD). This makes
payments "domestic" for your customers, often lowering their transaction costs and increasing your
success rates.

e Native Holding: Confirm that the provider allows you to hold the funds in the original currency. Some
"multi-currency" providers only display the foreign currency but automatically convert it to your base
currency upon settlement.

e Control Over Conversion: Ensure you have the ability to "time" your conversions. This allows you to wait for
favorable exchange rates rather than being forced to convert at the (often unfavorable) rate of the day.

Strategy for Your Business

If you are already using a payment gateway like Stripe to process card payments, the most efficient setup is
often:

1. Process payments via your current gateway (e.g., Stripe).

2. Settle those payments into a multi-currency business account (e.g., Airwallex or Wise).

3. Hold the USD and GBP in their respective balances.

4. Use those funds to pay suppliers or expenses directly in those currencies, or convert them to EUR only
when necessary and when rates are favorable.

SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED

None.

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, PayPal Business

Stripe is a practical option for a European company. It supports multi-currency settlement, including USD and
GBP, in supported European countries. You'll need a matching USD bank account and GBP bank account
linked to your Stripe account; then eligible payments can be paid out in their original currency rather than
converted to euros. Stripe may charge a fee for settling in a non-primary currency, and availability and fees
depend on your country and account. '
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Adyen is another option, particularly for larger businesses. Its documentation lists both USD and GBP as
settlement currencies for EU merchants, but the settlement and payout options depend on your acquiring
setup and bank-account arrangements. 1073

If you mainly want to hold USD and GBP balances before withdrawing or converting them, PayPal Business
may also suit you; check that your account’s receiving preferences are set to accept payments without
converting. ’

SEARCHED

payment processor Europe business settle USD GBP payouts same currency Stripe

European company multi currency settlement USD GBP Adyen

PayPal business receive USD GBP keep balance European company

SOURCES CITED

docs.stripe.com Multi-currency settlement https://docs.stripe.com/payouts/multi-currency-settlement

docs.stripe.com Receive payouts | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payouts

paypal.com How to accept international payments for your business - PayPal https://www.paypal.com/us/brc/article/how-to-accept-foreign-

currency-with-your-business-account
docs.adyen.com What currencies are available for payouts? - Adyen https:/docs.adyen.com/account/supported-currencies
docs.adyen.com Getting paid | Adyen Docs https:/docs.adyen.com/account/getting-paid

plus 10 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T12 - TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor that processes payments
locally in each country to cut cross-border card fees

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen, Checkout.com, Stripe

The term you're looking for is local acquiring (also called domestic acquiring): card payments are processed
through an acquirer in the customer’s country, which can reduce cross-border fees and sometimes improve
approval rates.

Providers to look at:

e Adyen - global platform with local acquiring in many markets. (adyen.com)
e Checkout.com — advertises domestic processing in 57 countries. (checkout.com)

e Stripe — offers local acquiring in supported markets. (stripe.com)

Ask each provider which specific countries they can locally acquire for your business, and compare the total
cost—including processing, FX, and any cross-border fees. Local acquiring may not eliminate every fee, and
availability can depend on your business entity and setup.

SEARCHED

payment processor local acquiring in each country reduce cross border card fees global payments
global payment providers local acquiring country domestic processing Adyen Stripe Checkout.com
SOURCES CITED

checkout.com Global Payment Acquiring Solutions | Checkout.com  https:/www.checkout.com/products/acquiring
stripe.com Stripe Payments | Global Payment Processing Platform https:/stripe.com/payments

adyen.com Cross border payments | Go global | Local acquiring | Adyen - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/en_GB/knowledge-hub/cross-
border-payments-go-global-process-local

plus 36 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Rapyd (top pick), dLocal, Stripe, BlueSnap MENTIONED Adyen

The description matches local acquiring, a model where a processor routes each card payment through an
acquiring bank in the customer's own country. Several providers offer it, so the best fit depends on your
markets.

e Rapyd is the clearest match for your wording. It offers direct acquiring licences in multiple regions, and its
local acquiring covers the UK, Europe, Israel, Singapore and LATAM.

e dLocal focuses on more than 60 countries in Africa, Asia, the Middle East and Latin America. Third-party
reviews describe it as a payment orchestration layer and, in many markets, as a local acquirer. Its pricing
isn't published, and one review puts card fees at roughly 3-5% depending on market, which is a fairly high
figure.

e Stripe and BlueSnap also offer local acquiring. Stripe's guide notes that by using a local acquirer,

businesses can avoid these cross-border fees, and BlueSnap says sellers can avoid cross-border fees with
the right connections to local banks in each geography they have a local entity in.

Two caveats apply to any of them. First, local acquiring often requires a presence in the country. As one source
puts it, to set up local acquiring in most jurisdictions, businesses must establish an entity within that
jurisdiction. Second, the savings depend on volume. One worked example estimates that a merchant with $2
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Question 112 - Claude, continued

million of attempted European sales gains $58,000 a year from local acquiring through lower fees and higher
approvals, against $50,000 of presence costs.

| didn't run a search on Adyen, which is also known for local acquiring, so | can't confirm its current offering
here. If you tell me which countries you sell into and whether you have local entities, | can narrow this down.

SEARCHED

local acquiring payment processor avoid cross-border card fees
dLocal local payment processing cross-border fees

SOURCES CITED

bluesnap.com BlueSnap's Ultimate Guide to Cross-Border Payments https://www.bluesnap.com/resources/bluesnaps-ultimate-guide-to-cross-
border-payments/

rapyd.net What Is a Cross-Border Assessment Fee? - Rapyd https:/www.rapyd.net/blog/cross-border-assessment-fee/

stripe.com Local acquiring 101: A global approach to payments https:/stripe.com/resources/more/local-acquiring-101

rapyd.net Payment Processing Costs for Cross-Border Ecommerce - Rapyd https://www.rapyd.net/blog/payment-processing-costs/
dlocal.gcs-web.com Investor FAQs https:/dlocal.gcs-web.com/ir-resources/investor-fags

comparepsp.com dLocal Review — Fees, Features & Rating (2026) https://comparepsp.com/providers/dlocal/

hlhunt.org Local Acquiring vs Cross-Border Card Processing https://www.hlhunt.org/uncategorized/local-acquiring-vs-cross-border-card-
processing/

plus 11 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC
RECOMMENDED Adyen, Stripe, Worldpay, Checkout.com, Corefy, FastSpring

To cut cross-border card fees, you need a payment processor that offers local acquiring (also known as "in-
market" or "domestic" processing).

When you process transactions through an acquirer in the same country as your customer’s card, the
transaction is treated as a domestic payment rather than a cross-border one. This significantly reduces
interchange fees, avoids international scheme assessments, and often increases payment approval rates.

Top Payment Processors for Local Acquiring
The following providers are widely recognized for their global infrastructure and ability to process payments

locally in multiple markets:

e Adyen: Known as an enterprise-grade solution, Adyen has its own acquiring licenses in many major markets
worldwide. It is highly effective for merchants who want to route transactions through local entities to
optimize costs and approval rates.

e Stripe: Stripe offers local acquiring in dozens of countries. Its "global payment and collection” features allow
businesses to set up in-market processing for various regions, helping to minimize the "cross-border"
classification of transactions.

e Worldpay: A large-scale processor with an extensive global footprint. It is well-suited for high-volume
merchants who need direct, local acquiring connectivity in many different countries.

e Checkout.com: Similar to Adyen and Stripe, it offers strong regional acquiring capabilities, particularly for e-
commerce businesses looking to optimize their cross-border payment performance.
How to Achieve Local Acquiring
Simply choosing one of these providers is often the first step, but "local acquiring" usually involves more than
just a software integration:
1. Entity Requirements: To truly process locally, you may sometimes be required to have a legal business
entity (a branch or subsidiary) in the country where you wish to process.

2. Payment Orchestration: If you are a very large enterprise, you might use a payment orchestration platform
(like Corefy) to route transactions to the most cost-effective acquirer in each region dynamically.
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Question 112 - Gemini, continued

3. Local Payment Methods (LPMs): Beyond card networks, many of these providers allow you to accept local
payment methods (e.g., Pix in Brazil, SEPA in Europe, Giropay in Germany). These methods are inherently
domestic and effectively bypass traditional cross-border card fees entirely.

Summary Checklist for Selection

When evaluating these processors, ask them specifically:

e "Do you have a direct local acquiring license in [Target Country]?"
e "Can you support domestic interchange rates for my transactions in this region?"

e "What are the requirements for me to start processing as a domestic merchant in this market?"

If your business volume is not yet large enough to justify establishing multiple local legal entities, you may find
that "Global Merchant of Record" (MoR) services (such as FastSpring) are a better alternative, as they handle
all local tax, compliance, and acquiring relationships on your behalf.

SEARCHED

global payment gateways with local processing capabilities
what is a payment processor with local entities for cross-border payments
payment processors with local acquiring in multiple countries to avoid cross-border fees
how to avoid cross-border card fees payment processing
SOURCES CITED

hlhunt.org hlhunt.org https:/hlhunt.org

wooshpay.com wooshpay.com https://wooshpay.com

repayd.com repayd.com https:/repayd.com

adyen.com adyen.com https:/adyen.com

tipalti.com tipalticom https:/tipalticom

ryftpay.com ryftpay.com https:/ryftpay.com

corefy.com corefy.com https://corefy.com

wise.com wise.com https://wise.com

stripe.com stripe.com https://stripe.com

connectpay.com connectpay.com https:/connectpay.com
clearlypayments.com clearlypayments.com https:/clearlypayments.com
payermax.com payermax.com https:/payermax.com

monei.com monei.com https:/monei.com

nomupay.com nomupay.com https://nomupay.com

fastspring.com fastspring.com https:/fastspring.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Adyen, Checkout.com, Stripe

The service you're describing is local acquiring (or domestic processing). Adyen is one strong fit: it offers local
acquiring in key markets and says domestic processing can reduce cross-border fees. '

Other providers to consider include Checkout.com, which lists domestic processing in 57 countries, and

Stripe, which supports local acquiring in many markets. '"°

Coverage and savings depend on the countries where your business and customers are located, so compare
each provider’s local-acquiring availability and pricing for your specific markets.

SEARCHED

payment processor local acquiring domestic processing countries reduce cross border fees
global payment processing local acquiring countries Adyen local acquiring
Stripe local acquiring countries domestic processing
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Question t12 - Perplexity, continued

SOURCES CITED

adyen.com Global Payment Processing | Accept, Process, And Settle https://www.adyen.com/global-acquiring

stripe.com Local acquiring 101: A global approach to payments | Stripe https:/stripe.com/resources/more/local-acquiring-101
checkout.com Global Payment Acquiring Solutions | Checkout.com https://www.checkout.com/products/acquiring

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T13 - TAIL - IMPLEMENT - INFORMATIONAL

What evidence should | submit to win a chargeback dispute?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

BRANDS READ none

It depends on which side you’re on. If you're the merchant, your best evidence is the material that directly
answers the cardholder’s stated reason for disputing the charge. The card issuer—not your payment processor—
usually makes the decision, so follow the deadline and evidence instructions in your dispute notice. (stripe.com)

Evidence to gather
e A short rebuttal: State what happened, why the charge is valid, and how each attached item supports that.

e Transaction records: Receipt or invoice, order details, date and amount, and relevant payment-
authentication results.

e Proof of fulfillment: Shipping and delivery records, tracking with delivery confirmation, signed receipt, or—
for digital services—account access, login or usage records, and proof the service was provided.

e Customer communications: Relevant emails, messages, support tickets, and any attempt to resolve the
issue.

e Relevant terms: The return, refund, cancellation, or subscription terms the customer agreed to, plus
evidence of when and how they were shown.

e Evidence tailored to the dispute reason: For example, proof of delivery for “not received”;
cancellation/refund records for a cancellation claim; or evidence tying the customer to the transaction for
an unauthorized-payment claim. What counts as persuasive evidence varies by reason code and card
network. (stripe.com)

Make the submission easy to review

Put the evidence in chronological order, label each item, and explain the point it proves. Keep it concise and
relevant; don’t rely on a tracking number alone if you can provide delivery confirmation. Some platforms allow
only one submission, so check the portal and deadline before sending. (stripe.com)

If you're the cardholder challenging a charge, the useful evidence is different: receipts or invoices, messages
with the seller, proof you canceled or returned the item, and documents showing what was promised versus
what happened. Contact your issuer promptly and use its requested process. In the U.S,, for certain credit-card
billing-error disputes, CFPB guidance says to send written notice within 60 days after the statement showing
the error was sent. (consumerfinance.gov)

If you tell me whether you're the merchant or cardholder—and the dispute reason—I can suggest a more
targeted evidence checklist.

SEARCHED

site:visa.com merchant dispute compelling evidence chargeback documentation

site:mastercard.us chargeback representment evidence merchant dispute documentation
site:stripe.com/docs disputes evidence submit chargeback

site:consumerfinance.gov credit card billing error dispute evidence chargeback

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Representment 101: What is chargeback representment? | Stripe https://stripe.com/resources/more/representment-explained
stripe.com How to Handle Payment Disputes | Stripe https:/stripe.com/guides/introduction-to-payment-disputes

consumerfinance.gov How to fix mistakes in your credit card bill | Consumer Financial Protection

Bureau https://www.consumerfinance.gov/consumer-tools/credit-cards/how-to-fix-mistakes-in-your-credit-card-bill/

plus 14 more pages found, not cited
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Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

BRANDS READ none

The core principle is to match your evidence to the dispute's reason code. Sources agree that the evidence
required to win a dispute depends entirely on addressing that specific claim. If the cardholder says the item
never arrived, a delivery record answers that. If they say they never authorized the charge, you need
authentication data.

Common evidence by dispute type

e Proof of purchase and delivery (item not received): Include receipts or invoices, tracking numbers, and
delivery confirmations. One source also recommends GPS-tagged carrier delivery photos where available,
plus proof that the shipping address matches the cardholder's billing address or the address they gave you.

e Unauthorized or fraud disputes: Show AVS (address verification) and CVV/CVC match results. One source
notes that a full street-address and ZIP match is strongest. Evidence that 3D Secure was used also helps.

e Services: Signed agreements, completion confirmations, and signed work approvals are the key items.
Service disputes are where you need evidence that the work was actually done.

e Digital goods: Server or access logs showing the cardholder logged in or downloaded the product are
critical.

e Customer communications: Emails, chats, or texts where the customer acknowledged receipt, expressed
satisfaction, or raised no concerns before disputing. Include only the relevant excerpt, with timestamps.

e Policies shown at checkout: Screenshots of your refund, shipping, and terms pages, plus proof the
customer accepted them at purchase. Card issuers generally won't follow links, so the screenshots matter.

e Additional charges (travel, hospitality): Documentation explaining the fees and the terms the customer
agreed to.

How to present it

e Submit everything in your first response. Card brands generally don't allow new evidence once a case
reaches arbitration, and you typically get one submission window.

e Write a concise rebuttal letter and timeline. Explain why the claim is wrong and walk through the
transaction and customer contacts in order.

e Make files legible and labeled. Test screenshots at full zoom, and make sure every exhibit has a date and is
referenced in your letter.

e Leave out internal notes. Your own CRM notes aren't independently verifiable, so rely on external records
where you can.

e Meet the deadline. Your processor or acquirer will list a response date for each case.

Rules and acceptable evidence vary by card network and processor, and the sources above are mostly vendor
blogs rather than official card-network rules. Check your processor's dispute guide for the specific reason
code. Also keep in mind that even strong evidence doesn't guarantee a win.

SEARCHED

chargeback dispute evidence to submit to win

SOURCES CITED
8am.com How to Fight and Win Chargeback Disputes https://www.8am.com/blog/how-to-fight-chargebacks/

plus 8 more pages found, not cited
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Question 113 - Claude, continued

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC
MENTIONED Visa
To win a chargeback dispute, you must submit "compelling evidence" that directly contradicts the specific

reason code provided by the cardholder’s bank. There is no single "magic" document; success depends on
matching your evidence to the specific claim being made.

1. Identify the Reason Code

Every chargeback comes with a reason code. Before collecting documents, look at the code to understand
exactly what the customer is claiming (e.g., "ltem not received" vs. "Unauthorized fraud"). Do not use a generic
response package.

2. Common Evidence by Category
Tailor your "evidence packet" based on the nature of the dispute:
e For "ltem Not Received":
o Proof of delivery (carrier tracking number showing "Delivered" status).
o Documentation linking the shipping address to the address provided at checkout.
e For "Unauthorized/Fraud" (Customer claims they didn't make the purchase):
o AVS (Address Verification System) and CVV match results from the transaction.
o |P address and device fingerprinting data from the time of purchase.
o Proof of prior undisputed transactions from the same user.
e For "Merchandise Not as Described/Defective":
o Clear photos of the product before shipping.
o Copy of your return/refund policy (highlighting the specific clause the customer violated).

o Correspondence (emails/chat logs) showing the customer never attempted to contact you for a
resolution before filing the chargeback.

3. Essential Elements of a Winning Response

When you submit your evidence, include a rebuttal letter. This is a concise cover letter that frames your
evidence for the bank.

e Be Professional: Keep the tone factual, objective, and unemotional. Never accuse the customer.

e Structure Your Letter:
o Case Details: Include the Merchant ID, Case Number, and Acquirer Reference Number (ARN).

o Point-by-Point Rebuttal: Directly address the customer's claims using your evidence.
o Exhibit List: Clearly list and label each attached document (e.g., "Exhibit A: Proof of Delivery").

e Formatting: Follow the card network’s guidelines. Keep files under the size limits (e.g., Visa often has a 2MB
limit) and ensure everything is in a clean, readable format like PDF or JPEG.

I

. Critical Best Practices

e Meet the Deadline: This is the most common reason merchants lose. If you miss the response window
(often 20-45 days, but sometimes shorter), you lose automatically.

e Don't Overload: Only include evidence relevant to the dispute. A massive, disorganized file can make it
harder for the reviewer to find the proof they need.

e Mask Sensitive Data: Ensure you mask full credit card numbers in your documentation (e.g.,
555555****0000) to remain compliant with data security rules.
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Bottom Line: Your goal is to make the decision as easy as possible for the bank representative by clearly
proving the transaction was legitimate, authorized, and fulfilled as promised.

SEARCHED

how to win a chargeback dispute as a merchant

what documents to include in chargeback dispute response
best evidence to submit for chargeback dispute by reason code
evidence needed for credit card chargeback dispute
SOURCES CITED

chargebackgurus.com chargebackgurus.com https:/chargebackgurus.com
mastercard.com mastercard.com https:/mastercard.com

chargeflow.io chargeflow.io https:/chargeflow.io

chargeback.io chargeback.io https:/chargeback.io

rivero.tech riverotech https://riverotech

paypal.com paypal.com https:/paypal.com

chargeblast.com chargeblast.com https:/chargeblast.com

disputifier.com disputifiercom https:/disputifier.com

chargemate.tech chargemate.tech https://chargemate.tech

stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

chargebacks911.com chargebacks911.com https:/chargebacks911.com
pXp.io pxp.io https:/pxp.io

sift.com sift.com https://sift.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

BRANDS READ none

There’s no single evidence packet that wins every chargeback—the strongest response directly answers the
specific reason code and the customer’s claim. Check your processor’s deadline and evidence checklist first;
response windows are often short, and a late or missing response can result in an automatic loss. '

Commonly useful evidence, depending on the dispute:

e Unauthorized or fraudulent payment: signed receipt or contract, AVS/CVC results, relevant device or IP
data, and records connecting the customer to the purchase. Include only what's relevant and allowed by
your processor. 4

e Goods or services not received: shipping and delivery confirmation showing the address, or records
proving the service was provided or made available. '

e Refund or credit not processed: refund confirmation, processor records, and communications explaining
the refund. ®

e Canceled service, subscription, or refund denied: the terms and cancellation/refund policy shown at
checkout, proof the customer accepted them, cancellation records, and relevant customer
communications.

e Duplicate or incorrect amount: receipts, invoices, and transaction records showing the correct charge and
why it was made.

Make the submission easy to assess: write a brief, factual summary that addresses the dispute claim; arrange
documents chronologically; label each item; and submit through your processor before its deadline. Include
only evidence that supports your response, and follow the processor’s file and privacy requirements. '#

No evidence guarantees a win. If the customer’s claim is valid, accepting the dispute may be the better choice.
If you share the dispute reason and whether this was a physical good, digital product, or service, | can suggest
a more targeted checklist.
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Question t13 - Perplexity, continued

SEARCHED

Visa chargeback dispute evidence compelling evidence merchant official

Mastercard chargeback representment documentation evidence official

Stripe respond to disputes evidence chargeback official guide

SOURCES CITED

docs.stripe.com Respond to disputes | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/disputes/responding
docs.stripe.com How disputes work - Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/disputes/how-disputes-work

stripe.com How to Handle Payment Disputes | Stripe https:/stripe.com/guides/introduction-to-payment-disputes
docs.stripe.com Dispute sample evidence packets - Stripe Documentation https://docs.stripe.com/disputes/visual-evidence
corporate.visa.com Chargebacks | Visa Acceptance Solutions https:/corporatevisa.com/en/solutions/acceptance/chargebacks.html

plus 10 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T14 - TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor that can hold a payment on
a card and capture it only when the order ships

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:02 UTC

RECOMMENDED Shopify Payments, Authorize.net, Adyen, Stripe  MENTIONED Shopify

You're looking for authorize now, capture later (also called manual capture): the card issuer places a temporary
hold at checkout, and you capture the payment when the order ships.

e If you use Shopify: Shopify Payments can automatically capture when an order is fulfilled, but its standard
authorization period is 7 days—so it’'s best when you ship quickly. (help.shopify.com)

e For a custom website or integration: Authorize.net supports authorization-only transactions and says they
can remain pending capture for up to 30 days. Adyen also supports manual capture; the available window
depends on the card/payment method and setup. (support.authorize.net)

e Stripe: Supports manual capture too, but most card authorizations last about 7 days. (support.stripe.com)

Important: A card authorization is only a temporary hold, not a charge you can keep open indefinitely. If you
won't ship within the authorization window, look at saving the customer’s payment method and charging it later
—with the customer’s consent—instead of authorizing at checkout.

If you tell me what platform you're using and how long orders typically take to ship, | can narrow down the best
fit.
SEARCHED

payment processor authorize card now capture when order ships delayed capture ecommerce Stripe authorize
capture window official

Adyen manual capture card payments authorize capture later official

Shopify payment authorization capture when order ships official

SOURCES CITED

help.shopify.com Shopify Help Center | Payment authorization and capture https:/help.shopify.com/en/manual/payments/payment-
authorization

support.authorize.net What are the transaction types that can be submitted? | Authorize.net Support

Center https:/support.authorize.net/knowledgebase/article/000001346/

support.stripe.com Does Stripe support holding an authorization for more than 7 days before capture? : Stripe: Help &

Support https://support.stripe.com/questions/does-stripe-support-holding-an-authorization-for-more-than-7-days-before-capture

plus 34 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen, J.P. Morgan Payments, Braintree, Checkout.com

Most major card processors support this "authorize now, capture at shipment" flow. The main constraint is how
long the hold lasts.

Processors that support it

e Stripe: Create a PaymentIntent with manual capture so the hold is placed without charging the customer.
You can also use automatic delayed capture, where Stripe captures before the authorization expires. Stripe's
Dashboard also offers a "capture funds later" option for individual payments.

e Adyen: Manual capture lets you settle funds at fulfillment, when the order ships. Delayed automatic capture
is also available, where you set the time between authorization and capture.
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Question 14 - Claude, continued

e J.P. Morgan Payments: Set the capture method to delayed or manual on the authorization request.
Automatic delayed capture defaults to a 120-minute delay, and you can ask them to configure a different
one.

e Braintree, Checkout.com, and others: These also support authorize-only flows, but | didn't verify their
current docs here.

The hold window is the real limit

e Hold length is set by the card networks and issuing banks, and is typically seven to thirty days. If you don't
capture in time, the hold is released.

e Stripe's standard card holds last about 7 days. Its Extended Authorizations feature can extend Visa and
Mastercard holds to roughly 30 days for eligible merchants, depending on card brand, merchant category,
and issuer. Stripe's help page still says 7 days, so the two sources conflict, and the extended window isn't
guaranteed. Check the capture_before timestamp on each charge rather than assuming 30 days.

e Developer guides disagree on how long a Visa online authorization can be held. One comparison lists Stripe
at 7 days, Braintree at 8, Adyen at 10, and says Visa's rulebook says 10. Confirm the current figure in each
provider's docs.

e If your fulfillment can take longer than the window, you'd need to reauthorize, and the customer may have
less available credit by then.

Practical advice

e Confirm that each provider's hold window covers your longest realistic time from order to shipment.
e Track the expiry timestamp for every authorization and capture or reauthorize before it lapses.

e For pre-orders or back orders, a delayed-capture setup avoids charging customers before anything ships.

If you tell me your typical time from order to shipment and your country or card mix, | can narrow this to one or
two processors.

SEARCHED

payment processor authorize now capture later delayed capture when order ships
Stripe authorization hold expiration days capture later

SOURCES CITED
None.

plus 18 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC
RECOMMENDED Stripe, Shopify Payments, PayPal, Revolut MENTIONED Shopify

To achieve this, you need a payment processor that supports an "Authorize and Capture" workflow. This is a
standard feature in the payment industry that allows you to separate the two steps of a transaction.

How the Process Works

1. Authorization (Hold): When the customer places an order, you send an authorization request. The bank
verifies the funds and places a "hold" on the customer's account for that amount. No money has moved yet.

2. Capture (Charge): When you are ready to ship the order, you trigger the "capture" request through your
payment dashboard or API. Only then is the money actually transferred to your account.

Recommended Payment Processors

Most major payment processors support this functionality. You can typically enable this in your settings by
switching from "Automatic Capture" to "Manual Capture".
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Question t14 - Gemini, continued

e Stripe: Highly recommended for developers and e-commerce platforms. It has robust support for manual
capture and allows you to hold funds, capture them later, or release the hold if an order is canceled.

e Shopify Payments: If you use Shopify, this is built-in. You can set your store to authorize payments at
checkout and only capture them when you fulfill (ship) the order.

e PayPal: Also supports authorization and capture workflows, which is useful if you want to hold funds for
orders that might change or require inventory verification.

¢ Revolut (Merchant/Developer tools): Provides clear documentation and tools for manual capture to help
businesses manage fulfillment and cash flow.

Important Considerations

e Authorization Expiration: Authorization holds do not last forever. Typically, they expire within 5 to 7 days for
standard credit cards. If you do not capture the funds within this window, the authorization may lapse, and
you might need to ask the customer to re-authorize the payment.

e Partial Capture: Many of these processors also support "partial capture'. If a customer orders three items
but only one is in stock, you can capture the payment for just that item and release the rest of the hold.

e Communication: Always inform your customers that the "pending" charge they see is a temporary hold and
that they will only be fully charged once the item ships. This helps avoid customer confusion or
unnecessary support inquiries.

Next Step: Check your current payment processor’s settings or documentation for "Manual Capture" or
"Authorize and Capture.' Most modern platforms allow you to toggle this on with a single click in your
dashboard settings.

SEARCHED

what is payment authorization and capture in payment processing
payment processor hold payment and capture later on shipment
how to hold funds on credit card until shipment

SOURCES CITED

revolut.com revolut.com https:/revolut.com

payatlas.com payatlas.com https:/payatlas.com

antom.com antom.com https://antom.com

stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

spark.money spark.money https:/spark.money

noonpayments.com noonpayments.com https:/noonpayments.com
shopify.com shopify.com https:/shopify.com

reddit.com reddit.com https:/reddit.com

merchantservice.com merchantservice.com https:/merchantservice.com
payjunction.com payjunction.com https:/payjunction.com

paytia.com paytia.com https:/paytia.com

payrequest.io payrequest.io https:/payrequest.io

chase.com chase.com https:/chase.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen

Yes—look for a processor with manual capture (also called authorize and capture). It places a temporary hold
on the customer’s card, then lets you capture the authorized amount when the order ships.

e Stripe supports manual capture. For most online card payments, the hold lasts about 7 days; eligible
transactions may qualify for an extended authorization of up to 30 days. If you don’'t capture before the
authorization expires, the hold is released. '?

e Adyen supports manual capture and specifically describes capturing after goods ship. °
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Question t14 - Perplexity, continued

If your shipping time may exceed the hold window, check the processor’s rules for your card types and regions;
you may need an extended authorization or to authorize closer to shipment. '?

Sources: ' Stripe: Place a hold on a payment method (docs.stripe.com) - 2 Stripe: Extended authorizations
(docs.stripe.com) -  Adyen: Capture (docs.adyen.com)

SEARCHED

payment processor authorize card capture later when order ships authorization hold ecommerce
Stripe manual capture authorization period online card payments documentation

Adyen manual capture authorization payment capture later documentation

SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Capture https:/docs.adyen.com/online-payments/capture

docs.adyen.com docs.adyen.com - point-of-sale - capturing-paymentsdocs.adyen.com https:/docs.adyen.com/point-of-sale/capturing-
payments.md

docs.adyen.com docs.adyen.com https://docs.adyen.com/online-payments/capture.md

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T15 - TAIL - COMPARE - INFORMATIONAL

How well do payment processors' built-in fraud tools
work compared with a separate fraud product?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC
MENTIONED Stripe, Stripe Radar, Adyen
Short answer: for a typical small or midsize online business, a processor’s built-in fraud tools are often a strong

first choice. A separate fraud product can be better when your fraud problem is broader or more specialized—
but “separate” doesn’'t automatically mean “more accurate”

Built-in tools often have the edge when... A separate product may be worth testing when...

You want a quick setup with little extra engineering. You need to combine signals across multiple processors, stores, or
channels.

Your main concern is payment fraud at checkout. You need to catch account takeover, promo abuse, fake accounts,

or other non-payment abuse.

You want risk decisions connected to payment Your business has unusual risk patterns or needs specialized rules,
authorization and authentication. review workflows, or models.

You're still building up transaction history and fraud You have enough volume and staff to integrate, tune, and
operations. continuously measure another system.

Built-in tools can benefit from being inside the payment flow and from network-level transaction data. For
example, Stripe describes Radar as using signals across its network; Adyen’s documentation describes risk
decisions integrated with payment processing. Those capabilities are useful, but vendor descriptions don’t
establish that one system will outperform another for your business. (stripe.com)

A dedicated product’s potential advantage is broader data or a closer fit to a particular fraud pattern. Its costs
can include another integration, more operational work, and the challenge of getting timely, accurate fraud
outcomes back into the system. Adyen’s comparison of embedded and standalone tools also notes that
standalone products may suit some fraud-focused use cases, while embedded tools can simplify
implementation and align risk decisions with payment outcomes. That’s a useful framing, not independent
proof that either category wins overall. (adyen.com)

The key is to compare business outcomes, not just “fraud caught.” A tool that blocks more suspicious orders
may also block more legitimate customers. Track fraud loss and disputes alongside approval/conversion rates,
false declines, manual-review volume, and total cost. If you consider a separate product, test it against your
current setup on comparable traffic—ideally in a shadow or controlled rollout—and include the cost of
implementation and ongoing review.

Rule of thumb: start with the processor’s tools, configure them, and measure the results. Add a separate
product when you can identify a specific gap the built-in system isn’'t addressing, and verify that the
improvement is worth the added cost and complexity.

SEARCHED

payment processor built-in fraud tools vs third party fraud prevention evaluation false declines study
Stripe Radar machine learning fraud prevention official documentation disputes fraud teams

Adyen RevenueProtect risk management fraud official documentation third party integrations

merchant fraud prevention chargeback false decline benchmark study payment fraud tools

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Stripe: Radar Technical Guide https:/stripe.com/guides/primer-on-machine-learning-for-fraud-protection

adyen.com Fraud API vs embedded fraud tools: How to choose the right solution - Adyen https:/www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/fraud-ap

plus 36 more pages found, not cited
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Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

MENTIONED Stripe Radar, Radar for Fraud Teams, Stripe, Signifyd

Short answer: Built-in processor tools are often good enough for small and mid-sized merchants. Dedicated
products tend to win on customization, data depth, portability, and chargeback guarantees. | couldn't find a
reliable independent head-to-head accuracy test, so the performance numbers below come from vendors or
from sources of uneven quality.

Where built-in tools hold up

e They are cheap or free and need little setup. Stripe Radar, for example, is included, with Radar for Fraud
Teams priced at $0.02 per transaction. A commentary source suggests that under S500K in monthly
volume, third-party vendors may not be worth adding, since the processor's built-in tools are sufficient.
Treat that as one opinion, not a rule.

e They sit inside the payment flow. Fraud signals and payment data live in the same system, with no data
transfer latency and no additional integration work.

e Their scoring is trained on large networks. Radar uses models trained on data from millions of businesses
processing payments on Stripe.

Where built-in tools fall short

e Portability: custom rules can't be moved to another payment gateway's fraud tool. That makes switching
processors costly. Built-in tools are typically rigid, offering limited customization and no portability between
gateways.

e Data depth: built-in tools usually work with data such as card number, transaction amount, currency and IP
address, and don't offer the same investigation depth as a full digital footprint analysis that can include
email, social profiles and device fingerprinting.

e Scope: Radar only sees what Stripe sees, so pre-authorization browser signals and cross-processor
account correlation are outside its window. Coverage of account takeover, content abuse, and AML/KYC is
also narrower. One comparison notes that Stripe Radar lacks built-in AML or merchant verification features.

e Chargeback protection: dedicated vendors such as Signifyd offer a 100% chargeback guarantee, which
processors generally don't. Note that processor tools aren't designed to cover losses.

Evidence on accuracy

e Vendor claims conflict and are hard to verify. One source says Stripe Radar blocked 97% of confirmed fraud
attempts while keeping a 98.3% approval rate for legitimate transactions in a March 2026 evaluation.
Another reports that studies show Radar catches 95% of fraud attempts while flagging only 1-2% false
positives. These figures lack methodology and differ from each other.

e A comparison table shows dedicated tools with similar detection rates to each other and to Stripe Radar,
but | couldn't confirm its underlying sources, so | wouldn't rely on it.

e Dedicated vendors publish their own benefits too. Signifyd says its merchants approve 5-9% more orders
than they otherwise would. Discount these claims.

e Because false declines are costly, measure them. False positives, where legitimate customers are
incorrectly declined, are one of the most underreported costs of fraud prevention.

Practical takeaway

e Low volume, one processor, and low dispute rates: the built-in tool plus good basics (3D Secure on risky
orders, clear billing descriptors, chargeback alerts) is usually enough.

e Growing volume, multiple processors, marketplace or account-abuse risk, or a need for guarantees: add a
dedicated layer. Many firms run a hybrid, with built-in tools as a baseline and dedicated systems for complex
cases.
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e Whichever you chooseg, run a trial on your own transactions and compare fraud losses, false declines, and
review costs. Vendor benchmarks won't tell you how your traffic will perform.

SEARCHED
built-in payment processor fraud tools vs third-party fraud prevention comparison
Stripe Radar vs Sift vs Signifyd fraud detection accuracy 2026
SOURCES CITED
medium.com Should You Use Fraud Tools Offered By Your Payment Gateway and Acquirer?
https://medium.com/@seon fraudfighters/should-you-use-fraud-tools-offered-by-your-payment-gateway-and-acquirer-4f1ebOeaa0f6
seon.io Payment Gateway Fraud Tools Vs Dedicated Fraud Prevention https://seon.io/resources/payment-gateway-fraud-how-it-works-and-
solutions/
stripe.com Payment Fraud Management: A Guide https:/stripe.com/resources/more/payment-fraud-management
viasocket.com Top Fraud-Prevention Focused Payment Processors for
Enterprises https://viasocket.com/discovery/blog/v2mfnv/Payment%20Processors/7-fraud-prevention-payment-processors-for-enterprises
adyen.com Fraud APl vs embedded fraud tools: How to choose the right solution - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/fraud-api
paymentsandrisk.com Fraud Prevention Vendor Landscape https:/paymentsandrisk.com/docs/fraud/vendors/landscape/
cside.com The 10 best payment fraud detection software platforms in 2026 https:/cside.com/blog/best-payment-fraud-detection-software
aitoolbox.hk Best Al Fraud Detection Tools 2026: Sift vs Forter vs Signifyd vs Riskified — Buy the Coverage Schedule, Not the Model
- Al Tool Lab https://www.aitoolbox.hk/articles/best-ai-fraud-detection-tools-2026-sift-vs-forter-vs-signifyd-vs-riskified/
careerswami.com Crush Payment Fraud in 2025: How Stripe Radar Fraud Prevention Shields Your Business - Career
Swami https://careerswami.com/stripe-radar-fraud-prevention-guide/
stackrundown.com Al Payment Fraud Detection Tools — 2026 - StackRundown https://stackrundown.com/best-ai-tools-payment-fraud-
detection/

plus 9 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

MENTIONED Stripe, Adyen, Worldpay, Sift, Feedzai, SEON

The effectiveness of fraud tools depends largely on your business’s scale, complexity, and specific risk profile.
There is no "one-size-fits-all" answer; rather, the choice involves a trade-off between operational simplicity and
specialized control.

1. Built-in Fraud Tools (from Payment Processors)

Most modern payment processors (like Stripe, Adyen, or Worldpay) offer embedded fraud detection as part of
their standard service.

e How they work: These tools are baked directly into the payment flow. Because they see the entire
transaction lifecycle—from authorization and routing to settlement—they have access to unique, "closed-
loop" data (such as issuer responses and cross-channel activity) that an external tool cannot see.

e Pros:

o Seamless Integration: No extra technical lift or complex APl maintenance; they are usually "plug-and-
play".
o Contextual Awareness: They align fraud decisions with your broader business goals (e.g., balancing
fraud prevention with approval rates for legitimate customers).
o Operational Efficiency: You manage fewer vendors and systems.
e Cons:

o Limited Scope: They are primarily focused on payment transaction risk and may not cover broader
issues like account takeover, promotional abuse, or sign-up fraud.

o "Black Box" Nature: You may have less transparency into why a transaction was blocked and less ability
to tune the models to your specific needs.
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Question 15 - Gemini, continued

2. Separate Fraud Products (Standalone APlIs)

These are specialized platforms (e.g., Sift, Feedzai, SEON) that sit outside your payment processor.

e How they work: They act as a dedicated "brain" for risk, analyzing data you send them via API. They often
aggregate signals from many different sources (device fingerprinting, behavioral biometrics, external threat
intelligence).

e Pros:

o Highly Specialized: Because fraud is their only product, they often have deeper, more advanced
features, such as behavioral analytics, and are better at spotting sophisticated, non-payment-related
fraud.

o Customizability: They provide more control over rule-setting, model tuning, and data transparency,
which is vital for high-risk or high-volume businesses.
o Holistic View: They can evaluate risk across your entire sales funnel—-not just at the moment of payment

—including account creation and login events.

e Cons:
o Complexity: Requires additional technical integration, maintenance, and potentially managing another
vendor contract.
o Latency & Fragmentation: Adding an extra hop via API can introduce minor latency, and you must
ensure your systems are effectively synced to avoid "false positives" where the fraud tool blocks a
customer that the processor would have accepted.

Comparison Summary

Feature Built-in (Processor) Separate (Third-Party)

Best For Small-to-mid-sized businesses; growth-focused High-risk/Enterprise; complex, multi-channel
teams businesses

Integration Instant / Easy Requires engineering / APl work

Scope Payment transactions End-to-end (signup, login, payment)

Visibility Full payment lifecycle External/Cross-platform patterns

Customization Low to Moderate High

Recommendation

e Start with built-in tools if you are a smaller or medium-sized business. They are designed to be "good
enough" for most standard e-commerce needs, and the cost of managing a third-party tool often outweighs
the benefits in the early stages.

e Move to a separate product when you notice your "false positive" rate (blocking good customers)
becoming an issue, or when your business faces threats beyond simple card fraud—such as account
takeovers, complex affiliate fraud, or when you need a unified view of risk across multiple different payment
processors.

SEARCHED

when to use dedicated fraud prevention vs payment processor tools
payment processors built-in fraud tools vs dedicated third-party fraud solutions
is a third party fraud tool worth it over payment processor fraud tools
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Question 15 - Gemini, continued

SOURCES CITED

adyen.com adyen.com https:/adyen.com
airwallex.com airwallex.com https:/airwallex.com
tipalti.com tipalti.com https:/tipalticom

worldpay.com worldpay.com https://worldpay.com
edenred.com edenred.com https:/edenred.com
group-ib.com group-ib.com https://group-ib.com
databricks.com databricks.com https:/databricks.com
fraudio.com fraudio.com https:/fraudio.com
connectpay.com connectpay.com https://connectpay.com
gocardless.com gocardless.com https:/gocardless.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

BRANDS READ none

Short answer: built-in fraud tools are often a strong starting point, but neither category wins universally. A
processor-native tool can work especially well when most of your payments run through that processor. A
separate product may be worthwhile when your fraud patterns or payment setup need capabilities the built-in
tool doesn’t provide.

Built-in processor tools Separate fraud products

Usually quick to enable, with little extra integration. They can Can offer broader coverage across processors, customer

use payment-flow and processor-network signals that a accounts, promotions, and activity beyond the payment itself;

merchant may not have independently. &7 often provide more configuration. T2

Often a good fit for straightforward card-payment fraud and More useful when you have multiple processors, complex or

businesses with lower or moderate volume. !’ high-volume fraud, unusual business-specific patterns, or
need more control. 712

Tradeoffs can include less flexibility and dependence on the Tradeoffs include integration and operational work; adding

processor’s data, model, and available settings. 14 another service can mean more data handling and potential

latency. 1114

The important caveat: there isn’'t a general, apples-to-apples result showing that standalone products
prevent more fraud overall. Performance depends on the fraud types you face, the data each tool receives, and
how its thresholds are tuned. A system that blocks more suspicious payments can also reject more legitimate

customers, so compare fraud losses and disputes alongside approval/conversion rates and false declines. ''?

Practical approach: Start with your processor’s tool, make sure it receives complete transaction signals, and
measure results against a baseline. '° Consider a separate product if you identify specific gaps—such as cross-
processor visibility, account takeover or promotion abuse, more granular controls, or insufficient results after
tuning. If testing both, use a controlled pilot and measure the same outcomes over comparable traffic; avoid
stacking two automatic decline systems without checking how their decisions affect each other.

Note: The sources available here include provider-authored documentation and guidance, not a neutral head-
to-head benchmark, so vendor claims about comparative performance should be treated cautiously.

SEARCHED

built-in payment processor fraud tools versus standalone fraud prevention effectiveness comparison
payment fraud prevention processor tools standalone fraud platform false declines chargebacks benchmark
2025

Stripe Radar standalone fraud prevention tools comparison documentation
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Question t15 - Perplexity, continued

SOURCES CITED

docs.stripe.com Best practices for preventing fraud https:/docs.stripe.com/disputes/prevention/best-practices
stripe.com Fraud Detection Software: A Guide https://stripe.com/resources/more/fraud-detection-software

docs.stripe.com Send complete fraud signals | Stripe Documentationdocs.stripe.com» radar»
integration https:/docs.stripe.com/radar/optimize-risk-factors

stripe.com Stand-Alone Fraud Prevention... https:/stripe.com/resources/more/ecommerce-fraud-prevention-software

stripe.com Payment Fraud Management: A Guide https:/stripe.com/resources/more/payment-fraud-management

stripe.com Payment Fraud Detection: How It Works - Stripe https:/stripe.com/resources/more/payment-fraud-detection-and-approval-rates
plus 9 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T16 - TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor that pays out every day, including weekends

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Square (top pick), Amazon Pay Express Payout, Stripe

If you mean your business receives card-sale proceeds in your bank account every day, including Saturdays
and Sundays, Square looks like the clearest fit in the U.S.:

e Square offers automatic same-day transfers, which you can schedule for your close of day on the days you
choose. Its instant transfers also work nights and weekends. Both cost 1.95% per transfer, on top of
normal processing fees. Eligibility, limits, and your bank’s availability can affect when money arrives.
(squareup.com)

e Amazon Pay Express Payout is another option: eligible U.S. businesses can receive funds within 24 hours,
including weekends, subject to having an in-network bank account. (sell.amazon.com)

e Stripe can send an Instant Payout any day, including weekends, typically within 30 minutes—but it's a
requested payout, not the normal automatic daily schedule. It costs 1.5% in the U.S., and new users may not
be eligible right away. (support.stripe.com)

Bottom line: For automatic daily payouts, investigate Square’s same-day transfer option. If you need the payout
to arrive every weekend day, confirm your bank supports the transfer method and ask about eligibility and
limits before signing up.

SEARCHED

payment processor daily payouts weekends Saturday Sunday settlement official
merchant payment processor payouts every day including weekends official

Stripe instant payouts weekends daily payouts official

Square deposits weekends daily payout official

site:squareup.com/us/en/help instant transfer weekends automatic daily payout Square
site:docs.stripe.com instant payouts automatic schedule weekends Stripe
site:amazon.com/payments merchant Express Payout weekends Amazon Pay

SOURCES CITED

support.stripe.com What are Instant Payouts and who is eligible? : Stripe: Help & Support https:/support.stripe.com/questions/what-are-
instant-payouts-and-who-is-eligible

sell. amazon.com Get paid faster with Express Payout - Sell on Amazon https:/sell.amazon.com/blog/express-payout

squareup.com Same-Day and Instant Transfers — Get Paid Instantly | Square Transfers https:/squareup.com/us/en/payments/instant-

transfers

plus 45 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED SumUp, Stripe Instant Payouts, Lightspeed Payments MENTIONED PayPal NEGATIVE Shopify Payments,
Otter

Most processors skip weekends on standard payouts. The main ways to get money on Saturdays and Sundays
are a few providers' next-day account features or instant payout options.

e SumUp (UK): Its free Business Account makes card payments available the next day, and that includes
weekends and public holidays. PayPal gives you instant access to your funds in its digital wallet, while
SumUp offers next-day access (including weekends and public holidays) with its free Business Account.
This is availability in your SumUp account, so you'd still need to move money to your bank yourself. Confirm
the details for your country.
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Question 116 - Claude, continued

e Stripe Instant Payouts: You can request these any day, and they're not limited to weekdays. Funds will
appear in your bank account within 30 minutes. The catch is cost: 1.5% with a minimum fee of 50 cents on
Stripe's US pricing page, as of October 2026. New users aren't immediately eligible. Stripe's scheduled daily
payouts don't run on weekends. Stripe automatically transfers your available funds every business day.

e Lightspeed Payments: Eligible merchants can request an instant payout, and instant payouts can be
requested any time, including on weekends and holidays. Availability is limited to certain countries: US, UK,
Ireland, Netherlands, Belgium, and Australia.

Processors to avoid if weekend payouts matter: Shopify Payments groups weekend charges and pays them out
on business days, and Otter's payouts initiated on weekends will begin processing on the next available
business day.

My suggestion: if you're in the UK, SumUp is the simplest fit. If you're in the US or elsewhere and need weekend
access, use Stripe Instant Payouts or Lightspeed's instant payouts and factor in the fee. Tell me your country
and whether you're selling online or in person, and | can narrow this down further.

SEARCHED

payment processor daily payouts including weekends

SOURCES CITED
finder.com Best payment processing systems for small businesses https:/finder.com/uk/card-readers/best-payment-processing-systems

retail-support.lightspeedhq.com Receiving instant payouts with Lightspeed Payments https:/retail-support.lightspeedhg.com/hc/en-
us/articles/19833832528283-Receiving-instant-payouts-with-Lightspeed-Payments

lilachbullock.com Stripe Payouts: Schedules, Settlement and Instant Payouts https:/www.lilachbullock.com/stripe-payouts/
stripe.com Receive payouts https:/stripe.com/docs/payouts

stripe.com Payouts Explained: How Stripe Payouts Work https:/stripe.com/resources/more/payouts-explained
helpdesk.tryotter.com Otter Payouts Schedule https://helpdesk tryotter.com/hc/en-us/articles/35655034312851-Otter-Payouts-Schedule
plus 4 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Square, Square Card, Teya, Paybyrd, Genome, Vendreo OpenPay

To get paid daily—including on weekends and holidays—you generally need a payment processor that offers
Instant Payouts or specialized 7-day-a-week settlement services. Standard banking settlements usually only

process on business days, so relying on standard automatic deposits will often result in a delay until the next
business day.

Here are the primary options for accessing your funds every day of the week:

1. Major Processors with "Instant" Options
These platforms allow you to trigger a payout manually at any time, including weekends, to a linked debit card
or bank account.

e Stripe: Offers Instant Payouts, which can be requested 24/7, including weekends and holidays. Funds
typically appear in your bank account within 30 minutes. Note that new accounts are not immediately
eligible for this feature; you must build a history with Stripe first.

e Square: Provides multiple ways to get paid faster. You can use Instant Transfers (manually triggered) 24/7
for a fee (typically 1.95%), or use Scheduled Deposits (often for a fee, such as 1%) to automate same-day
deposits, including weekends. Square also offers a Square Card that gives you instant access to your sales
funds in your Square balance without needing a bank transfer.

2. Specialized or Regional Providers

Some providers cater specifically to businesses that need "always-on" settlement infrastructure:

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 252 of 273


https://finder.com/uk/card-readers/best-payment-processing-systems
https://retail-support.lightspeedhq.com/hc/en-us/articles/19833832528283-Receiving-instant-payouts-with-Lightspeed-Payments
https://retail-support.lightspeedhq.com/hc/en-us/articles/19833832528283-Receiving-instant-payouts-with-Lightspeed-Payments
https://www.lilachbullock.com/stripe-payouts/
https://stripe.com/docs/payouts
https://stripe.com/resources/more/payouts-explained
https://helpdesk.tryotter.com/hc/en-us/articles/35655034312851-Otter-Payouts-Schedule

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

Question 16 - Gemini, continued

Teya (UK/Europe): Offers "Everyday Settlements" (next day, including weekends) to your standard bank
account, or "Instant Settlements" if you use their specific business account.

Paybyrd: Provides instant payouts for POS merchants, allowing you to "pay out now" to receive funds in
seconds, 24/17.

Genome: Uses SEPA Instant Transfers to offer instant payouts (24/7/365) across the Eurozone for
merchants.

Vendreo OpenPay: Uses Open Banking infrastructure to enable real-time, same-day settlement that
includes weekends and bank holidays.

Important Considerations

Fees: "Instant" or "Same-day" services almost always carry an additional fee (often a percentage of the
transfer amount, e.g., 1% - 1.95%).

Eligibility: New accounts are often restricted from using instant payout features due to fraud prevention.
You may need to process a certain volume or operate for a period of time before these options become
available.

Bank Limitations: Even if a processor sends the funds, your own bank must be capable of receiving and
posting "instant" or "real-time" payments. If your bank does not support these networks, the funds may still
wait until the next business day.

Recommendation: If you are already using a platform like Stripe or Square, check your dashboard to see if you
are eligible for Instant Payouts. If you are looking for a new provider, look for those that explicitly mention Open
Banking or Real-Time Rails (like FedNow or SEPA Instant), as these are built specifically for 24/7/365
settlement.

SEARCHED

payment processors with 7 day a week settlement

merchant accounts with same day payouts including weekends
payment processors with daily payouts including weekends
does Stripe offer daily payouts on weekends

does Square offer daily payouts on weekends

SOURCES CITED

genome.eu genome.eu https:/genome.eu

todapay.com todapay.com https:/todapay.com

stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

paymentsplugin.com paymentsplugin.com https:/paymentsplugin.com

marianatek.com marianatek.com https:/marianatek.com

clearlypayments.com clearlypayments.com https:/clearlypayments.com

mypayadvisor.com mypayadvisor.com https:/mypayadvisor.com

squareup.com squareup.com https:/squareup.com

youtube.com youtube.com https:/youtube.com

thepaypers.com thepaypers.com https:/thepaypers.com

teya.com teya.com https:/teya.com

paybyrd.com paybyrd.com https:/paybyrd.com

vendreo.com vendreo.com https:/vendreo.com

lugra.com lugra.com https:/lugra.com

paymentnerds.com paymentnerds.com https:/paymentnerds.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, GoDaddy Payments, Absa, iKhokha

If you mean automatic deposits to your bank account every day, including Saturday and Sunday, the answer
depends on your country and bank:
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Question t16 - Perplexity, continued

e U.S.: Most processors’ standard daily payouts still skip weekends. Stripe offers Instant Payouts on
weekends and holidays, usually within 30 minutes, but it's on-demand, fee-based, and subject to eligibility
and limits—not automatic daily payouts. 2

e GoDaddy Payments: Offers on-demand instant payouts any day, including weekends, typically within 20
minutes; it's fee-based and available only to prequalified merchants. *

e South Africa: Absa’s 7-Day Settlement is specifically described as settling funds every day, including
Sundays and public holidays; contact Absa to confirm eligibility and terms. '? iKhokha also describes
Sunday payouts for certain bank/account setups, so the exact option depends on your payout route. '°

What country are you in, and do you need automatic weekend deposits or would on-demand instant payouts
work?

SEARCHED

payment processor daily payouts weekends Saturday Sunday merchant payouts
payment processing instant payout weekends Stripe Square PayPal
merchant services daily settlement weekend payouts 7 days a week

SOURCES CITED

docs.stripe.com Receive payouts | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payouts

docs.stripe.com Instant Payouts for Stripe Dashboard users | Stripe Documentation https:/docs.stripe.com/payouts/instant-payouts
godaddy.com What are my payout options? | GoDaddy Payments https:/www.godaddy.com/help/what-are-my-payout-options-42464
absa.co.za Merchant payment solutions - Contact Me https://www.absa.co.za/business/bank-my-business/make-and-receive-payments/value-

added-features/

help.ikhokha.com Transaction Payouts - iKhokha Help Centre https:/help.ikhokha.com/general-information/payouts-and-rates/transaction-
payouts

plus 10 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T17 - TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor that passes extra invoice
detail on business card payments to lower the fees

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Helcim, Adyen, PayPal Advanced Checkout, Worldpay, J.P. Morgan Payments

You're looking for Level 2 / Level 3 (L2/L3) payment processing—also called enhanced commercial-card data.
It sends extra invoice information with eligible business, corporate, and purchasing-card transactions. Level 2
typically includes tax and invoice/PO details; Level 3 adds line items, quantities, and prices. If the card and
transaction qualify, that can reduce interchange—but savings aren’t guaranteed, and your processor’s markup
still applies. (developer.payments.jpmorgan.com)

Processors to look at:

e Helcim — offers Level 2/3 optimization and says its fee for the service is based on savings generated.
(devdocs.helcim.com)

e Adyen — supports sending L2/L3 data for eligible business, purchasing, and corporate cards.
(docs.adyen.com)

e PayPal Advanced Checkout — supports L2/L3 data; PayPal notes reduced interchange may benefit eligible
IC++ merchants. (paypal.com)

e Worldpay — supports corporate purchasing data, including order, tax, and line-item details.
(docs.worldpay.com)

e J.P. Morgan Payments — documents L2/L3 submission and potential lower interchange for qualifying
transactions. (developer.payments.jpmorgan.com)

When comparing, ask: “Do you automatically pass valid Level 2 and Level 3 data from my invoices through to
the card networks, and can | see which transactions qualified?” Also ask for interchange-plus pricing and
any extra gateway or enhanced-data fees. The feature helps only on eligible commercial-card transactions, and
incomplete or invalid details may not get the lower rate. (docs.prioritycommerce.com)

If you tell me what invoicing/accounting software you use and whether payments are online or in person, | can
narrow down which options fit.

SEARCHED

payment processor Level 2 Level 3 data business card transactions lower interchange fees invoice detail
US payment processor Level 3 data invoice line items commercial cards interchange savings official
payment gateway Level II Level III processing business cards detailed invoice data

SOURCES CITED

developer.payments.jpmorgan.com Online Payments Commercial cards | Payments Developer
Portal https:/developer.payments.jpmorgan.com/docs/commerce/online-payments/capabilities/online-payments/payment-methods/cards/commercialcards

paypal.com PayPal Advanced Checkout - What are Level 2 and 3 Card payment transactions? | PayPal
US https://www.paypal.com/us/cshelp/article/paypal-advanced-checkout---what-are-level-2-and-3-card-payment-transactions-help984

docs.adyen.com Level 2/3 data | Adyen Docs https:/docs.adyen.com/payment-methods/cards/enhanced-scheme-data/I2-13
devdocs.helcim.com Level 2 and 3 Optimized Payments https:/devdocs.helcim.com/docs/level-2-and-3-optimized-payments

docs.worldpay.com Corporate Purchasing Data (Level 2 / Level 3) | Card Payments API https:/docsworldpay.com/access/products/card-
payments/features/I2-13-purchasing

plus 33 more pages found, not cited
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Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Fluid Pay, Revolution Payments, Payment Depot, Level 3 Processing MENTIONED PayTrace

The service you're describing is called Level 2/Level 3 processing. Providers that offer it include Fluid Pay,
Revolution Payments, Payment Depot (which works with PayTrace), and Level3Processing.com. | didn't verify
each provider's current pricing, so compare them directly.

How it works: Card networks reward more detailed transaction data on business cards. Level 3 processing is
used in B2B and B2G transactions to secure lower interchange rates and capture additional reporting detail.
Level 2 is the lighter tier. Level 2 includes summary data, such as tax amount and customer reference numbers,
while Level 3 adds detailed line-item information, like product descriptions, quantities, and shipping details.

Savings: Estimates vary a lot by source. One guide says merchants that submit accurate Level 3 data on
qualifying commercial card transactions typically save 0.50% to 1.50% per transaction compared to standard
processing. Revolution Payments claims up to 40% before your processor adds their fee. Treat the 40% figure
as marketing, since the per-transaction savings are usually a fraction of a percent.

Eligibility: Only commercial card types qualify for Level 3 interchange savings: corporate cards, purchasing
cards (P-cards), government procurement cards, and fleet cards. Consumer cards don't qualify. Also,
commercial cards may be charged at level 1 rates if you don't provide all the required data.

Recent Visa change: Visa's rules have shifted in 2026. One source says as of January 2026, Level 2 processing
has been fully retired, while another says Visa discontinued its separate Level 2 rates in April 2026 as part of its
Commercial Enhanced Data Program. Both agree that on Visa cards the lower rate now requires full Level 3
line-item data. Mastercard still rewards both Level 2 and Level 3 data.

Watch the pricing model: Savings only reach you if the processor passes them through. On tiered or bundled
pricing, a lower interchange rate can simply become more margin for the processor. Look for interchange-plus
pricing, and ask the provider to show Level 3 transactions clearing at the lower rate.

If you tell me your industry, your annual card volume, and whether you're on Visa or Mastercard, | can help you
estimate the savings or narrow the options.

SEARCHED

Level 3 data processing business card interchange savings processor

Level 2 Level 3 data commercial card processing fees explained

SOURCES CITED

fluidpay.com Level 3 Credit Card Processing for B2B Merchants https:/www.fluidpay.com/products/level-3-credit-card-processing
finix.com Get Lower Rates With Level 2 and Level 3 Credit Card Processing (2026) https:/finix.com/resources/blogs/lowering-payment-
processing-rates-with-level-2-and-level-3-processing

navan.com What is Level 3 Data? How It Works - Navan https:/navan.com/resources/glossary/level-3-data

weaudit.com Level 3 Credit Card Processing: 2026 Guide for B2B https://www.weaudit.com/level-3-credit-card-processing/
revolution-payments.com understanding-level-i-level-ii-and-level-iii-credit-card-processing - Revolution Payments https:/revolution-
payments.com/understanding-level-i-level-ii-and-level-iii-credit-card-processing/

cardfellow.com What You Need to Know About Level 2 and Level 3 Data for B2B Payment https://www.cardfellow.com/blog/b2b-

transactions-level-2-3-credit-card-processing/

plus 10 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Helcim, Revolution Payments, Payway, NMI, Global Payments NEGATIVE Stripe, Square, PayPal

To lower your fees when accepting business, corporate, or purchasing cards, you need a payment processor
that supports Level 2 and Level 3 data transmission.
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Question 17 - Gemini, continued

How It Works

Standard credit card transactions (Level 1) only include basic information like the card number, date, and
amount. When you provide "enhanced" data—such as invoice numbers, tax amounts, purchase order (PO)
numbers, and line-item details (product descriptions, quantities, freight costs)—card networks (Visa,
Mastercard) view the transaction as lower risk. Because the transaction is more secure and transparent, they
reward your business with lower interchange rates.

Key Considerations for Choosing a Processor

¢ Interchange-Plus Pricing: Ensure your processor uses "Interchange-Plus" (or "IC+") pricing. With this
model, the savings from Level 2/3 data are passed directly to you. If you are on a "flat-rate" model (like
standard Stripe, Square, or PayPal accounts), you generally will not see the benefit of these lower
interchange rates.

e Automation: Manual entry is prone to error and time-consuming. Look for processors or gateways that
automatically detect when a corporate card is used and transmit the necessary data fields from your
invoice or ERP software.

e Visa/Mastercard Program Changes: Note that as of early 2026, Visa has retired its Level 2 program in favor
of its Commercial Enhanced Data Program (CEDP), making Level 3 data the primary focus for achieving the
best rates on Visa commercial cards.

Examples of Processors & Solutions

Many specialized merchant service providers offer Level 2 and Level 3 optimization. You should look for
providers that explicitly market "B2B payment solutions" or "Interchange Optimization".

e Helcim: Known for transparent interchange-plus pricing and specifically advertises that they make it easy
to automatically apply Level 2 and Level 3 data.

¢ Revolution Payments: Specializes in B2B/B2G payments and has a long history of helping merchants
optimize for Level 3 rates.

e Payway: Offers automated Level 3 processing, which they integrate to ensure clients qualify for the lowest
possible rates without manual input.

e NMI & Global Payments: These are larger payment gateways/processors that often support the advanced
APl integrations required to pass this level of data.

Recommended Next Steps

1. Analyze Your Volume: If a significant portion of your payments comes from B2B customers using corporate
purchasing cards, this optimization will be highly cost-effective.

2. Audit Your Current Provider: Ask your current processor if they support Level 3 data transmission and, if
so, whether it is enabled for your account.

3. Check Your Software Integration: Ensure your billing software, ERP, or e-commerce platform can export
the required line-item fields (like PO numbers and item descriptions) so they can be passed through the
payment gateway.

SEARCHED

what is level 2 and level 3 payment processing

payment processors that support level 3 data for lower interchange fees
payment processor passes extra invoice detail to lower business card fees
how to reduce business card processing fees with level 2 3 data
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Question 17 - Gemini, continued

SOURCES CITED

helcim.com helcim.com https:/helcim.com

slash.com slash.com https:/slash.com

nmi.com nmi.com https://nmi.com

margeta.com margeta.com https:/margeta.com

finix.com finix.com https:/finix.com

revolution-payments.com revolution-payments.com https:/revolution-payments.com
clearlypayments.com clearlypayments.com https://clearlypayments.com
airwallex.com airwallex.com https://airwallex.com

mollie.com mollie.com https:/mollie.com

getbalance.com getbalance.com https:/getbalance.com
arrowpayments.com arrowpayments.com https:/arrowpayments.com
payway.com payway.com https:/payway.com

globalpayments.com globalpayments.com https:/globalpayments.com
level-3processing.com level-3processing.com https:/level-3processing.com
elavon.com elavon.com https:/elavon.com

juspay.io juspay.io https:/juspay.io

stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Helcim, PayPal, Checkout.com, Payrix

You're looking for Level 2 / Level 3 (enhanced commercial card data) processing. It sends invoice information
with eligible business, purchasing, or corporate card transactions, which can qualify them for lower interchange
rates. Level 2 includes details such as tax, invoice number, and customer or PO reference; Level 3 adds line-
item details such as descriptions, quantities, and unit prices. '°

Processors/services to look at:

e Helcim — offers Level 2/3 optimization and says its fee is based on the savings generated. ’
e PayPal — supports Level 2/3 data for eligible corporate and purchasing cards. '
e Checkout.com — supports submitting Level 2 or Level 3 transaction data.

e Payrix — supports Level 2/3 submission, including line-item invoice details. ?

When comparing, ask whether the processor automatically passes your invoice data to the card networks,
what eligible-card coverage it supports, and whether its pricing includes extra fees. Savings aren't guaranteed:
they depend on the card, transaction, complete/accurate data, and processor setup; consumer cards generally
don't qualify. '1°

SEARCHED

payment processor Level 3 data invoice details lower interchange fees business cards

payment processor enhanced data Level 2 Level 3 card payments invoice detail fees

commercial card processing Level 3 data optimization processor invoice details

SOURCES CITED

developer.paypal.com Level 2/Level 3 Card Payment Processing | PayPal Developer https:/developer.paypal.com/expanded/level2-level3-
processing

resource.payrix.com Submit Level 2 and Level 3 Data - Payrix Pro Resource Center https://resource.payrix.com/docs/submit-level-2-and-

level-3-data

checkout.com Submit Level 2 or Level 3 data - Docs - Checkout.com https://www.checkout.com/docs/payments/manage-payments/enhanced-

scheme-data/submit-level-2-or-level-3-data
support.authorize.net What Is Level 2 Data? https:/support.authorize.net/knowledgebase/Knowledgearticle/?code=000001285
devdocs.helcim.com Level 2 and 3 Optimized Payments https:/devdocs.helcim.com/docs/level-2-and-3-optimized-payments

na-gateway.mastercard.com Level 2 and 3 Data https:/na-
gateway.mastercard.com/api/documentation/integrationGuidelines/supportedFeatures/pickAdditionalFunctionality/levelllAndllIData/index.html?locale=en_US

plus 9 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T18 - TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment processor with clear terms on
rolling reserves for a fast-growing business

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Qualpay (top pick), Checkout.com, Stripe, Square

For a fast-growing U.S. business, I'd prioritize a processor that will put your reserve terms in the signed
merchant agreement, rather than relying on a general policy page. No processor can promise never to impose
areserve, but you can negotiate limits and review triggers.

Worth evaluating:

e Qualpay — Its documentation clearly explains how a rolling reserve works, including a 10%/90-day example,
and says merchants can request a reserve review after 12 months of continuous processing. That's useful
transparency, though the example is not a guaranteed offer for your account. (help.qualpay.com)

e Checkout.com — Better suited to a larger or rapidly scaling operation that wants a direct merchant-services
relationship. Its documentation says reserve conditions are set in the Merchant Services Agreement, so get
the percentage, duration, and release mechanics specified there before signing. (support.checkout.com)

e Stripe or Square — They explain their reserve practices publicly, but reserves can be applied based on risk
assessments. Stripe says reserve terms are communicated to the business; Square says reserve terms are
visible in its dashboard. | wouldn’t choose either on the assumption that a fast growth spike can’t trigger a
hold. (support.stripe.com)

My practical take: Start with Qualpay if explicit reserve mechanics and a review path are your top priorities;
consider Checkout.com if you're large enough for an enterprise sales process and can negotiate contract
terms. Before committing, ask for written answers to:

1. Can areserve be imposed or increased unilaterally, and what triggers that?
2. What are the maximum reserve percentage and holding period?

3. Is there a cap on the total reserve balance?

4. When are funds released, and what happens after termination?

5. How often can you request a review, and what metrics or documents are required?

Ask them to put the answers in the agreement or an addendum—not just an email or sales presentation. The
best fit depends heavily on your industry, monthly volume, average ticket, and how long customers wait for
delivery.

SEARCHED

payment processor rolling reserve terms official Stripe reserve rolling reserve
payment processor rolling reserve policy official Adyen reserve rolling reserve
payment processor rolling reserve official PayPal reserve account terms
merchant account rolling reserve terms fast growing business official

SOURCES CITED

support.checkout.com Rolling reserve process - Checkout.com https:/support.checkout.com/hc/en-us/articles/14327220305682-Rolling-
reserve-process

support.stripe.com Reserves : Stripe: Help & Support https:/support.stripe.com/topics/reserves?locale=en-GB

help.qualpay.com Merchant Account Reserve Overview | Qualpay Merchant Knowledge Base https:/help.qualpay.com/help/merchant-

account-reserve-overview

plus 27 more pages found, not cited
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Question t18 - ChatGPT, continued

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

MENTIONED Stripe, DECTA, Nationwide Payment Systems, PinPoint Payments

| couldn't confirm a specific processor with published, standardized reserve terms. The search turned up
mostly educational guides and vendor marketing, so treat any provider's claims as something to verify in
writing.

Providers that publish reserve explainers

e Stripe has a plain-language explainer on how reserves work. It describes the reserve percentage and
holding period as terms agreed at setup, and says they can be adjusted as a business grows. When a
business implements payment processing with a provider, they agree on terms based on the business type,
size, industry, and risk factors. These terms include the percentage of each transaction to reserve and the
duration for which these funds will be kept before release. Check your own agreement for the actual
numbers.

e Some high-risk providers also publish explainers, including DECTA, Nationwide Payment Systems, and
PinPoint Payments. A published explainer shows they're willing to discuss the topic. It doesn't prove their
contract terms are clear.

Benchmarks for what's typical

e The market normis 5% to 10% held for 30 to 180 days, with high-risk verticals at the higher end and
stronger files able to negotiate lower or zero reserve.

e A fast-growing business can face a larger reserve as volume rises. Monthly processing volume increases
sharply without prior notice is one common trigger for a reserve.

Caution on vendor claims

e Some sites promote "zero reserve" options. One guide claims a crypto-settlement gateway has made
reserves impossible. That's a sales piece, so verify it independently, including any compliance and fund-
access terms.

e A salesperson saying "We should be able to offer no reserve" is not the same as final underwriting. Get any
no-reserve claim in the signed agreement.

What to demand before signing

1. The reserve percentage, holding period, and release schedule, in writing.

2. Whether the reserve can increase, and what triggers an increase (chargeback ratio, volume jumps, and so
on).

3. A defined review process for reducing or removing the reserve, with a timeline. Growth is a common reason
to ask for this review.

4. Whether a reserve is held after account closure, and for how long.

5. Settlement speed (daily or weekly payouts) and whether ACH or other payment methods could reduce card
exposure.

If you tell me your industry, monthly volume, and whether you sell subscriptions or cross-border, | can narrow
the options. Current pricing and reserve terms should be confirmed directly with each provider.

SEARCHED

payment processor rolling reserve terms transparent high-growth businesses
rolling reserve payment processing no reserve options 2026
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Question t18 - ChatGPT, continued

SOURCES CITED

stripe.com Whatis a roIIing reserve? https:/stripe.com/resources/more/rolling-reserves-101-what-they-are-why-they-matter

2accept.net What Is a Rolling Reserve in Payment Processing? https://www.2accept.net/blog/rolling-reserve-in-payment-processing
catalystpay.com Rolling Reserve of a Merchant Account Explained: How Much, How Long, How to Reduce It

(2026) nttps://catalystpay.com/resources/blog/rolling-reserve-means-merchant-account

merchantadviceservice.co.uk Payments and Rolling Reserve https:/www.merchantadviceservice.co.uk/merchant-accounts/lets-talk-payments-

and-rolling-reserve

plus 12 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC
RECOMMENDED Adyen, PayKings, SoarPay, Finix, Helcim
For a fast-growing business, navigating rolling reserves is less about finding a single "perfect" processor and

more about selecting a partner that offers contractual transparency and a clear, documented path to
reducing or eliminating these holds as your business matures.

Because rolling reserves are a risk-mitigation tool used by acquiring banks, no reputable processor will promise
a total lack of reserves if your business profile (industry, chargeback history, or growth speed) triggers their risk
models. However, you can secure favorable terms by prioritizing the following approach.

1. Seek "Interchange-Plus" Transparency

Avoid "blended" or "flat-rate" pricing models if you are scaling quickly. Processors that use Interchange-Plus
(or Interchange++) pricing provide a clearer breakdown of their markup versus network costs. This
transparency often extends to their risk management communications. When a processor is transparent about
how they price your risk, they are generally more likely to provide clear, written terms regarding:

e The exact reserve percentage (e.g., 5%-10%).
¢ The specific hold period (e.g., 90 vs. 180 days).

e The trigger conditions for a review (e.g., "after 6 months of processing with a chargeback rate below 1%").

2. Negotiate the "Release Path" Upfront

Never accept a standard contract that leaves reserve terms at the processor's "sole discretion.” Negotiate these
specific protections before signing:

e Written Review Schedule: Ensure your contract includes a clause stating that reserves will be reviewed for
reduction or elimination after a specific period (typically 6-12 months) of "clean" processing.

e Defined Metrics: Ask for the specific chargeback or dispute thresholds that will qualify you for a reduction
in the reserve percentage.

e Capped vs. Rolling: If your cash flow is tight, ask if they can offer a capped reserve (where they hold a fixed
total amount) instead of a rolling percentage of every sale, which can grow uncontrollably as your volume
increases.

3. Recommended Processor Categories

For high-growth businesses, the "best" processor is one that offers a dedicated account manager rather than
just automated support.

e For Enterprise Scale: Processors like Adyen are often preferred by large-scale businesses because they
hold their own acquiring licenses, allowing for more direct, transparent conversations about risk and reserve
structures compared to third-party aggregators.

e For High-Risk/Fast-Growth: If your industry is classified as "high risk," work with specialized providers (such
as PayKings, SoarPay, or others with high-risk expertise). These firms are built to handle the complexities of
reserves and are often more willing to negotiate a "step-down" plan for your reserve requirements as you
prove your stability.
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Question 18 - Gemini, continued

e Modern Payment Infrastructure: Platforms like Finix or Helcim are frequently cited for their commitment to
transparent pricing and partnership-oriented models, which can be an advantage when you need to
advocate for your business's growth trajectory.

4. Best Practices to Mitigate Reserves

Processors increase reserves when they feel "surprised" by your growth. You can reduce this risk by:

e Proactive Communication: Notify your processor before you launch a large marketing campaign or expect
a significant, sudden spike in volume. This transparency prevents the automated risk triggers that often lead
to sudden, aggressive holds.

e Aggressive Dispute Management: Use automated pre-dispute alerts and ensure your billing descriptors
are clear. A low chargeback rate is the single most powerful tool you have to negotiate away a reserve.

e Multi-Processor Strategy: As you scale, consider a dual-processor setup. This provides redundancy (if one
processor freezes funds, you aren't completely shut down) and allows you to route volume in a way that
minimizes risk exposure for any single provider.

Recommendation: Before finalizing any agreement, ask the sales representative for the "Merchant Agreement
template" specifically regarding reserve clauses. If they cannot provide a clear, written process for when and
how the reserve can be reduced, consider that a red flag for your long-term growth.

SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED
None.

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe (top pick) MENTIONED PayPal, Adyen

Stripe is a reasonable starting point if you want reserve terms explained clearly. Its documentation says it will
tell you the reserve percentage and holding period, and describes rolling releases—for example, each

transaction’s reserve is released after its set window. Stripe gives 30-90 days as a typical reserve period,
though terms depend on the account and aren’t guaranteed in advance. '@

For a fast-growing business, ask Stripe to confirm in writing:

e reserve percentage and release window;
e whether the reserve can change as volume grows;
e how and when held funds are released if you stop processing;

e what review or appeal process applies.

PayPal also gives a concrete example—10% held for 90 days—but says it may use rolling or minimum reserves,
so the actual terms are account-specific. “ Adyen documents rolling reserves too, but its terms allow the
reserve level to change when risk factors change, including substantial transaction growth. °

Bottom line: compare written, account-specific terms rather than relying on a processor’s general reserve
examples. If predictable cash flow is crucial, get the reserve cap, review triggers, and release schedule agreed
before moving significant volume.

SEARCHED

payment processor rolling reserve terms reserve percentage duration official Stripe
payment processor rolling reserve terms fast growing business official Adyen
payment processor rolling reserve policy official PayPal merchant reserve
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Question t18 - Perplexity, continued

SOURCES CITED

support.stripe.com Reserves : Stripe: Help & Support https:/support.stripe.com/topics/reserves

paypal.com What are reserves? | PayPal US https:/www.paypal.com/us/cshelp/article/what-are-reserves-help393

adyen.com Adyen For Platforms Terms and Conditions https://www.adyen.com/legal/adyen-for-platforms-terms-and-conditions
support.stripe.com reserves-frequently-asked-questions https:/support.stripe.com/questions/reserves-frequently-asked-questions
plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T19 - TAIL - COMPARE - INFORMATIONAL

Should a software platform become a payment
facilitator itself or use a provider's embedded payments?

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

BRANDS READ none

Default: use a provider’s embedded-payments offering first. Become your own registered payment facilitator
only when payments are strategically central and you're ready to own the extra risk, operations, and regulatory
work.

Use a provider’s embedded payments when... Consider becoming a PayFac when...
You want to launch sooner and focus on your core software Payments are a core business line, not just a feature

You want a provider to handle much of the onboarding, You have enough volume and margin to justify the added
processing, and payout infrastructure operating burden

You don’t yet have a mature payments-risk and compliance You want more control over underwriting, merchant experience,
team pricing, and payment economics

You're still learning what customers need You can fund ongoing risk, compliance, support, and
engineering operations

A PayFac can contractually onboard sub-merchants and receive settlement for them, which brings more
control-but also significant responsibility for merchant oversight, disputes, fraud, and compliance. The precise
division of work and liability depends on the provider, acquirer, and contract; using an embedded-payments
provider does not necessarily eliminate the platform’s responsibilities. (usa.visa.com)

A practical path: start with a provider, but negotiate for the things you may want to retain—your branded
experience, control over pricing, access to transaction data, and a viable migration path. Measure the actual
economics and operational burden. Revisit becoming a PayFac only when the additional control and margin
clearly outweigh the costs and risk. Provider models vary: some offer a more managed marketplace setup,
while others support platforms that take on more payment-facilitator responsibilities. (docs.adyen.com)

Before choosing, model net payment margin, not headline processing revenue: include provider and network
fees, fraud and chargeback losses, onboarding and support costs, compliance, reserves, and engineering. Then
compare providers on merchant approval rates, payout control, dispute handling, data portability, geographic
coverage, and contract terms.

Rule of thumb: if your main goal is to make payments feel native in your software, use a provider. If payments
themselves are a major competitive advantage and you're prepared to run a payments operation, investigate
becoming a PayFac. Get payments counsel to review the proposed structure and contracts before launch.

SEARCHED

Stripe payment facilitator platform embedded payments become payfac responsibilities official
Adyen for Platforms payment facilitator responsibilities embedded payments official

Visa payment facilitator definition registration sponsored merchant official

software platforms embedded payments payfac build vs buy risk compliance underwriting
SOURCES CITED

docs.adyen.com Adyen for Platforms | Adyen Docs https://docs.adyen.com/adyen-for-platforms-model

usa.visa.com Payment Facilitators https://usavisa.com/dam/VCOM/download/merchants/tpa-registration-program-fags.pdf

plus 32 more pages found, not cited
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Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

MENTIONED Visa, Mastercard

Short answer: For most software platforms, start with an embedded payments provider that offers payfac-as-
a-service. Become a registered payment facilitator only when payments are central to your business and you
have the scale and capital to run the compliance stack.

Why most platforms start with a provider

e The provider carries the heaviest burden. Under payfac-as-a-service, the platform still controls the user
experience and often earns revenue share, but the provider handles the regulatory and risk heavy lifting.

e Launch timing differs a lot. One provider's comparison puts a days to weeks launch with a provider against
12-18 months to become a fully registered PayFac. Treat vendor-published figures with caution, since
these sources sell embedded payments.

e Costs are the other big gap. Vendor estimates for building your own stack run from roughly $600,000+ in
engineering alone, to a full card-rail budget of $2.5M-S$7M upfront. Estimates vary widely, but the fixed cost
is large.

e Most of the economics are still available. A provider model still lets you get better economics and UX
control than pure referral, without taking on everything a registered facilitator does.

When becoming a payfac makes sense

e Payments are your core product, not a feature. If you're building a payments company, not a platform that
needs payments, then owning the stack makes strategic sense.

e You have enough volume to absorb fixed costs. Full registration brings maximum control over pricing,
payout timing, and experience; highest revenue potential, but also significant time, capital, and expertise
required.

e You're willing to carry risk directly. You take on financial liability for merchant fraud and chargebacks, plus
KYC, AML, and sponsor-bank relationships. Registration requires a sponsor bank to underwrite you with
Visa, Mastercard, and the card networks.

Questions to settle before deciding

1. Who needs to own underwriting and monitoring? Decide how risk decisions get made, audited, and
adjusted.

2. How much pricing and payout control do you need? This usually decides between referral, payfac-as-a-
service, and full registration.

3. How much merchant fragmentation can you tolerate? Letting every customer bring its own processor
keeps you hands-off, but it creates fragmented data, slow onboarding, and a heavy support burden.

4. What is your revenue model? Payments as a second revenue line only pays off if transaction volume is
large enough to justify the cost of owning the compliance stack.

Practical path: Launch with a provider's embedded payments to validate demand and volume. Negotiate
contract terms that preserve your pricing and data access. Revisit full registration once volume is large enough
that the margin gain exceeds the fixed compliance and staffing costs. Also check whether your provider's
terms make a later migration hard, since that affects how reversible the decision is.

SEARCHED

become payment facilitator vs embedded payments platform tradeoffs
payment facilitator sponsor bank compliance PCI costs 2026
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Question 119 - Claude, continued

SOURCES CITED

shuttleglobal.com Embedded Payments Without Becoming a PayFac https://www.shuttleglobal.com/guides/embedded-payments-without-
payfac/

staxpayments.com Being Your Own Payment Facilitator: What Are The Costs? https:/staxpayments.com/blog/what-are-the-costs-of-being-
your-own-payments-facilitator/

forte.net Embedded Payments, Minus the Hype: An Operator's Guide https:/www.forte.net/insights/embedded-payments-minus-the-hype-an-
operators-guide

stripe.com What Are Embedded Payments? https:/stripe.com/resources/more/what-are-embedded-payments

b2bdaily.com The Strategic and Operational Landscape of Embedded Payments https://b2bdaily.com/fintech/the-strategic-and-operational-
landscape-of-embedded-payments/

whop.com Embedded payments: Ultimate guide for platforms, marketplaces and SaaS https://whop.com/blog/embedded-payments/
payram.com Cost to Become a Payment Facilitator: The 2026 Breakdown https:/payram.com/blog/cost-to-become-a-payment-facilitator

fiska.com How to become a payment facilitator (PayFac) as a Saa$S platform - Fiska https://fiska.com/blog/how-to-become-a-payment-

facilitator/

plus 10 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

BRANDS READ none

Deciding between becoming a Payment Facilitator (PayFac) and using embedded payments via a provider is
a strategic crossroads that hinges on your platform’s scale, appetite for risk, and long-term business goals.

The Core Distinction

e Becoming a PayFac means you become the "master merchant." You take on full responsibility for
onboarding sub-merchants, managing risk, handling chargebacks, and ensuring compliance with card
network rules.

e Embedded Payments (via a partner) means you integrate a third-party's payment infrastructure into your
software. You gain the benefits of a native payment experience—where users never leave your platform-but
the partner handles the heavy lifting of compliance, underwriting, and risk.

Comparison at a Glance

Feature Becoming a PayFac Embedded Payments (via Partner)

Control Full control over UX, pricing, and onboarding. High control over UX; less over backend ops.
Revenue Highest (captures the full spread). Lower (revenue share or margin).
Operational Burden High (KYC/AML, risk, fraud, disputes). Low (partner manages compliance/risk).
Setup Time Slow (often 12-24 months). Fast (can be weeks).

Risk/Liability High (legal and financial exposure). Minimal (partner assumes most risk).

When to Consider Becoming a PayFac

Becoming a registered PayFac is a significant undertaking, essentially turning you into a fintech company. You

should only consider this path if:

¢ You have immense scale: You process enough payment volume (GPV) to justify the high fixed costs of
compliance, audits, and dedicated risk teams.

e You require total control: Your business model depends on highly specific underwriting or payout
structures that off-the-shelf embedded solutions cannot support.

e Payments are a core pillar: Your company’s valuation and growth are fundamentally tied to owning the
entire financial infrastructure.

Citewake Edition 2 - citewake.com - CC BY 4.0 Page 266 of 273


https://www.shuttleglobal.com/guides/embedded-payments-without-payfac/
https://www.shuttleglobal.com/guides/embedded-payments-without-payfac/
https://staxpayments.com/blog/what-are-the-costs-of-being-your-own-payments-facilitator/
https://staxpayments.com/blog/what-are-the-costs-of-being-your-own-payments-facilitator/
https://www.forte.net/insights/embedded-payments-minus-the-hype-an-operators-guide
https://www.forte.net/insights/embedded-payments-minus-the-hype-an-operators-guide
https://stripe.com/resources/more/what-are-embedded-payments
https://b2bdaily.com/fintech/the-strategic-and-operational-landscape-of-embedded-payments/
https://b2bdaily.com/fintech/the-strategic-and-operational-landscape-of-embedded-payments/
https://whop.com/blog/embedded-payments/
https://payram.com/blog/cost-to-become-a-payment-facilitator
https://fiska.com/blog/how-to-become-a-payment-facilitator/
https://fiska.com/blog/how-to-become-a-payment-facilitator/

Citewake Online payment processing: what Al recommends, Citewake Edition 2 (collected 29-30 Oct 2026) doi:10.5281/zenod0.23792172

Question 19 - Gemini, continued

When to Choose Embedded Payments (Partnered Model)

For most software platforms, partnering with an embedded payments provider (often called PayFac-as-a-
Service) is the more pragmatic choice. This approach allows you to:

e Focus on your product: You keep your engineering and leadership teams focused on your core software
rather than payment operations.

e Accelerate time-to-market: You can launch integrated payments in weeks rather than spending years
navigating regulatory approvals.

e Mitigate liability: By using a partner, you offload the complex burden of KYC, AML, and PCI-DSS
compliance, protecting your platform from the financial risks of sub-merchant fraud or bankruptcy.
e Scale economically: Modern providers offer "PayFac-like" economics, allowing you to monetize payments

through revenue-sharing or configurable fee arrangements without the startup costs of becoming a
registered entity.

Recommendation

If you are a growing SaaS or vertical platform, start with an embedded payments partner.

Many platforms mistakenly believe they must become a PayFac to "own" the revenue or the experience.
However, modern embedded finance providers can deliver the same white-labeled, seamless experience and
significant revenue upside without the massive operational and regulatory overhead. You can always "graduate"
to a full PayFac model in the future if your payment volume and strategic needs eventually demand it.

SEARCHED

No web search run.

SOURCES CITED

None.

Perplexity perplexity/sonar- 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

BRANDS READ none

For most software platforms, start with a provider’s embedded-payments offering. Consider becoming a
payment facilitator (PayFac) yourself only when payments are strategically central and the added control and
potential margin justify the ongoing operational, financial, and regulatory burden.

Use a provider’'s embedded payments when... Become a PayFac when...

You want to launch sooner and focus engineering and operations on Payments are a core business line, not just a feature.
your core product.

You want the provider to handle much of the processing, You need deeper control over underwriting, risk policies,
onboarding, underwriting, compliance, and risk infrastructure. The payment operations, and economics—and have the

exact division of responsibility varies by provider and contract. '2 expertise and capital to support them. 22
You'd rather trade some margin for less infrastructure and Your transaction scale and expected margin
operational overhead. improvement can outweigh the costs of compliance, risk

management, staffing, and ongoing oversight. 3*

Important: “Embedded payments” does not mean your platform has no responsibilities. Confirm in writing who
handles merchant verification, ongoing monitoring, disputes, losses, reserves, payouts, and regulatory
obligations in each market. Responsibilities can be shared, and the provider’s contract and product model
matter. '2

A practical approach is to launch with a provider, measure payment volume, contribution margin, support and
risk costs, and merchant needs, then revisit the PayFac decision using your actual data. Compare providers on
total cost—not just the headline processing rate—including revenue share, minimums, reserves, payout terms,
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Question t19 - Perplexity, continued

portability, and the controls you retain. *

Bottom line: Choose a provider unless you have a clear, quantified case for taking on PayFac responsibilities. A
provider can offer a branded, integrated experience, but “more control” should be weighed against what it costs
to operate and manage risk—not assumed to mean better economics. '*

" Adyen: PayFac-as-a-Service (adyen.com)

2 Stripe: Marketplace compliance responsibilities (stripe.com)

3 Adyen: What is a payment facilitator and should you become one? (adyen.com)
4 Adyen: Understand the economics of embedded payments (help.adyen.com)

SEARCHED

payment facilitator become own payfac embedded payments provider tradeoffs 2026

Stripe Connect platform own payment facilitator responsibilities underwriting compliance

Adyen platforms embedded payments payfac platform economics responsibilities

SOURCES CITED

adyen.com What is PayFac-as-a-Service? Everything you need to know - Adyen https://www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/payfac-as-a-service
stripe.com Marketplace Regulations and KYC Compliance https://stripe.com/resources/more/marketplace-compliance-responsibilities

adyen.com https://www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/do-platforms-n... https:/www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/do-platforms-need-to-become-
payfacs-to-win-at-payments.md

adyen.com https://www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/payfac.md https:/www.adyen.com/knowledge-hub/payfac.md
plus 11 more pages found, not cited
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APPENDIX A - QUESTION T20 - TAIL - RECOMMEND - DECISION

Payment dashboard with permissions so support
staff can issue refunds but not change payout details

ChatGPT gpt-6-luna- 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, Adyen

Stripe fits this setup: invite support staff as Support Specialist team members. That role can view payment
data and issue refunds, but can’t edit account settings—including bank-account/payout details. Keep those
settings restricted to administrators. (stripe.com)

If you need a more tailored permission set, Adyen also has separate roles for Merchant manage payments
(refunds) and Merchant manage bank accounts (payout bank-account changes), so you can grant the former
without the latter. (docs.adyen.com)

In either case, verify the assigned role’s permissions in your account before inviting staff, since available roles
can vary by account setup.

SEARCHED

payment processor dashboard role permissions refund payments cannot change payout bank details official
Stripe roles

Stripe team roles refunds payout bank details permissions official docs

Square permissions issue refunds change bank account payout settings team permissions official

Adyen user roles refund payment payout bank account permissions official docs

site:docs.stripe.com team roles support specialist refund bank account settings Stripe dashboard current
site:docs.stripe.com dashboard team roles refund charges payout bank details permissions

SOURCES CITED
docs.adyen.com User roles | Adyen Docs  https:/docs.adyen.com/account/user-roles
stripe.com New roles and permissions in the Dashboard https:/stripe.com/blog/new-roles-and-permissions-in-the-dashboard?q=80

plus 40 more pages found, not cited

Claude claude-haiku-5-5 - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, OPA, Casbin

Here's a design that gives support staff refund access while keeping payout details out of their reach. The main
idea is to enforce the boundary on the server, not just hide buttons in the Ul.

1. Roles and permissions

Permission Support Agent Support Lead Finance Admin

View payments, customers, and payout history Yes Yes Yes

Issue refunds up to a set limit Yes Yes Yes

Approve refunds above the limit No Yes Yes

Create, cancel, or reverse payouts No No Yes

Add or edit bank accounts / payout destinations No No Yes, with a second approver

Manage users and roles No No Yes (separate security admin preferred)

Use a deny-by-default model. Each permission should be an explicit grant, and anything not listed should be
rejected.

2. Enforce on the backend
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Question 120 - Claude, continued

e Put payout endpoints in a separate service or route group that checks a payouts.* or
payout_destination.* scope. Don't rely on the frontend to hide them.

e Give the refund endpoint its own scope, such as refund.create, and check the amount against the agent's
limit in the same request.

e Return 403 for any forbidden call, and write a test for each forbidden combination.
3. Use scoped credentials if you're on Stripe

If you use Stripe, don't give the dashboard's backend a full secret key. When you create a restricted APl key in
the Stripe Dashboard, you choose which resources it can access and the permission for each one: Read, Write,
or None. Set Refunds to Write and Payouts and external accounts to None. Stripe also documents that payout
creation, payout cancellation and reversal, transfers, and adding or updating an external account are separate
endpoints, so a refund-only key can't reach them. Keep the payout-configuration service on its own key.

4. Separate the duties

Even among authorized staff, avoid letting one person both initiate and approve sensitive changes. A common
pattern is to have the person who requests a payout-destination change be different from the person who
approves it. Encode this as a rule in the workflow, not as a policy document. Constrained RBAC is designed for
this sort of rule, where mutually exclusive roles keep one person from holding conflicting duties.

5. Limits and controls on refunds

e Seta per-agent refund cap and a daily total. Anything above the cap goes to a lead for approval.
e Require areason code and a linked ticket ID for every refund.

e Flag unusual patterns, such as many refunds to the same card, refunds on old charges, or refunds to a new
destination.

e Block refunds to a different payment method than the original charge.

6. Audit and access hygiene

e |og every action with the actor, the before and after values, the reason, and the IP address. Make the log
append-only.

e Require step-up authentication (re-login or MFA) for any role that can change payout settings.

e Review roles on a schedule and when someone changes teams. Remove stale access.
7. Tests to write

e A support agent gets a 403 when calling the payout-destination endpoint directly with a valid session.
e An agent's refund above the limit is held for approval.

e The same user can't both request and approve a payout-destination change.

e Revoking a role takes effect immediately, not after a cached token expires.

Suggested stack: Use your existing auth provider's RBAC features (or a policy library such as OPA or Casbin)
for the permission checks, and keep the policy in one file so auditors can read it.

If you tell me your stack (for example, Stripe or another processor, and the framework you're using), | can
sketch the middleware, the role/scope table, or the refund-limit logic in code.

SEARCHED

Stripe restricted API keys refunds permissions payouts
role-based access control refunds separation of duties payment dashboard
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Question 120 - Claude, continued

SOURCES CITED

support.stripe.com Why does my API key have limited access? : Stripe: Help & Support https:/support.stripe.com/questions/why-does-my-
api-key-have-limited-access

docs.stripe.com restricted api keys https:/docs.stripe.com/keys/restricted-api-keys

ibm.com Role-Based Access Control (RBAC) Implementation Guide https://www.ibm.com/content/adobe-cms/us/en/think/topics/role-based-

access-control-implementation

plus 15 more pages found, not cited

Gemini gemini-3.1-flash-lite - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe, PayPal, Okta, Azure AD

To set up a payment dashboard where support staff can issue refunds but cannot modify sensitive payout or
banking details, you should implement Role-Based Access Control (RBAC).

Most modern payment platforms (such as Stripe, PayPal, and specialized fintech orchestration dashboards)
provide granular permission settings specifically designed to separate operational tasks (like refunds) from
administrative/financial settings (like payout bank accounts).

Best Practices for Configuring Permissions

To achieve this security posture, follow these steps:

e Apply the Principle of Least Privilege (PoLP): Only grant users the minimum permissions necessary to
perform their specific job functions. Your support staff should have access to "Transaction Management" or
"Support" roles, which typically include viewing payments and issuing refunds, but exclude "Account
Settings" or "Payout/Bank Account Management",

e Utilize Custom Roles: If your payment provider (e.g., Stripe) offers "Custom Roles," create a specific
"Support" role. Start by selecting a read-only base role and explicitly adding the Refund payments
permission while ensuring that Edit bank account details, Edit payout schedule, and Manage API
keys remain disabled.

e Separate Duties (SoD): Ensure that the team member who can issue refunds is not the same person who
can change payout destinations. This prevents a malicious actor from rerouting funds and then covering
their tracks.

¢ Audit Logging: Enable detailed audit logs. Even if staff have legitimate access to refund tools, you must
maintain a record of who issued every refund and when, which is critical for security and reconciliation.

e Use Centralized Identity Management: Where possible, manage these roles through a centralized identity
provider (like Okta or Azure AD) rather than creating local accounts on the payment dashboard. This makes
it easier to revoke access instantly when a staff member leaves or changes roles.

Summary of Typical Role Structures

Role Can Issue Refunds? Can Change Payout/Bank Details?
Owner/Super Admin Yes Yes
Support/Operator Yes No
View-Only No No

Recommendation: If you are using a provider like Stripe, look for their "Custom Roles" feature. This allows you
to specifically "uncheck" sensitive settings while keeping refund capabilities enabled for your support team. If
you are using a different platform, search their documentation for "granular permissions" or "custom roles".
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Question 120 - Gemini, continued

SEARCHED

payment dashboard with granular permissions refund vs payout settings
how to configure role-based access control for payment dashboards support staff refunds vs payouts
Stripe role based access control for refunds vs payouts

managing team permissions for payment dashboard security best practices
SOURCES CITED

cerbos.dev cerbos.dev https:/cerbos.dev

netwrix.com netwrix.com https:/netwrix.com

gohighlevel.com gohighlevel.com https:/gohighlevel.com

paypal.com paypal.com https:/paypal.com

stripe.com stripe.com https:/stripe.com

medium.com medium.com https:/medium.com

bootstrapdash.com bootstrapdash.com https:/bootstrapdash.com

accountablehg.com accountablehg.com https://accountablehg.com

boldbi.com boldbi.com https:/boldbi.com

securesheet.com securesheet.com https:/securesheet.com

nhimg.org nhimg.org https:/nhimg.org

truelayer.com truelayer.com https:/truelayer.com

Perplexity perplexity/sonar - 29 October 2026, 14:03 UTC

RECOMMENDED Stripe

If you're choosing a payment dashboard, Stripe looks like a fit: create a team role for support staff that allows
payment lookup and refunds, but excludes connected-account updates and other payout/bank-detail
permissions.

Stripe’s built-in roles need careful checking: its Support Associate role can update connected-account bank

details and payout schedules, so it may grant more access than you want. ' Stripe’s custom roles let you start
from a built-in role and remove unneeded jobs, including Update connected accounts, while retaining refund

permissions. 2

Set up and test a least-privilege custom role before assigning it to support staff; verify they can issue the
refunds they need and cannot edit payout or bank details. Stripe recommends granting only the lowest
permissions required. %°

SEARCHED

payment dashboard role permissions refunds payout details support staff Stripe roles
payment platform granular permissions refund payments payout bank account changes
Stripe team roles refund payments external accounts payouts permissions docs

SOURCES CITED

docs.stripe.com roles https:/docs.stripe.com/get-started/account/teams/roles

docs.stripe.com Custom roles | Stripe Documentation https://docs.stripe.com/get-started/account/teams/custom-roles
docs.stripe.com Start a Team https:/docs.stripe.com/get-started/account/teams

plus 12 more pages found, not cited
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